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CHAPTER  t 


A  BMMmtainoas  ooontzj  generatet  repabl&cui  piinciylcs ;  bal 
the  iakabitaiits  of  extamwe  phins  are  nniaUy  sabmitted  to  the 
■a^onty  of  the  Gteal.  Espmrr  ^es  Lou.    Lbrre  xrtii. 


Thb  andent  kingdoms  of  Poland  and  Hungary, 
now  yirtuaUy  effiieed  from  the  history  of  Europe, 
may  be  said  to  form  one  fertile  plain ;  varied  only 
by  the  great  dorsal  chain  of  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains, and  connecting  the  Baltic  with  the  Adriatic 
and  the  Bhick  Sea.  With  the  exception  of  a  few 
fiiTouTed  spots  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Krapaks  or 
the  Vistula,  Poland,*  is  singularly  wanting  in 
picturesque  features:  and  when  we  hear  of  a 

•Pdland,  or  Folaka,iigBifteii  plain.    Maiie  Brum, 
TOh.   !•  B 
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jonrney  of  several  days  extending  through  the 
domains  of  some  Polish  Magnat,  it  must  be  re- 
membered that  these  feudal  territories  consist,  in 
many  instances,  of  one  third  of  uncleared  forest 
land,  and  another  of  morass. 

Nor  is  the  country,  so  little  favoured  by  na- 
ture, redeemed  by  the  industry  of  her  sons  : — al- 
though Poland  has  for  many  centuries  obtained 
thfj  designation  of  "  The  granary  of  Europe,**  it  is 
w*arc(*Iy  indebted  for  the  distinction  to  emulation 
or  excellence  in  the  agricultural  art.  Deficient  in 
facilities  for  the  diffusion  and  exportation  of  her 
natural  productions,  and  with  no  other  sea-port 
than  Dantzig  at  her  command,  the  Republic  occaaf-* 
onally  found  herself  encumbered  with  the  produce 

even  of  the  unassisted  soil ;  and  the  treasures  of 
a  former  harvest  have  been  seen  rotting  on  the 

plains  of  Volhynia  and  Podolia,  for  want  of  the 
simple  means  of  inland  transport.  Without  re- 
ference to  the  pressure  of  political  causes,  it  is 
evident  that  the  worse  than  feudal  tenure  of  the 
landholders, — the  comparative  insufficiency  o   the 
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popolatioii, — the  degraded  condition  of  tbe  pea* 
Matry,-*aad  the  general  backwardneae  of  ciTilia- 
tion, — hare  combined  to  perpetuate  the  atagnatinn 
of  human  indostry: — while  the  best  energies  €t 
the  natkm  were  expended  in  pett|r  wars,  Natnre 
was  permitted  to  work  her  miracles,  unaided  by 
the  energies  or  ingenuity  of  the  firugal  but 
inert  peasantry. 

On  one  point,  howereri  the  agricultural  in- 
terests ci  Poland  were  distinguished  by  remark- 
able protecdon  and  furtherance  under  its  an- 
cient monarchical  Republic;  by  the  articles  of 
whoee  flingolar  constitution,  all  fireeholders  or 
their  descendants  were  by  birth -ri^t  noble, 
and  qualified  to  yote  at  the  Rokosz,  or  election 
of  ioreieigns;  while  professors  of  the  liberal 
arts,  and  individnals  following  a  profession 
or  trade,  were  excluded  firom  the  privileges  of 
citizenship.  The  farmers  of  Poland  were  by 
tins  circumstance  elevated  to  higher  dictinction 
than  those  of  any  other  country ;  and  under  the 
M  order  of  things,  their  houses  and  establish.- 
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ments  ranked  next  in  comfort  and  aolidily  to 
the  palaces  of  the  titled  nobility.  Their  estates, 
indeed,  were  better  caltivated,  their  boors  better 
protected,  and  their  dwellings  better  arranged  than 
those  attached  to  the  domains  of  the  non-resident 
Aristocracya;  by  whose  agents  they  were  systema- 
tically leased  to  the  highest  bidder,  Jew  or  Gen- 
tile,— Dissident  or  Catholic, — ^worthy  or  worth- 
less. The  farmers  were  admitted  freely  to  the 
tibles  of  their  more  opulent  aristocratic  neigh- 
bours :  and,  though  for  the  most  part  destitute  of 
education,  were  classed  in  the  social  scale  higher 
than  able  jurists,  enlightened  divines,  or  intelligent 
physicians.  Between  the  representatives  of  the 
great  patrician  families,  with  their  princely  re- 
venues and  gigantic  estates,  and  the  insulated 
proprietors  of  farms  of  a  thousand  or  two  of 
acres,  there  existed  no  intermediary  class  compa- 
rable with  the  resident  country  -  gentlemen  of 
Great  ^ritain : — from  the  regal  Radzivils  and 
princely  Potockii?,  to  the  simple  Lithuanian  or 
Mazurkan  farmer,  there  was  but  a  single  step. 


If  .-«»l!w.»f»>l 
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magnfloqiieiiee  of  title  aflbrded  no  real 
^Prince  Labomirdd,  Count  Oginski, 
or  Pan  Felinaki,  were^  in  a  political  point  of 
▼ieir,  on  a  footing  of  equality  as  chizen-electora 
of  tfae  RepaUic. 

For 'this  reason,  it  was  natandly  preferaUe 
to  the  wealthier  and  more  enlightened  clai«  of 

aoUes  to  possess  an  estate  bordering  npon  others 
of  «faal  privilege  and  extent,  rather  than  in  the 

neighboarhood  of  small  &rms;  the  owners  of 
which  boasted  equality  with  themselves  in  the 
DSdoual  order  of  Equestrian  nobility,  or  nantios 
el%ible  to  the  throne;  without  any  justifying 
qoalificadons  of  fortune  or  education,  to  support 
their  claim  to  social  fellowship. 

It  was  attributable,  probably,  to  this  disad- 
vantage,  that  the  palace  of  Wodarodko,  in  the 
province  of  Masowsze,  was  less  in  &vour  with 
its  proprietors,  the  noble  family  of  Czelemzki, 
than  their  residences  in  Lithuania  and  Vol- 
hynia.  Situated  on  ibe  confines  of  the  Pusicza 
or  Forest  of  Lubloyst,  the  estate  was  surrounded 
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by  small  farms,  and  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  the  abode  of  any  Magnat  of  the  high  aris^ 
tocracy ;  and  although  equal  in  dimensions  to  the 
noblest  country  seats  of  the  British  nobility, — the 
Hatfields  and  Chatsworths  of  England, — ^Woda- 
rodko  had  for  many  years  past  remained  unten- 
anted. The  Grodski  of  Lubloyst,  and  several 
wealthy  neighbouring  farmers,  already  began  to 
arrogate  to  themselves  the  importance  formerly 
usurped  in  the  district  by  the  head  of  the  house 
of  Czelenszki ;  the  peasants  almost  forgot  to 
uncover  or  cross  themselves  on  mention  of  his 
name ;  and  (unless  by  Father  Joachim,  the  Supe- 
rior of  the  Zakon  Jezuit6w,  in  the  adjacent  town 
of  Lubloyst,  who  acted  as  his  almoner,)  it  is  pro- 
bable that  he  was  little  thought  of  in  the  district 
from  one  end  of  the  year  to  the  other. 

The  first  interesting  intelligence  concerning 
him  which  for  many  years  reached  Lubloyst,  was 
the  news  of  his  decease ! — ^When  it  was  known 
atWodarodko  that  Adam,  Count  Czelenszki  (a 
partiian  of  BrliU  the  Saxon  minister,  a  Starost, 
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nd  gnat  (Acer  oElbft  cxown)  ^waa  no  more,  and 
thtt  Cemy,CoimtCtt\eDs£ki«\us  son,  (a  fine  free- 
ifinted  joDDg  uaa,  TcceatXy  Tetnraed  to  Warsaw 
&am  the  tour  of  Earoipe,^  reigned  in  his  stead, 
tbe  serg  of  hia  e&ta\ea  threw  up  their  caps  with  a 
iewquritka  'Wivato;*' — satisfied  tliatthe  change 
of  name   indieaied  no  change   of   nature,    ami 
that  the  Wodarodken  conld  not  he  gainers  bj  the 
event    It  was  unlikely  that  their  loyalty  should 
be  very  irannly  excited  towarda  a  family,  per- 
tonaHy  strangere  to  them,  whose  oveneers  had 
long  exennaed  over  the  Chlopstwo*  of  Wodarodko, 
the  petty  ^rranny  charaeteristie  of  low  and  igno- 
lant  men,   "drert  in  a  little  brief  authority." 
Tbe  peasants  of  their  neighbours,  the  {armera 
Felinski  and  Michaelokski,    were    less    hardly 
tasked,  and  more  leniently  treated ;  and  at  the 
period  of  Coont  Cezary's  accession  to  his  here- 
ditaiy  bonoars,  there  was  not  a  worse  conditioned 
or  more  fnsubordinate  set  of  vassals  in  the  pro- 
rinee  of  Maasowsze  than  those  of  Wodarodko. 
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It  was  owing  perhaps  to  this  very  circuooL- 
stance,  that  the  estate  was  selected,  about  the  year 
1763,  by  its  proprietor,  as  the  scene  of  an  ezperi« 
ment  in  legislation,  the  mere  rumour  of  which 
set  the  aristocratic  court  of  Augustus  III.  into  « 
ferment ! — ^To  obtain  the  sanction  of  govemmen^ 
to  his  unprecedented  project,  was  supposed  indeed 
to  have  cost  the  young  Magnat  considerable  poli* 
tical  sacrifices ;  and  when  it  became  known  among, 
the   stately  palaces  of  Warsaw  that  six  of  liis 
hereditary  villages  were  about  to  receive  their 
freedom  at  the  hands  of  Count  Czelenszki,*  the 
proprietor   of  Wodarodko    was  voted  a    crack- 
brained  theorist,  and  the  estate  of  Wodarodko  a 
ruined  estate. 

Having  scarcely  attained  his  twenty-sixth  year, 
'^lord  of  himself,"  and  (unlike  the  noble  childe 
of  Newstead  Abbey,)  regarding  that  lordship  as 
any  thing  but  "  an  heritage  of  woe,"  Czelenszki, 
endowed  with  the  generous  and  chivalric  qualities 

*  A  similar  act  was  executed  about  the  same  period,  by  the 
CbaoceUor  Zamoyski,  and  the  example  follovred  with  happy  re- 
sults by  the  Uoirerslty  of  Wilna,  and  by  several  Polish  noblemen. 
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cf  bis  naftiaD,  had  enlarged  hit  perecptkia  and 
ifaired  Ins  mind  vidi  fiberal  opimoas  bj  a  short 
^ieit  to  Vari^  and  a  long  rendence  in  England. 
Unliickilf  howarv,  the  young  Coonfft  jadgment 
feflioaieirliatabortcifhisentfanriasm.  Adoring  Iiia 
oaine  eoontry  with  a  sort  of  idolatrous  wonlit|>, 
he  was  eager  to  tran^lant  to  her  neglected  soil 
ererj  noUe  tree  of  foreign  growth,  ereij  land* 
able  inslitntion  of  other  oonntries; — r^aidleca 
whether  their  natores  aanmilated  widi  its  dimate 
and  eonstiCntion.  Lost  in  admiration  of  the  good 
order  of  the  roral  population  of  England,  he 
trusted  that  liie  simple  act  of  mannnussion  woold 
eonrert  his  own  ignorant,  serrile,  and  impo* 
wished  Chlopstwo  into  h^pjr  and  thririi^  pea* 
suits.  Of  their  peculiarities  and  principles,  in- 
deed, he  was  at  present  ignorant ;  he  had  nerer 
fltudied  in  what  degree  the  bondage  of  the  boors 
of  Pcdand  constituted  an  inherent  part  of  her 
sndent  colistitntion ;  and  so  fiu*  fitnn 
to  the  paradoxical  tenet  of  Kantian  philosophy, 
that  ''there  are  two  modes  of  confirming  the 
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liberties  of  a  nation,  bj  fineedoiDy  and  by  bond-* 
age/'— he  was  detennined  to  enfranchise  the 
of  WodarodkOy  and  make  bay-trees  and  fig- 
flourish  in  its  gardens,  whether  they  would  or  no. 

The  act  of  enfranchisement  having  passed  the  ^  • 
seal  of  the  grand-chancellorship  of  the  king-  ^ 
dom,  a  solemn  day  was  now  set  apart  to  welcome 
the  auspicious  donation  of  the  young  Magnat; 
and  as  he  had  announced  to  the  Podstarosci*  of 
his  household,  that  he  should  be  accompanied  by 
a  prodigious  cavalcade  of  friends  and  relatives 
of  the  high  Aristocracya,  there  was  almost  as 
much  difficulty  in  preparing  the  dismantled 
palace  in  a  fitting  manner  for  their  reception » 
as  in  obtaining  the  assent  of  king,  senate,  and 
the  all-puissant  Briihl,  to  his  anti-constitutional 
liberation  of  its  Kmiec  or  Chlopstwo.  At  length, 
with  the  aid  of  Father  Joachim's  Jesuitical  elo* 
quence,  he  succeeded  in  begging  and  boiTOwing^ 
from  the  Grodski  and  the  opulent  farmers  hi» 
neighbours,  a  sufficient  supply  of  household  goods 

•  High  Stewu^. 


far  the  ittoiKixDodalioik  o£  the  ladj  CcmnUmes  fay 
vbom  the  jonng  Magnat  was  to  be  saironiided 
m  \aA  Haiowsmi  adv^ot ;  aod  ^thin  a  few  days 
of  that  appointed  for  the  festiyal,  the  Podstarosci 
WIS  heard  to  flatter  himself  that  all  was  nobly 
aad  discreetly  ordered  at  the  castle ;  that  Ha  damp 
and  dreary  suite  of  state-apartments  was  sufficH 
ently  Tentilated ;  that  the  daws*  nests  bad  been 
remoTed  firom  the  chiaudes  of  its  stove  flaes ;  and 
that  an  ample  store  of  wild-hoar  and  PnsMsa 
▼enison  had  been  laid  in  by  the  care  of  the 
EkoDooiy*  for  its  festirities. 

But  very  soon  '^  a  change  came  o*er  the 
qnrit  of  his  dream/*  Count  Cezary,  in  his 
eagerness  to  naturalize  in  his  native  country 
all  that  was  best  and  most  perfect  in  those  of 

other  nations,  had  imported  firom  Great  Britain 
a  love  of  freedom  and  fox-hunting ;  from  Paris 
a  French  oook  and  valet-de-chambre ;  and,  un- 
luckily for  the  disorganized  establishment  of 
Wodarodkoy     such    were    the    delegates     dea- 

«  Bailiff. 
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patched    mb   the    heralds  of  hk    arrival;    pre-* 
eeded  by  a  oompany  of  Haydodu  as  pbneerB, 

and  aeoompanied  by  an  Rngliah  groom  and  & 
'Swi»  porter! — Confbaon,  worse  oonfonnded,  na« 
tundly  ensued ;  more  oaths  were  sworn  and  more 
pottery-ware  and  moveables  crashed  to  pieces 
in  the  dismantled  palace,  within  twenty-fonr 
hours  of  their  appearance,  than  had  chanced 
during  the  preceding  four  and  twenty  years. 
Mouaeor  Fricandeau  demanded  half  a  doxra 
bricklayers  to  construct  certain  ovens  and  stoves 
for  his  culinary  operations;  —  Monsieur  Bon* 
champs,  the  Swiss,  insisted  that  the  old  armour  in 
the  vestibule  of  entrance  should  be  taken  down 
and  scoured,  to  match  with  the  brilliancy  of  his 
new  tabard ; — and  Jem  Tomkins  no  less  peremp- 
torily required  that  the  wooden  flooring  of  the 
vast  stables  should  be  removed  and  bricks  laid 
down  in  its  stead. — But  what  were  all  these  whims 
and  fancies,  compared  with  the  gigantic  projects 
of  Jasmin,  the  youthful  lord's  prime  vizier  and 
valet  de  chambre ! — 
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MoQsieiir  J  mum,  ifk^  fge^Htm^m  mails  a  <lb» 
tinetite  notioe  at  9m  Inada)  -was  m.  Piiwan  and 
1  genbift;  Ittd  irept  at  the  i^tbctirw  of  Chirao, 

and  lad  many  an  apt  iVatiun  from  M oli^  at 
tk  eodi  of  hia  tatgiam^  ao  admit  m  the  ad- 
BiiiHiiiialion  of  Ab  corling  ifons*  AtWanaw, 
indeed^  aadi  a  perBOoage  wm  in  his  rfrmwaf ;  ior 
already  die  capital  of  pimd  and  independrnt 
Poland  rejoiced  in  the  name  of  the  «« fitfle  Parii," 
mod  competed  whh  the  goigeoas  cftminarj  of 
VenaiUes.  But  in  the  obacore  corner  c^  the  ppo- 
Tinoe  of  MaaowBie  to  which  he  was  now  con* 
sgned,  llonaeiir  Jaamin,  according  to  his  owa 
aooomit,  was  even  more,  impmtant ;  for  (wigaidiwg 
himself  and  the  excellency  his  master  as  an  ani> 
mal  CQ|iartite)  he  annoonoed  in  broken  Polish^ 
interlarded  with  a  coaplet  firom  Voltaire's  Maho- 
met,  to  the  mystified  Podstaroefi^— Mamiestnik, — 
Wojt,*— and  Haydncks, — ^to  Father  Joachim  the 
alnumer,  and  a  starveling  chimi^geon  finomWilna, 
who  resded*  in  the  palace  with  a  salary  firom 

•  Oreoecn  of  t]M  Boon, 
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Count  Czelenszki  to  minister  to  the  sicknees  of 
the  peasantry, — that  ^  he  was  come  like  a  mea* 
senger  from  the  Gods  to  bestow  freedom  upon  a 
suflfering  people." 

Had  he  been  content  to  bestow  it  quietly,  the 
Podstarosci,  (albeit  the  gift  announced  his  own 
vocation  gome^)  might   have    been    content    ti> 
second  the  benefaction.      But  Monsieur  Jamin 
was  not  the  man  to  do  things  quietly  when  there 
was  a  noise  to  be  made.    He  had  often  talked, 
even  at  the  Czelenszkian  palace  at  Warsaw,  of 
"  astonishing  the  natives ;"  but  never  before  had 
he  been  blest  with  such  natives  to  astonish  as  the 
Chlopstwo  of  Wodarodko.     Having  whispered  in 
confidence  to  his  friend  Fricandeau,  that  his  Ex- 
cellency's vassals  were  savages  modelled  by  Pro- 
metheus out  of  Mazurkan  clay  the  day  after  he 
had  used  up  his  last  spark  of  spirituality,  he 
undertook  to  train  them  into  a  more  humane 
frame  of  body  and  mind.    He  felt  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  make  some  mighty  effort  for  the 
amusement  of  the  illustrious  party  about  to  assem- 
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Ue  at  the  casde ;  inelnding  Tarions  nmnben  of 
the  fiunOieft  of  Czartoryski, — ZamoyBki, —  Pac« 
^Poloeki,—  and  Sapieha ;  —  and  presided  by  hia 

Kieellmcy^  Count  Cezary  Czelensxki,  the  lord 
oftbeaoil. 

With  the  aid  of  Jem  TomkinB  and  half  a 
doaen    Haydncks,    seyeral    honey-combed    field 

pieoea  which  had  originally  graced  the  glads  of 
the  casde,  were  accordingly  remounted  on  their 
carriages,  and  pat  in  order  for  a  grand  salute. 
An  old  record-room  was  ransacked  for  ancient 
banners  and  trophies  of  the  house  of  Czelehszki ; 
and,  after  considerable  drilling,  marshalling,  and 
rehearsing,  not  a  little  assisted  by  the  Batog  of 
the  Wojt,  Monsieur  Jasmin  contrived  to  enrol 
the  inhabitants  of  the  six  villages  about  to  be  en- 
franchised, in  six  several  compipies ;  each  bear- 
ing an  appropriate  standard,  and  singing  an 
appropriate  hymn. 

Scarcely  was  his  awkward  sqnad  drilled  into 

military  dicipline,  when  the  illustrious  company 
of  Warszavians  arrived  on  the  scene  of  action. 
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Five  and  twenty  carriages,  and  six  times  sb  many 
horses  filled  the  colossal  tatbles  of  Wodarodko. 
The  ovens  and  Monsieur  Pricandean  sihoked  to- 
gethtf , — Jem  Tomkins  and  the  Ukrainian  horses 
stamped  amain ;— Jasmin  quoted  Sganarelle  and 
ScapiD, — ^Father  Joachim,  CyriUus  and  Pascal : 
a  freak  of  aristocratic  sensibility  was   honoured 
as  the  sternness  of  republican  virtue ;  and  such  an 
outcry  of  Hayducks,  Jagers,  valet  de  chambrea, 
and  waiting  women,  had  never  before  e<;hoed 

from  the  vaulted  roofe  of  the  palace  of  Wo- 
darodko!—  Was  this  a  sacrifice,  —  a  priest- 
hood,— meet  for  a  festival  ostensibly  dedicated 
to  the  thrice  hallowed  name  of  Sarmatian  in- 
dependence ? — 

On  the  morning  following  his  arrival,  the 
young  Magnat  woke  with  a  fine  glow  of  enthu- 
siasm burning  in  his  bosom.  Fancying  himself  on 
the  eve  of  performing  a  great  and  generous  ac- 
tion,—he  paused  not  to  enquire  whether  it  were  a 
reasonable  one,  or  likely  to  conduce  to  the  ultimate 
advantage  of  his  fellow  countrymen.    The  fair 
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Prineeases  and  CounteaBes,  his  guests,  bewfldered 
him  with  praise,  and  prepared  themselTes  for  a 
tooie ;  ^diile  a  budding  poetaster  fresh  from  the 
Unx^efsity  of  Krakow,  was  already  omming  a  page- 
fol  of  hexameters  indited  in  honom*  of  bis  patioo. 
Fortonately,  the  son  shone  upon  hisrfa3rmes 
and  the  projects  of  Monsieur  Jasmin!  —  At 
noon,  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the  district,  in- 
dudix^  the  Grodski  of  Lubloyst  with  his  three 
maiden  daughters,  and  sereral  landed  proprielon, 
with  their  iSunilies,  assembled  at  CxelendLrs 
bospitable  hoard :  and  the  Parisian  master  of 
tbe  ceremonies  regretted  only  that  he  had  not 
been  sooner  aware  of  the  exquisite  beauty  of 
Pani  Mineczka  Michaelokska,  the  heireaa  of  the 
ndgfabouring  6rm  of  WranicxLo,  to  olEer  to 
her  acceptance  a  part  in  his  pageant,  under  the 
guise  of  the  presiding  gemus  of  Sabmatla.  The 
labours  of  Monsieur  Fricandean  having  been  duly 
appreciated,  the  company  adjounied  to  the  exlen- 
aire  court-yard  of  the  castle ;  where,  on  a  signal 
from  a  Turkish  gong,  the  peasants  of  the  six  Til* 
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lao'es  approached  from  six  different  directions  ; 
— all  in  their  holiday  attire  of  koszula,  katanka 
— and  spodnica  ;*  and  striving  to  unite  in 
a  hymn  of  triumph  in  honour  of  Poland, — 
Liberty, — and  the  Count. 

The  concluding  key-note   of  this   discordant 
chorus  having  been   at  length  attained  by  the 
last  straggler  of  the   party,   Czelenski,  —  wear- 
ing the  national  habit,  with   the  Karabella,   or 
Polish  sabre,  girt  to  his  side, — stepped  gracefally 
forward    on    the    platform    erected    before    the 
grand  entrance  ; — delivered  to  the  elders  of  each 
village,  in  succession,  the  parchment  containing 
its  patent    of  enfranchisement;    and  concluded 
the  ceremony  with  a  short  oration,  uttered  in  the 

full  sincerity  of  a  warm  and  generous  heart. 

Again    the  villagers   raised  their  dissonant 

Pfleans.  The  lady  (Toantesses  shed  showers  of 
graceful  tears ;  while  the  youthful  lordlings,  and 
szlachtaf  of  the  district  twisted  their  mustachios, 
and  pronounced  with  noble  emphasis  the  hallowed 

*  Dnmm  of  the  BeMuitry.  f  Mioor  Nobility. 
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^tehwonk  of  "Wolno^?-^  ««*  "^*%kr^ 
finally,  the  Kmkovian  poet  did  mie^,^^^^^^ 
to  the  magnanimity  of  bis  patron  Cze/eo^.  and 
"  the  natnialization  of  the  three  ^  ^^^^  _ 
LibertT,— Peace,— and  PIenty,~on  4^  i,„^  ^^ 
Wodarodko!  "—Monsieur  Jasmin,  with  generoos 
forbearance  towards  his  rival,  applauded  to  tbe 
echo ;'  and  ag^n  the  lair  Warsmvian  CountesBes 
wept  amain,  while  his  Excellency  bowed  gracefully 
to  his  maniunitted  bondsmen.   The  weather  being 
saltry ,  many  hogsheads  of  sour  Mazowszan  Piw«, 
and  one  or  two  of  Lithuanian  Hydromel  and  Hnn- 
garian  ^rine,  were  quaffed  by  the  nmltitiide ;  and 
in  the  oonrse  of  the  day  (thanks  to  the  flatteries 
of  the  poet, — ^the  Jesuit, — ^the  Talet  de  Chambre, — 

and  the  fine  ladies,  his  guests)  Czelenski  imbibed 
an  opinion  that  his  act  of  self-spoliation  was  a 
source  of  prodigious  popularity  to  himself,  and  hila* 


rity  to  his  neighbours ; — as  well  as  of  redemption 
to  die  miserable  beings  he  had  thus  tacitly  dis- 
missed from  his  protection. 


•  Ubatj. 
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In  these  soothing  opinions,  his  Excellency, 
like  many  other  Excellencies,  deceived  himself 
strangely.  His  neighbours  looked  upon  the  ebul- 
lition of  his  philanthropy  as  a  source  of  cruel 

injury  to  themselves  and  their  property.  They 
admitted  that  (the  scientific   skill  of  the  youns: 

count  having  considerably  augmented  the  revenue 
of  his  estates  by  the  adoption  of  certain  mechanical 
improvements  in  his  mines  and  canals,)  he  had  an 
indisputable  right  to  alienate  from  his  descendants 
the  fee  simple  of  an  estate  worth,  at  the  utmost,  a 
few  thousand  ducats  per  annum ;  but  the  three 
nearest  farmers  of  the  district,  Felinski,  Pulafski, 
and  Michaelokski,  were  of  opinion  that  he  had 
no  right  to  violate  the  ancient  laws  of  the  con- 
stitution confirmed  between  the  king  and  people 
in  the  Pacta  Conventa^  or  Magna  Charta  of 
Poland.  The  more  the  lady  Countesses  wept  and 
the  people  shouted,  the  more  difficulty  they  found 
in  repressing  their  discontent.  By  mutual  agree- 
ment  they  had  attended  the  festival  to  quaff  the 
Count's  champagne,  and  sneer  at  his  eloquence : 


but  Fitha  Joidiini  noled  tbtt  they  retired  eviy 
from  tke  tmniiltaoQS  iSBemljilaig^  wuhuiil  OMek 
Aow  of  eoertesj  to  their  iMMEfc. 

h  fld^  bare  beem  better  far  Cadcaniu  and 
tbedkziet  of  LaUoyst,  liad  be  denned  to  cmmh 
tfaeie  hie  Mararkipi  nei^iboiira,  preriooe  to  tbe 
step  that  famed  eo  importuit  a  preeedcnL  Al- 
tfaong^  in  Tsrioos  degreee  onediicatad  men,  and 
noeUe  to  eofmpete  in  eepphiee  or  iunbiei  with 
the  jQOikg  Ijrist  of  Krakow,  or  m  die  sabdetics  of 
Boli^iroke  or  Bacon  with  their  aeeonqdidiad 
hoet,  they  pomgoMd  snfficieat  fdain  praeticd  ecnee 
to  tfinize  them  that,  whaterer  mig^  aecme  of 

good  or  eril  to  the  Wodarodko  eelatee  firam  the 
QaizotiBm  of  the  eoont,  they  and  theiiB  nmet  ha 
the  sofferen.  Tkeir  peamntB  would  neceemritjr 
grow  dieeontented ;  the  Tillagera,  hitherto  con- 
trolled hj  the  Ekonom  and  Wcgt  of  the  Wodar* 
odko  8er&,  woold  now  beocMne  idle  and  diawlnte ; 
tad  repair  the  eril  coneequence  ot  their  own  dia- 
orderlincs  bf  marauding  on  the  lande  of  their 
lieighboim,  while  the  goods  and  prodnctione  tap- 
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plied  by  their  former  industry  would  be  wanting 
in  the  country :  and,  although  (as  the  metrical 
partizan  of  Count  Czelenszki  assured  him  in 
his  hexameters,)  **  the  Sabbath  might  grow 
holier  at  Wodarodko  when  its  Hosannahs  were 
aspirated  by  free  men,  and  the  strains  of  the 
Mazurka  lighter  under  the  linden  trees,  when  the 
matrons  were  no  longer  fated  to  become  the 
mothers  of  slaves," — Felinski  hinted  to  his  two 
neighbours,  as  they  jogged  on  together  towards 
Wranizcko,  the  flourishing  farm  of  Michaelokski, 
(where  they  had  agreed  to  end  the  festivities  of 
the  day  with  a  flask  of  old  Ofener  wine)  that 
the  Sabbath  hymns  would  more  likely  come  to 
be  uttered  by  drunkards,  and  the  mothers  to 
bring  forth  children  of  shame ! — 


CftAPTEK  II 


Bfiad  u  a  Cydop,  and  as  wild  as  lie. 
They  owned  a  Uwlets,  savage,  Hbcrty, 
Like  tbat  our  punted  aneestors  so  prised. 
Ere  Empire's  arts  their  breasts  had  dvilised. 

D»TDEM*a  Mirm  Redux, 


^*  CoMMSvD  me  to  the  folly  of  this  mad  -  headed 
Count !" — gnimbled  Pulafski,  as  they  sat  boozing 
together  in  the  little  eating  hall  of  Wraniczko ; — 
each,  pipe  in  hand,  with  a  tall  spider- legged 
rummer  on  the  table  before  him,  on  which  stood 
a  half  empty  measure  or  two  of  Hungarian  wine 
and  a  saucer  of  carraway  seeds.  **  Did  he  know 
but  as  I  do,  and  you^  friends,  probably  do,  the 
extent  of  ibe  evil  spirit  abroad  in  the  district  of 
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Lubloyst,  he  would  be  wiser  than  to  fling  a  spark 
of  mischief  upon  the  smoking  flax." 

"  Instead  of  which,"  said  Felinski,  mildlj, 
*'  he  breaks  down  the  only  barrier  which  has  hi- 
therto protected  our  lives  and  properties  from  a 
tribe  of  the  most  lawless  and  Godless  men  in  the 
province  of  Mazowsze." 

"Czelenszki  is  over-fanciful  and  speculative 
in  such  matters,"  cried  Michaelokski.  "  Was  it 
not  his  pleasure  last  summer  to  sanction  at  Lub- 
loyst  the  settlement  of  a  filthy  company  of  Jew8, 
on  pretext  that  the  unclean  beasts  would  introduce 
a  superior 'method  of  purifying  and  condensating 
the  product  of  our  apiaries  ? — And  what  was  the 
result?— You,  neighbour  Pulafski,  who  freight  by 
fifty  quintals  more  than  any  man  in  the  province 
for  the  Dantzig  markets,  say — did  not  the  Jews 
manage  to  undersell  you  at  every  turn,  influ- 
encing even  the  average  of  the  Exchange  ?" — 

"  And,  moreover,  have  not  the  stinking  gene- 
ration established  a  distillery  yonder,  under  Cze- 
lenszki's  sanction,   that  threatens  to  make  the 
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YodkA*  of  their  penucionB  concoction  as  plestifiil 
amosig  our  dogs  of  boors  as  the  waters  of  the  Vis- 
tula after  a  spring  thaw?" — muttered  Pula&ki, 
whose  Toiee  was  growing  husky  with  repeated 
lihetuMis  and  much  eloquence. 

'*  From  th^  days  of  King  Casimir  and  his 
AUshag,  the  dark-eyed  Esther,"  exclaimed  Felin- 
ski,  "never  hare  the  Hebrew  swine  been  blest 
with  so  munificent  a  patron  as  our  young  neigh- 
boar  rf  Wodarodko !" 

^*  And  to  nt  there  at  the  head  of  his  board, 
prating  to  us  Mazurkans  of  the  laodable  customs 
of  Enirhmd  and  France reacclaimed  Michaielokski ; 
who,  being  a  trifle  more  enlightened  than  his 
neighbours,  affected  the  pedant.  **  Had  not  the 
Romans — ^the  conquerors  of  the  world,  (a  people 
enlightened  fiir  beyond  the  dreaming  of  these 

feather-headed  French  or  muddy-brained  English) 
had  not  they  their  ser&  and  bondsmen  ? — Had  not 
eren  the  Spartans  their  Helots — and  does  not  the 
law-spinning  Empress  yonder  at  Vienna,  already 

*  Polish  bnady. 
VOL.   I.  C 
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repent  her,  think  you,  of  the  infraction  of  the 
ancient  constitution  of  King  Lewis  of  Hungary, 
whereby  she  has  won  the  acclamations  of  her 
miserable  Chlopstwo  7 — I  marvel  that  the  Crown 
of  St.  Stephen  mouldered  not  from  her  brows, 
when  she  affixed  the  sign-manual  to  her  precious 
Vrbariumr — 

"  You  have  the  luck  to  be  a  scholar,  Michael- 
okski!"  muttered  old  Pulafski,  *<  But  though  1 
was  never  driven  to  Wilna  to  be  smeared  over 

with  book-learning,  this  I  know,  without  the  aid 
of  pedagogue  or  university, — ^that  a  dog  of  a  Chlop 
will  toil  twice  as  hard  to  procure  his  morning  tas^ 
of  Vodka  with  the  fear  of  the  Batog  before  his 
eyes,  as  when  he  is  at  liberty  to  sun  himself  on 
a  heap  of  straw  five  days  in  the  week :  and 
work,  beg,  or  steal,  on  the  sixth,  that  his  wife 
may  saunter  to  church,  on  the  seventh,  with  gilt 
lacing  on  her  Kurtka.  What ! — Have  I  watched 
the  team  in  the  field  and  the  threshers  on  the 
floor,  for  the  last  forty  years,  without  learning 
that  a  Mazurkan  Chlopisko  is  a  mule  who  stir» 
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not  a  step  without  prick  of  spar  or  stripe  of 
thong  t — En&anehifle  his  TiUages! — Gadensdu 
nughi  M  well  hare  played   Samsoa  with  vs ; 

and  dmen  a  herd  of  lithvaniaa  wolves  into 
the  eovntiy,  with  hiaziiig  pine  brands  at  their 
taib." 

«<We   shall   see,**   said    Felinski,  cafanly,— 

diawiag  his  long  Podolian  pipe  of  ehenywood 
from  his  month. 

^'Tyaiac  I>iaU6w!*  I  teU  yon  we  OaiU/eeir 
diooted  Pnhifiki,  who  had  talked  himself  into  a  pas- 
sion. "I,  for  instance,  who  hare  hard  work  to  keep 
mycahof  ason,  Nepomucen,  from  drink  and  dice, 
— bow  think  you  diall  I  be  able  to  chain  him  to  the 
store-bench  dnring  the  winter  eyemngs,  when  all 
the  vagabonds  {rf*  OstronlmptsaEch,  aU  the  ruffians 
of  Lnhionki,  are  roaring  at  the  Szynk,-)-  or  squab- 
bling orer  their  dominos? — There  will  not  be  so 
much  as  a  roebnck  left  in  the  woods  or  a  carp  in 
the  ponds ;  there  will  not  be  a  pack-earTier  to  do 

*  Atb0tmaiddtfnlMl       f  Aiehooae. 

C  « 
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burthen -errands  betwixt  Wodarodko  and  Lub- 
loyst ; — ^there  will  be  nothing  but  brawling,  stab- 
bing, and  blaspheming  in  the  district!" 

*^The  Grodski  of  Lubloy stand  Father  Joachim 
will  have  to  thank  the  gracious  count  for  pro- 
viding them  with  double  work,"  said  Felinski, 

ironically. 

"  The  Grodski  —  Father  Joachim,  forsooth  ! 
A  squadron  of  Uhlan  lancers  with  your  fine  son 
Konstanty  at  their  head  would  make  shorter  work 
of  it." 

"  Nie,  nie!"*  said  Felinski,  smiling  at  his 
vehemence,  "  not  quite  so  fast !  After  all,  Cie- 
lenszki  has  not  loosed  upon  us  the  waters  of 
the  Vistula.  What  is  it  to  raise  the  sluices  of  a 
few  streams,  dried  up  by  the  summer  sunshine  ?" 

"And  swollen  into  mischief  by  the  snows 
and  storms  of  winter  ! "  interposed  Michaelokski. 
"Those  very  brooklets,  imited  by  a  common 
interest,  may  one  day  form  a  flood  to  rise  and 
overwhelm  us.    Liberty  is  a  fine  thing! — so  is 

*  No,  no. 
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enume, — so  is  brocade ; — but  thejr  SMort  better 
with  the  Kings  who  sleep  at  Krakow,  or  the 
Tars  who  wake  in  Musoovy,  than  with  the  Ma- 
snrkan  Qilop,  whose  weather-beaten  skin  is  babi* 
tuated  to  a  shirt  <^  dowlas.** 

*'  Under  yoar  pardon/'  replied  Felinaki,  who, 
tboogfa  a  less  enlightened  man,  was  somewhat 
liberalized  in  his  opinions  by  a  kindly  beneficence 
of  natare,  **  Liberty  resembles ** 

*'  The  Karabella*  of  a  Polish  nmitio ;  which 
wicnnen  and  boors  wield  to  their  own  destruction/' 
interrupted  the  morose  Puklski.  *'  We,  to  whose 
use  it  was  consigned  by  our  ancestors,  have  ac- 
quired skill  and  mastery  in  its  exercise.  Panna 
Marya ! — ^how  will  it  please  yourself,  friend  Fe- 
linski,  when  your  wild  son  the  Panenko  Kon- 
stanty  cornea  home  from  his  dainty  breeding  at 
your  patron  Prince  Czartoryski's,  yapburing  in 
praise  of  the  fimglea  of  Lazienka,  or  the  fiincies  of 
Palawy ; — and,  when  next  he  is  about  to  carry  off 
a  forester's  daughter  or'some  Lubionkian  CMop- 


*  The  Sabre,  UMngaed  by  national  priTilege  to  the  Nobility. 
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ka, — ^finding  among  the  villagera  of  Wodarodko 
scores  of  worthless  abettorSi  who,  for  a  grose 
a  piece,  would  make  more  account  of  the  youn^ 
soldier  than  of  you  or  I,  or  all  the  Szlachta*  of 
the  Palatinate."— 

**  Konstanty  is  a  good  son,"  observed  Felinski^ 
forbearingly.  ''  I  have  nothing  to  fear  firom  kU 
consorting  with  miscreants  and  vagrants." 

^'  When  I  tell  you  that,  half  a  dozen  sum* 
mers  ago,  I  saw  him  with  my  eyes  making  mum- 
meries at  the  booth  set  up  in  the  Jarmark  at  the 
fiur  of  Lubloyst,  among  Bohemian  jugglers  and 
promiscuous  and  proSeuie  dancers !" 

**  Konstanty  is  grown  older  and  wiser.  The 
captain  of  a  Uhlan  squadron  affects  no  longer  the 
sports  and  follies  of  a  lady's  page." 

*'  And  Juliusz — ^the  boy  Juliusx !"  interrupted 
Michaielokski.  **  Fear  you  nothing  on  his  behalf, 
from  the  democratic  fever  that  rages  like  a  pesti* 
lence  in  every  comer  of  the  district!" — 

"  It  shall  be  my  care/'  replied  Felinski,  rising 
iA>ruptly  firom  table,  and  looking  round  for  the 
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mkn  aad  cap  lie  liad  Ind 
**  to  prercnt  my  iOQ  bom 
to  consort  indi  the  ^n^Tected, 
wj  BtndyiBg  MDliiiiienfc  orcr  tine 


''It  is  ao  rbilhr— «ri0d  Palafiki, tkmni^ 

opoi  kis  tank  to  eool  his  wnoh, 

tbe  rich  Zuput  or  ailkcB  tcsI  of 

hsd  aflnmed  in  honour  of  tlie  finliml  of  tbe 

daj.     ''  ProTidenee  sends  ns  hoi 

but  Beelneboh,  the  sons  ind  dan^ktcrs  who 

inherit  them ;  and  so  I  will  eren  1m— insiJ  to 

assure    mjrself   that   Neponmeen    Pnlafiiu    has 

not  too  tredj  profited  bj  the  laniwili  of  Ae 

Big^t ;— n— a  yoong  toper    an* 

•«Take  my  adnee,"  said  Fdinaki,  •<  and  Oeep 
to  night  at  Wraniezko.  Ton  Imre  nndh  to  £»* 
easB  with  our  good  host  here,  tonching  die  eaai' 
pletion  of  Nepomnoen*8  betrodunent  widi  hi» 
daog^ter.**  And  drawing  Michaaokski  aside,  he 
pointed  ont  that  tlie  old  man  was  thoron^blj  ine- 
bnatedf  and  incapable  of  ritting  his  hme.    It  wa* 
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no  very  difficult  matter  to  dissuade  Pulafiki  from 
returning   home;    and  although  Michaelokski's 

farm,  like  all  others  of  its  degree,  boasted  only  the 
rude  wooden  frame-work  of  a  bed  for  purposes 
of  hospitality  (custom  requiring  travellers  of 
every  class  in  Poland  to  carry  with  them  their 

own  bedding),  there  was  the  vast  stable,  &r  ex* 
ceeding  the  dwelling-house  in  size  and  accommo- 
dation; where,  in  the  wide  gang-way  used  for 
the  admission  of  britschkas,  kibitkas,  and  other 
vehicles,  litter  was  nightly  spread  for  the  domes- 
tics, or  chance  travellers  of  inferior  station.  As  he 
crossed  the  kitchen  towards  the  stables,  Michaiel- 

okski,  summoning  his  daughter,  explained  to  her 
the  condition  of  their  guest;  and  after  a  courteous 
offer  on  the  part  of  the  fiur  and  gentle  Mineczka 
to  give  up  her  own  chamber  to  his  use,  the  old 
man  stumbled  his  way  towards  a  stall  adjoining 
that  where  Felinski  was  mounting  his  horse; 
and  throwing  himself  on  a  truss  of  straw,  soon 
grumbled  himself  into  a  profound  sleep  and  a 
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&  of  mamg^  that  dttfemd  eiren  the  tamalt  and 
^"■■ffiag  rf  the  rtaUe. 

A«  aoon  as  Felinaki  was   cm  horseback,  Mi- 
»cd»-habitBd  in  the  Bational  habit  of  cere- 
w«7,  in  which  she  had  attended  the  festival  of 
WodanMiko,— appeared  at  the  door  of  the  hall, 
lighted  hy  Ktde  Szatka,  her  waiting  maid,  to  offer 
a  cap  of  Daatzig  Goldwaaser  (the  popular  liqueur 
of  the  eoontiy)  to  her  departing  gaest ;  which, 
havii^  qaaffiHl  in  her  hcmour,— he  rode  forth  from 
the  stable,  rejotcmg  that,  on  so  fine  a  sommer 
n^ht,  his  jooraej  through  the  forest  would  not 
be  impeded  by  the  company  of  a  wr^ng-headed 
and  sottish  brawler  like  Ym  neighbour  Pulafeki. 

FelinskTs  way  homewards,— for  at  that  period, 
cro»-roads  there  were  none  in  Poland,  and  even 
in  the  capital,  the  King^s  carriage  was  occa- 
sonally  left  sticking  in  the  mud  at  the  distance 

rf  a  few  hundred  yards  from  his  palace  gates, 

unfortunately  happened  to  intersect  two  of  the  six 
ifllages  which  had  that  morning  received  from 
Count  Czelenszki  their  patent  of  enfranchisement. 

c5 
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Ostronimptszch,  the  first  of  these,  was  a  hamlet, 
consisting  of  some  fifty  or  sixty  wooden  Aithj^pf 
roofed  with  turf,  standing  in  the  centre  of  a  sandy 
plain  without  tree  or  bush  to  shelter  its  naked 
ugliness ;  the  unsightly  dwellings  being  con- 
structed with  their  gables  towards  the  road,  at 
equal  distances  and  with  great  regularity ;  so  tha4 
the  eye  was  for  a  moment  deceived  by  a  general 
appearance  of  neatness  and  compactness.  But 
on  a  closer  survey,  the  squalid  meanness  of 
the  village,  and  the  wretchedness  of  its  inha^ 
bitants,    became    painfully  apparent. —  No   gar* 

dens, — no  strip  of  ground  cultivated  on  holidays 
to  vary  with  roots  and  fruits  the  homely  family 
meal, — afforded  the  picturesque  rusticity  remark- 
able in  the  hamlets  of  England  or  France.  Each 

wretched  wigwam  served  only  to  shelter  the  family 
within  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather ;  and 
80  imperfectly  that,  during  the  winter  season, 
the  ill-fed  and  ill-clothed  boors  were  glad  to  close 
up  the  vents  of  the  chimnies,  and  encrease  their 
means  of  warmth  by  volumes  of  stifling  smoke. 


?% 
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nidiiDg  Aift  Tcige  of  the  plain  of  Oi- 

I,  Fefindd    nolaeed  ihat  the   cabins 

lifhtad  up,  sa  if  tar  purpoaca  of  eaitmsal ; 

■t  be  adttneed,  the  reek  of  Todka  and  to- 
bteeo,  and  die  npraar    of   drinking  -  eongs  and 

jafitlity,  Vom  forth  from  e^ery  open  door. 

It  ma  a  beaatifal  night.  The  holy  and  hal- 
Imng  beania  of  a  dear  hri^t  moon-Iigfat  fen  pore 
from  hMnrea  upon  the  eandy  soil  and  its  acraMiy 
herliage.  The  softnesa  of  the  aonmer  atmoqihefe 
Iveadfeed  afoimd»  with  the  aame  soothi]]^  and  riri- 
^n^iaftneDee  that  dgha  orer  the  gardens  of  laola 
Bdia  w  the  orange  grorea  of  SeriUe;  and  a 
htimj  atjllnfflft  tranqoilired  the  air,  Bvch  as  that 
which  ckiaUea  na  to  hear  in  an  inland  home,  on 
annmer  ni|^its»  the  nniminr  of  the  frr-off  ocean 
eluding  upon  the  shore.  Bat  how  inconmtent 
with  the  8weehi«0  of  such  an  hoar  the  licentioas 
rtrdiyof  OstronimptBcch  I — Here  and  there  along 
d»  road,  the  body  of  some  miserable  boor 
ID  hia  dowlas  riiirt  and  troosers  lay  stretched 
ia   the   brotiafaiieea  of  mtozication ;  —  the  foal 


■c-^ 
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effluvia  of  debauchery  polluted  the  air ;— aad  seenes  \ 

of  coarse  obscenity  were  revealed  by  the  illumina- 
tion of  the  houses.  Instead  of  the  exultation 
of  men  rejoicing  nobly  in  their  liberty,  the 
orgies  of  these  miserable  beings  exhibited  the 
abominations  of  the  sty  of  Circe! — and,  with 
a  mingled  sensation  of  physical  and  moral  loath* 
ing,  Felinski  pricked  his  horse  and  hurried  from 
the  spot. — If  such  the  immediate  result  of  their 
emancipation,  what  might  not  be  apprehended 
from  their  lawless  recklessness,  when  time  should 
have  hardened  the  hearts  of  the  Serfs,  and  con- 
firmed their  habits  of  licentiousness ! — 

The  second  village,  Lubionki,  lying  distant 
several  miles  fromOstronimptszch,  although  nearly 
similar  in  extent  and  construction,  was  far  more 
favoured  by  the  hand  of  nature.  Instead  of 
standing  prominent  on  a  treeless  plain,  the  ham- 
let was  embosomed  in  the  verdant  depths  of  the 
Puszcza,  or  forest  of  Lubloyst, — several  leagues  of 
which  divided  the  Wraniczko  estate  from  Lublowicz, 
the  farm  of  Eustachy  Felinski ;  and  instead  of  bor* 
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deriag  a  TOCtBineir  xottd,  the  eabiiui  iifLahmiki 
Here  fault  ramd  the  igt^gm^.td  a  amall,  dear, 
SDveskrlake ;  —  th^  log-waUa  and  palJiwdea  of 
wilwiTkril  {nne,  tfaiown  oat  by  the  deep  venliire 
sad  mosBj  faanka  by  which  they  were  ■Dmnaded* 
There  was  flomethiDg  wild  and  abor^inal  hi  tibe  a»* 
peetof  the  Tillage;  as  thoi^  the  YeryeabiBBUcre 
bat  a  modificat]0ii  of  the  woods  iriioee  fanaeiiei 
had  been  lopped  and  whose  trunks  Idled  oo  the 
qnt,  to  affcnd  their  local  habitatioo.  The  way 
beasts  of  the  fidd,  it  is  true,  woidd  seom  to  eon- 
stract  a  lair  so  inardfidal  as  these  log  hnts,  and 
the  sqnirreTs  nests,  smigly  hid  in  the  Ibiks  of 
the  sDrroimding  trees,  displayed  by  eomparison 
a  pomp  of  domestie  architeetore ;  —  but  Lo- 
bknki  had  interests  and  ezoeDendes  all  its 
own. 

There  is  a  purifying  influence  in  regetation ! 
Wherever  the  branches  ware,  the  leaves  msde, 
and  the  flowers  spring  up  and  bloom,  miy, 
where  even  the  moss  and  lichen  qnread  their 
variegated  fibres, — f  Aere  is  nature  and  poetry ! — 
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Lubionki,  at  all  hoars  of  the  day,  was  an  attractive 
spot :— when  the  birds  woke  up  to  hail  the  early 
sunshine  ;~^when  its  droves  of  diminutive  forest 
cows,  with  their  tinkling  beUs,  were  brought  to 
water  at  noonday  in  the  lake ; — ^when  the  blue 
smoke,  rising  up  at  evening  from  its  cabins,  was 
displayed  by  the  darkening  shades  of  the  sur- 
roundix^  pine  trees.  But,  after  all,  it  wore  its 
iidrest  aspect  when  the  glasqr  lake  opposed  its 
silver  mirror  to  the  moonlight,  and  the  cool* 
ness  of  the  waters  mingled  fireshly  with  the  night 
air;  while  the  huts,  reflected  with  their  precipitous 
bank  upon  the  smooth  surfiuse  below,  seemed 
based  on  air,  or  on  the  mysterious  reflection  of 
their  double  eiustence. 

Nothing  could  be  more  striking  than  the  cod> 
trast  afforded  by  this  little  forest-clearing  to  the 
bare  insulation  of  Ostronimptszch,  unless  the 
apathetic  tranquillity  of  its  government  on  the 
present  heart-stirring  occasion.  All  was  still : — 
all  seemed  to  slumber  in  the  moonlight : — and, 
till  the  stepping  of  Felinski's  horse  produced  an 
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ahim  ««wing  two  or  three  ramUing  mastiflb,  mich 
M  aj«  usually  tamed  ont  at  nightfitU  for  the  pr^ 
teedon  of  Polish  Tillages,  he  could  hear  the 
cri^ets  ehirmpping  in  the  household-oveiia  as 
he  passed. 

And  yet,  strange  to  tell,  the  forest  village,  in 
qiite  of  its  rural  beauty  and  moral  order,  was  br 
moredistastefcil  in  the  eyes  of  the  farmer,  than  eyen 
the  roaringlicentiousness  of  Ostronimptszch. — *  'The 
beast  of  prey  sleeping  in  a  thicket,*'  mused  the 
grave  Mazurkan,  **  is  more  to  be  dreaded  than  the 
beast  that  prowleth  openly."    At  Lubionki,  every 
window  was  closely  shuttered  up :  at  Lubionki, 
every  door  was  closely  barred,  as  if  for  the  security 
of  the  night.    But  that  a  portion  of  its  inhabitants 
were  sdll  engaged  in  celebration  of  the  event  of  the 
day,  Felinski  had  soon  sufficient  evidence.    Hav- 
ing reached  at  the  furthest  extremity  of  the  viI-> 
lage  a  hut,  receding  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the 
maigin  of  the  lake,  and  sheltered  by  the  last  fringe 
at  forest  trees,  a  singular  but  harmonious  sound 
an)se,  as  firom  the  ground  adjoining  the  cottage: — 
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a  choral  hymn,  swelled  by  a  considerable  number 
of  masculine  voices,  and  couched  in  the  follow-' 
ing  stanzas : — 

HYMN  OF  THE  CONTEDERATES. 

By  each  life-pulse,  warmly  beating,— 

By  each  hand,  in  hand  we  bold,— 
By  each  glance  our  glances  meeting, 

Brothen  hail !— The  hour  hath  toU'd  !— 

Unite  I— Be  firee ! 

By  yon  forest  branches  waving, — 
By  yon  dread  and  starbright  spheres, — 

By  yon  waves  our  pastures  laving, — 
Brothers  kneel ! — Jehovah  hears. 

Adore  ! — Be  free ! 

By  our  swords,  inglorious  rusting, — 

By  our  land  of  death  and  birth, — 
By  our  faith,  to  heaven  entrusting 

Life,  love,  honour, — all  on  earth, — 

Arise! — Be  free  I 

Felinski  trembled  as  he  listened ! — Spontane- 
ously, irresistibly,  he  felt  the  hot  blood  rush  from 
his  heart  through  every  vein,  through  every 
throbbing  artery.  It  was  not  alone  that,  in  spite 
of  himself,  the  terms  of  this  mysterious  invocation 
loused  all  the  dormant  energies  of  the  patriot 
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Pofander  in  his  heart ;  Imt,  that,  anud  the  mul- 
titade  of  Toiees,  he  could  clearly  diacem  one  more 
meUifiiioiis  than  the  rest, — one  most  fowHSstr  to 
his  ar,^ooe  which  enkindled  all  the  emotioDS  of 
a  fither  in  his  heart ! 

Striking  spnrs  into  the  flanks  of  his  hone,  he 
darted  from  the  spot,  as  though  some  demon  of 
tbe  £)rest  were  at  his  heels.  ' 


CHAPTER   III. 


The  higb-soal'd  youth 
Who,  born  and  trmia'd  amid  the  lonely  woods, 

Hath  fed  on  pageants  floating  through  the  air. 
Or  calentured  in  depth  of  limpid  floods ; 

Grieves  not,  tho'  doomed,  through  silent  night,  to  bear 
Tlie  domination  of  his  glorious  themes, 

Or  struggle  in  the  net-work  of  his  dreams. 

WORDSH^ORTU. 


•*  Where  are  the  boors  ?"— cried  Felinski,  in  an 
angry  voice,  having  ridden  into  his  stable  and 
found  it  tenanted  only  by  a  shaggy  little  urchin 
named  Piotr,  a  vassal's  son  kept  to  perform  the 
hardest  and  meanest  errands  of  the  &rm. — 

^'  All  np  and  away  !**  cried  the  imp.  *'  All  ofF 
to  the  wake  at  Ostronimptszch,  to  keep  holiday 
with  the  Wodarodkers  !'* 


«c 
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And  Jnlhisi ; — call  Jnliiin  T 


^^  Bid  my  son  come  hither  and  see  the  mare 
stalled  fixr  the  mght***— 

"  Has  not  the  young  master  been  riding  in  the 
Pmafco's  company  V^^ 

*'  What  1  Jnliofl^  too»  gadding  ? — Gro  search 
tfaehoose.  Sirrah ! — When  I  parted  with  my  scsiat 
Wodarodko,  he  told  me  he  should  be  at  home 
Dobre  me* 

*^  Merertfaeleaa,''  said  Piotr,  tacking  ap  hi9 
csnras  sleeves,  and  proceeding  to  dis^icomber 
FdinskTs  mare  of  her  trsppii^,  **  the  youi^  maa* 
ter  left  the  fium  this  morning,  two  houas  before 
Boon,  in  the  Pansko  s  company,  and  bus  not  been 
teen  since.  Else  had  not  the  knaves  slunk  off, 
one  by  one,  to  the  wake,  leaving  me  here  alooe 
to  keep  safe  house  against  trampers,  and  fetch 
home  the  kine  from  the  Puszcza  pastures.** 

"Duties  hard   to   reconcile !"  said  Felinski, 
rekdug  from  his  habitual  sternness,  in  fifcvour  of 
die  ability  with  which  the  boy  attempted  for  the 
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first  time  the  grooming  of  a  horse.  "  At  least, 
you  left  not  the  herd  in  the  forest,  with  so  many 
rogues  and  idlers  astir?"— 

'* Leave  them  ?— Had  I  not  harred  up  all  home- 
wards and  been  off  to  the  wood  before  sunset,  I 
had  scarcely  found  hoof  or  horn  there  on  the 
rising  of  the  moon.  Josef  Swigty ! — ^leave  them  ? 
— ^What  would  my  gracious  master  have  said  on 
his  return  ?" 

'*  That  thou  wert  an  idler  and  sloth,  as  I  now 
tell  thee,  thou  art  officious  and  malapert,"  said 
Felinski, — ^startled  by  the  sudden  familiarity  of 
the  imp,  who  was  wont  to  tremble  in  his  presence 
as  a  mortal  in  that  of  a  divinity.  "  Gro !  hang  the 
bridle  to  the  rack,  Sirrah ! — Jan,  or  some  other 
of  the  boors,  will  be  here  on  the  instant,  to  look 
to  the  beast.  Give  me  the  lantern, — ^bar  up  the 
doors, — and  when  my  son  or  the  men  return,  bid 
them  come  to  the  house  for  light."* 

So  saying,  and  striding  towards  the  door  com- 
municating between  the  stables  and  the  farm 
kitchen,  he  left  the  discomfited  Piotr  to  renew  his 
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tuk  €t  watehmanship ;  inglead  of  intemgatiiig 
liim,  as  the  boy  had  maliciouflly  hoped,  touching 
the  aheenoe  of  the  household  or  the  pranks  of 


hi  troth,  Felinski  needed  none  of  hk  mteU 
I%eQ6e.  The  suspiiuon  he  had  oonceived  in  listen* 
iDg  to  the  songs  at  Lubionki,  was  now  confinned ; 
that  his  own  yoong  son,  despite  his  rq^eated  and 
harsh  interdiction^  ¥ras  demeaning  himself  by 
ftOowship  with  the  rebel  crew  assembled  at  old 
Xawery's,  the  owner  of  that  forest  cabin :  and 
Felinski,  whose  habitual  residence  in  the  country 
rendered  him  far  more  eogsdiBXit  of  the  condition 
and  dispoation  of  the  Wodarodko  estates  than  their 
noble  proprietor,  and  who  knew  that  the  home- 

itead  of  Xawery  had  long  been  made  the  resort 
of  a  set  of  desperate  men,,  masking  under  the 
name  of  patriotism,— of  opporition  to  the  inroads 
of  the  Greek  Qiurch  and  Russian  Emjare, — their 
own  lawless  desires  and  outrageous  projects,  trem- 
Ued  when  he  remembered  that  die  last  restriction 
upon  their  proceedings  had  been  withdrawn  by 
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the  raah  confidence  of  Czelensiki ;  and  that^  freed 
from  the  controul  of  the  Panszczyxna*  bell,  they 
were  now  letlooseontheeonntry,  tosow  the  drBgoos' 
teeth  of  sedition  wherever  they  listed.  That  Jo* 
liusi, — that  his  own,  his  faTourire  son,  had  often- 
times  been  tempted  into  their  secret  aasemhlie^ 
he  was  fallr  aware«  The  stripling  had  been  chid- 
den«  menaced,  implored  ;  but  in  the  rerj  &oe  of 
his  father  s  exhortations.,  he  persisted  in  retumin^, 

again  and  again«  to  Lubionki ;  till  Felinski,  en- 
raged bevond  his  patience,  and  stimulated  far  the 

taunts  of  old   Pula&ki,  threatened  to  send  him 

to  Warsaw,  and  bind   him  apprentice   to   some 

mechanical  art. 

**  Since  voa  know  not  how  lo  use  with  moder- 
atkm  the  priTilege»  of  jour  birth,  vou  shall  no 
lon2::«T  remain  a  citiien  of  die  Republic;*"  ex- 
claimed the  indignant  father. 

^  I  wear  the  hervdibur  lLara:«lIx  ;**  crkd  die 
spiritied  jwiih  ;  **^  and  sooner  than  exirr.inge  ii  K  r 
compass  or  ellwand^  I  will  make  wmr  &>r  i> 
blade  tkromrii  xikt  Ii:^^8trin;^  of  mT  heart ;  asd  £o. 

*  Larour  ixns  la  tie  j>r«  ^'  ^i:  sucL 
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btiier,  look  to  it.  Where  the  impaked  of  my  soul 
and  the  interests  of  mj  coimtry  cany  me^  ihidier 
win  i  go,— ^whether  to  senate  or  seaiFold,  shame  or 

fune.  Fsdierl  degrade  me  if  yon  ean  or  will 
frooB  the  rights  of  a  five-bom  Polaader;  bat 
Umbtc  0  a  flame  in  my  bosom  which  neither  you, 
asr  all  the  Rass-ridden  despots  q[  the  IMet,  ean 
estiflgiiish. — Tears  will  not  qaench  it, — ^no,  nor 
Uood !  It  b  as  the  lightning  of  hearen  which  fidls 
here  and  there  into  the  earth,  while  men  cry 
alood  exnltingly  that  the  storm  is  at  end.  Bot 
^  donds  gather  again,  and  new  fires  blaze  in 
die  sky, — bom  of  heavenly  impulses  and  gene- 
rated to  purify  the  troubled  atmosphere ! — Such, — 
«nch, — is  the  electric  growth  of  the  lore  of  liberty.'* 

^  Listen  to  the  young  braggart  T  cried  the 
amazed  Felinski,  on  the  first  occasion  of  one  of 
these  harangues.  **  See  him  strutting  and  crow- 
ing, like  one  of  my  Friesland  cock-chickens !" 

"  Be  it  so  !**  said  the  stripling ;  nothing  moved 

by  his  fiither's  irony*     '*  The  cock  is  the  emblem 
of  vigilance.     Take  heed  that  my  crowing  prove 
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not  one  day  louder  than  a  warwhoop,  in  the 
of  the  Palatine  of  Mazowsze." 

But  in  spite  of  irony,  in  spite  of  threats,  in 
spite  of  the  deep  seated  mortification  of  whicb 
he  was  the  origin,  Felinski  could  not  and    did 
not  cherish    a    harsh     intention     against    this 
youngest  bom,^— this  Benjamin  of  his  house,— -th« 
last  pledge  of  a  dying  and  most  beloved  wife. 
Had  Konstanty,  his  eldest  son,  hazarded  half  a 
word  of  rebellion  against  himself  or  the  state,  a 
smart  stroke  with  the  staff  hanging  in  the  hall  for 
the  correction   of  the    boors  would  have    been 
administered  to  his  boyhood,  and  denunciations 
scarcely  less  cutting  to  his  riper  years.     But  Ron* 
stanty  was  of  a  different  order  of  beings.   He  too 

was  handsome,  spirited,  and  of  quick  intelligence, 
so  much  so  indeed  as  to  attract  at  an  early  age  the 
notice  of  the  fSunily  of  Prince  Czartoryski,  when 
visiting  their  noble  kinsman  at  Wodarodko ; 
and  at  their  desire,  Felinski's  son  had  been  trans- 
ferred as  a  page  to  the  Prince's  household,  to  re- 
ceive  (after  the  fashion  of  feudal  countries  in  the 
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oUeii  time,  aad  of  Poland  in  the  present  eentniy) 
fak  breeding  and  fotore  prefennent  firom  the  pa- 
tronage of  die  house  of  CartoryflkL  Andforsoch 
adestiny,  the  handsome,  mettled,  shrewd,  hot  shal- 
low sad  selfidiKonfltanty,  was  eminently  qualified. 
To  wear  a  diowy  uniform, — to  fence,  wrestle,  ahoot 
at  a  maAy  or  ride  at  the  ring  in  the  nuntige  with 
the  yomig  Princes, — ^mince  French  with  the  ladies 
their  asters,  or  qnote  Latin  with  the  Reverend 

ChspUn,  their  pedagogae,— escort  the  carriage  of 
the  Princess  on  state  occasions,  or  follow  the 
Prince  to  the  field,  should  circumstances  require 
him  to  head  his  contingent  in  the  cause  of  the 
Republic, — such  were  the  duties  which,  with 
Uinded  ^es  and  ears  and  heart,  Konstanty  Fe» 
lindu  was  willing  to  adopt,  in  exchange  fi»r  the 
pririlege  of  ruffling  and  swaggering  in  the  Saxon 
square,  among  the  young  nobles  of  War8aw;^and 
once  a  year  exhibiting  his  courtly  graces  to  the 
admiration  of  the  Rynek  of  Lubloyst,  as  he  piaff- 
ed by  the  side  of  his  proud  and  gratified  parent 
to  the  annual  com  mart.  With  the  exception, 
TOL.  I.  n 
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perhaps,  of  his  own  boy-brother  and  a  few  of  the 
fraternity  of  Lubionki  (with  whom  he  was  not 
likely  to  come  in  contact),  there  was  not  a  naan, 
— Pan  or  peasant — ^within  boundary  of  the  cir^ 
cle  of  Lubloyst,  who  did  not  regard  him  as  the 
model  of  an  accomplished  cavalier,  and  one  of  the 
spoiled  children  of  fortune. 

It  had  been  a  chief  motive  with  Felinaki, 
in  accepting  the  generous  offers  of  Prince 
Czartoryski,  that,  by  providing  for  Konstanty 
in  a  military  capacity  he  was  justified  in  re^ 
taining   at  the  Cum,  with  a  view  \o   its  fiitare 

tenancy,  his  darling  Juliusz.  Konstanty,  it  was 
true,  must  inherit  a  right  in  his  paternal  estates ; 
but  Felinski  conceived  that,  by  a  prudent  econo« 
my,  aided  by  judicious  speculations,  he  might 
be  enabled  to  bequeath  to  the  cadet  a  sufficient 
sum  to  secure  the  redemption  of  the  land.  The 
proud  or  vain  Konstanty  was  scarcely  likely  to 
tame  dovm  its  martial  ardour,  and  settle  as  a 
man  on  the  obscure  Mazowszan  farm  he  had 
despied  as  a  6oy ;  and  while  as  a  Captain,  Colo- 
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nd,  GeneFBl^— <who  oould  say  how  high  his  own 
obiticm  and  the  &Toiir  of  the  Grand  Cham- 
berlain might  lead  him?) — ^he  was  flaunting 
his  MgaiPetteB  at  the  Coort  of  Wamw,  Jolioax, 
— bekfved,  eontented,  Q8eliil»  estimable,  happy, — 
Bt^ht  gamer  his  harvests  at  Lublowicx,  or  oon« 
Tert  his  golden  grain  into  golden  dneats  by  the 
alchemy  of  the  Dantzig  exehaoge. — Man  proposes 
— Gon  di^MMes !— No  man  conld  propose  with  less 
insight  into  probalnlides  or  character  than  Fe- 
hnski.  It  remains  to  be  seen  what  gradations  of 
fortmie  providence  had  in  store  for  his  children. 
Among  the  many  who  regarded  the  sodden 
diaage  in  yoong  Konstanty's  destiny  or  destina* 

tkm,  with  something  more  than  wondery^-eren 
widi  enyy  and  regret, — ^was  Felinski's  neighbour 
Mirhaeiokski,  Their  respectiTe  fiums  were,  within 
a  few  acres  and  a  fiew  hundred  ducats,  equal  in 
extent  and  value ;  and  the  superior  education  on 
which  the  schohr  of  Wilna  loved  to  pride  himself^ 
was  balanced  on  the  part  of  Felinski  by  Piast 
descent,  and  kinsmanship  with  one  or  two  fiunilies 

n2 
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who  had  given  Starosts  and  Primates  to  Poland  : 
and  it  had  been  Michaelokski's  darling  project, 
from  the  moment  his  little  daughter  Mineczka 
opened  her  eyes  to  the  light,  to  unite  her  and  his 

farm,  in  wedlock  with  the  eldest  son  (and  fiuin) 
of  the  brave  and  good  Felinski.    But  when  Kon- 

stanty,  in  his  twelfth  year,  was  transplanted  from 
the  wilds  of  Lubloyst  to  the  fitr-fimied  g^ardens  of 
Pulawy  to  be  metamorphosed  into  a  gay  captain 
of  Uhlan  lancers,  Michaelokski,  unwilling  to  ex- 
pose his  pretty  heiress  to  the  ignominy  of  rejection 
by  a  court  popinjay,   had    sworn  a   few   oaths 
in   exhaustion    of  his  wrath,    and   straightway 
accepted   a    proposal  of  betrothment,    long  and 
repeatedly  pressed  upon  him  by  old    Pulaftki* 
in  &yottr  of  his  cub  Nepomucen. 

The  fiither,  indeed,  had  some  consolation  in 
the  exchange ;  for  Pulafiki  had  one  son  less  than 
Felinski,and  double  his  property.  But  poor  Minec- 
zka was  every  way  a  loser ;  for  Konstanty  was 
gay,  brilliant,  and  accomplished, — ^Nepomucen 
as  graceless  a  lout  as  the  meanest  serf  on  her 
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turned  not  to  himselfy  was  directed  towards    the 
ungrateful  Konstanty.     But  although  she  eould 
not  bring  herself  to  acknowledge  so  much  to  the 
grave  and  somewhat  stem  Michaelokski,  she  had 
no   scruple   in  declaring  it  again  and  again  to 
Nepomucen,  wheneyer  he  molested  her  with  his 
uncouth  courtship.     She  first  hinted  to  him,-* 
then  told    him  plainly, — and  at  last,  when  his 
incredulity  seemed  increasing    in  proportion    to 
her  negations,   solemnly  vowed    and   protested 
(like  Imogen    to  Cloten)  that  the  mere  tassel 
upon  Felinski's   hoot  was  dearer  to  her  than 
the  whole  mass  of  mortality  completing  his  own 
'*  complement  extern  ;"  and  it  is  to  be  inferred 
that  Nepomucen  no  longer  cherished  any  doabt 
on  the  subject,  for  he  received  her  declaration 

with  a  moaning  howl,  apparently  borrowed  from 
the  gamut  of  Traszlach,  his  fistvohrite  wolf-dog. 
Like  that  faithful  animal,  however,  he  was  staunch 
and  true  to  her  cause ;  and  instead  of  revealing 
the  insult  he  had  received  at  her  hands  to  Mi* 
chaelokski,  or    to   his  own  doting  fieither  and 
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moAer  hj  whom  it  wofoid  liare  lieen  instantly 
CGniinxinieated,  he  satisfied  Inmself  with  whining 
btih  the  seeret  to  joiong  JuliosL,  the  first  time 
tbej  met  in  poisvdt  of  a  roeback  in  the  forest ; 
and  widi  swalloiwing  an  additional  glass,  or  even 
flagon  of  Khnappt,  night  after  nighty  that  he 
might  sleep  the  eoonder,  and  enjoy  his  hard 
pillow  nntroubled  by  dreams  of  the  heantifiil  Mi* 


Such  was  the  state  of  affiiirs,  publie  and 
domestic,  in  the  little  quarter  of  Mazowsze, 
honoored  fay  the  l^blative  experiments  of  Coont 
Czelensld.  Soch  the  exciting  causes  which  in- 
duced Felinski  to  turn  so  fiercely  towards  the 
young  JuUuss  when,  at  a  late  hour,  he  entered 
the  diamber,  where,  in  conformity  with  the 
habits  of  their  station,  his  own  pallet  was  spread 
in  a  comer  opposite  that  appropriated  to  his 
&ther.  Felinski  perceiyed  that  the  truant's  brow 
was  flushed  and  his  breath  scant  with  haste;  and, 
is  the  first  moment  of  paternal  wrath,  was  about 
to  aocose  him  of  wassailing  with  his  firiend  Nepo- 
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mucen  among  the  carousers  at  Ostronimptaieh. 
But  on  a  second  glance,  he  was  8ilenced»  as  one 

8elfKM>nYicted.  The  fire  that  lighted  the  eyes  of 
his  son  was  neither  of  inebriation  nor  libertinisin : 
his  cheek  was  flushed  neither  with  the  inspirations 
of  the  wine  cup  nor  of  the  maaees  of  the  Masurka 
and  Krakoyiac.  The  holy,  but  meteoric,  lanh 
bency  of  enthusiasm, — ^the  fenrour  of  fanatic  pa* 
triotism, — gleamed  on  the  countenance  of  Ju* 
liusz ! — 

''  ForgiTC  me,  father,**  said  he,  '*  if  I  have 

alarmed,  or  kept  you  watching ; — I  thought  you 
had  determined  to  sleep  at  Wodarodko  ?*' 

**  Then  why  quit  the  fitrm,  leaving  homestead 
and  stock  at  the  discretion  of  the  hinds,  who 
have  broken  all  bounds,  and  earned  them  each 
a  hearty  drubbing  for  to-morrow*s  mom  ?** — 

**  Not  a  man  in  the  lordship  but  makes  holi- 
day to-day,  in  honour  of  Czelenski,**  said  Ju- 
liusz.  ''  My  father  held  his  rejoicing  at  Wodar 
rodko." 
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"And  thy  Mher^ft  «m  mmaog  ndbns  and 
nbdftatLnbioiikir— 

^Nol  10,  nr,**  repUed  Juliiiaz,  finnlj,  bat 
anUlj.  ^  Bibdlioii  is  m  word  widioiit  wwimimg  in 

the  eti»  of  a  Poluder ; — and  for  treaaon  agahnt 
the  larifnl  lacwa  of  the  TcpaUie,  as  bequeathed 
fcjr  Guimir  and  modified  bjr  the  great  Zamoydci, 
there  bieafliea  aot  a  man  among  the  Confederates 
of  Xmwerf^  fitttion  who  wooU  not  peril  his  life 
to  tear  out  the  worthless  heart  in  which  soeh  eril 
ttoogfat  ooold  be  coneeiTed  and  dierished  T — 

'^Faction?— Confederates t— Rash  boy,  thy 
madness  oulstrifis  eren  my  apprehensions  T  cried 
FdiadkL  ^Has  it  gone  so  far  with  thee?— has 

the  soul  wUcb  hat  yesterdqr  I  bdeU  kindling  in 
thy  yaoBg  eyes,  as  I  fondled  thee,  a  mother^ 
less  faabOy  in  my  bosom,  so  soon  escaped  me  ? 
Fathers  I— ye  watch  with  pride  the  flight  of  the 
strong  fl<»<lgl«iig  fivm  the  nest,  enooamging  its 
efiirts,  and  hopiiig  to  direct  their  exercise. — Fools  I 
— let  the  yoong  bird  bat  taste  the  freedom  of  the 
dgr,  and  what  power,  what  soothing,  what  mena- 

D  6 
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cing,  will  recal  it  to  the  neBt? — I,   too,  even  I, 
have  lost  my  son." — 

''Not  8o»  sir/'  replied  Juliusz,  timidly  ap- 
proaching the  chair  into  which,  in  a  despondmg 
attitude,  Felinski  had  thrown  himself.  '*  Yoa 
command  my  tenderness,  my  utmost  revereneey — 
every  thought,  every  feeling,  every  aspiration, — 
save  those  which,  at  the  hour  of  his  birth,  natore 
claims  from  the  son  of  a  Sarmatian,  to  enchain 
him  to  the  land  of  his  fore&thers. — My  country,— 
my  father ! — Such  are  the  impulses  of  love  that 
arise  in  the  mind  of  Juliusz  when  he  tenders  his 
petitions  to  the  Almighty." 

''Juliusz,"  said  Felinski,  in  a  solemn  tone, 
without  removing  the  hand  that  concealed  his 
own  countenance :  "  The  food  of  strong  men  is 
not  for  babes  and  weaklings.  Were  the  cause  of 
our  country  capable  of  receiving  aid  from  a  hand 
so  feeble  as  thine  own,  I  should  indeed  tremble  for 
Polska.  Thinkest  thou  no  soul  but  thine  rises 
indignant  against  the  innovations  of  Muscovy  T 
Thinkest  thou  no  eyes  but  thine  perceive  where  the 
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witbered  Imnch  roftteth  on  the  tree  of  liberty ;  or 
wliere  its  compreBsed  roots  are  repelled  by  an 
ttngmial  8o3!  —  Bebold!   thoee  who    see  with 
diBeerament,  bear  with  patience ;  that,  when  the 
aze  »  laid  to  the  offending  limb,  they  may  dis- 
tnigttish  hraach  and  bough ; — ^that  the  clearance 
may  be  effectual,  and  yet  no  healthy  member 
perish  in  the  act.    For  the  few  to  preyail  over 
the  niai^,  the  hoor  most  be  wisely  chosen ;— -the 
eanse  bee  firom  speck  or  blemish ; — the  righteous- 
ness of  its  champions  indisputable. — ^Juliusz!  it 
is  not  a  g^^  ^  miners,  bargemen,  charooal- 
bomers,  or  smugglers,  that  shall  overthrow  the 
throne  of  the  Jagellons  !*' 

**  Would  my  father  deign  to  present  himself 
at  ft  meeting  of  the  men  he  thns  unjnsdy  stigma- 
lists,*'  said  the  yonng  man,  **  these  prejudices, 
based  on  erroneous  impression,  would  subside." 

**  I— I, — a  kinsman  of  the  Oginski ! — I,  a  finee- 
botn  citizen ! —  I,  who,  but  fipom  my  own  repug- 
nance, might  be  deputed  to  the  Dietine  of  Czerczk 
by  the  Tennta  of  Lubloyst ! — I  consort  with  rebels 
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and  traitors  !'*— cried  the  indignant  Felinaki.  .v, 
'^Juliuaz!  by  the  God  who  made  me — by  the  ^^ 
memory — the  blessed  memory  of  thy  mother— by 
thine  own  fair  youth  and  promise — I  would  thoa 
wert  in  a  quiet  and  undishonoured  grave,  sooner 
than  mate  or  abettor  with  these  desperate  men ! 
The  ruin  of  my  house — the  desolation  <^  my 
hearth— b  at  hand  ! — The  kindly  warmth  of  its 
sacred  embers  will  be  quenched  in  blood,— «Ten 
the  blood  of  my  latest  bom,  the  darling  of  my 
age.  Here,  on  our  hereditary  land, — ^here,  where, 
from  reign  to  reign,  from  age  to  age,  our  forefathers 
have  pursued  the  honourable  labours  of  scythe 
and  sickle, — ^here,  where  we  have  gloried  in  calling 
forth  to  light  the  fruits  of  the  free  earth  of  Sar> 
matia, — ^here  will  the  scaffold  be  erected — here 
will  the  doomsman*s  words  be  spoken — here, 
even  here,  the  work  of  the  headsman  achieved ! 
— I  hear  them,  Juliusz,  I  hear  them !     It  is  mjf 

name,  it  is  the  venerated  patronymic  of  my  fathers 
they  trumpet  forth  as  that  of  a  traitor,— a  plotter 
against  the  state!" 
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liigkf^'^tliiit  jM  etfteena  me  irardi  the  Iwlieit 

fthatf  mu^rdjoin — the   axe  and  block  of  die 

•BBang  fittnoll   Yet 

loddcdj  mternspdiig  1 


tbe  feet  o(  Te&nki,  Uding  his  &ce  in  hs 
biMs,-4Br  be  feroexved  the  lean  lUfing  fiei 
from  die  e]f«B  c(  his  dcytiiig  perent — ^Farpw^ 
mtVf  VOL  tL  nftoment  of  enthnnaaii,  I  hrget  duU 
mj  life,  which  im  ycmr  gift,  is  joun  to  diqnee 
of.  Qwimmud  it,  sr ; — eaunt  upon  mj  obedienee; 
—commend  me  to  ahandon  die  friends  to  whom  I 
am  hoond  fay  an  oadi  as  poie  and  powerfid  as 
ever  was  frvned  hy  mortal  lips, — and  eren  tiere 
— eren  to  awgnish  and  shame, — rdy  upon  my 
satanission !— Bat  doitnotruUyl — Ere 
teneeme  to  the  dugrace  of  a  retracted 
broken  tow,— -see  that  your  own  principles  be 
consistent, — yoor  own  creed  fixed ;  that  yon  are 
contented  with  the  state  of  poison-wrooght 
leAargy  bennmfaing  the  energies  of  Poland; 
that  yon  admit  no  eanse  fiMr  the  mnrmnrs  of  the 
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catholics;  or  of  the  confederates  leagued  together  j,^^ 

against  the  degrading  growth  of  Calmuck  des-  ^.^ 

potism.     Look  upon   the  Weeding  stumps*  of  ,^ 

your  mutilated  countrymen ! — Listen,  dear  &ther !  ^.^ 

listen  to  the  spirit-stirring  shriek  of  liherty  t»^^. 
writhing  in  the  bondage  of  the  oppressors ! — ^And 
if  that  voice  wake  not  your  soul  to  cry  aloud 
with  mine  for  justice  or  vengeance,  then  will  I 
come  and  lay  down  my  sword  at  your  feet,  and 
submit  myself  to  the  stripes  of  the  tyrant. — Listen 
father ; — and  as  your  ear  shall  hear,  absolve  or 
oondenm  your  son !" — 

**  Retire  to  rest,  Juliusz,"  said  his  father, 
gazing  with  fondness  and  pity— nay,  almost  with 
awe, — upon  the  beautiful  person  of  the  young 
enthusiast,  who  had  risen  from  his  knees  and 
now  stood  before  him,  ennobled  by  all  the  radiancy 
of  genius.  The  good  man  had  not  courage  to 
repress  the  ardour  that  seemed  so  bom  of  Heaven. 
For  conscience -sake,  he  determined  to  give  his 

•  Tbe  RmiiAiks  were  fteqantlj  known  to  cut  off  the  hande  of 
their  PoUih  prisonen. 
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M,  dear,  and  imbiaaied  ocmfliderati<m  to  tlie 
iebjeet,  ere  he  definilxTely  mterdieted  the  re- 
turn of  hb  son  to  the  oonfederatioQ  of  Lubionki. 
"  My  UeBsingiB  upon  thee,  JuUusz,*"  eaid  he, 
■stiiejoaiigmaiiprepflkred  to  lay  his  head  on  hie 
jSkm.  ^*GoD  in^iTe  my  detenniiiatioii;  and 
pwcpcp  and  sanctify  thy  career  !** — 


CHAPTEK  IV. 
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His  heart  had  far  outgrown  his  years,  and  to  hit  eye 

There  was  hot  one  heloved  face  on  earth. 

He  had  no  hreath  no  heing  bnt  in  hers . 

She  was  his  voice ;    he  did  not  speak  to  her 

But  trembled  on  her  words  ;  upon  a  tone,  «,v 

A  touch  of  hers,  his  blood  would  ebb  and  flow  '  "^ 

And  his  cheek  change  tempestuously,  his  heart 

Unknowing  of  its  cause  of  agony. 

But  she  in  thete  food  feelings  had  no  share  : 

Her  sighs  were  not  for  him  ; — ^to  her  he  was 

Even  as  a  brother,  but  no  more!  *<\ 

Brnos, 

To  one  penon  only  in  the  diBtrict  did  Julinsz 

Felinski  turn  for  soothing  and  consolation  amid 

these  domestic  vexations.    To  the  gentle  counsels  '^ 

of  Michaelokski's  daughter  the  enthusiastic  boy 

had  long  been  tempted  to  refer  those  promptings  of  i 
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tem^pted 


frtfaer's  roof  and  enrol  v^^^«^«^^^  in  one  of  the 
ConSBdentknu  fonmng  m  Podoli&  and  Vdhyiiia ; 
as  wdl  as  the  oampmetioiiB  vimtingB  which  re^ 
nnaded  him  flttt  he  was  the  child  of  FeUndu's 
age  and  dailhig  of  his  heart,  and  that  to  deaeit 
hon  would  he  an  act  of  parricide ; — while  Mi- 
oeedLa  hewailed,  in  her  torn,  the  hatefbl  prcgect  of 
her  marriage  with  Nepomncen  Pulafiaki.*  It  ia  true 
dicir  mntnal  confidences  were  limited  by  reatric- 
tioiis  of  a  peculiar  nature ;  for  Minecxka  was  above 
aD  deainxiB  to  eonoeal  finom  Jnlinaz  her  involmi- 
taiy  tRriaoMss  towards  his  brother ;  and  Jolinst 
only  imeaay  lest  some  mducky  glance  or  word 
shoold    reveal    to  A^  his  hopeless  attachment 

for herself  1 

The  enthusiastic  boy  might  as  eamly  have  at- 
tempted to  explain  by  what  process  the  fervour  of 
patriotism  was  generated  in  his  aonl^as  at  what  mo- 
ment aiectum  for  Mineczka  became  the  engrossing 
passion  of  his  heart.  He  had  never  known  her  as 
the  destined  bride  of  his  brother  Konstanty* — for 
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Michaelokski's  project  had  not  been  suffered  to 
transpire ;  and  though  she  had  long  been  named 
by  the  gossips  of  Lubloyst  as  likely  to  become 
the  Wife  of  Nepomucen  Pulafski,  the  manifest 
incongruity  of  such  an  alliance  seemed  to  render 
it  no  easy  matter  of  accomplishment. 

It  was  not,    however,   that  young    Felinsiki  ^ 

regarded  Nepomucen  with  the  loathing  eyes  of       '^: 
Mineczka.     Juliusz  cherished  so  warmly  those        "'^^ 
holier    charities    whose    electric    chain    extends  '*^. 

throughout  all  communities  of  the  human  race,         ^-*t 
as  to  discern  in  his  early  playmate  a  thousand  >. 

excellent  qualities,    which  Nepomucen  s  clumsy  >: 

person  and  grotesque  demeanour  prevented  the  ^ 

young  heiress  of  Wraniczko  from  detecting  in  his 
disposition.  Juliusz  well  knew,  (for  he  had 
tried)  that  the  seeming  clod  was  brave,  generous, 
faithful, — and  might  be  trusted  where  finer  spirits 
and  worthier  citizens  were  to  be  dealt  with 
cautiously.  But,  however  satisfied  of  his  merits, 
he  was  by  no  means  inclined  that  the  fair  Mi- 
neczka should  become  similarly  enlightened.    He 
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knew  she  did  not  lore  Aim,  was  aware  indeed 
that  her  affections  were  fixed  upon  K<Hi8tantj« 
But  fannan  affections  are  mntable  dungs ;  and 
tliQfie  ef  Minecxka  might  <Mie  day  or  other  Tm> 
ciOate  firom  his  farother  to  himself;  whereas, 
should  her  hand  and  fidth  become  pledged  bj 
the  solenmization  of  her  marriage,  there  was  no 
kmger  hope  for  hini — of  a  kind  to  fiilfil  the 
asjnrations  of  his  pare  and  noble  mind.  In  this 
▼lew  did  he  encourage  her  confidences ;  for  even 
while  thej  serred  to  confirm  his  conjectures  re* 
specting  her  attachment  to  his  brother,  they 
enabled  him  to  support  her  courage  in  holding 
her  loTcr  at  bay.  It  never  occurred  to  Mineczka 
Aat  the  boy  Juliusz  loved  her,  even  as  sAe 
loved  his  farother.  She  beUeved  lum  wholly 
engrossed  by  his  pasdion  ior  liberty  and  projects 
of  visionary  patriotism. 

Meanwhile,  several    days   elapsed   after  the 

Wodarodko  festival, — Czelenszki  and  his  guests 

had  quitted  the  country, — and  Juliusz  found  it  im- 

poarible  to  evade  the  obstacles  presented  by  his 
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father  to  his  return  to  Lubionki.  But  on  tlie 
fifth,  the  skirt  of  his  Kontusz  was  seized  by 
little  Piotr  as  he  passed  through  the  outbuild- 
ings; and  he  was  informed  by  the  urchin  wlio 

often  acted  as  his  Pacolet,    that  Pan  Felinski 
had  caused  his  mare  to  be   saddled    and  was 
off  towards  Lubloyst.      Fortunately  for  Juliusz, 
the    road  towards  Lubionki  and  Wraniczko  lay 
in  the   contrary  direction:   and    within    a  few 
minutes  of  receiving  and  rewarding  Piotr's  timely 
intelligence,    he    was    gallopping    through   the 
forest ;  without  regard  to  the  perilous  slipperiness 
caused  by  the  decaying  fibres  of  the  pine  leaves, 
or  indeed  to  aught  on  earth,  but  the  joy  of  ar- 
riving at  Wraniczko  after  a  week's  absence  from 
Mineczka. 

To  emerge  fix>m  continuous  wood  lands  into  an 
open  landscape,  produces  at  all  times  a  sensation 
of  relief  to  the  eye  and  expansion  to  the  mind. 
But  never  was  it  more  agreeably  recognized  by 
young  Jttliusz,  than  on  quitting  the  long  deso^ 
late   expanse  of  forest,    and   beholding    before 
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him  thoee  rich  valleyB  and  cultiyated  dopes, 
iriiich  aaaigiied  to  Michaelokaki*s  estate  the 
h%h€8t  estimation  in  the  district.  Backed  by 
a  risng  hill,  and  sheltered  in  a  sonny  nook, 
commanding  (in  yistas  cat  throngh  plantations 
of  moontain  ash  and  oak)  peeps  of  the  waters 
of  the  Vistnla  which  bathed  the  foot  of  its  ridge 
of  hills, — stood  the  modest  mansion-house  of 
Wraniczko;  constnicted,  like  all  Mazorkan 
dwelling-hoases  of  superior  degree,  of  brick 
overcast  with  white  cement;  flanked  on  one  side 
by  an  eztenave  orchard,  and  on  the  other 
adorned  by  a  neat  flower  garden.  And  at  the 
gate  of  that  garden,  Juliusz  had  long  learned  to 
look  for  the  light  figure  of  Minecska,  when* 
erer^  after  the  labours  of  the  day,  he  made  hi9 
way  of  a  summer  erening  to  Michaelbkski's  dwel- 
>  to  recreate  his  ears  with  the  sweet 
floonds  of  Minecsdui's  voice,  as  she  attempted  to 
direct  her  Other's  learned  leisure  with  some 
Lithuanian  ballad,  or  traditional  Sarmatian 
melody.     He    could  discern,  almost   from  the 
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Utmost   distance    at  which  the  white  walls   of 
Wraniczko  were  distinguishable^  the  folded  haod- 
kerchief  of  snowy  muslin  with  which  Mineczka, 
after  the  Mazowszan  fashion,  was  accustomed  to 
defend   her  fair  brows   from    the   sunshine,  as 
she  presided  over  the  culture  of  her  favourite 
flowers.     For  Michaelokski  s  daughter  adhered 
closely  to  the  costume  of  her  native    province; 
and   it  was   only  the    Koszula    of  finer  gauze 
or  linen,    and   the  Futro  of   richer  cloth,  and 
adorned  in  the  winter  season  with  finer  sables, 
that  distinguished  her  attire  from  that  of  Szatka 
her    handmaid,    or   any    other  Mazowskan    of 
the    neighbourhood.      She    had   often  been  ral- 
lied by  Konstanty  Felinski  on  her  miserable  lack 
of  coquetry ;— a  deficiency  which  he  ascribed  to 
the  influence  of  the  Starodzieyzski — or  quizzical 
provincials  of  the  neighbourhood ;  while  Juliusz, 
referring  it  to  the  purer  impulse  of  nationality, 
worshipped  the  very  prints  of  her  Mazowszan  boot 
in  the  sanded  alleys  of  the  garden  grounds  of 
Wraniczko ! 
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Tlie  son  was  bright  on  the  pastures  when  he 
readied  the  Ikrm.     The  emerald  green  of  the 
manefidds  with,  their  leafy  pennons, — the  swceC 
UooBoms  of  the  crops  of  trefoil  and  lupins, — the 
pianlatiom  in  their  richest  vernal  foliage, — ^the 
rirer  in  its  clearest  sommer  glassineas, — mighthave 
edfioed  to  tempt  forth  the  daughter  of  Michaelok- 
ski  to  her  wonted  station.  But  no  Mrneczka  was  to 
be  seen.    Jolinsx  stole  quietly  through  the  garden, 
pasicd  through  the  arcade  fronting  the  house,  and 
would  have  entered  the  sitting  room  appropriated 
by  Michaelokski  to  his  daughter's  use :  when  he 
was  arrested. on  the  threefaold  by  the  sound  of 
ughs  and  sobs  that  could  proceed  from  no  other 
bo9om  than  her   own.    Dare  he  intrude   upon 
her  grief?    Alas!   what  friend  did  she  poeeess 
nearer    and    dearer    than    huneelf,    to    whom 
to  confide  the  secret  of  her  affliction ! — In  a  mo- 
ment, Juliusz  was  kneeling  beside  her  chair.    In 
a  moment  Mineczka  had  withdrawn  her  hand- 
kerchief from  ber  eyes,  to  welcome  his  coming, 
and  thank  him  for  his  sympathy.     Even  at  the 
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instant,  however, — even  whfle  impressed  with  a 
desire  to  wreak  his  utmost  vengeance  on  all  and 
sundry  who  had  caused  this  overflowing  of  her 
sorrow,  young  Felinsid  was  startled  to  perceive 
that  Michaelokski*s  daughter  had  laid  aside 
her  tunic  and  kontusz,  to  assume  the  French  or 
German  costume  worn  by  the  lady  Countesses  of 
Wodarodko ! 

*^  Alas,  alas !  my  father  insists  on  the  imme- 
diate celebration  of  my  union  with  Nepomucen  !*' 
faltered  the  mourner.     *'  On   the  night  of  the 
festival,   dearest    Juliusz,   old   Pulaiski   supped 
and  slept  here  at  Wraniczko ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing, irritated  by   the  results   of  his  intemper- 
ance, or  stimulated  by  certain  words  of  vaunting 
uttered  by  your  father,  he  made  no  secret  of  his 
dissatisfaction  at  the  coldness  of  my  demeanour 
towards  his  son,  in  presence  of  the  Czelenszki 
family  the  preceding  day.   He  reproved  me,  with- 
out ceremony,  in  my  father's  presence ;  and  blamed 
my  intimate  fiuniliarity  with  yourself,  dear  Juliusz, 
— ^with  you, — ^my  oldest,  kindest  play-fiellow,  as  the 
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chief  incitement  to  my  oppodtion.  '  I  cannot  tarn 
a  neighbour's  son  from  my  g&tes/  obsenred  my 
father:  *bat  look  you,  Mineczka,  if  within  a 
month  from  this  day  you  consent  not  to  the  cele- 
bration of  your  union  with  Nepomucen,  there 
^all  be  a  feud  of  life  and  death  between  Wranic- 
zko  and  Lublowicz ;  and  the  voices  of  the  vapour- 
ing Felinskis  shall  be  heard  no  more  under  my 
roof." 

The  indignant  Juliusz  made  no  comment 
on  this  discourtesy, — ^for  it  proceeded  firom  the 
&ther  of  his  beloved  ;  but  contented  himself 
with  gently  taking  her  hand  Imd  pressing  it  to 
his  lips. 

**  But  you  will  not  marry  him,  Mineczka  ?** 
said  he,  at  length,  in  a  low  voice. 

"Marry  him?  —  Never!"  was  the  firm,  but 
eager  reply  that  again  induced  the  impassioned 
boy  to  press  his  lips  to  her  hand.  "No!  Ju- 
liusz !  my  father  vouchsafes  me  an  alternative ; — 
consenting  to  give  up  his  only  child  to  the  Car* 

roL.  I.  B 
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melite  conyent,  rather  than  forfeit  his  word  to 
Pulafski." 
.  "  The  Carmelites  r  faltered  Juliusz. 

"  Far  better  the  votive  than  the  nuptial  altar  l*^ 

"But  that  sepulchre; — ^that  dreary,  loveless, 
hopeless,  helpless,  desolate  place  T— exclaimed 
Juliusz. 

"  I  will  not  affect  to  find  comfort  in  the  pros- 
pect!" said  Mineczka,  in  a  desponding  tone.  "  I 
love  my  father's  house; — I  love  the  fields,  the  birds, 
the  flowers,  the  companionship  of  the  young  and 
^y;  I  love  to  read  with  my  hand  resting  on 
my  father's  knee ^  I  love  to  sing  him  into  cheer- 
ful humour  when  I  see  him  harassed  by.  fatigue, 
or  the  disobedience  of  his  people.  I  love  home, 
I  love  the  aspect  of  nature,  the  cheering  of  friendly 
voices.  I  love  t/ou,  dear  Juliusz ;— but  all  this  and 
more  would  I  resign,  rather  than  call  that  misera- 
ble dolt  my  husband." — 

•«  You  love  me  /"—murmured  Juliusz,  faintly. 

"  Can  you  doubt  it  ?— dearly,  faithfully  ;—you^ 
my  kind  consoler, — my  unfailing  friend." 
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"There  is  yet  a  reaouree,  then,**  perristed  Ja- 
in the  same  concentrated  yoice.  "  Make  me 
your  defence; — accept  my  guardianship  against 
the  claims  of  Nepomncen." 

"  Alas !  by  what  right  could  you  defend  me 
against  a  father's  authority  1" — 

"  By  that  of  a  husband  !"— 

*'  Jnliusx !" 

"  By  bestowing  with  this  dear,  this  precious 
hand,  die  right  to  defy  all  attaintment  of  your 
freedom.  Mineczka!  say  but  a  dngle  word  in 
confirmadoa  of  my  hopes,  and  we  will  fly  this 
place,  this  province.  Poland  has  many  a  secluded 
spot  to  shelter  us  till  the  animosity  of  our  fiEoni- 
Ues  shall  be  appeased;  and  never  was  woman 
Mest,  beloved,  or  worshipped,  as  you  shall  be,  my 
own,--^my  own  Mineczka." 

'*  Miserable  that  I  am, — every  thing  conspires 
against  mef  cried  the  trembling  girl.  "Even 
you,  Juliusz,  whom  I  have  so  loved  and  trusted, 
take  oo  pity  on  my  wretchedness.     Many^otr, 

s  2 
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you,    my    adopted    brother,  —  Konstanty's    bro- 
ther ; — marry  you  ! — Horrible !" — 

Juliusz  Felinski  turned  away,  overpowered  by 
the  involuntary  loathing  expressed  in  her  counte- 
nance. 

"  To  live  as  your  wife,  in  your  father  s  home," 
continued  Mineczka,  "  and  find  him  its  inmate ; 
listening  hour  by  hour  to  his  voice,  breathing  day 
by  day  in  his  presence, — with  my  heart,  my  hand, 
my  lip,  consecrated  in  the  sight  of  God  to  ano- 
ther!— Juliusz,  is  it  you  who  urge  me  to  sue 
s^acrilejre  V* — 

"  I  have  done !"  said  he,  trying  to  recover  his 
self-possession.  "  Aught  that  might  sene  to  re- 
deem you  from  either  of  your  dreadful  alterna- 
tives seemed  welcome  in  my  sight.  You  hare 
said  enough!— Your  adopted  brother  will  ui^e 
his  suit  no  more." — 

"  Generous  friend  I"  cried  Mineczka,  deceived 
by   the  varying   expression   of  his  countenance. 
•'  Well  do  I  discern  the  motive  of  your  proposition 
You  would  have  sacrificed  yourself  for  my  sake ! 
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No,  Joliiuz ! — Though  I  am  destined  to  misfortune, 
yoa  shall  not  involve  yourself  in  the  hondage  of 
a  loveless  marriage.  Talk  we  of  other  things ; — 
Wodarodko, — ^the  festival ! — How  chanced  it  you 
joined  not  the  throng  ?  That  day  passed  at  the 
palace,  with  Coontese  Oginska  and  her  daughter ; 
was  so  happy ! — when  shall  I  be  so  happy  again!" 
"  When,  indeed  V  said  Juliusz  in  a  constrained 
voice,  trusting  to  disguise  his  emotions.  «*  Deep 
indeed,  must  he  the  grief  that  mars  the  enjoy* 
ments  of  a  woman^s  vanity.'* 

"  They  talked  of  Warsaw, — ^they  spoke.of  Kon- 
sten^r — cried  Mmeczka,  without  noticing  his 
allusion.  '^They  told  me  he  was  in  favour  at 
court, — ^the  idol  of  his  regiment, — ^the  darling  of 
Polawy. — How  can  we  wonder  that  he  should 
find  so  much  to  despise  when  he  returns  to  the 
dull  obscurity  of  Lubloyst?" — 

**  To  the  time*honoured  home  of  his  ances- 
tors !"  said  Juliusz  sternly.  "  To  the  spot  where 
the  name  of  his  forefathers  has  been  venerated  as 
never  will  chance  to  the  minion  of  the  minion  of 
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MuscoYj ;  or  the  gaudy  popinjay  of  the  court  of  a 
Saxon  prince." 

**AIaSy  alasT  cried  Mineczka,  **you  speak 
bitterly, — you  look  not  upon  me  as  is  your  wont, — 
you  fancy  me  imgrateful. — Dear  Juliusz,  give  me 
not  cause  to  fear  that  I  have  lost  my  friend !  Be- 
lieve, believe,  how  fully  I  appreciate  your  gene- 
rosity." 

Stung  by  her  total  misapprehension  of  his  feel- 
ings, but  touched,  (how  could  he  be  otherwise  ?) 
by  the  soothing  tenderness  of  her  voice,  the  young 
suddenly  lover  clasped  her  in  his  arms. 

But  in  an  instant  the  iron  grasp  of  Mi- 
chaelokski's  hand  was  on  the  shoulder  of  the 
infifiituated  boy ;  and,  having  driven  his  daughter 
with  violence  from  the  room,  the  old  man  re- 
turned to  vent  his  fury  on  Felinski. 

"  It  was  then,  as  I  suspected !"  he  cried.  **  You 
are  the  cause  of  yonder  rebellious  child's  first 
and  only  act  of  disobedience  !*' 

*'  That  there  were  but  one  shadow  of  truth  in 
your  assertions,**  cried  Juliusz,  clasping  his  hands. 
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*'  that  I  had  bat  so  much  share  in  Mineczka's  af- 
iectioiis  as  would  mflaence  her  in  the  choofling  of 
her  tonic  stuff  r — 

"  Stand  not  prating  to  me,**  cried  Michaelok- 
nki,  gruffly.  "  I  am  not  your  besotted  father, 
to  hD€j  your  arguments  wisdom,  or  your  declama- 
tkmd  eloquence.— Shrine  of  St.  Stanislas!— Shall 
a  beardless  boy,  who  should  be  spelling  the  ele- 
ments of  learning  in  some  school  of  Philosophy 
(Krakow  or  Wilna)  presume  to  bandy  words  on  his 
own  hearthstone  with  a  grey-headed  man  who  has 
dandled  him  on  his  knees ? —  Go  to!  Juliusz  Fe- 
Unski ! — ^Bridle  in  your  unruly  spirit ; —  quit  my 
house— be  seen  no  more  in  the  fields  of  Wraniczko ! 
Go  hence,  and  for  ever." 

It  needed  all  Juliusz's  affec^on  for  the  daugh- 
ter, to  teach  him  forbearance  towards  the  father. 
Michaelokski  stood  before  him,  doubly  guarded 
bjr  the  sanetity  of  his  grey  hairs,  and  his  consan- 
guinity with  Mineczka ;  but  as  the  hotrheaded 
youth  remounted  his  steed,  and  in  his  fiery  haste 
soon  left  the  pastures  of  Wraniczko  behind  him. 
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his  only  hope  and  only  thought  was  to  secure  an 
interview  with  Nepomucen's  betrothed  wife,  for  a 
further  tender  of  his  services  in  eluding  the  des- 
potic authority  of  her  father. 

He  had  reached  the  heart  of  the  forest  ere  he 
was  aware  of  his  course  or  its  direction.  But  when 
within  half  a  league  of  the  borders  of  the  Lubi- 
onki  lake,  eager  ere  he  presented  himself  at  Xa- 
wery's  cabin  to  subdue  all  tokens  of  his  recent 
emotion,  he  slackened  his  pace,  suffering  his 
panting  horse  to  wander  at  will  among  the  thickets 
of  alder  bushes,  entangled  with  briars  and  juniper. 
But  as  he  paused  beneath  the  solitary  and  spreading 
shade  of  one  of  the  noble  beech  trees  predominating 
here  and  there  over  the  underwood,  he  suddenly 

found  himself  addressed  by  a  shrill  grotesque  voice, 
which  bad  him  ride  on,  and  no  longer  defile  the 
green*wood  by  the  sighs  of  a  scoffed  lover,  or  the 
scheming  of  an  invidious  traitor.  Startled  beyond 
measure,  he  stopped  short, — ^looked  round  and 
round,— and  putting  himself  meanwhile  in  an  at- 
titude of  defence,  called  aloud  on  his  insulter  to 
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tome  forth.  Bnt  a  aoomfiil  laugh  afforded  the  sole 
reply  to  his  indignant  apostrophe;  and  Juliosz, 
cnmged  to  be  thus  derided  by  an  invisible  enemy, 
drew  his  sword. 

**  A  peacock's  feather  were  weapon  enough 
br  such  a  knight/'  cried  the  yoice  again. 
"To — to — tu — raliant  eon  of  Piast! — would  you 
cleave  ymder  pine  tree's  trunk  in  search  of  me  ? — 


or—" 


**  I  would  meet  thee,  face  to  face,  lurking 
pottroon! — and  hand  to  hand,"  ejaculated  young 
Felinski,  wheeling  his  horse  for  a  general  survey 
of  the  ground. 

Another  peal  of  laughter  was  the  sole  reply 
to  his  adjuration. 

"  Matka  B&za  T — cried  the  young  man, 
enraged  beyond  his  patience,  —  "  am'  I  goblin- 
mocked?'* — 

"  What  order  of  goblin  call  you  the  burly  Pan 
Michaelokski,  who  mocked  you  scarce  an  hour 
since  with  an  oaken  cudgel  t " — 

''  This  is  too  much ! "  cried  Juliusz. 

s6 


"^^fiT.  Jwc  jHL  ^ii,    itfar  ■fcare?'   poristed 


^tt  '«'*ii?if«  imi  &  miir^  :mz  ibtA 


9 


mat  inns  "fcnr. 


}t*i»xiiP  linufr  11.9  )m 

n  ancisv'  icvu. « 


^  Wlij,;  2Dif«32S  tl^  chxkerr  ? — God  in  Hem- 

m 

>v«.<! — iir   1  i«fr-Cfi   >t   m  Wiikoljikr     cried 


""vVic  — ibvXi  bAj?  i>o«  wit  to  |»ck  the 
Vv'^t^fi  w<  m  x*:i  CTfeckcC  i:*  iIit  eating/*  said 
;><  tvwv^  aI:)fr:^tiflT  as^s^iming  the  squeaking 
^'>ivr  %rf  a  pcpjvi  uKHirtehink,  and  the  nide 
*v**I^*t  o«  li?^  Maiurkan  peasant,  **  Go  home, 
vUiu^v  l>iiuv4 ! —  ListKii  no  more  by  the  wayside, 
I^^Ut'^rii^^  Uki?  a  thi^e-browsiiig  aas,  over  Minec- 

•ka  Mh'hacK^kska  and  her  sconi. — H<»ne,  Pani- 
«viik\^  }_hiiiiM»  ;~tk«ra  i$  news  for  thee  at  Lub- 
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lowicz.  €rird  <m  thy  pack  for  a  journey,  and 
mount  and  away.  Bat  look  thou  be  not  stopped 
on  the  threshold  of  thy  errand; — ^behold! — ^thy 
brother  is  at  hand ! 

From  Wamw's  waH  lie  ridet, 

Honrrm! 
Wboae  imi  th j  pde  itar  hides, 

Hourni! 
Noble  hii  cmt  and  bright,*- 

Rideonl 
Tbou  :— foDcd  in  lore  and  fight, — 

Begone!'* 

Scarcely  had  the  grotesque  chant  ended,  when 
Jalhus,  still  doubting  whether  he  were  not  made 
the  dupe  of  his  own  imagination  on  a  spot  he  had 

been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  weekly,  and  almost 
daily  finom  his  childhood,  inyoluntarily  obeyed  the 
injunction  of  his  mysterious  tormentor.  In  a 
state  of  indescribable  excitement,  he  soon  passed 
the  stable  gates  of  Lublowicz. 


CHAPTER   V. 


^''"-  b  he  haodMoe. 

And  yoang,  d'ye  uy  ?_ 
"""«'  Ob  I  »ir,  the  delicatot  aesh. 

And  floett  dotbe*  withal ;  and  soirh  a  ^nnt 

With  lucb  a  saddle ! 

Bbjvmoxt  j\a  FLETtata. 


It  would  be  difficult  to  describe  the  amazement 
with  which,  on  entering  the  stables  of  Lublowicz, 
the  startled  Juliusz  perceived,  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  mysterious  warnings  of  the  Puszcia,  hi? 
father's  stoutest  horse  (reserved  for  occasions  of 
his  longest  journeys,)  stood  saddled  for  his  use  ; 
and  that  another,  best  adapted  to  match  with  iu 
Pwes,  waa  also  in  progress  of  prepamtion.    A 
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small  Talise,  capable  of  containing  a  few  changes 

of  linen,  was  in  the  hands  of  little  Piotr  ready  to 
be  strapped  to  the  cmpper. — ^What  oonid  be  the 

objeet  of  these  preliminaries? — He  was  about  to 
hazard  a  question  on  the  subject  to  one  of  the 
himls,  when  the  sudden  appearance  of  his  father 
at  the  kitchen  door  forestalled  his  cross-exami- 
nation. 

'*  If  jon  have  aught  of  business  to  discharge 
before  you  quit  home,  for  weeks,  or  it  jnay  be  for 
eren  more,  be  pleased  to  expedite  its  execution," 
said  Felinski,  gravely,  but  not  angrily,  to  bis  son. 

**  Quit  home? — ^for  ^eeks — ^for  more?"  faltered 
Jnliusz. 

'*  On  the  instant.     My  preparations,  you  see, 

are  already  completed." 
"  Father  r 

^'  Not  a  word !  you  promised  to  submit  to  my 

determination. — It  is  taken. — ^You  hare  profited 

by  my  absence  to  visit  Lubionki ;  I  profit  by  your 

return^  to  bid  you  mount  and  follow  me,  I  have 

business  for  you  at  Warsaw." 
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*^  On  my  honest  word  I  come  not  now  from 
Xaweiy's  dwelling;  on — *" 

"  This  is  no  place  or  time  for  the  discussion," 
cried  Felinski,  pointing  to  the  domestics  who  were 
pausing  in  their  occupation,  to  catch  a  hmt  of 
what  was  going  on.  "  Suffice  it  that  your  father 
commands  you  to  accompany  him  on  a  joum^, 
of  which  the  object  will  in  its  progress  be  made 
amply  known." 

The  tone  of  Felinski  satisfied  his  son  that  re- 
joinder or  remonstrance  would    be   unayailing. 
Trusting  that,  in  the  course  of  their  expedition,  he 
should  be  able  to  obtain  at  least  a  hearing  for 
the  aiguments  and  entreaties  he  wished  to  press 
upon  his  father,  Juliusz  attempted  to  conciliate 
him  by  the  promptitude  of  his  obedience, — and 
having  hastily  achieved  his  preparations,  mounted 
the  horse  destined  for  his  use ;  and,  as  they  deli- 
berately rode  forth  from  the  gateway  of  the  farm, 
not  even  Felinski  was  vigilant  enough  to  detect 
the   momentary    contact    by   which   Piotr   was 
chaiged  with  a  few  words  of  tender  farewell  for 
the  gentle  maiden  of  Wraniczko. 
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He  hrm  ot  LoUawicz,  ntaated  on  the  extreme 
ipo^  of  the  foraet,  wBfl  dirided  by  flovne  half  a  docen 
mfles  dtttanoe  finom  the  little  town  of  Labloyst ;  and 
the  road^  numing  along  a  ridge  of  hills,  and  over* 
looking  one  of  those  yast  arable  plams  constitatmg 
the  wealth  of  the  Polish  fanner,  conunaxided  no 
object  <m  which  the  agitated  boy  could  ground  a 
eomrerBation.  The  uniyersal  green  of  the  com 
fields  was  interrupted  only  by  the  ulver  thread  of 
the  Vistula  bounding  the  further  extremity  of  the 
ralley  ;  and,  till  they  reached  the  straggling 
suburb  of  the  town  (so  called  from  containing  two 
parish  churches,  three  convents,  and  two  hundred 
squalid  wooden  dwelling-houses  instead  of  the 
twentieth  portion  thereof  constituting  a  village), 
Felinski  interrupted  the  measured  tramp  of  his 
stout  Lithuanian  hack,  only  to  address  the  beast 
with  certain  nondescript  interjecdons  of  reproof 
or  encouragement. 

But  not  so  much  as  an  interjection  of  re- 
proof or  encouragement  breathed  he  to  his  com* 
panion ;    and   so  oppresdve  was  this  mute  t£te 


88  THB  CONFBDBRATES 

k  t^te  to  poor  Juliusz,  who  had  flo  much  to  ex- 
press and  so  much  to  learn,  that  for  the  first  time 
it  afforded  him  satisfaction  to  enter  the  little 
square,  or  Rynek,  of  Lubloyst ;  dominated  by  a 
Ratusz  or  town-hall,  of  stuccoed  brick, — ^by  a 
dial  on  whose  uncouth  frontage,  the  hours  of  the 
neighbouring  district  were  religiously  regulated ; 
and  to  note  the  bustle  of  its  mart  of  petty  trade, 
theTarg,  with  its  stalls  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  in- 
terspersed with  tawdry  trinkets,  toys,  and  popular 
dainties.  He  knew  that,  at  the  early  hour  of 
afternoon  they  had  already  reached,  the  sober 
burghers,  would  be  pursuing,  pipe  in  mouth,  their 
after-dinner  exercise, — ^while  the  illustrious  Grod- 
ski,  more  argimientative  than  the  rest,  held  forth 
in  exposition  of  the  last  tariff  from  DanXzig,  or  the 
last  news  from  Warsaw; — ^that  their  daughters^ 
would  be  standing  forth  in  the  several  doorways, 
with  knitting-pin  or  spindle  in  hand ; — that  one  or 
two  deformed  objects  would  be  crouched  upon  the 
steps  of  the  marketrhouse,  or  stimiping  about  on 
crutches,  with'  a  clamorous  demand  to  all  pas- 
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sengers  for  a  groaz  or  two  in  the  name  of  the 
Holy  Tirgin  of  Czenstochowa ; — and  that  groups 
of  filthy  Jewish  brats  would  be  wallowing. in  the 

mild,  shrieking  out  their  claims  to  some  broken 
pipe-bowl  or  cannister.  But  the  stir  and  tumult 
of  the  market-place  was  at  least  preferable  to 
the  jangle  of  his  horse's  housings,  or  the  grum- 
bling reprehensions  of  his  horse's  master. 

Scarcely,  however,  had  they  ridden  into  the 
square  of  the  Rynek,  when  Juliusz  observed  that 
an  unwonted  order  of  things  was  prevalent. 
There  indeed  stood  the  Ratusz ;  with  its  horolo- 
gical  gnomon  above,  and  the  edicts  of  the  Grodski, 
or  mayor,  afBxed  against  the  wall  in  a  wire- 
guarded  cage,  on  either  side  the  entrance  below^ 
But  the  cripples,  instead  of  extending  their  wi< 
thered  pahns  on  the  doorsteps,  were  confabulatiog 
together;  and  ever  and  anon  indulging  in  those 
bitter,  scornful  chuckles  with  which  the  Ishmaelites 
of  nature, — the  ejected  sons  of  the  bondswoman, 

— ^repay  the  lofty  contempt  of  the  prosperous.  The 
Chlopi^  had  left  their  skittles  half  buried  in  the 
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mudy  and  were  gazing  with  open-mouthed  won- 
derment on  some  neighbouring  object : — ^the  veiy 
burghers,  arrested  in  their  perambulations,  stood 
transfixed  with  admiration,  tempered  by  a  caustic 
sneer  on  the  brows  of  the  more  circumspect ; — and 
it  was  only  the  damsels  with  their  spindles,  whose 
broad,  fair  faces  were  widened  by  a  smile  of  un* 
qualified  satisfaction.  One  or  two,  indeed,  went 
knitting  on,  at  a  rate  of  supernatural  industry ; 

but  blushing  the  while  over  their  work  in  a 
way  which  proved  them  doubly  interested  in  the 
mysterious  source  of  public  excitement  they  af-- 
fected  to  disregard. 

Involuntarily  Jnliusz  looked  around  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  enigma ;  and  at  the  first  glance 
observed  a  fine  horse,  showily  caparisoned,  led 
by  one  of  the  least  ragged  of  the  little  mud- 
kneaders,  at  the  extremity  of  the  square.  But 
before  he  had  time  to  push  his  investigations,  the 
secret  of  its  appearance  there  was  explained  by  his 
father's  loud  and  uncontrollable  exclamation  of 
"  Het! — ^pestilence !—^hat brings  him  here?— 'tis 
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Konstanty  V* — And  haying  suddenly  drawn  np  his 
horse,  so  as  to  attract  the  notice  of  the  foppish 
jgoDg  Lancer  who  stood  langhing  and  tapping  the 
cfae^  of  little  Rozetdut,  the  innkeeper's  daughter, 
in  the  gateway  of  her  fSetther's  Karczma,  the  gay 
captain  clapped  his  schakos  firmer  on  his  brow, 
and  with  ringing  spur  and  clanking  sabre,  stalked 
importantly  towards  his  astonished  parent. 

*'What  make  you  here,  Konstanty?" — said 
Fdinski,  in  any  thing  but  a  tone  of  welcome; 
(while  Julinsz,  who  had  already  leapt  from  his 
horse,  receired  on  either  cheek  the  salutation  then 
in  use,  but  offered  after  a  fashion  far  more  grace- 
fid  than  fraternal.) — **  Your  brother  and  myself 
were  even  now  on  our  road  to  the  city." 

**  The  better  my  fortune.  Sir,  to  have  intercepted 
yon  by  the  way/'  replied  Konstanty,  twirling  his 
mustachioe.  ''  I  haye  furlough  of  leave  for  a 
week  8  visit  to  Lublowicz,  ere  the  opening  of  the 
tribunal  of  Petrikof .  I  applied  for  it,  indeed,  on 
the  attracticMi  of  the  Wodarodko  festival;  but 
odiers  of  the  regiment  were  before-hand  with  me.'* 
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"  Heartily,  heartily  welcome !"  cried  Juliusz, 
his  cordiality  warming  with  the  delight  of  an  un- 
expected reprieve,  and  the  amazement  of  this  two- 
fold confirmation  of  the  forest  prophecy;  while 
Konstanty,  heckoning  with  majestic  gesture  to  the 
boy  who  held  his   horse's  bridle,  and  throwing 

arrogantly  on  the  ground  a  small  piece  of  money 
for  his  requital,  was  in  his  saddle  in  a  moment 

"  We  will  ride  back  together,  sir,"  said  he, 
authoritatively  to  his  father ;  who  remained  silent 
with  vexation  and  disappointment  at  this  frustra- 
tion of  his  purpose  ;  till,  as  Konstanty  turned  to 
wave  his  hand  in  adieu  to  the  pretty  Rozetzka, 

(who  still  stood  pouting  in  the  archway,  wishing 
Felinski  exactly  where  he  wished  to  be — at  War- 
saw,) he  contrived  to  whisper  to  Juliusz — "  Not 
a  word  to  your  brother,  as  you  value  my  dif»- 
pleasure,  either  of  Lubionki,  or  the  motive  of  our 

journey." 

It  might  have  amused  the  aerial  spirit  of  the 
Puszcza  (if,  as  Juliusz  began  to  believe,  that  "  airy 
voice  which  syllabled  men's  names"  were  indeed 
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sottie  viewless  creature  of  the  elements,  baojant 
in  the  atmosphere,)  to  note  the  singular  contrast 
afforded  bjr  Felinski'g  ride  towards  LuUoyst,  and 
his  ride  back  to  Lublowicz ;— the  dead  silence  being 
now  succeeded  by  Konstanty's  most  life-like  loqua- 
city :  by  a  series  of  questions  seeking  no  reply, 

and  a  series  of  conmiunications  requiring  no  com- 
ment.— Banter,  flippancy,  epigram,  all  that  the 
fluent  go^p  of  the  court  or  the  camp  could  sup- 
ply, was  at  his  finger's  ends  .-—sneering  first  at 
the  Quixotism  of  Cezary  Czelenszki,  and  next, 
(when  reproved  for  irreverence  by  his  fiftther,)  ex- 
tending his  offence  to  the  state-ministers,  the  Diet, 
the  very  king  himself! — ^Juliusz,  aware  how  dis- 
pleasing to  his  father  was  Konstant/s  self-sufii- 
cient  opinionativeness  qualified  by  the  '*We," 
which  bespoke  impunity,  as  connecting  himself 
with  the  house  of  Czartoryski,  vainly  attempted 
to  silence  his  sallies  by  tidings  of  home,  news  of 
their  neighbours,  of  the  farm,  the  hinds,  the  little 
circle  of  his  own  gyrations.  For  all  and  each^ 
the  mustadiioed  courtierling  liad  a  word  of  moe- 
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kery,  an  ironical  rejoinder ;  and  JulinBz,  looking 
on  hij9  brother  with  an  eye  of  jealous  rivalship, 
was  almost  as  much  irritated  as  Felinski  bj- 
the  *' hyperbolical  fiend/*  that  seemed  to  have 
taken  possession  of  the  gay  proteg6  of  Prince 
Czartoryski. 

"What  ails  our  doughty  Atrides?" — inquired 
Konstanty,   with  a  laugh,  when  at  length,  his 
father,  unable  to  disguise  his  dissatisfaction,  pricked 
forward  homewards  on  pretext  of  issuing  house- 
hold orders.    "  And  what,  in  the  name  of  aU  that 
is  quizzical,  was  taking  you  both  to  Warsaw,  'quip- 
ped and  mounted  like  two  Pomeranian  pedlars, 
bound  to  the  fair  of  Dantzig ! — Mother  of  Heaven ! 
I  would  not  have  had  you  enter  our  barrack-yard 
in  such  a  guise,  no !  not  for  the  brightest  glance 
of  the  bright  eyes  of  La  Beaumence,  our  new 
Terpsichore  from  Dresden  !** — 

"  Believe  me,"  said  Juliusz,  "  I  have  as  litUe 
taste  for  the  enterprize,  as  you  for  witnessing  its 
achievement.  My  father,  elated  I  suppose  fay 
jfour  snooess  at  Wareaw,  has  a  mind  to  try  the 
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effect  of  metropolitan  air  on  my  booriAhnesB.    He 
is  about  to  apprentice  me  to  some  mechanical 

trade." 

^  Holy  Heaven ! — ^he  shall  not, — he  iartz  not!" 
— cried  Konstanly,  chedung  his  horse  with  vio- 
loiee.  ^'Does  the  old  gentleman  consider  the 
evil  that  wodd  be  wrought  to  me,  yoor  brother, 
by  such  a  slur  on  my  professional  career? — It 
mnst  not  be.'* 

«<It  will  not,**  sud  Juliusz.  **  Sooner  than 
derogate  from  my  condition,  I  would  find  my  way 
on  fiDot  to  Pragne,  and  enlist  for  the  Empress.'' 

''  Enlist  for  Austria !  when  my  interest  at 
Pnlawy  would  instantly  procure  you  a  commis- 
aon  in  Czartoiyski's  household  brigade ! " — 

'*  Were  you  to  make  me  its  Colonel,"  replied 
the  young  man  with  spirit, ''  I  would  not  devote 
my  service  to  the  partizan  of  Muscovy ! " 

'*  I  shall  explain  to  my  father,  at  leisure,  my 
views  on  this  point,"  said  Konstanty,  with  an  air 
of  self-complacency.  ^*  The  old  gendemiui  gamers 
hb  ideas,  like  hia  mouldy  wheat,  yonder  in  the 
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-n:!  -^  ^rs.    jr   lit*   iriLtuiiin'tis   It   pirli^   opinioB. 

"iiil   311?.  -T  I'-Msr' — H.'w  Vh-  !*  ih^  &ir  star  <rf^ 

Wr^i,o3i  • — Y'tt  JT^  X'  kntr'T  :3iAt  her  smiles 
1^— .Qj-^-  ^  .acer^  ^  'jiti  W,iLir*>iio  tV?*:ral! — Our 
jTiLz;!  C«:i».a»iL  Aa*£  Cit^tz^iki  talk  of  nothing 
Sir  X -n^fiTiA:* :  a:i«£  h  iee^iis  ;hat  eT\eii  Prin- 
■re?tf  C«::ir::nr^k:A  xz^d  ir.r  Ki?c«»r  wene  capdrmled 
ry  -rile  ^lr:^:zL^r^  2*iJvirCc  :£  MxLicIoLiki's  daagb- 
xer.  Ik  jcG  kzcw  ^iciil.i  I  tind  tbt^ir  report  in 
2JLJ  reaLaccauri^  dr^rv«  cvrr^fvt,  I  have  some  small 
jyAXffk  of  dcaiAHriin^  ih*  srlrl  in  marriage  of  her 

farher  ? — It  wc-ol J  cot  5uii  me,  iiideed  were  we  to 
he  Toked  to^rether  like  oxen  to  a  Mazownan 
piooffh  : — hat  >he  would  serve  mv  turn  very  toler- 
ablj  as  a  campaigning  wife ; — and  when  the  old 

gentleman  dies ** 

'*  No  need  of  extending  your  anticipations  so 
far,**  cried  Jaliusz,  indignantly  kicking  open  the 
outer  gate  of  the  fieuin  as  he  entered,  making 
way  for  his  brother.  *'  Within  a  month,  Minecika 
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will   be   the  wedded  wife  of  Neponmoen  Pu- 
lafiki/' 

"  The  wedded  wife  of  King  Karimir*8  kettle- 
dmnuner! — Psha! — ^wait  till  I  have  pat  forward 
mjf  pretensioiia,  and  see  what  the  old  pedant  of 
Wnmicxko  finds  to  say  in  answer  to  them! — ^Ho! — 
Ha ! — ^Ignacy ! — ^Piotr ! — Jan  }■— Szanko  V  cried  he, 
as  the  boofs,  rejoicing  at  the  aspect  of  tbeir  yonng 
master  as  he  ambled  into  the  stable,  crowded  to 
take  his  horse.  ''Keep  the  west  wind  between 
OS,  knaTes,  for  the  love  of  garlick !" — ^And  enter- 

ii^  the  hall,  the  -gay  yonng  Uhlan  soon  forgot 
his  afleetation  in  a  mess  of  pillaw,  which  by 
Us  Ikther's  orders  already  smoked  on  the  table 
fer  the  hungry  traveller :  flanked  by  a  dish  of 
fried  manna,  and  another  of  slimy  yellow  gurken^ 
such  as  Sdaronic  digestion  may  alone  adven- 
tore.  A  goblet  of  lipiec,  and  a  bottle  of  Bi- 
aamberger  stood  beside  it :  and  FeKnski,  in  spite 
of  his  discontent,  could  not  refuse  to  pledge  his 
fiist-hom  in  token  of  welcome  to  the  paternal 
roof-tree  of  Liiblowicz. 

TOL.   I.  F 


CHAPTER  VI. 


This  pamper'd  people  whom,  debanched  with  ease. 
No  King  could  gOTeni,  and  no  God  oonld  please, 
lliese  Adam-wits,  too  fortunately  free, 
Began  to  dream  they  wanted  liberty ; 
And  when  no  rule,  no  precedent,  was  found. 
Of  men  by  laws  less  circumscribed  and  bound. 
They  led  their  wfld  desires  to  woods  and  cares. 
And  thought  that  all  but  sarages  were  slaves. 

jfBSALOm  AVD  AcatTOPUEL^ 


The  repabliean  kingdom  of  Poland  was,  at 
the  epoch  to  which  we  have  been  allnding-, 
involved  in  one  of  those  fever-fits  of  national 
discord,  the  frequent  recurrence  of  which  even- 
tually produced    that  fatal  state  of  exhaustion 
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and  pimtratioo,  which  rendered  it  a  ready  prey 
to  the  three  great  Powers;  who  already,  like 
hungry  ea^ee,  eat  watching  the  gradual  eztiiic- 
tioa  of  its  ener^es  of  life. 

Angostos  IIL»  old  and  feeUe,  haying  been 
driTen  by  the  anoies  of  Pnusia  from  his  here- 
ditaiy  Saxon  states  to  shelter  in  Warsaw,— 4Md 
die  mortification  to  behold  his  fiiYoiuite  son  ejected 
from  the  Dnchy  of  Courland  he  had  so  rashly  be- 
stowed aponhim ;  and  held  prisoner  in  his  palace 
St  Mittau  by  Biren,  his  predecessor,  recently  re- 
called from  the  desarts  of  Pelym  by  Peter  III. 

Coont  Briihl,  his  old  and  long  trusted  minis* 
ter,  OTereome  by  the  revenes  Ait  interests  at  the 
court  of  Petersbnij  had  experienced  under  the 
new  reign,  was  expiring  of  a  gradual  decay  of 
natore; — the  hereditary  Prince  of  Saxony,  in 
whose  &Tonr  the  King  of  Poland  had  so  long 
been  intriguing  to  secure  the  succession,  was 
inerty  deformed,  and  unaspiring:— CTery  circum- 
stance combined  to  depress  the  fortunes  of  the 
Saxon  djBMStj,  aod  to  acedenite  its  expulnon  firom 

v2 
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a  kingdom  in  which,  at  one  period,  it  seemed 
to  have  obtained  an  inalienable  hereditary  in- 
terest. 

The  sceptre  of  Russia,  meanwhile,  which  in 
the  energetic  hands  of  Catherine  had  acquired 
an  influence  doubly  fatal  to  the  enfeebled  king- 
dom of  Poland,  was  courted  into  harsher  despo- 
tism by  the  intrigues  of  the  house  of  Czarto- 
lyski.  Prince  Radzivil,  exercising  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Lithuania  an  almost  sovereign  authority, 
and  having  at  his  disposal  a  little  army  of  fonr 
thousand  men  and  forty  pieces  of  cannon,  was 
already  at  the  head  of  a  host,  (ironically  known 
under  the  name  of  the  Lithuanian  Haydumacka, 
or  brigands), — and  prepared  to  push  to  all  extre- 
mities his  feud  with  the  Russian  and  Czartoryski 
party;  —  and  of  the  united  nobility  to  whom, 
at  such  a  crisis,  the  liberties  of  the  Republic 
were  sacredly  entrusted,  the  venerable  Branicki, 
Captain  -  General  of  Poland,  alone  seemed  to 
regard  in  his  opinions  or  measures  the  true 
interests   of  the    distracted   state,  —  a    prey    to 
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domeslic  fiu^tioDS  and  foreign  allies.  The  pro- 
▼iDces  of  the  north  had  as  yet  received  no 
mdemnification  for  the  ravages  commitled  by 
the  RnsBian  troops  during  their  occapatkm:— 
Frederick,  on  pretext  of  his  losses  on  the  ViHah 
eamaaej  daring  the  recent  war,  was  ezerdsii^ 
*ri«trary  levies  in  Prussian  Poland,  similar,  in 
^fint  and  execution,  to  the  exactions  of  the 
crusades;— whfle  Gueray,  khan  of  Tartary, 
was  encamped  with  his  hordes  on  the  south- 
ern finontier,  with  the  menace  of  immediate 
invasion. 

It  was  at  this  period  that  Keyserling,  the 
General  employed  by  Russia  to  pkce  three  suc^ 
ccasive  princes  upon  the  throne  of  Poland,  sug- 
gested  to  the  Czarina  the  advantage  of  assuming 
a  more  imposing  attitude;  and  <m  pretext  of 
traversing  the  kmgdom.to  the  Ukrame,  four 
Russian  regiments,  with  their  artiUery  and  eveiy 
requisite  for  a  campaign,  entered  Lithuania 
MUKmndng  the  speedy  arrival  of  a  still  larger 
detachment.     Prince  Radrivil,  meanwhile,  hav- 
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ing  a  safficient  force  for  the  defence  of  the  tri- 
bonalB  of  the  proyince  established  at  Wilna, 
was  supported  m  his  determinations  of  resistance, 
and  inspired  with  prudence  and  moderation  by 
constant  communication  with  the  patriot  nobles 
assembled  at  Bialystok,  the  residence  of  the  wise 
and  venerable  Branicki; — and  the  Czartoryski 
party,  although  upheld  by  their  domestic  troops 
to  the  amount  of  several  thousand  men  en- 
camped near  Warsaw,  seemed  appi'ehensive  of 
bringing  to  a  crisis  the  anarchy  of  the  kingdom 
by  an  open  coalition  with  Russia,  at  a  period 
when  the  approaching  vacation  of  the  throne 
might  so  shortly  elevate  them  to  supreme  power 
and  invalidate  their  revolutionary  projects. 

The  political  representatives  of  the  nation, 
the  Senate,  or  elder  and  younger  brothers  of  the 
Republic,  were  actuated,  for  the  most  part,  by  views 
of  personal  ambition  to  intrigue  for  or  against 
the  ascendancy  of  Russia.  The  more  conscien- 
tious were  easily  persuaded  by  the  Cxartoryski 
party  that  the  Empress,  now  leagued  by  terms  of 
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tbxest  amity  with  the  King  of  PnuBia,  was  solely 
suspended  in  her  intentions  of  annihilatiiig  the 
Republic  by  predilections  in  favour  of  their 
house ;  and  the  remainder, — ^looking  eagerly  to 
a  diriaon  of  the  spoil  of  sorereignty  in  the 
great  charges  of  the  Crown, — wanted  spirit  to 
endanger  their  personal  interests  on  the  eve  of 
an  election,  while  the  frontiers  were  thus  power- 
fidly  invested. 

Bat  while  the  Court  and  the  Aristocracy  slum* 
bered,  or  aflfected  to  slumber  at  their  post,  other 
sparks  were  gradually  enkindled  in  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  affording  promise  of  a  purifying 
fire,  even  in  the  heart  of  its  corruptions.  While 
the  nobles  were  engrossed  by  the  movements'  of 
the  Lithuanian  army,  or  the  menaces  of  the 
Tatars,  the  people  of  Poland, — ^the  slaves  and 
not  the  children  ot  the  soil, — the  bondsmen  of  a 
RepdUic  whose  hollow  watchword  was  the  name 
of  Liberty, — were  inspired  with  a  hope  that  in  the 
day  o[  strife  their  chains  might  be  loosened,  and 
the  light  of  freedom  extended  to  their  gloomy 
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obscurity.  The  myasioiifly  which  had  recently 
wrung  such  golden  exactions  from  the  nobles, 
had  proportionately  injured  the  lot  of  their  vas- 
sals ;  and  the  fair  fields  trampled  by  the  troops 
oi  Muscovy  and  Prussia,  if  they  filled  but  scantily 
the  gamers  of  the  lord,  left  the  wallet  of  the 
peasant  wholly  empty.  The  cry  of  the  noble® 
and  farmers  was  great, — ^for  they  had  a  voice  in 
the  land  and  its  legislation.  But  the  murmuring 
of  the  wretched  boors  was  smothered  beside  their 
desolate  hearths;  and  the  discontent  against 
Russia  and  its  partizans,  gnawing  their  hearts, 
found  vent  in  *'  curses,  not  loud,  but  deep/' 

The  moment  was  favourable  for  combination 
and  patriotic  congress.  The  chief  nobility  were 
assembled  at  Wilna,  Warsaw,  Bialystok ; — ^the 
farmers,  themselves  free  citizens,  whose  national 
pride  was  scarcely  less  deeply  concerned  in  the 
quarrel,  were  unusually  careless  in  maintaining 
the  discipline  of  their  estates : — the  very  Ekonoms 
were  either  absorbed  by  the  rumours  emanating 
from    the    provincial    Dietines,    or   frequentiy, 
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to  encourage    the  disaffection   of  the 
miaerable  beings  committed  to  their  charge. 

Resembling  rather  the  stage  of  barbarism  pre- 
ceding that  of  feudality  than  the  times  actually 
feudal,  the  order  of  the  Republican  constitution 
of  Poland  was  in  hci  an  obsolete  remnant  of  the 
dark  ^es,  which  nothing  but  the  deficiency  of 
public  enlightenment  and  instruction  could  have 
perpetuated  ;  and,  though  the  wise  institutions  of 
Kasimir  *  had  so  hr  operated  in  redemption  of  its 
8er&  as  to  extend  towards  them  the  benefit  of  the 

laws,  and  render  it  a  crime  to  kill  them  without 
proTOcation,  —  every  thing   short   of  murder, — 

stripes,  arbitrary  imprisonments,  and  domestic 
persecotions,  were  inflicted  without  remorse.  Ma* 
ria  Theresa  had  but  recently  set  the  example  of 
emancipating  her  Bohemian  and  Hungarian  sub- 
jects by  the  institution  of  the  Urbarium  or  mral 
contract,  which  still  causes  her  name  to  be  held 
in  yeneradon  in  those  enfranchised  kingdoms; 
and  the  peasants  of  Poland  were  still  required 

*  IiDfiiciIIj  named  by  tlie  nobility  '*  Rex  Rusticoram." 

F  5 
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to  repay  the  protection  of  their  lord,'— his  gift  of 
a  squalid  homestead,  a  milch  oow  or  two,  and 
grain  for  the  subeistenoe  of  his  human  beasts  of 
burthen,  —  by  the  most  abject  and  loathsome 
subjection.  Here  and  there,  a  somewhat  less 
tyrannous  despot, — nay,  even  good  and  gene- 
rous masters  might  be  found,  admitting  the 
right  of  the  peasant  to  certain   hours  of   the 

day,  and  even  to  certain  days  of  the  week  tbr 
their  own  account :  but  with  the  majority  reproof 
was  conveyed  in  a  blow,  and  remonstrance  visited 
by  severest  bodily  coercion. 

Such  was  the  state  of  things  which,  combining 

with  the  fearful  disorders  of  the  state,  produced, 
amid  the  recesses  of  the  forests  of  Poland,  minor 

confederations,  such  as  that  of  Lubionki :— «ome» 
united  by  the  holy  band  of  religious  fraterniza- 
tion;— some  by  the  iron  ligatures  of  political 
discontent  and  detestation  of  the  encroachments 
of  Russia ; — some  by  the  electric  chain  of  a 
love  of  Liberty; — and  still  more,  by  the  ma* 
chinations  of  the  Jesuits,  to  whose  hands  were 
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delegated  almoet  all  the  institatioiu  connected 
vitli  popular  instmction. 

Xawerj^B  ootti^,  the  head  quarters  of  the 
froodearB  of  the  district  of  Lubloyst,  has  been 
already  described  as  ritnated  at  the  extremity 
of  tbe  Tillage  of  Lubionki,  in  the  depth  of 
die  forest;  presenting  an  insignificant  exterior, 
cunningly  moulded  to  the  purpose  of  the  confe- 
deratea.  The  little  yard  connecting  the  wooden 
hord  with  the  rough  paling,  (over  which  the 
tall  forest-fern  peeped  as  if  scorning  so  paltry 
an  inroad  of  civilization  on  its  sylvan  dominion), 
eoi^Bined  a  species  of  shed,  seemingly  piled  with 
fiigotwood,  which  concealed  a  large  cellar,  exca- 
vated after  the  fashion  of  Tatar  dwellings,  and 
capable  of  assembling  some  forty  or  fifty  ihdi- 
viduala  not  too  choice  in  their  means  of  accom- 

modadon.  Two  rough  benches  of  pine-logs  tra- 
versed the  little  senltte-house;  and  the  day-light, 
admitted  only  through  a  laige  grating  inserted  in 
the  external  wall  of  the  shed,  produced  upon  the 
persons  of  its  inmates  those  striking  results  of  light 
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and  shade,  which  the  experience  of  Rembrandt 
in  his  father's  mill  pointed  out  as  so  admira- 
bly effectiTe  in  giving  force  and  character  to 
objects  and  countenances  in  themselres  trivial 
and  unattractive. 

The  Maxowszan  confederates,  accustomed  to 
assemble  in  that  rude  retreat,  were  however 
unchargeable  with  the  sin  of  triviality  of  aspect : 
— ^whatever  else  was  wanting  in  their  external 
presentment,  the  picturesque  was  there  in  all  its 
vigour  of  wildness.  Hewers  of  wood  and  drawers 
of  water,  Xawery's  associates  boasted  all  the 
marked  individuality  which  characterises  those 
in  habitual  contact  with  the  woods, — untrann 
melled  by  social  conventions,  and  accustomed 
to  liX>k  on  nature  face  to  fiice. 

Tliene  was  old  Ignacy  the  W^glarz,  or  charcoal- 
Uirwer,  a  serf  of  one  of  the  recently  enfranchised 
villages  ;  but,  from  the  necessities  of  his  vocation, 
exempted  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ekonom  : — 
for  fifty  yeara  had  he  been  a  dweller  in  the 
Puszcia;  and  himself  and  his  two  goodly  sons 
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teemed  to   haye  taken   for   their  model    waie 
gnarled  tnmk  supported  by  stoot  and  yerdant 
wplingB.     There  was  Adamy  the  forester,  and 
his  yooi^    brother; — Ihere  were   cattle-drovers 
and  swine-herds, — barkers  and   kermes-gather^ 
ers ; — each  wearing  his  patched  or  tattered  kos> 
nda  after  a  different  fashion;  some  with  shaven 
crowns,  after  the  national  fashion;  (a)  —  some 
with  the   shaggy  nntrimmed  Slavcmic  mane,  so 
apt  to  generate  that  filthy  soomge  the  Plik,*  or 
Polish    entanglement.      One  or  two,  after  the 
guise  of  the  Lithuanian  peasants,  wore  boots  of 
vntanned  skin  with  the  for  tnmed  inwards ; — one 
or  two  affected  the  Polish  Confederatka,  or  cap 
of  lozenge  form :  but  the  costume  of  the  majority 
was  of  that  nondescript  kind  which  results  from 
necessity  —  a  covering  of  tattered  canvas,  pur- 
porting to  shut  out,  as  best  it  might,  all  casualties 

or  inclemencies  of  weather* 

The  countenances  visible  in  that  little  synod 
partook,  however,  of  a  higher  order  of  endow- 

*  Plicm  Polonica,  demed  from  tlie  SlmTonic,  Plik,  m  knot  or 
bniulle. 
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ment : — ^their  rags  were  the  gift  of  their  taak-maa- 
ten, — the  souls  irradiatiiig  their  powerful  phy- 
siognomies, the  gift  of  Goo ! — Sternness  of  pur- 
pose,  patience  to  endure,  and  courage  to  sur- 
mount, shone  there  with  the  lustre  that  is  of 
immortality ;  and  if ,  in  a  few  instances,  degraded 
bj  cunning  or  brutalized  by  ferocity,  even  that 
feroci^  was  of  human  evocation : — ^like  their  own 
forest-cattle,  a  lavish  application  of  the  goad  had 
stimulated  them  into  vicious  fury. 

But  the  chief  characteristic, — the  characteristic 
that  warred  not  with  the  grave  intensity  of  their 
looks  although  it  caused  the  bright  effulgence  to 
glance  and  pass  away  in  transient  and  ungovern- 
ed  oorruscation, — consisted  in  a  total  want  of 
enlightenment.    All  that  could  be  learped  from 
superficial    nature,    they  knew.    The    shadowy 
forest,  the  blue  sky,  the    gladsome  river,    had 
whispered  to  them  that  thtjf  too  had  an  inheri- 
tance in  the  land,  and  that  it  was  not  by  the 
will  of  Providence  they  were  scourged  into  ad- 
hesion to  this  or  that  allotment  of  the  glebe ; — 
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Ibat  the  Cmtor,— who  has  writtm  oo  the  labkB 

vt  his  law  a  sjmpadiy  of  brotherhood  throagh- 

cmt  the  hmnan  ncej  and  Toaduafed,  in  die  ptcni- 

tode  of  hiB  mercy,  redemption  onto  all  mankind, — 

had  not  ordained  the  fi>ot  of  the  oppreasof  to  boar 

down  their  necka  into  the  dost,  nor  their  diiMren 

to  be  bom  to  the  bitter  bread  of  bondage. — They 

knew  all  this,  for  they^^  it; — the  aermona  written 

on  their  forest  trees,  and  the  books  of  their  nm- 

ning  brooks,  had  incnlcated  the  lesson.    Bat  the 

tmorage  of  worldly  lore  was  wanting.    Nature 

had  inspired  them  with  a  dears  to  break  their 

chaina;  but  no  insist  into  the  recorded  expert* 

ence  of  nations  instmcted  them  that  prematnre 

atten^rts  serve  only  as  a  jdea  lor  doubling  the 

strength  and  weight  of  the  fetters ;  or  even  that 

ineqpiality  of  strengdi  neeesntates  the  adoption  of 

defenaiTe  armoor,  galling  and  oppressive  to  the 

wearer.    Not  one  of  them  could  read, — not  one 

of  themeoold  write ; — end  they  were  consequently 

devoid    of  means  of  inter-communication  with 

eommunitiea  professing  their  own  opnions  in  the 
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adjoining  provinces; — and  thus  thrown  into  the 
power  of  designing  factionaries  and  placed  under 
the  influence  of  the  Zakon  Jesuitow. — Leagued  into 
political  confederation  by  a  common  love,  a  com- 
mon hate — they  worshipped  the  venerable  name  of 
Branickiy   who  was  understood  to   advocate  the 
abolition  of  villanage  throughout  the  kingdom  ; 
and  abhorred  that  of  Czartoryski,  as  one  in  alli- 
ance with    their  supreme    tyrants,   the   detested 
Russians.     But  they  were  leagued  by  even  more 
than  this  ;^-even  by  that  mighty  tie  of  a  common 

and  superstitious  creed,  inspiring  a  general  hatred 
of  all  Dissidents;*  whether  the  Lutherans  of 
Saxony,  or  the  Iconoclasts  of  the  Greek  schism. 
The  Jesuits  of  Wilna  and  Grodno  had  already 
done  much  to  strengthen  the  connecting  links  of 
the  Catholic  church  throughout  the  provinces  of 
Poland ; — and  while,  sanctioned  by  the  precepts 
and  example  of  Soltyk,  the  patriotic  Bishop  of 
Cracow,  the  hierarchy  of  the  king(?om  upraised 

*  Protettuits  of  all  aecta,  as  well  u  memben  of  the  Patmrchal 
Churclii  are  inclnded  aader  thia  hiatorical  dcaifpiatioD. 
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the  authority  of  the  Croder  and  of  eeclefiattieal 
anatfaemaa  against  the  advance  of  the  Rofleians, 
— the  nnedncated  people  found  in  .the  instiga- 
tions of  their  priests,  (who  being  of  plebeian  birth 
had  much  to  gain  from  the  subversion  of  the 
RepoUic,)  an  nnfiiiling  source  of  stimulation  in 
their  plots  against  the  state. 

It  was'  probably  this  absence  of  erudition  and 
Uind  reliance  upon  still  blinder  guides,  which  in- 
vested the  accession  of  young  Juliusz  Felinski 
to  thdr  party  with  so  much  undue  importance. 
They  were  incapable  of  appreciating  the  circum- 
stance that,  while  they  had  every  thing  to  gain 
by  a  new  order  of  things,  he  could  not  but  be 
a  loser, — and  that  hit  zeal  originated  solely  in 
philanthropy  and  ardour  in  the  cause  of  liberty ; 
but  they  saw  that  from  Juliusz  they  acquired  an 
insight  into  the  negociations  at  Warsaw, — ^that  he 
was  informed  of  every  movement  of  the  Russian 
troops  in  Lithuania — ^the  Tatars  in  Podolia-^and 
that  from  him  alone  they  could  obtain  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  the  kingdom,  pcnnting 
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out  their  qpportamtieg  of  extended  onion  with 
other  confederations,  and  of  dictating  terms  to 
the  citizens  of  a  Repablic  hardened  against 
that  first  great  republican  principle — the  general 
equality  of  mankind.  The  prolongation  of  his  ab- 
sence firom  their  councils,  caused  by  his  father's 
vigilance,  already  however  induced  a  suspicion 
that  he  had  abandoned  the  cause ;  and  such  was 
their  first  topic  of  debate  when,  on  the  day  suc- 
ceeding Konstanty's  arrival,  the  patriots  of  Lubi- 
onki  met  together  in  solemn  synod  for  a  discussion 
of  the  prospects  of  the  confederation. 

The  sitting,  according  to  its  usual  habit,  was 
<q>ened  by  a  choral  hymn ;  in  which  the  mellow 
voices  of  Ignacy  and  his  sons  were  heard  beauti- 
fully predominant : — 

HYMN  OF  THE  CONFEDERATES. 

Goo  OP  ous  Fatherland  !—AU-niling  Power ! 

Wlio  in  thy  mercj't  fount  our  sin-blots  Uvest,^ 
Stretch  forth  thy  mighty  hsod  to  bless  the  hour. 

And  suctiiy  the  glowing  sonls  thou  gSTCst ! — 


God  op  our  Fathbrland  !— Omniscient  mind  !— 
Whoee  Udless  wstch  o*er  deed  and  thought  extendeth ; 

Oruit  us  snbmissiTe  hearts  to  drink,  resigned. 
Each  bitter  cup  thy  chastening  mercy  sendeth ! — 
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God  or  wm  Fathbrland  l^Omnipotcttl  !— 
UMmlrm  o'er  die  ipmtwr't  iBght  preridin^f 

Shev  forth  tbj  vooden  in  the  finnement,— 
L&e  krad*s  tribes  oar  vaBdering  footrtept  gnidiDg. 


Goo  OF  COB  Fatbsbuuid  ! — Cmtor  !~-Lovd  !>- 
Fity  diy  aerrant^  bow'd  in  dut  before  thee ; 

Strengthen  the  stroggliBf  ann,  the  aTengiaf  svord. 
And  grtuit  OS  Fteee  and  F^reedom  to  adore  thee. 


CHAPTER   VII. 


A  man  degraded  by  slavery  from  the  benefits  of  civil  and 
political  liberty  exists  in  the  midst  of  a  community  in  which 
he  has  no  station,  and  under  the  influence  of  laws  which 
afford  him  no  protection.  He  sees  that  the  mind  of  his  Lord 
may  elevate  its  powers,  but  that  Au  is  only  susceptible  of  de« 
gradation.  Such  men  are  the  natural  enemies  of  Society ;  and, 
in  numbers,  are  always  dangerous. 

AfoNTESQViEV.     Uvre  Al'. 


One  member  of  the  Lubionkian  synod  might  be 
excepted  alike  from  the  distinction  of  intellec- 
tuality of  countenance  and  penuriousness  of  cos- 
tume;— a  shapeless,  heavy-browed  youth,  appa- 
rently belonging  to  a  higher  condition  of  life  and 
lower  order  of  soul : — the  heir  of  old  Pulafski, — the 
plighted  husband  of  Mineczka.  Although  repro- 
bated by  his  father  and  his  father's  neighbours  as 
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•n  outcast,  Nepomiieen's  iiregnlAntMS  had  not 
been  hitherto  of  an  order  to  betray  hiin  into 
feUowriiip  with  rebels  and  outlaws,  patriotic 
or  seditions.  But  Juliusz  Felinski,  the  playmate 
of  his  boyhood,  the  only  mortal  lirxng  by  whom 
he  had  never  been  cnffed  for  a  blockhead  nor 
scouted  for  a  drunkard,  was  the  idol  of  his  affec- 
ticniate  worship,  and  saving  a  hngh  KarpathAm 
wolfnlog  his  only  firiend ;  and  had  Juliuss  bidden 
him  leap  into  old  Ignacy's  Jama  of  charcoal,  he 
would  have  done  so  without  hesitation. 

Felinaki's  idolized  son  had  not,  however,  at  any 
time  suggested  Nepomucen's  junction  with  the  Lu- 
Inonkian  Confederation;  for,  with  all  due  regard  to 
his  good  qualities,  his  patience,  fidelity  and  honesty 
of  purpose,  Juliusz  knew  him  to  be  too  ignorant 
and  impracticable  to  afford  any  permanent  advan- 
tage to  their  projects.  But  young  Pulafski,  who 
was  never  happy  imless  when  tracking  the  foot* 
stepsof  one  whom  he  reverenced  as  the  most  gifted 

and  glorious  of  human  beings,  and  having,  with 
Traszlaeh's  help,  traced  him  again  and  again  to 
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Xawery^s  cabin,  could  not  rest  till,  by  the  exercise 
of  his  limited  pordon  of  understanding,  he  fiBurly 
mastered  the  secret  of  the  Union.  Even  then 
and  thus,  Juliusz,  with  ample  trust  in  the  probity 
of  his  partizan,  would  willingly  have  dismissed 
him  as  he  came.  But  Xawery,  Ignacy  and  the 
rest,  were  of  a  different  opinion.   *'  The  Panicz  is 

either  of  us  or  against  us,"  said  they.  **  Let  him 
be  our  friend,  or  we  hold  him  among  our  foes ! " 
and  the  dullard,  who  would  readily  have  inscribed 
himself  among  a  company  of  bandits  with  Juliusz 
as  their  captain,  was  well  conteiit  to  take  an  oath 
of  fellowship  with  men  who  professed  only  love 
to  their  country  and  hatred  to  the  Russians. 
It  was  in  vain  that  young  Felinski  pointed  out, 
in  mercy  to  the  opacity  of  his  understand- 
ing, the  perils  and  dangers  to  which  he  was 
wantonly  devoting  himself;  and  the  injury  his 
father's  property  would  sustain  in  the  success  of 
their  designs.  "  Boh,  boh !— They  are  good,  honest 
fellows," — cried  Nepomucen;  "they  want  only 
what  is  just  and  reasonable ;  they  regard  you  as 
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dieir  diief ;  diey  scrapie  not  to  admit  the  poor  beast 
Truzlach  into  ibar  sittingB ; — and  ao,  bythe  lomb 
of  Queen  Yenda ! — they  may  even  admit  me!** 

Nothing,  however,  oonld  be  more  remarkable 
than  the  difference  of  reqpect  testified  by  die 
Liibiookians  towards  the  heir  of  the  rich  Pnlaf- 
dii,  and  the  yom^  son  of  Felinski.  Both  were 
alike  noble,  as  firee  citizens  of  the  Repablic.  But 
to  Jnlinsz  they  conceded  the  tacit  homa^  due  to 
the  fierronr  of  genius ;  while  to  the  thickheaded, 
well-meaning,  ill-jndging,  Nepomncen,  they  ten- 
dered only  that  *' mouth-honour,  breath,  which 
the  poor  heart  would  &in  deny,  but  dares  not  ;** 
conceiving  themselves  to  be  little  honoured  by  his 
presence,  and  as  little  aided  by  his  furtherance. 
But,  as  the  bustling,  gosffipping,  brainless,  youth 
descended  into  the  cave  upon  the  present  occasion 
at  the  dose  of  the  hymn  of  consecration,  he  was 
starded  to  perceive  the  brows  of  old  Ignacy  and 
his  sons,  as  well  as  of  three  or  four  of  the  elders, 
bent  severely  upon  his  movements. 

"  Good  morrow,  good  morrow,  friends  and  bro- 
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thers  1  "—cried  he,  sticking  his  thumbs  into  the 
Pas  or  sash  of  his  tunic,  and  paffing*  as  if  fr^^n^ 
the  magnitude  of  his  exertions.  *'  And  yet,  for 
friends  and  brothers,  never  believe  me  but  yoo 
put  but  a  sour  and  sullen  countenance  on  oar 
kinstnanship ! — Xawery,  old  man,  what  ails  joa  ? 
— Have  the  wild  hogs  broken  during  the  ni^t  into 
your  maize ;  or  have  your  bees  swarmed  contia- 
rily;  or • ** 

"  The  young  Wacpan  forgets,"  said  Xawery, 
*^  that  he  speaks  not  to  the  pasturers  and  farmen, 
his  mates  in  the  land.  My  hives  are  in  the  defts 
of  the  forest ;  and  maize-field  have  I  none,  to  feed 
the  boars  for  the  lord  my  master's  hunting-days.^ 

"True,  truer  cried  Nepomucen. — **Then 
why  so  churlish  ?" 

"Where  is  the  boy  Felinski?"  growled  oW 
Ignacy .  "  Eight  days  and  nights  have  elapsed  since 
the  Wodarodko  festival ;  yet  he  has  not  mingled 
with  our  prayers  or  councils !" 

"  The  festival  ?— Then  peradventure  'tis  his  no- 
tion (as,  good  faith!  'tis  even  mine  own,)  that 
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ioM  Excellency  of  Cieleiiazki,  haviiig  included  these 
liUds  of  Labkmki  in  his  act  of  eufrmDciiiaement, 
wt  kive  no  farther  need  of  oonvoeation.'* 

**  Dares  he  judge  ns  80  vilely  f*  OTdwifned 
yoong  Enom,  the  son  of  the  eharooal-honier, 
''  Dtres  he  believe  that  beceiue  we  are  free  we 
Raoonee  oar  fellowship  with  dioee  still  writhii^ 
in  thdr  chaiiifl, — with  oar  toffering  bretfiren  of 
Uthoaniat*'— 

"His  Ezoelleney,  the  good  Count,  hath  freed  us» 
*tis  tme,  from  Tassalage,"  cried  Matiasx,  his  elder 
bfother,  "  bat  to  what  end? — He  cannot  redeem 
his  peofrite  from  the  pbgue  spot  of  infamy ; — ^he 
cannot  restore  to  us  our  kinsmen,  mutilated  by 
the  Russian  invaders ; — he  cannot  make  us.  citi- 
s«i8  of  the  Republic  for  which  we  would  labour — 
bleed — die ! — Czelensski  has  done  his  best, — ^it  re- 
mains for  us  to  do  ours." — 

''  Bfarya  of  Czenstochowa  !  —  look  not  so 
fierce ! ''  —  cried  Nepomncen,  calling  his  dog 
Traszkch  to  his  feet, — lest  the  poor  beast  should 
come  to  any  evil  among  so  many  angry  men. 

VOL.  I.  o 
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"  Twas  bat  mj  own  saggestion.  For  a  week 
past,  I  have  scarce  caught  sight  of  poor  Ju- 
liusz,  who  is  slaTe-driren  at  times  by  his  &ther, 
look  yoa,  like  anj  serf  on  the  estate ; — and  now 
that  the  gay  Captain  from  Warsaw,  Konstantj, 
has  arrived  at  Lublowicz * 

"  Konstanty ! " — interrupted  twenty  different 
voices. 

"  Konstanty  ! "  —  reiterated  Matiasz,  twirling 
his  mustachios.  '*  Then  'tis  his  doing,  and  Joliosz 
has  deserted  us !  '* 

"  Urged  by  the  counsels  of  such  an  Is- 
coriot,  Juliusz  Felinski  will  betray  the  Con- 
federates !  '*  cried  Erazm.     "  We  must  look  to 

"  Tysi^  diabl&w ! "  shouted  the  lubberly  heir 
of  Pula&ki. — "  Have  ye  a  mind  that  I  should 

give  ye  a  taste  of  the  quality  of  my  sabre  ? " — 
And  he  half  unsheathed  the  superfluous  weapon 
that  dangled  at  his  side,  while  the  hot  blood 
mounted  impetuously  to  his  square,  unmeaning 
face.    "  Juliusz,  with  the  soul  of  the  great  So- 
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faieski  in  his  breast,— Jnlinsz,  with  the  fortitude 
of  Trepka, — the  valoar  of  our  own  Moknmooski, — 
he — he  betray  yon!— Dogg  that  ye  are, — ^Eraxm, 
Hatiasz, — to  hazard  such  a  word! — Dogs,  said 
I? — The  plagne  npon  me  for  disgracing  poor 
Traszlach  by  any  sach  insulting  fignratioB  of 
speech!" — 

"  Calm  thee,  Panicz !— cahn  thee ! "  cried  old 
Xawery,  recognizing  and  foigijing  the  fimdness 
of  firiendahip  binding  the  uncouth  Nepomucen 
to  the  cause  of  their  worthier  ally.  "  But  truly 
the  surmise  of  the  W^larze  is  worth  listening 
to.  Konstanty  is  of  the  sms  of  Bdial ! — Even 
now,  he  comes  from  the  Czartoiyskian  camp, — 
and  is  the  friend  and  follower  of  the  Tmrina's 
dainty  lordlings.  Holding  over  the  young- 
ling Jnliusz  the  authority  of  an  elder-bom, 
how  know  we  the  result  of  his  counsels  and 
menaces?'* — 

**  How  know  you  ? — ^Why  thus ! — ^that  Juliusz 
Felinski  has  no  ear  for  counsel  from  the  lips 
a  minicm  of  the  Czartoryski  or  a  partizan  of  the 

g2 
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Muscovites;  and  as  for  menaces — show  me  the 
man  in  all  Mazowsze  who  dares  breathe  them 
in  his  presence  ? — For  the  fashioning  of  a  new 
Futro,  or  the  last  mode  of  carrying  his  sabre  at 

court,  perhaps  Juliusz  might ^ 

"  Enough  —  enough ! "  said  Henryk  the 

huntsman,  unwilling  that  further  time  should  be 

lost  in  conjectures, — ^more  especially  the  conjectures 
of  a  leaden-brained  oaf  like  Nepomucen.  '*  Pro- 
ceed  we  to  business.  Said  you  not,  Xawery, 
that  father  Dionysius  of  the  Jesuits  of  Grodno 
(who  made  way  yesterday  through  the  Puszcza 
on  his  road  to  Lubloyst,)  brought  tidings  of  the 
gathering  of  some  four  hundred  confederates  on 
the  Wrewuski  estates,  —  and  bore  a  signet  of 
confratemization  from  His  Holiness,  the  Grand 
Prior  of  Lithuania?** — 

**  Behold  it ! "  said  Xawery,  producing  from 
the  bosom  of  his  vest  an  antique  ring ;  bearing 
the  impression  of  an  eagle  with  a  worm  in 
its  beak, — a  manifest  allusion  to  the  impending 
destinies  of  Poland.     *'And   the  good  Brother 
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reoeired  it  furthermore  in  trust  to  acquaint  the 
synod  of  Luhionki,  that — " 

**  Hark ! — a  step ! " —  interrupted  young  Erazm . 
**  Pui  Pulafiki!  were  you  careful  in  bolting  the 
trap  inwards  as  you  descended?" — 

Inwards?"  ejaculated  Nepomncen,  with  a 
stultified  stare.  ''Good  sooth,  I  was  stooping 
to  diaeatangle  a  bur  firom  poor  Traszlach's 
coat,  as  he  brushed  past  me;  and  peradven- 
turc 

'*  Peradyenture,  thou  art  a  moonstricken 
ass !" — mattered  Erazm,  between  his  teeth.  **  Fa- 
ther!— fiiends! — some  one  descends  the  stair;  a 
Granger  too,  finr  he  knows  not  the  trick  of  the 


In  an  instant,  knives  or  diggers  were  in  every 
hand,  and  Nepomucen  drawing  his  sabre  with 
the  flourish  of  a  Goliath,  was  prominent  in  his 
attitude  of  defence;    when    alone,  unattended, 

i 

grave,  stem,  but  unthreatening,  the  elder  Felinski 
walked  slowly  into  the  midst  of  the  astonished 
conclave* 
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*'  I  come  hither  in  sobernees  and  forbearance,  to 
command,  to  request,  to  entreat,  the  restitution 
of  yonra  oyer  mine  J* 

"What  says  he?— What  means  he?"  cried 
several  voices  among  the  confederates,  who  had 
sprang  from  their  benches  on  his  entrance,  and 
were  now  huddled  indiscriminately  together,  leav- 
ing to  their  ordinary  spokesmen,  Ignacy,  Xawery, 
Henryk,  and  others,  the  duties  of  argument  and 
oratory. 

"  This  comes  of  admitting  boys  into  the  Con- 
federation !"  growled  Ignacy.  "  I  bethought  me 
what  good  would  chance  of  a  will-o'*wisp  like 
Juliusz  Felinski ;  or  a  twinkling  oil-cresset  like 
yonder  lump  of  noble  clay,  who  possesses  not  half 
the  instinct  of  the  hound  under  his  feet."* 

"Are  thine  own  two  wolf-cubs  sounder  of 
judgment,  or  truer  of  heart?"— cried  Nepomucen, 
pointmg  to  Erazm  the  braggart,  and  his  vapour- 
ing brother. 

"  In  a  word,"  said  Felinski,  mildly,  still  ad- 
dressing himself  to  Xawery,  as  to  the  chief  of  the 
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sjnod,  "  know  that  I  am  about  to  banish  mj  son 
from  diia  his  nattTV  province ;  to  secure  him 
from  farther  communion  with  those  plotters  of 

evfl  who  would  violate  the  ancient  charters  of  our 
free  constitution/' 

"Fbbb!"  murmured  every  voice  in  the  as- 
sembly. **  Free  as  the  bitterest  bondage  of  its 
children  can  make  it  !** 

"  Free/*  persisted  Erazm,  *'  as  the  artillery 
of  Katfaerina,  the  murderess,  can  uphold  it  T' 

''What  brings  yonder  Kalmuck  maraudera 
hither,"  said  Matiasz,  "  but  that  the  sons  of  Sar- 
nutia,  disunited  hj  unequal  laws,  are  wanting  in 
a  common  purpose,  a  common  interest,  to  animate 
Aeir  zeal  in  her  defence? — Even  Radzivil,  our 
brayeat,  trembles  at  the  name  of  Muscovite  invar 
fflon. — ^And  why? — Because  the  vassals  who  break 

his  bread  break  it  not  of  their  own  free  vnll ;  be- 
cause they  lack  the  ardour  with  which  indepen- 
dence inflames  every  honest  bosom.  Why  should 
we  lift  up  our  arms  i^unst  a  foreign  enemy? — 
What  gain  we  by  the  triumph  of  our  home-bom 

G  5 
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tyrants? — Tis  but  a  change  of  words  and  ves- 
ture ; — ^the  despotism  is  the  same." 

**  Ay!"  cried  Henryk,  insensibly  kindling  at 
the  harangae  of  his  youthful  comrade :  "  when 

freedom  shall  have  placed  a  sword  in  the  hand  of 
every  true-bom  Polander,  see  what  enemy, — ^Ta- 
tar, Turk,  Swede,  Austrian — dare  show  his  beard 
within  our  provinces ! — Ours  is  no  land  of  for- 
tresses and  frontiers : — the  safety  of  the  throne  of 
Poland  lies  not  in  an  iron  barrier  of  ramparts  or 
batteries! — No!  we  must  be  conquered  inch  by 
inch,  province  by  province,  forest  by  forest ; — and 
intrenched  within  our  ancient  morasses,  what 
troops  will  hazard  invasion,  when  every  enfran- 
chised peasant  uplifts  his  arm  to  guard  his  head : 

when  our  blood  is  outpoured  in  defence  of  our 
king,  our  regenerated  laws,  our  free-bom  chil- 
dren !" 

"  I  came  not  hither  to  dispute  with  you,"  re- 
plied Felinski,  calmly.  ''  The  hour  when  words 
might  have  availed  is  past.  Ye  are  here  ripe  for 
action ;  and  may  the  sacrifice  of  a  few  secure  the 
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future  safety  of  the  many! — Bat  as  a  fittlier^ 
watchful  over  the  safety  of  his  son, — the  child  of 
his  afflklion, — ^the  child  of  his  consolation, — I 
hare  a  right  of  remonstrance.  Juliusz  Felinski, 
a  boy,  a  weakling — ** 

^*  The  Panicz  is  no  weakling !"  exclaimed  se* 
veral  of  his  auditors. 

And  no  boy!"  muttered  Nepomuoen,  proudly, 
dliusz,"  persisted  the  fether,  (touched  by 
their  ioTolantary  tribute  to  his  son's  superiority,) 
''  is  inexperienced,  wayward,  unlearned; — ^in  every 
way  unqualified  tor  your    leader,   and,   by  his 
haughtinesB   of  spirit,  incapable   of    remaining 
your  subordinate.     Judge,  therefore,  how  little 
must  avail  his  accession  to  your  cause ! — ^Release 
him  from  his  oath ! — ^Traffic  no  further  with  his 
innocence. — Give  me  back  my  boy,**  cried  he,  sud- 
denly clasping  his  hands,  and  relapsing  from  the 
tone  of  command  to  that  of  intercessi<»i ;   '^  and 
fear  no  word  of  denunciation  from  my  lipe;^ 
bat  persist  in  entangling  a  rash  and  reckless  youth 
b  your  treasonable  pracdses,  and  by  the  wounds- 
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of  the  Redeemer!  by  all  you  hold  holiest, — ^by  the 
graves  of  your  fathers, — ^the  piety  of  your  children, 
— I  will  denounce  you  to  the  tribunal  now  sitting 
at  Czerszk,  and  you  shall  be  hanged  on  higher  gib- 
bets than  ever  were  seen  in  Mazowsze ; — ay !  and 
racked  and  broken,  till  even  the  Tzarina  applauds 
the  measure  of  your  torments." 

"  Konstanty  Felinski  is  noted  as  a  liar  of  lies, 
and  a  promise-breaker,"  exclaimed  Erazm,  who, 
jealous  of  the  influence  of  the  young  citizen  of 
of  Lublowicz,  was  well  satisfied  to  dissolve  the 
compact  binding  him  to  the  Confederation;  "and 
what  surety  have  we  of  due  performance  of  your 
conditions?" — 

*'  Konstanty  Felinski  is  approved  among  us  a 
ruffian  and  a  deceiver ;  and  how  know  we,"  per- 
sisted Matiasz,  "  that,  having  freed  the  Panics 

Juliusz  from  his  engagements,  the  Dietine  of 
Czerszk  may  not  still  be  instructed  in  the  forest 
tracks  to  Xawery's  cottage?" — 

"  Ye  know  it  not, — ^for  ye  are  boys,  and  the 
companions  of  boys.     But  these^"  said  Felinski, 
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pomting  to  their  &ther  Ignacy,  Xaweiy,  and  ««• 
venl  other  of  the  elder  oonfederateB,  who  were 
rtaiwffng  in  a  group  together  diseiustng  his  pro- 
posak : — *'  JTkeu  men  who  have  grown  gray  with 

me  in  the  land,  can  avouch  whether  Fdinaki's 
wdri  be  deserving  of  trust. — Some  of  you  have 
bought  and  sold  with  me;  many  of  you  knelt 
widi  me  before  the  ministers  of  our  holy  fiuth  in 
nlenmixadon  of  its  dearest  rites;  and  aii  have 
heard  (for  such  rumours  are  ever  rife  in  seasons 
of  publie  discontent,)  whether  the  peasants  of 
Lufalowicz  murmur  against  my  oppression; — 
whether  they  be  hardly  tasked,  neglected  in 
their  siekness,  or  q>umed  in  their  old  agef — 

"  No— no— fio-H[io— no  !'*  cried  every  indivi- 
dual present,  with  the  exception  of  Ignacy  and 

his  headstrang  sons.    *' We  know  and  grant  you 
to  be  humane  and  good.*' 

"Accord  me  then  this  further  concession. 
My  son  is  about  to  quit  LuUowicz  for  years; 
perhaps,  if  the  evil  times  prevail— fi>r  ever! 
Promise  me  that  for  the  one  short  week  of 
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Stay  under  my  roof,  this  boy,  this  son,  my  beloved 
-i-my— " 

^'  Thine  onljf  one,  thou  may'st  haply  say  ere 
long,*'  muttered  Erazm. 

'^  Shall  be  excluded  from  the  councils  of  the 
Confederation,"  persisted  Felinski,  purposely  turn- 
ing a  deaf  ear  to  the  menace,  ''  and  claim  the 
best  gratitude  of  a  father's  heart." 

"  If  Juliusz  himself  were  to  urge  the  request," 
Nepomucen  began,  "  never  believe  me  if — " 

"  Silence,  oaf!"  interrupted  Felinski,  with  in- 
dignation. **  That  I  should  find  thy  father's  son 
engaged  in  a  pursuit  like  this! — Thou^  without  a 

grain  of  valour,  a  spark  of  enthusiasm  or  virtue 
to  mislead  thee  into  the  path  of  error !" — 

*'  A  word,  a  look,  or  gesture  of  Juliusz 
Felinski  serves  my  purpose  as  well,"  cried  the 
lubber.  ''  Traszlach  here,  and  I,  are  content  to 
follow  his  whistle,  without  asking  why  or  where- 
fore." 

«•  Your  resolve?"— said  Felinski,  turning  stem- 
ly  tovrards  Xawery. 
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Nay,  we  sfaoiild  hold  ovselyes  weak  in- 
deed," cried  the  spirited  Henryk,  **  did  a  boy 
more  or  less  import  the  prosperity  of  the  Confe- 
deration. Brothers !  give  him  back  this  predoos 
son  he  treasures  so  dearly.  I  pronounce  Jolinsz 
Felinski  absolved  from  his  oath,  and  dismissed  oar 
fraternity.— Your  voices  ?— Shall  it  be  thus  ?  "— 

After  some  further  discussions  and  stipulations, 
the  assent  of  the  assembly  was  grumblingly,  but 
universaliy,  bestowed ;  but  when  the  tumult  of  its 
affirmations  had  subsided,  the  silence  was  again 
broken  by  the  accents  of  a  clear  shrill  voice,  simi- 
lar to  that  which  had  disturbed  young  Felinski 
in  tiie  Pnsaeza,  on  his  ride  home  from  Wraniczko, 
and  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  grating  by 
which  the  cavern  was  ventilated : — 


**  Gibbets  riae,  and  rack-wheels  whirl. 
Fagot-flames  their  sheets  nnfurl ! — 
Stakes,  that  turbaii'd  Moslems  rear, — 
Branded  wounds  that  Saxons  sear  ;^ 
Solitary  cells  accurst. 
Gnawing  famine,  pang  of  thirst  ;— 
Knout,  by  sonlless  CaJmock  lash'd, — 
Caxbine-pan  by  Uhkn  flash*d  — 
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Such  your  meed  I — Above — ^beneath — 
Around  !  behold  the  tnitor's  death  !" 

A  general  consternation  seemed  to  seize  the 
assembly,  as  this  singular  denunciation  greeted 
their  ears. 

"  God  in  heaven ! — ^Tis  the  voice  of  Doska  !"— 
cried  Erazm,  rushing  towards  the  stair,  followed  • 
by  his  father  and  brother ;  and  a  general  confu- 
sion ensued,  amid  which  Felinski  with  a  heavy 
heart,  but  in  some  degree  relieved  from  his  dis- 
tresses and  apprehensions,  took  occasion  to  follow 
the  departing  throng,  and  regain  the  Puszcza. 

*' Master  Felinski!"  muttered  the  chuckling 
voice  of  Nepomucen,  who  was  closely  following 
him ;  '*  be  courteous  enough  to  apprize  my  friend 
Juliusz  that — '* 

"  Friendr — reiterated  the  farmer,  with  indig- 
nation. "  Get  out  of  my  sight ! — Nothing  but 
thy  paltry  companionship  was  wanting  to  complete 
the  d^radation  of  my  son." 

"  It  may  be  so/'  said  the  warm-hearted  lub- 
ber.   "  But  peradventore  the  time  will  come  when 
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it  may  stand  him  in  stead :  and  if  it  be  so, — 
Jozef  Swif  ty !  —  neyer  believe  me  bat  the  best 
blood  ci  my  heart  should  be  at  his  demand, 
although  he  hare  a  skip-jack  of  a  brother,  and 
a  churl  to  his  frther." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Talk  wiser  — 
Twill  well  become  your  mightiness.    Talk  leu. 
That  we  may  think  you  can  do  more  :    Talk  truth. 
That  men  may  think  you  hottest,  and  believe  you. 
Or  talk  yourself  asleep !  for  I  am  weary. 

Be  ALMOST  AND  FLETCHER. 

"  I  PROTEST  to  you,  my  dear  Juliasz,  it  is  beyond 
the  power  of  my  patience  and  fortitude  to  compass 
the  whims  and  quizzicalities  of  this  very  excellent 
old  father  of  ours.  Were  he  an  eccentric, — good! 
the  irregularities  of  genius  are  proverbially,  and 
the  irregularities  of  dulness  filially,  endurable. 
But  to  try  to  overcome  one  with  the  mere  force 
of  practical  good  sense,  of  common-place  nUs  en 
action^ — by  the  sword  of  a  soldier  —  'tis  too  much !" 
''  I  see  not  in  what  way  my  father's  habits 
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militate  against  your  own/'  said  Julinsz,  in  reply 
to  the  apostrophe  of  the  foppish  Konstanty,  as  they 
at  loitering  together  in  the  hall  of  Lublowicz, 
aAer  the  departure  of  Felinski ;  ostensibly  to  over* 
look  the  labours  of  his  fium,  bat  in  reality  to  visit 
the  Lubionkian  confederation.  **  He  leaves  yon 
tolerable  freedom  of  action,  and  ample  liberty  of 


conscience." 


*'  Call  you  it  freedom  of  action  that  he  chains 
me  down  to  the  dinner-table,  with  the  sun  vertical 
over  car  heads  and  our  villainous  cabbage  soup  ? — 
althongh  well  knowing  that  we  of  the  city, — we  of 
the  camp,— WB  of  the  court, — are  accustomed  to 
dine,  as  they  do  at  Vers^iUes,  when  the  shadows 
sre  at  their  loi^est.  As  I  am  a  Christian  man, 
Jolinsz,  when  I  asked  yesterday  for  a  bear  s-foot, 

or  a  Maintenott  cutlet,  in  substitution  of  Katai^ 
sjfnka's  mountains  of  bouilUj  they  provided  me 
a  cube  of  semi-crude  sheep's-flesh,  such  as  might 
have  served  Radzivil's  heavy  brigade  for  a  week's 
rations ! — Faugh ! — " 
"  You  are  grown  dainty,  Konstanty,**  replied 
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Juliusz :  ^'  is  it  reafionable  to  expect  at  a  Ma- 
zurkan  farm  the  fare  or  fopperies  of  Palawy  ?'* — 

"  Expect — child  ? — Pfaith,  I  expect  nothing  at 
Lublowicz,  unless  to  experience,  every  quarter  of 
an  hour  of  the  twenty  four,  some  new  disgust." 

'*  I  could  almost  marvel  then  that  you  came 
hither  at  all;  for,  be  assured,  my  father  looked  not 
for  your  company." 

"  Nor  I  for  his ! — No !  Juliusz ;  the  company 

that  drew  me  to  this  obscure  comer  of  the  pro* 
vince,  lies  at  Wraniczko.  Our  pretty  playmate, 
Micbaelokska,  runs  strangely  into  my  head ; 
and  as,  if  in  these  our  patriotic  squabbles  it 
chance  to  be  knocked  off  I  should  lose  both 
that  and  her  together,  I  must  hasten  to  demand 
her  of  her  father  ere  it  be  too  late." 

'^  But  when  I  tell  you  that  he  has  not  only 
betrothed  her  to  Nepomucen,  but  insists  on  the 
fulfilment  of  the  engagement  T — 

*'  Poor  man !  —  he  is  yet  ignorant  of  mjf 
decision  in  her  favour.  But  I  am  now 
about  to  visit  Wraniczko;   and  will   bring  you 
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neirs  of  a  change  in  his  politics. — Or  wik  ride 
with  me,  brother, — and  witness  my  vetd'Vidi'Vici 
mode  of  conquest?  « 

"  No,*"  replied  JolinsK,  somewhat  abruptly. 

**  No  7— Hayda  \— Jealous^  as  I  am  a  Christisa 
csptwn!"-^ 

•*  No  P —  again  repeated  Jnliosz. 

**  Then  why  not  come  and  second  me  in  my 
wooing  7* 

**  Simply  beeause  I  have  Michaelokski's  com- 
mands  to  enter  his  gates  no  more.** 

**  His  eammandi ! — Shrine  of  St.  Stanislas ! — 
Had  he  laid  such  commands  upon  my  very  puppy 
dog,  see  if  /  had  not  invaded  his  threshold 
ere  the  dawmng  of  another  son; — ay!  —  and 
with  no  less  a  purpose  than  to  persuade  Minec* 
dca  to  accompany  me  in  crossii^  it  back  again. 
There  breathes  not  the  man  that  dares  command 
Konstanty  Felinski,  save  Czartoryski  and  the 
King  of  Poland." 

^'  Since  you  admit  allegiance  to  any  mortal 
iMMthing,*'  replied  Julinsz,  **  it  seems  of  small 
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import  whether  the  brows  of  that  mortal  be  encir- 
cled with  crown, — coronet, — tiara, — mitre, — or 
a  simple  confederatka.  Your  king  serves  the 
Empress ;  your  Czartoryski  serves  the  King ;  and 
whether  you  and  I,  Konstanty,  dedicate  our 
services  directly  to  the  Czartoryski  or  to  a  free 
bom  citizen  as  intermediary  between  ourselves  and 
the  Prince,  'tis  but  a  step  of  the  ladder  of  subser- 
viency more  or  less : — ^the  distinction  is  nominal." 
"  Nominal?"  cried  Konstanty,  taking  a  briquet 
from  his  pocket  to  light  his  magnificent  gold- 
mounted  Augsburg  pipe.  "  I  tell  thee,  child, 
'tis  positive, — ^palpable, — substantial !  /  obey  the 
behest  of  an  individual  who  has  never  overstepped 
the  boundary  of  this  baker's  paradise, — ^this  wilder- 
ness of  wheat, — ^this  state-granary  of  Mazowsze? — 
an  individual  who  ties  on  his  shawl-sash  as  though 
it  were  the  girth  of  an  ass's  packsaddle ; — an  indi- 
vidual who,  I  dare  be  sworn,  looks  upon  the  con- 
gress of  old-world  quizzes  yonder  at  Bialystock  as 
reverently  as  though  we  were  still  in  the  pike  and 
musquetoon  days  of  John  the  Third,  and  that 
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he  who  brawls  loudest  were  fittest  for  the  silken 

eushion  of  a  kingly  throne!" 

"  That  we  were  in  those  days!*' — cried  young 

pong  Juliuaz  with  fervour.  '*  Sobieski,  the  cham- 
pion of  Christendom,  bore  the  banner  of  the  White 
Eagle  in  triumph  yonder  beyond  the  Danube,  lest 
even  a  sister-kingdom  should  crouch  beneath 
barfaaresque  invasion :  and  now,  were  he  to  look 
ibrdi  firom  his  r^al  sepulchre  at  Krakow,  what 

would  lie  behold? Poland  herself  courting  a 

fordgn  enemy  to  be  her  suzerain! Poland 

herself  cringing  at  the  footstool  of  a  Calmuck 
queen !  *' — 

«'So,  so,  so,  so,  so!" —  exclaimed  Konstant)s 
mechanically  taking  his  pipe  from  his  mouth  and 
depositing  it  on  the  table.  '*A  traitor  and  a 
Saxonite  here  on  my  fiither^s  very  hearth-stone?" 
♦•No  traitor,  no  Saxonite,  —  but  a  fireebom 
Polander;— one  who  would  willingly  behold  all 
Polanders  bom  free, — and  free  to  live  and  die." 

"Worse  and  worse! — a  rebel — a  subverter  of 
the  Constitution  handed  to  us  by  our  fethers !'' 
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*'What  Constitution  shall  we  hare  to  hand 
down  to  our  sons,  if  the  allodial  rights  of  our  des- 
potic land-owners  be  not  reformed  ?"— 

"  So  it  hath  been  said  or  croaked  this  century 
or  more ;  yet  you  see  the  rusty  old  coat  of  mail 
still  hangs  together/' 

"  Brother,  brother ! — did  not  even  the  feeble 
JohnCasimir(6),  addressing  the  Diet,  on  his  abdica- 
tion,  warn  them  that,  in  courting  the  aid  of  these 
foreign  alliances,  they  were  alluring  a  herd  of 
wolves  to  prey  upon  their  substance? — More  than 
one  hundred  years  have  passed  away  since  Stippen- 
bach  the  Swede  carved  with  his  subtle  pen  a  dis- 
memberment  of  the  glorious  provinces  of  Polska ; 
— ^look  that  his  project  be  not  accomplished  in  our 
own  time ! — ^Russia  succeeded  in  courting  the  Kos- 
zaks  from  their  allegiance ; — see  that  Lithuania 
and  Samogitia  be  not  added  to  the  Ukraine." 

"  The  Koszaks  ?  —  foal  -  fed  savages !  —  hav- 
ing  nothing  in  common  with  us; — neither  lan- 
guage, habit,  nor  religion : — springing  from  the 
ancient  colonies  established  by  the  Greeks  on  the 
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BoiTsdieiiM ;  while  w«,  reoehii^  our  gifts' of  arts 
and  anas  firom  Rome,  haye  adopted  her  foodem 
creeds  in  utter  eontempt  of  the  hoarded  sons  ot 
the  Patriarch,  all-paiflsant  on  the  banks  of  the 
Dnieper*  No,  Jnliosz, — ^her  Majes^  of  Rnsna 
is  a  glorions  and  gracious  ally ;  bat  knows  too 
well  the  fiery  elements  of  Polish  hearts  eyen  to 
detire  them  as.  her  subjects." 

« 

**Yet  your  Oginskis  and  Poniato&kis  will 
end  with  conyeying  them  chained  to  her  im^ 
perial  and  blood-stained  feet,  unless  checked  in 
the  onset  of  their  career,"  cried  JnlinsB* 

*'Not  a  word  of  the  Oginski,  my  dear  bro- 
ther T  essdftimed  Konstanty,  waying  his  hand 
with  an  air  of  authority.  ''With  respect  to  my 
friend  Stanislas,  I  submit  him  lo  your  pleasure 

or  displeasure ;  as  a  whimpering  charlatan  who, 
baying  taken  arles  of  Prince  Michael  to  do  his 
errand  at  the  Imperial  Court,  played  false  with 
his  uncle,  and  foul  with  the  fair  Catherine.  But 
for  Oginski, — ^the  graceful,  the  graye,  the  digni- 
fied Oginski, — ^when  we  cooae  to  the  Rcdcosz  of 
yoL.  I.  H 
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election,  say !  —  what  citizen  of  spirit  bat 
throw  up  his  cap  for  the  son-in-law  of  the 
Czartoryski  ? — ^Who  in  &ct  so  worthy  the  honouni 
of  the  throne? — The  fellow  plays  on  the  guitar 
like  a  troubadour,  and  leads  the  Polonaise  like 
a  Sclayonic  Mercury! — By  the  way,  Juliusz,  I 
would  you  could  see  me  perform  in  the  new 
French  dances  which  Broglie's  suite  have  intro- 
duced at  Court!  —  after  all,  cotillons  are  your 
only  go.    We  do  nothing,  now,  at  Warsaw,  but 

dance  cotillons." 

« 

*'  Fit  occupation  for  the  representadyes  of 
a  court  which,  in  flying  from  its  invaded  Elec- 
torate, took  heed  of  its  china,  pictures,  and 
gilded  gewgaws ;  and  left  the  archives  of  Saxeny 
to  be  burnt  by  the  armies  of  Prussia."* 

*^  They  were  right ;  for  well  was  old  Bruhl 
aware  (fool  as  he  is,  made  wise  by  much  ex- 
perience,) that  there  exists  an  anti-phlogistic 
quality  in  all  things  Saxon,  effectually  preventa- 
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dfe-  of  inflniomatiiiH,  Half  a  dMen  of  hb  omi 
protoools  in  the  Becoid  Offiee  fimned  as  good  a 
80Cttrity  againat  fire,  as  tfaoo^  H  ware  Irang 
nwDid  ngrtb  wot  Uaiik^s*  But  my  pipe  foataina 
alas,  1]]^  il^  Dre^dea  Hof-.Kaailej,  iM«|^t 
but  adies !— Therefore,  good  brodier»  siiioa  yos 
will  not  bear  me.  company, ** 


The  sudden  entraaee   of  their  figrtfaer,  with 
a  moody  gait  and  distempered  brow,  cot  short 
their    oenfereaoe ;    and,    on    hearing   of   Kod* 
Btanty^s    intended  ride   to  Wrsnicaiho,  FeUnsld 
issued  commaads  to  his  younger  son  is  attend 
Um  to  a  distant  part  of  the  fium,  vsgrnt  an  er* 
rand  of  survey  and  admeasurement  demanding 
the  aid  of  the  better  instmeted  Julioss.    It  waa 
not,    howerer,   his  mere  aid    that  sufficed  the 
doating   fiither.     Felinski  was  ansioos    to  ac- 
quaint him  that  his  fellowship  with  the  rebsb, 
of   Lnbionki  was    peremptorily  disscdTed;    and 
to  lay  upon  him  commands,   equally  peremp- 
tory,   that    he    breathed    not    to    his    brother 
a  aingle    syllable    touching    the    existence    of 

n  2 
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such    a    faction    in     the     proyinee    of    Ma- 
zowsze. 

^'  My  father,  who  has  now  stood  face 
to  face  with  my  brare  friends  and  con- 
federates/' said  Juliusz,  mildly,  as  they  rode 
together  over  the  &Tm^  ^^must  be  aware  that 
the  leading  principle  of  their  oath  of  fraterniza- 
tion, is  inviolable  secresy.  Of  them  to  speak  were 
to  betray  their  cause  and  my  own  honour :  but 
for  my  views  and  thoughts  and  feelings,  how  can 
I  hope  to  disguise  them  from  a  brother  with 
whom,  for  nineteen  years,  I  have  lived  in  fellow- 
ship and  friendship  V 

**Thou  must  be  otherwise  inclined  than  I 
take  thee  to  be,  Juliusz,**  replied  his  fieither, 
gravely,  *Mf  thou  desire  to  expose  the  dreams 
of  thy  enthusiasm  to  the  hollow  bantering  of 
thy  court^bred  brother.  But  'tis  no  matter  of 
inclination,  boy.  I  chai^  thee,  as  a  true  and 
loving  father, — ay,  and  as  a  stem  one  when 
occasion  needs, — ^that  thou  hold  no  manner  of 
converse  with  Konstanty  touching  the  govern- 
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meiity  the  kingdom,  or  its  discontents.  .  If  he 
must  needs  prate  of  the  itBictions  of  the  capital 
or  the  projects  of  the  Czartoryski  party,  put 
him  off,  after  his  own  foolishness,  with  a  jest. 
Ask  of  him  toaching  the  fashion  of  the  last 
new  martingale  sported  in  the  manage  of  Polawy ; 
-*w  the  new  singer  introduced  at  the  Car- 
nirml; — and,  lo!  the  names  of  Dissident  or 
Confederation, — ^Diet,  or  Dietine, — ^will  pass  as 
meaningless  whispers  from  his  mind.*' 

*'And  on  these  terms,  &ther,  you  consent 
to  my  remaining  at  Lublowicz  T — 

**Of  that,  hereafter! — And  now  inform  me, 
Jttliosz:  knowest  thou  any  cause  of  especial 
hatpedy  or  revenge,  existing  between  thy  brother 
uA  Ignacy  the  w^larz  ?"* 

"  Igna^r — 

«*  Tl^  friend  and  ally ;— or  hi^sons." 

«<  Erasm  and  Matiaszr--- 

"  Why  echo  my  words,  boy? — Their  meaning 
if  i^ain  and  simple." — 

*  Clurcoal-btirner. 
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**  Have  yoa  reason,  Sir,  to  think  these  men 
evilly  disposed  against  Konstanty  Y* — 

^*  A  question,  Juliusz,  looks  not  for  another 
question  in  reply.  I  ask  for  an  explicit  answer. 
On  what  g^unds  are  the  w^larze  the  enemies 
of  Konstanty  Felinski  Y* 

*'  That  query,  sir,  should  surely  be  addressed 
to  themselves^  rather  than  to  me.  Erazm — ^Ma- 
tiasz — ^Ignacy — are  my  brethren  in  the  common 
cause  and  advocation  of  Polish  freedom,  and 
defiance  to  the  Muscovites.  In  that  sacred  in* 
terest,  as  in  the  Christian  communion,  all  men 
are  equals.  But  beyond  the  gate  of  Xawery's 
hut  and  in  the  ordinary  relations  of  life,  /  am 
the  happy  and  educated  son  of  the  wealthy 
Szlachcic  of  Lublowicz ;  tkey^  the  mde  and  igno- 
rant drudges  of  a  degrading  vocation.  Iliat  in 
accomplishing  their  own  emancipation,  they  will 
acquire  the  elements  of  future  prosperity  and 
future  enlightenment,  I  cannot  doubt;  but  till 
then,  they  were  unbecoming  companions  for  your 
son." 
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*'  Plausibly  argMd,  Julioffl,  in  extennfttion  of 

the  ineonaisteiicj  of  tliiiie  own  philosophy :  bat 

still,  no  mnsirer  to  my  question.    Why,  (for  that 

it  is  ao,  the  evidence  of  my  own  ears  assures 

iDe,)  why  does  ^nacy  so  Tehemently  abhor  thy 
hrodier?"— 

"Ptodon  me.  Sir  I'*  said  Joliosz,  perceiving 
the  impoesibiUty  of  farther  evarion.  "But  as 
ang^  I  may  suspect  of  the  origin  of  such  a 
feeling  is  grounded  on  my  own  idle  suspicions, 
I  have  no  right  to  vilify  Konstanty  in  your 
pKsenee,  or  extenuate  the  vindictive  diaracter  of 
tibat  havsh  old  man.  I  cannot  answer  you;  do 
not,  dear  &ther, — do  not  press  me  further.*' 

**  As  thou  wilt ! — ^it  seems  thy  settled  purpose 
to  perplex  and  thwart  me.  At  least,  deign  to 
give  me  a  due  to  the  old  man's  dwelling?' 

"  How,  air !  Can  it  be  possible  that,  having 
passed  your  life  on  the  outskirts  of  the  Puszcza, 
you  are  yet  ignorant  of  the  locality  of  the  W^- 
larze's  Jama  t " 

**  Does  it  seem  so  strange  to  thee,  (being  a 
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Tisioiiary  and  an  idler  accQBtomed  from  thy  boy- 
hood to  wander  among  the  Bjlran  wildemees,) 
that  I,  thy  father,  habituated  to  active  parsuits 
and  having  devoted  myself  for  the  sake  of  two 
ungrateful  sons  to  the  toils  of  agriculture,  should 
have  found  no  leisure  for  exploring  the  Puszexa 
of  Lubionki? — Juliusz,  Juliusz!  hadst  thou  not 
been  left  too  free  to  follow  such  vagrant  inclina- 
tions, I  had  not  now  experienced  the  mortification 
of  finding  son  of  mine  the  associate  of  outlaws 
and  traitors ! — But  the  Jama  7  " 

*'  It  were  difiicult  to  describe  the  track  to  Ig- 
nacy's  hut.  But  we  are  within  five  mkiutes  of 
the  forest.  An  hours  ride  would  take  us  to  the 
spot : — suffer  me  to  become  your  guide?  " 

"  That  thou  mayest  render  thy  suspicions  cer- 
tainty, by  becoming  an  auditor  of  my  interview 
with  these  wretches  ?  " — 

"  Unworthy  thought ! — ^No  father ! —  that  my 
young  arm  may  be  there  to  protect  your  gray 
hairs  from  insult  and  perhaps  from  injury.  Your 
object  in  this  visit  is  a  mystery  1  will  not  even 
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pramne  tofrtliom:  but  still  ketwill  I  dorag^ 
to  Ibrwund  a  aolitary  intenriew  between  mj  t^^ber 
and  yonder  desperate  men." 

**  Konntanty  is  already  off  for  Wranicsko ; — 
does  he  trarerae  the  forest  in  the  Tidnity  of 
Ignaey's  cabin?"— 

**  At  no  great  distance/' 

**  Lead  then  on,  Jnlhisz!**  cried  Fdinski, 
pnttiDg  his  horse  to  a  brisk  trot,  as  they  took 
the  road  to  the  forest.  **  I  must  forestal,  or  wit- 
aeas,  their  meeting.** 


B  5 


CHAPTER  IX. 


Ere  yet  our  course  was  graced  with  forest  trees, . 
It  lacked  not  old  remains  of  hawlliom  bowcn, 
Where  small  birds  warbled  to  their  paramours, 
And,  earlier  still,  was  heard  the  ham  of  bees ; 
Behold  them  ply  their  harmless  robberies. 
And  catch  the  fragrance  which  the  sundry  flowers. 
Fed  by  the  stream,  which  soft  perpetual  showers 
Plenteously  yield  unto  the  vagrant  breeze. 
There  blooms  the  strawberry  of  the  wilderness, — 
The  trembling  eyebright  shows  her  sapphire  blue. 
The  thyme  her  purple,  like  the  blush  of  even. 

IFoAOsiroftrif. 


Beautiful  and  diyersified  was  the  specimen  of 
forest  scenery  exhibited  in  the  portion  of  the 
Wodarodko  estate,  intervening  between  the  farms 
of  Wraniczko  and  Lnblowicz; — situated  at  the 
distance  of  about   ten  yersts  from  each  other. 
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Cf>mpreheiidilig  eyery  Tarietjr  of  woodland,  the 
portioii  of  the  forest  nearest  to  Fetmski's  lands 
had  been  deared  aboat  fifteen  yean  before  of  a 
fidl  of  beeeh  and  oak ;  and  now  presented  a  lux* 
ariant  growth  of  underwood, — interspersed  with 
maple,  alder,  holly,  and  entangled  with  yast 
thidLets  of  the  weed-like  juniper. — A  coating  of 
short  mosqrtnrf  covered  the  avenue,  (deared,  but 
left  in  all  its  original  wildness,) — ^that  served  as  a 
high  road  of  communication ;  branching  off  finom 
which  were  narrower  and  still  wilder  paths,  fiir 
miliarly  known  to  the  dwellers  in  the  district  as 
leading  to  several  hamlets  dtuated  in  different 
parts  of  the  wood.  These,  again,  were  intersected 
at  intervals  by  almost  impervious  tracks ;  con- 
nected with  the  solitary  dwellings  of  a  forester  or 
two,  vassals  of  Count  Czelensski  and  out-dwellers 
fran  his  villagers,  such  as  the  W^larze  Ignacy 
and  his  sons.  Almost  on  the  veige  of  the  wood 
stood  a  considerable  jGetrm-house,  belonging  to  the 
Count,  rented  by  a  man  of  some  opulence  and 
education  as  a  dep6t  for  the  oak-bark  with  which 
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he  supplied  the  tanneries  of  Dantzig  and  War- 
saw ; — ^bat  this  passed,  nothing  was  to  be  found 
in  the  wide  expanse  of  wildness  and  yerdure, 
but  the  rough  log-<»bins  of  the  yillagers. 

Of  all  seasons  and  spots,  there  is  perhaps 
none  in  which  we  encounter  nature  so  dosdy 
as  in  the  depths  of  a  forest. — There  are  many 
soenes  as  wild,  as  beautiful ;  scenes  of  moun- 
tain, lake  and  sky, — surveyed  from  some  noble 
eminence,  —  where  perhaps  the  cry  of  a  bird 
in  the  solitary  air — or  the  rustling  of  the  leveret 
in  the  fern  at  our  feet,  is  the  only  evidenoe  of 
breathing  life  that  startles  us  back  to  exist- 
ence.— But  wherever  there  is  vastneas,  there  also 

is  the  divinity! — God  sits  in  the  glorious  sky; — 
the  majestic  hand  of  the  Almighty  seems  out* 
stretched  over  those  mountains,  vallies,  and  rivera, 
created  as  if  to  form  the  cradle  of  nations,  past, 
present,  or  to  come. 

But  the  Forest  is  rather  the  haunt  of  that 
secondary  spirit, — ^that  handmaiden  of  Heaven, — 
which  the  imagination  has  called  into  life  to  satisfy 
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the  jeMmingfi  of  oar  loye  of  rural  beauty;  our 
afrnpathy  with  the  rnoes  upon  the  stone,  —  the 
floirer  npon  the  bank, — the  nest  upon  Ae  boi^h; 
—oar  exaltation  in  the  grandeur  of  the  gnarled 
branchea  that  sti^tch  forth  their  gigantic  arms  to 
hearen,  in  adoration  of  their  Creator  and  our  own. 
There, — in  those  green,  grassy,  shadowy  depths,— » 
is  the  Icmdy  halntation  of  Nature! — The  breath 
we  hreathe  is  all  her  own.  Scattering  at  our 
ke^  as  if  in  welcome  to  her  domain,  the  propir 
tinting  tribate  of  a  thoosand  exquisite  flowers^ 
Ae  spreads  before  our  admiring  ejes  thickets 
exhibiting  every  yariety  of  foliage  in  pure  and 
diaracteristic  individuality,— spangled  with  the 
blossoms  of  the  briar-rose,  or  tufted  over  with  the 
entanglement  of  the  wild  clematis.  She  hails  us 
with  a  chorus  of  song-birds,-— even  when  loodest 
and  most  incongruous,  never  dissonant;  and 
startles  us  with  bursts  and  waftinga  of  firq;rance, 
'*  able  to  cure  all  sadness  but  despair !" — Nothing 
evil,  nothing  unholy,  seems  to  infest  the  sane- 
toary  of  her  dwelling ;  and  the  timid  roe-buck. 
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escaping  through  the  brake,  flies  from  the  aspect 
of  man  to  the  securi^  of  her  lonely  fiistnesaes, 
as  to  the  protecting  bosom  of  &e  common  mother. 
It  was  with  a  moody  and  perturbed  mind 
that  the  good  Felinski  entered  the  precincts  of 
the  forest  Sin  and  sorrow,  or  danger  and 
dread,  had  suddenly  invaded  his  dwelling  ami 
extended  their  malignant  grasp  towards  his  chil- 
dren. He,  whose  life  had  been  a  life  of  rustic 
tranquillity,  who  had  hitherto  heard  the  political 
storm  grumble  in  the  distance,  and  turned  Anteus 
like  towards  his  hereditary  earth,  by  clinging 
to  which  his  strength  was  strengthened  and  his 
safety  secured, — ^had  suddenly  found  the  contact 
replete  with  danger.  Konstanty, — ^his  brave  and 
beautiful, — ^who  in  the  Czartoryskian  camp  or  the 
brawls  of  the  capital  seemed  guarded  round  with 
impuiiity,  no  sooner  set  foot  in  his  quiet  paternal 
fields  than  his  life  was  menaced  and  his  honour 
impngned ;  while  Julinsz,  his  comforter  and  joy, 
had  devoted  his  energetic  mind  to  the  task  of 
sowing  the  wind,  with  the  certainty  of  reaping 
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Aewhsflwiad!— Till  the  secnt  was  lereakd  lo 

bim  by  die  braggart  Taiiiitmga  of  Iub  elder,  and 
Ae  emnpaeaoiiale  lamentrngs  of  his  younger  Mm, 
i  bad  been  hi  a  great  meaaure  ignorant  of 


file  growing  anarchy  c(  the  kingdom.  Peremp- 
torily oocapied  with  the  interests  of  an  eartenrive 
fitfm,  bolding  little  communication  with  the 
world,  the  minion  of  no  political  leader,  the  dupe 
of  no  &ctious  priest,  he  beheld  the  son  shine 
daily  and  the  harrests  ripen  annually,  and  trusted 

tiiat  all  was  well  or  would  soon  be  well  in  die 
land.    The  Prussians  it  is  true  had  ravaged  the 

Western  provinces, the Rusrians the  East;  bntthe 
wrong  was  at  an  end,  and  partly  atoned ;  while 
his  own  belored  Mazowsie  was  tranquil,  prosperous, 
and  beautiful  as  erer ! 

Tet  was  not  Fd&iski  a  lukewarm  patriot,  or 
indiiferent  to  the  sufferings  of  his  country.  But 
he  was  of  a  confiding  temper  and  benevolent 
heart, — a  lover  of  order,  a  hater  of  innovation ; 
^-^md  so  fiur  from  applauding  the  political  intrigues 
of  his  patron,  Cxartoryski^  or  the  restless  disoon- 
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Cent  of  the  patriots  of  Bialystok,  he  confidently 
trusted  that,  on  the  death  of  their  old  and  infirm 
king,  a  native  prince  would  be  summoned  to  the 
throne, — a  Branicki  or  Mokranouski, — ^to  render 
the  rough  places  of  the  kingdom  plain,  and  the 
crooked  straight. 

Within  the  last  few  days,  a  new  view  of  things 
had  suddenly  arisen  before  his  eyes!  —  Startled 
by  the  fervid  eloquence  of  his  boy,  Felinski  dis- 
covered, in  communing  with  his  own  mind,  that  it 
was  not  the  insulting  aggressions  of  foreign  allies 
or  foreign  enemies,  —  nor  Catholic  ascendancy, 
nor  dissident  resistance, — ^no !  nor  even  the  iatal 
abuse  of  the  lAberum  veto  which  formed  the  real 
source  of  the  moral  paralysis  of  the  kingdom.  He 
Saw  that,  amid  all  their  rants  and  boasts  of  repub- 
lican  equality,  he  was  in  truth  living  in  a  land  of 
slaves, — and  of  murmuring  slaves ;  that  the  bread 
he  ate  was  moistened  with  the  dew  of  many  a 
woe*wom  brow ;  that  he  and  all  his  caste  were 
arraigned  at  the  tribunal  of  God  by  the  accusation 
of  many  a  grovelling  brother  of  the  dust, — ^many 
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ft  flooorged  and  miserable  Chlop, — many  a  broken- 
flpriled  man  and  broken-hearted  woman, — wh<Me 
crj  had  reached  the  impartial  ears  of  their 
Eternal  Judge. — ^And  lo !  like  Felix,  he  trembled! 
— ^Had  his  inertness,  his  selfish  dread  of  public 
exdtement  or  national  innovations,  betrayed  him 
into  hardness  of  heart,  and  n^lect  of  the  crea* 
tores  committed  hj  providence  into  his  diai^f 
— Felinski  was  overwhelmed  by  dawning  oon« 
scioosnesB  of  his  responsibility,  and  the  perplexii^ 
sabversion  of  all  his  former  carelessly-adopted 
and  nnezamined  opinions.  Hismind  was  a  chaos, — 
of  which  the  conflicting  elements  were  anxiety  for 
his  sons,  and  terror  for  the  distracted  kingdom : 
and  such  was  the  tenonr  of  his  considerations  as 
he  entered  the  Puszcza  of  Lnbloyst. 

But   a  precious  anodyne  is  inherent  in  the 

breath  of  nature ! — The  turfen  paths  through  which 
they  rode  were  so  silent, — ^the  massive  shades  of 
%e  distant  woods  so  imposing,  —  the  nearer  ver- 
dure of  the  over-arching  boughs  so  beautiful,* — 
the  whole  scene  so  deeply,  powerfully  and  sacredly 
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interval^  througli  the  trees,  like  the  dardng  of 
arrows  of  light,  between  the  plumy  tofts  of  rich 
green  fern. 

^*  This  is  a  savage  spot!'*  said  Felinski,  trying 
to  guide  his  horse  among  the  masses  of  moea- 
grown  granite  that  seemed  toppling  abore  to 
crush  them  as  they  ascended ;  and  noticing  a 
isingular  watchfulness  and  restlessness  on  the 
part  of  the  beast. 

^*So  thinks  poor  Igla!" — replied  Juliusz,  ca- 
ressing the  neck  of  the  fayourite  mare  on  which 
he  was  mounted,  which  exhibited  strong  symp- 
toms of  reluctance  to  proceed.  And  in  truth  'tis 
a  fitter  resort  for  haydumacka  or  poachers,  than 
for  a  creature  of  Igla's  timid  nature.    Twas  from 

this  upper  region  of  the  forest  the  bears  came 
down  last  winter  upon  Lubionki,  that  were  killed 
by  Czelenszki's  Jagers/' 

A  shrill,  expresrire,  and  now  well-known 
voice,  suddenly  bursting  forth  as  if  from  the 
ground  at  their  feet,  caused  at  this  moment  the 
horse  ridden  by  Felinski  to  rear  violently ;  and 
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when  the  skill  of  the  nuurter^s  hand  had  ndaeed 
it  to  obedience,  the  beast  stood  trwnHingy  as 
if  paUed  bj  some  inrisible  infinenoe,  while  ihe 
Mlowiii^  address  caused  the  blood  of  Jnlins  to 
Arill  in  his  Tdns. 


Feeble-fooled.— fiedto-nnkM,-- 
l^fliper  dy  pnde-ledf 
Beck,  and  bedu  and  beck 
HaoBten  ye,  of  flood  or  plaie. 
Pitfff  fra-glif  Itfff  11  not  tpfced 
For  dainty  finae,  or  IminleM 
In  oar  caverns,  fell  and  gaont. 
Wolf  and  wolf-like  prowling  hannt; 
See! — the  manHmke  springs  beside  jc, 
Haik  !—tbe  sMddiV  owl  derides  ye  ; 
Back,  and  back,  and  back  again, 
Qnest  snd  qnarrd  all  are  Tain  !** 


«<What  in  God's  name  is  this?**— cried  Fe« 
linski,  impnlsiTely  crossing  himself.  *'  Means  it 
modLery  or  mischief?* — ^And  with  some  difficoltj, 
he  forced  forward  his  horse,  and  attempted  at 
least  to  quit  the  inanspidoos  spot. 

*«  Tu  strange^ — *^  awfbir— said  Jidinss,  some- 
what  comforted  to  pereeire  that  his  grsTe  and 
andemonstratiYe  &ther  was  as  nroch  perturbed 
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And  as  the  berimed  log-hut  of  Ignacj  roee 
before  them,  sheltered  in  a  rock  towards  the  sum* 
mit  of  the  hill  and  overlooking  a  boundless  ex- 
tent of  forest,  Felinski  admitted  that  he  had  nerer 
beheld  a  more  miserable  specimen  of  human  ha* 
Intation,  disfiguring  a  more  lovely  section  of  the 
kingdom  of  nature ! — 


CHAFTEE  I. 


chi! 

'         Orto 


Far  different  was  tiie  temomr  cT 

to  WnmicAo.    In  TCfj  hmwi  a 

in  the  pompoofl  odenlntion  ef  n  ■apm^f 

hold,  and  aeeostomed  lo  witck  vidi  ks  Miitt 

honeBBanahip  the  hn^bt  eym  g*— *'ig  ^'■■C  ^ 

Dbga  Ulka  of  Waiaaw,  Hamtutf  Fcfadk*  k^i 

OB  his  own  part  none  fiir  Ae  hcawtasi  d 

TOL.  I.  1 
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and  as  ibr  a  forest,  (unless  hj  way  of  decoration 
in  a  oonrt  ballet)  the  fopling  would  have  defined 
it  as  a  wilderness  of  sticks  and  leaves! — His 
contemplations  in  traversing  the  Puszcza  to  Lu- 
bionki,  consisted  of  regrets  that  his  own  charger 
had  not  yet  rested  fix>m  its  journey ;— so  that  he 
was  compelled  to  exhibit  his  elegant  person  on 
one  of  the  lumbering  half-bred  horses  of  the 

farm ;  and  his  soliloquies,  of  snatches  of  Apostolo 
Zeno  or  Metastasio*s  Songs,  and  recitations  of 
Voltaire's  obscene  verses;  which,  having  been  cir- 
culated in  Warsaw  by  a  few  returned  emigrants 
from  the  court  of  Stanislas  at  Lun6ville,  formed 
the  Code  moral  of  its  dissolute  coteries.  He 
spouted,  and  sang,  and  *'  whistled  as  he  went;*' — 
and,  if  not  from  want  of  thought, — ^the  thoughto 
by  which  his  measures  were  accompanied  had 
better  far  been  wanting. 

"  Wood,— wood,— wood  I "  cried  he,  as  the 
long,  straight,  hazel-fringed  road  frded  in  the 
distance  in  the  darker  shade  of  the  pine-trees. 
«<  Nothing,  nothing,  but   forest! — excellent  for 
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fliartinr-eats  or  beameabe  ;-'-HBaeeileot  ibr  stodL* 
doTeSy  or  findbes  ;r-;exoelIeiit  fer  stoat,  or  hodge- 
hog;  makff,  or  Uiadwomi; — bat  bad^ — fititding 
bad,  for  God's  dvilized  creatures! — On,<— on, — 
theu  heaTj  mid  most  graoeless  brute! — Tby  mouth 
is  harder^  and  tby  pace  nxMne  rugged  than  that  of 
our  Bight  Reverend  Father, — Soltyk  of  Krakow  t 
On,  I  say*  tar  thou  losest  time,  and  I« — ^patienoe. 
Trala  lala  la! 

'  Perdife,  Tcnoti  ni, 
Taoto  rigor,  perclie  ? 
Non  tiofciete  mai 
Chi  T'ami  al  par  di  me  I ' 

Tra  lala,  lala,  lala ! — ^Ahi ! — gentilissimo  mio  Me- 
tastasio ! " — 

One  or  two  peasants,  ploddmg  with  heavy 
burthens  on   their  shoulders  from   Wodarodko 

towards  Lubloyst,  were  unluckily  the  sole  auditors 
of  his  bramras ;  but  even  when  they  laid  down 
their  load  to  touch  their  1^  to  the  smart  youi^ 
officer  as  he  speeded  along,  it  was  his  gay  uni- 
form rather  than  the  influence  of  his  harmony 

i2 
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which  isduced  them  to  vociferate  their  moet 
boor-like  salutation  of—-**  I  kies  the  feet  of  the 
gracious  lord! — ^Niech  b^zie  pochwalony  Jezus 
Chrystus ! " 

At  Ljubionki,  however,  neither  embroidery  nor 
cantata  produced  this  expected  result.  One  pretty 
chlopka,  who  was    driving   her  fowls   with   an 

alder  bough  into  their  pen,  turned,  as  he  passed 
and  saluted  him  laughingly  over  her  shoulder. 
But  the  peasants  were  at  their  work;  and 
of  two  or  three  infirm  men  pottering  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  cabins,  all  gazed  stedfastly  at  the 
gaudy  Warszavian,  without  the  slightest  token 
or  demonstration  of  respect.  Even  Xawery, 
the  forester,  who  was  chopping  logs  in  his 
yard,  glanced  upon  him  with  an  eye  of  scom» 
continued    his    employment,    and    '*  made    no 

sign. 

"  Thus  it  is! " — ^muttered  Konstanty,  as  he  re- 
sumed his  former  hurried  pace  towards  Ostro- 
nimptszch.  "  For  this  may  we  thank  the  the- 
ories of  our  wonder-working  friend  Czelenszki ! — 
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Fan^h !— Becanae  it  happens  that  in  the  vast  Hip- 
podrome  called  Britain,  nature  has  scaree  varied 
hj  a  pinch  of  finer  dost  the  leaven  of  the  hinate 
peasant  and  the  hyperborean  peer ; — ^because,  in 
France,  the  buoyant  atmosphere  refines  even  the 
shepherd  with  his  chalumeae,  till  he  treads  on 
the  kibe  (the  red-heeled  shoe,  bien  entendu)  of 
the  oooiiier; — because  yonder,  beyond  the  salt 
sea,  the  grubber  of  stumps  with  five  cents  and 
the  grubber  of  stumps  with  five  hundred  dollars 
feed  from  a  c<»nmon  trough, — ws,  fi>r80oth, — 
WB, — Polanders! — Sarmatians! — citizens  of  the 
freest  and  noblest  Republic  upon  earth, — ^must 
loosen  chain  and  collar  from  the  necks  of  the 
Sdavonian  dogs,  bom '  to  drive  our  game  and 
lick  the  dust  from  our  feet! — Success  to  batog 
and  knout,  say  I. — Flourish  the  lordly  oak: — 
and  creep  and  germinate  in  the  dust  the 
homely  juniper. — The  plant  is  a  good  plant ; 
but  what  need  to  grace  its  cultivation, — when 
Will   bourgeon   and   spread  like   other   weeds, 
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as  if  for  the  mere  satisfaction  of  being  tramp- 
led upon  or  cut  down  for  stove-wood ! — 
La,  la,  la,  lala,  lala. 

'  Al  bosco,  cacciatori ! 
6k  fl  Sol  daU'onde  nid, 
Ritomeremo  a  Clori 
Sul  tnunontar  del  di.' 

BraTO,  bravo! — (Jentilissimo  Abbate  mio  ! " — 

The  first  aspect  of  the  hamlet  of  Ostronimptszch 
was  by  no  means  calculated  to  liberalize  the  Tory 
principles  of  the  young  Uhlan.  Its  usual  bald* 
faced  ugliness  was  already  increased  by  a  certain 
disorder  of  countenance,  obliterating  the  only 
redeeming  feature.  The  first  evidence  of  grati- 
tude testified  by  the  ignorant  Chlopstwo  towards 
their  magnanimous  lord  had  been  exactly  such  as 
marks  the  conduct  of  the  felon  at  the  expiration 

of  his  term  of  imprisonment.  Of  the  thirty-seven 
fiunilies  liberated,  eleven  had  already  decamped ; 
some  to  *^  fresh  fields  and  pastures  new,"— others 
to  blacken  boots  and  sweep  crossings  at  Warsaw, 
taking  with  them,  as  the  Gascon  footman  ex- 
pressed it,  at  least  all  their  worldly  belongings. 


OP  hVBiMMl,     .  176 

Upon  the  derea  tpmmiyqtf  tfaot  dbsBdoaad  mmi 
shattered  op,  nnaigfatly  dama^  had  already  beea 
coTnmittfd; — some  were  covered  widi  a  Kberal 
ooati]^  of  mud  by  the  industiy  of  the  rinig 
geoeratknii  who,  flecure,  at  lei^^  finxm  the  lon^- 
dreaded  authority  of  the  Wojt  ar  OTeneer,  0cnq>led 
not  to  defieu^  the  tenementB,  uproot  the  p^lwig*^ 
and  trespaaB  on  the  property  of  their  neighhoiin 
to  the  augmentation  of  their  ovm. 

The  first  molestation  that  beset  the  dainty 
Konstanty  was  no  less  humiliating  than  unpro- 
Toked.  Scarcely  had  he  reached  the  second 
cabin  of  the  hamlet,  when  the  unhappy  steed 
on  which  he  had  been  bestowing  soch  a  soper* 
finity  of  curses,  shyed  at  a  strange  looking  dject 
that  ran  grunting  across  the  road,  and  pot  the 
horsemanship  of  th6  young  Lancer  to  the  test,  by 
flrwig  divers  efforts  to  dislodge  Urn  into  the 
st]r  in  which  the  hunted  beast  (a  gaunt  pig, 
dxessed  out  with  a  gailand  of  diistle  ti^  and 
nuisued  with  sticks  and  stones  by  the  dilopi^cy* 
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of  the  Tillage,)  had  taken  refuge.    The  urchinSt 

delighted    bjr  the  jeopardy  of   the    gay-- suited 

Panicz,    now  hooted  and  clapped  their   hands. 

Again  the  horse  reared, — i^ain  Konstanty  awore^ 

— ^again  the  little  miacreants  shouted; — ^till,  scared 
by  the  tumult,  the  horse  started  off  at  a  pace 

which  nothing  but  the  strong  arm  of  an  experi- 
enced equestrian*  could  avail  to  check.  Having, 
however,  at  half  a  mile  distance,  succeeded  in 

the  attempt,  and,  provoked   to  have  made  so 

• 

sorry  a  figure  in  the  eyes  of  the  crowd,  the 
irritated  Felinski  wheeled  about  and  returned 
with  the  purpose  of  inflicting  summary  chastise- 
ment on  the  foremost  of  the  juvenile  delin- 
quents; when,  lo! — on  r^aining  the  road  or 
street  of  Ostronimptszch,  his  career  was  arrested 
by  an  object  scarcely  less  grotesque  than  the 
bethistled  swine.  Emerging  suddenly  from  a 
cabin  which,  in  honour  of  its  upper  loft  or 
second    story,  and  the  privil^e  of  dispensing 

*  The  PoUmder  boatts  himtelf,  bf  «  mtioiia]  proterb,  to  bt 
«  nrodiooy  ryoeni**  or  "  an  equettrUn  born." 
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Lipiee,  Vodka,  and  tobacco,  was  styled  an  inn, 
— Nepomucen  Pulafski,  in  a  state  of  semi- 
intoxieaticm,  sidled  towards  him:  —  stammering 
a  thoosand  welcomes  to  Lubloyst, — a  thousand 
execrations  i^inst  the  stabbom  temper  of  the 
horse, — and  a  thousand  incoherent  queries  touch- 
ing Juliusz,  and  the  state  of  domestic  politics  at 
Lablowicz. 

The  vagaries  of  nature  seldom  exercise  them- 
selres  more  despitefully  in  the  fashioning  of  the 
human  fbmi  divine,  than  in  the  construction  of 
poor  Nepomucen.     Instead  of  the  undulation  of 
outline   gracing  the  outward  man    of   ordinary 
Christians,  his  face,  figure,  and  features  exempli- 
fied a  sort  of  cubic  conformation ; — his  body  was 
a  parallelc^ram,   and    his   mouth    incapable  of 
bringing  itself  to  the  line  of  beauty.     As  cer- 
tain crystallized  bodies  assume  in  all  their  frac- 
tions the  generic  character,  so  poor  Nepomucen 
might  have  been  depicted  from  head  to  foot  by 
a  series  of  squares.    When   sober,    he  was   a 
miracle  of   grotesque   ugliness;    in   a   state  of 

I  6 
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inebriation,  his  odditj  of  look  and  gesture  was 
irresistiUe.  Bot  Konstan^  was  in  no  mood  to 
be  diyerted.  He  saw  that  half  a  dosen  boors 
a  degree  less  deep  in  Vodka  than  the  young 
Szlachciskoy  who  were  playing  at  ball  in  the  inn 
yardy  stood  observing  his  enoonnter  with  the 
military  gallant,  with  undisguised  contenqit  of 
both; — and  had  no  mind  to  be  subjected  to  the 
insults  of  a  tribe  whom  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  regard  as  the  dust  under  his  horse^s  hoofe; 
and  who,  till  Czelenszki's  recent  act  of  enfiran- 
chisaly  were  scarcely  of  higher  account  in  the 
social  scale  of  Poland. 

"  My  dear,  dear  Konstanty ! "  cried  Ncpo* 
mucen,  closing  his  eyes  as  if  to  facilitate  the 
emission  of  the  words  clinging  to  his  tongue. 
*'  Never  believe  me  but  as  you  glanced  by  the 
Karczma  window  just  now  on  your  termagant 
horse,  you  looked  as  bright  and  flitful  as  the 
wild-fire  that  capers  so  briskly  over  father  s  fen- 
lands  in  the  dark  November  nights ; — ^never  be- 
lieve me  but  you  did! — ^Wilt  take  a  cup  of  Vodka, 
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KADStant^?— TbereV  as  good  Vodka  to  ba  drunk 
bera  at  the  aayxik  of  Oar-^Oa-^-OstioiiimptBzcli^  as 
ia  ai^  of  tfa^  floe-  ta¥eni8  yander  at  Wanaw  ^^r- 
aj!— and  as  good  fiallowB  to  klmk  withal ;— neyer 
bdiere  me  bat  there  are." — 

'*  Oblige  me  by  letting  go  my  bridle,  and 
leaning  somewhat  less  heavily  on  my  knee!" 
said  Konstanty,  with  an  air  of  ineffable  dis- 
dain. **  I  do  not  anticipate  that  even  my  boots 
will  be  perfumed  by  contact  with  hands  that 
submit  to  clap  in  fellowship  with  those  of 
yonder  garlic-chewing  and  most  uncleanly  indi- 
viduals!"— 

'*  Boh!** — cried  Nepomucen,  clinging  only  the 
doser  br  this  reproof,  or  finding  perhaps  some 
difficulty  in  keeping  his  feet  without  support. 
**  At  the  hall-board  of  Bialystok,  I  look  to  con- 
S(»rt  with  the  gentles  of  the  land.  In  the  Dietine, 
or  the  hall  of  the  Starosty,  I  know  that  none  but 
a  noble  would  take  place  on  the  bench  beside 
me. — But  look  you,  good  Konstanty ! — there  are 
two  places, — two  places^ — (reverence  to  each  and 
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both!)  where  it  matters  little  for  gentility  with 
what  manner  of  men  we  sit  or  stand ; — ^whcre 
prince  and  peasant,  Pan  or  Chlop,  Szkchta  i 
Kmie6,  *  may  chop  and  change  hands,  and  one 
as  good  as  t'  other; — a  church,  sweet  Captain 
Konstanty,  and  an  ale-house ! " — 

Murmurs  of  applause  and  a  chuckling  laugh 
from  the  ragged  regiment  on  the  steps,  completed 
the  indignation  of  the  fierce  hussar. 

''  Shrine  of  St.  Stanislas ! "  cried  he,  shaking 
off  the  grasp  of  Nepomucen,  and  receding  so  that 
but  his  fall  was  broken  by  the  flank  of  the  horse, 
he  must  have  been  prostrated  flat-faced  on  the 
ground.     <^  Is't  not  enough  that  the  Magnat  of 
Wodarodko  poisons   the   land  with    treason  by 
his  flighty  freaks,   but    that    the   fi-eebom  and 
noble  must  groyel  with  the  clods  he  has  striven 
to  animate  into  mischief? — Nepomucai! — ^if  you 
have  the  heart  of  a  man,  free  yourself  from  such 
degrading  associations!'' 
« 

*  The  tqulTMrchj  ud  boon. 
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'^  Gdj  £«a  Vfd»d  pnedla  Aikm  »eiDie  kopal, 

Kto  tun  byl  idacfaac  w  ten  csas,  I  kto  komu  dilopd  ?  '** 

rhftnt4^  Nepamuoen,  staggering  to  his  feet,  and 
snapping  his  fingers ;  and  the  distich  was  in- 
stantly taken  up,  and  repeated  again  and  again 
by  the  vociferous  chorus  at  the  Karczma  door; 
who,  backed  by  the  presence  of  their  comrade, 
young  PuLi&ki  and  eager  to  mortify  the  Wars- 
zarian  Captain,  b^an  dancing  and  stamping  with 
uncouth  gestures  of  exultation,  after  the  mea- 
sures of  the  Krakoviac. 

This  was  too  much  for  Konstanty.  But  as  he 
brandished  the  riding  rod  he  held  in  his  hand 
with  intent  to  transfer  its  premeditated  coercion 
from  the  young  pig-himters  to  the  parasites  of 
the  d^raded  Nepomucen,  his  horse,  keenly  alive 
to  its  whistling  note  of  preparation,  set  off  at  a 
pace  which  renewed  all  the  previous  humiliations 
of  the  rider.  But  this  time  he  was  wiser  than 
to  retrace  his  steps  with  a  view  of  bringing  the 

•  SynonjwofiM  with  the  English  disdch  "When  Adwm  delfed. 
and  Eve  tpna*  &^" 
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offenders  to  justice;    and,  instead  of  a  sudden 
check,  continued  to  urge  on  the  speed  of  the 
stubborn  brute  with  whip    and  spur,   bent    on 
accelerating  his  ill  -  starred  visit  to  Wraniczko. 
Fi*om  Ostronimptszch  to  the  farm,  the  road  tra- 
rersed  another  patch  of  woodland :  on  emerging 
from  which,  far  from  pausing  as  was  the  wont 
of  Juliusz  to  hail  the  first  aspect  of  his   lady's 
dwelling,  he  pricked  straight  onwards,  nor  paused 
till  he  reached  the  stable-gate  of  Michaelokslci's 
abode;   where  the  first  object  that  greeted   his 
eyes  was  the  master  himself,  dismounting  from 
his  horse  after  his  morning's  circuit  of  inspection. 
There  were  a  thousand  reasons  why  the  far- 
mer of  Wraniczko  should  cherish  a  feeling  of 
dislike  against  young  Felinski.      Michaelokski 
was  a  proud  man;  proud  of  his  daughter  and 
his  ducats,  and  still  prouder  of  his  university 
education.    On  this  last  point,  indeed,  he  hdd 
his  head  immeasurably  high ;  enforcing  his  own 
opinion,  on  all  occasions,  as  the  first  scholar  in 
the  district  of  Lubloyst;    and  now,  there  had 
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w  It  wen  vaderhis  faaad,  « 
only  ▼CTiicd  as  lumidf  id  indiSeraBl 

bad  German,  but  aecoinplifllied  in  t] 

of  Frendi,  and  saper-OMiowed  w 
^■■*^ i t^wU%^ ftf  Vjigliftli ;  haYingfidkn 

at  Wanaw,  and  even  aecompanipd  Comt  Ogmtki 
daring  s  six  month's  residenoe  at  Vienna;  fawiBsi 

with  the  great  wprid  <^  the  Capital,  and  the 

wnrld,  great  and  small,  of  Imperial  Anstria! — Mi- 

ehaelokski,  who  had  a«nmfd   mnsidfrshig   im» 

portanoe  among  the  gossips  of  the  Miasteakn^ 

finom  his  traTels  to  Lemberg,  Wilna,  and 

was  thus  sapeneded  in  his  age  as  a 

of  manrels,  by  a  saucy  stripling  whom  he  had 

himself  chased  throu^  the  hemp-^dds  when  the 
plants  overtppped  his  head ;  and  it  was  no  di^A 
aggravation  of  the  injury,  that  it  proeeeded  from 
one  whom  he  had  bootlessly  purposed  to  enridb 

with  the  hand  and  heart  of  his  young  heiress 
Mineczka. 

Wheneyer  the  orergrown  scholar  of  Wilna 
pondered   oyer  these  things,   his   wrath  waxed 
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great  against  Konstanty ;  more  particularly  when 
it  occurred  to  him,  as  web  not  unfrequently  the 
case,  that  either  the  gay  hussar  or  his  romance* 
dreaming  brother  was  the  secret  obstacle  to  the 
completion  of  his  daughter's  union  with  Nepo- 
mucen.     He  was  angry  when  he  heard  that  his 

neighbour  Felinski's  son  was  an  admitted  guest 
at  the  brilliant  festivals  of  the  Kraszinski  palace 
or  the  court  maskings  of  the  Carnival :  and 
still  more  indignant  when  it  was  related  by  his 
friend  the  Grodski,  that  not  a  gayer  cavalier  or 
prouder  gaUant  than  Konstanty  rode  in  the  camp 
of  Czartoryski*s  househoM  troops. — Every  thing 
seemed  to  prosper  with  him ! 

But  although  vain  and  vapouring,  Michaclok- 

ski  was  far  from  an  evil-minded  man.  His  self- 
sufficiency  was  overmastered  by  the  warm,  cor- 
dial, hospitable  spirit  of  Sarmatian  loyalty ;  and 
his  first  impulse,  on  greeting  the  handsome  young 
soldier  whom  he  had  assisted  to  present  in  infancy 
at  the  baptismal  font,  was  to  extend  both  hands 
in   heai-ty  welcome; — ^but    for   the    foppish    re* 
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genre  of  Koostantf ,  he  might  have  been  tanpCed 
to  ibid  him  ib  his  aims ! — Without  recollecting  at 
the  mcmient  that  there  existed  a  Mineczka  or  a 
nnirersity  in  the  land,  he  pressed  him  heartfly  to 
alight  and  partake  of  a  family  meal ;  nor  was  it 
till  they  had  passed  through  kitchen  and  hall, 
and  were  about  to  enter  the  sitting-room  usually 
occupied  by  his  daughter,  that  Michaelokski  re- 
curred for  an  instant  to  his  pre-existent  prejudices 
against  his  young  companion.     It  was  however 
too  late  for  demur.     Konstanty  had  already  pushed 
open  with  his  foot  the  door,  already  ajar;  and  stood 
gazing  upon  Mineczka,  occupied  in  assorting  some 
papers  and  trinkets  in  a  sort  of  bureau,  before 
which  she  was  seated  with  her  head  leanii^  on 
her  hand.     Her  back  was  towards  them;  and 
when  Michaelokski  walked  stealthily  across  the 
room  and  stood  behind    her  chair,  instead   of 
desisting  £rom  her  task,  she  merely  removed  the 
hand   from   her  cheek,  and  extending  it  ten- 
deriy  towards  hun,  breathed  in  a  fiunt  voice  her 
usual  terms  of  welcome.     Konstanty,  surprised 
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at  her  dejection,  did  not  yet  approach.  He 
saw  that,  instead  of  the  Polish  costome  to 
which  she  had  heretofore  adhered,  she  was  now 
attired  in  a  simple  nunlike  Ceamara  or  symar  of 
black  silk ;  and  as  she  raised  her  lovely  face  to* 
wards  her  father,  he  had  the  mortification  of 
finding  that,  instead  of  the  accession  of  charms 
annomiced  by  the  revellers  of  Wodaixnlko,  the 
young  lady  was  paler,  thinner,  and  sadder,  than 
he  had  ever  seen  her  before. 

**  Here  is  our  neighbour  Felinski*s  son,"  cried 
her  fisither,  when  Konstan^  at  length  glided  for- 
ward, and  pressed  her  hand  gallantly  to  his  lips ; 
and  it  was  well  that  he  did  so,  or  the  deep  crimson 
flush  which  overspread  her  cheek,  and  subsided 

into  a  deadly  paleness,  could  not  have  escaped 

him.  On  relinquishing  her  hand,  it  fell  nerve- 
less and  heavy  to  her  side!  —  and  she  fixed 
her  tearful  eyes  on  the  floor,  waiting  some  de- 
monstration of  her  father's  intentions  ere  again 
she  ventured  to  address  their  unexpected  guest, 
who    was    secretiy  commenting   upon  her  dis* 
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eoartesy.  Little  do  the  worldly  and  light-hearted 
imagine  how  wild  a  stir  of  jfulae  sometimes 
beats  beneath  the  immobility  of  aspect  they 
deride  as  passionless;  little  know  they  what 
ti&rilling  emotions  often  accompany  the  utteranoe 
of  the  commonest  words  of  salutation,  the  most 
ordinary  gesture  of  recognition.  Yes!  —  there 
glowed  a  higher  tone  of  feeling  in  the  most  un- 
eventful minute  of  Mineczka's  existence,  than  in 
t|ie  whole  life  of  the  undeserving  object  of  her 
affections ! — 


CHAPTER  XL 


Servi  fUm  si,— ma  lenri  ognor  frementi. 


Mbanwhilb,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  final 
ascent  towards  Ignacy's  cabin,  Felinski,  at  his 
son's  suggestion,  dismounted  to  lead  his  horse; 
and  on  perceiving,  at  the  distance  of  a  few  hun- 
dred paces  of  the  broken  and  gorse-covered 
ground)  Erazm  steadfastly  watching  their  ad- 
vance, the  elder  Felinski  instinctively  beckoned 
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him  to  draw  near  and  reUere  him  from  the  in* 

combranoe  of  the  jaded  beast. — But  Erazm  stirred 
not 

*' Hither!'* — cried  Felinaki,  in  a  peremptory 
Toioe,  sQch  as  he  was  accustomed  to  assume  in 
addresnng  the  dowlas-suited  boorhood  of  his  own 
estates. — But  Erazm  stirred  not. 

'"Hither,  chlopisko!"  exclaimed  the  proprie- 
tor of  three  hundred  abject  serfe. 

**  Neither  at  thy  word  nor  bidding  !'*  shouted 
the  confederate  of  Lubionki,  ferocious  as  a  wild- 
bull  of  Wyskitka.  Even  Julinsz,  who  was  paus- 
ing at  some  little  distance  to  extract  a  splin- 
ter <^  charcoal  from  his  horse's  shoe,  although 
unable  to  distinguish  his  words,  was  startled  by 
his  tone ;  while  Felinski,  attributing  the  audacity 

of  the  peasant  to  the  eril  influence  of  the  rash 
measures  of  Count  Czelenszki,  was  no  less  alive  to 
the  uselessness  of  threat  or  menace  unsupported 
by  authority. 

"  Wert  thou  but  a  dog  of  my  own  kennel, — 
Somach  f  he  exclaimed,  unable  to  repress  his  in- 
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dignalioD,  "the  batog  and  thy  back  ahonld  be 
better  abquainted  ere  night-fidl/' 

«<  And  ere  day-break  this  shoald  do  me  jnt- 
ticeT'  cried  the  young  ruffian,  poising  his  rifle  on 
his  shoulder,  and  looking  back  to  ascertain  that 
Juliosz  was  not  yet  within  hearing.  ''Somach 
and  Chlopisko  have  I  been  long  enough;  bat 
now,  no  master  have  1  nearer  than  ycmder  clear 
sky  over  our  heads.  I  am  no  longer  a  dod  of  the 
earth  we  stand  on;  which,  even  when  I  teas 
chained  to  its  glebe,  called  not  that  I  remember 

Eustachy  Felinski  lord." 

Half  of  this  audacious  defiance  was  lost  to 
Felinski*s  ears  in  the  stepping  of  his  horse  among 
the  rattling  shingles  with  which  Ignacy  attempted 
to  remedy  the  slippery  nature  of  the  paths  around 
the  Jama;  but  enough  was  audible  to  instigate 
an  angry  reply. 

''  Thou  must  have  high  notions  of  Count  Cse- 
lenszki's  power  and  influence  at  the  Ratuss  of 
Lubloyst,"  cried  he,  "to  imagine  that  the  act 
of  the  Senate  confirming  the  manumission  of  bis 
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Kmie6  of  Wodarodko  went  so  fiir  as  to  flmedoii 
their  defiance  of  the  IkwBj  <v  any  oatnige  against 
die  good  order  of  the  Staiostwo.  Iflmaslneeds 
teaeh  thee  the  prafondhy  of  the  gnlph  that  yawns 
between '  gendemcD  and  peasant  (ay !  eren  the 
enfranchised  peasants  of  Lnfaionki,) — look  not  to 
learn  the  lesson  on  easy  terms.  There  are  eells 
beneath  the  Rynek,  which  hare  brooght  knaves 
more  refractoiy  than  thyself  to  reason." 

••  Erazm !  —  brother  and  comrade," — cried 
Jnlinsz  joining  them.  '*  Wrangling  with  my 
fiuher? — ^Away ; — ^let  Ignacy  know  that  we  are  at 
hand,**  and  taking  the  rein  of  his  firther's  horse, 
he  led  it  with  his  Own  towards  the  stomp  of  a 
Uighted  tree  at  a  short  distance  from  the  black 
and  desolate  calnn. 

Bnt  there  was  no  need  to  apprize  the  old  man. 
Already  he  was  standing  on  the  verge  of  the  hill, 
watching  with  his  hand  overspread  to  gnaid  his  eyes 
from  liie  strcmg  sonshine,  the  movements  of  the 
strangers ;  whom  he  had  at  a  distance  mistaken 
fi>r  his  employers,  Ben  Ramon  and  Szmnhl,  the 
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Jew  oontTBCtors  of  Lubloyst.  But  when  Felinski 
and  his  son  advanced  near  enough  to  unde* 
ceive  him,  he  started  and  turned  suddenly  round, 
as  though  about  to  make  off  for  his  sooty  cabin. 

Konstanty's  father  had  by  this  time,  however, 
recovered  his  presence  of  mind ;  and  conscious 
that  his  errand  with  the  charcoal-burners  was  <me 
demanding  conciliation  on  his  own  part,  he  wad 
careful  not  to  renew  with  Ignacy  the  altercation 
commenced  with  Erazm. 

*^  Friend  Ignacy !" — ^he  cried ;  and  this  unusual 
mode  of  address  from  a  gentleman,  sufficed  to 
suspend  the  departure  of  the  old  demagogue. 
**  Good  friend  Ignacy ! — I  demand  a  few  minutes' 
conversation/' 

**  I  have  my  Jama  to  mind,*'  growled  the  old 
man ;  **  and  Erazm  and  Matiasz  are  waiting  mjr 
instructions,  ere  they  go  down  to  Henryk  the  fores- 
ter s  for  a  load  of  wood  for  charring.'* 

**  Brother  Ignacy !" — said  Juliusz,  bounding 
towards  him  as  he  was  about  to  enter  the  cabin. 
**  You  must  accord  an  interview  to  my  father." 


o»  uTBionu.  193 

**  MuU^  Julian  Fdinaki,  is  Aot  a  watA  to  pas 
hetween  the  bettrdlefls  bojr  snd  gimy-beaided  maa ; 
and  for  Brother, — brother  me  no  more! — Our 
{mtomily  exkts  no  hH^er.** 

**  IgDBcy  will  consent  to  my  reqoest,  wiibfAix 
interference  of  thine,"  interposed  his  taMher^ 
smdons  that  no  mention  of  the  Labionkian  as£^ 
cialion  dumhl  ruffle  the  fedings  of  either  panj. 
**  He  will  accede  when  I  declare  to  him  that  I 
come  hidier  in  good  wiU;  eager  to  eztiii,^ulsh 
all  discontents  that  may  hare  arisen  betwixt  hi« 
race  and  mine." 

**  A  task  beyond  thy  masteiy  T  re^Knded  Hbe 
old  man  somewhat  less  snriOy^and  looking  rere- 
rently  upward  as  he  oontinoed :  ^  The  King  of 
kings  alone  assuages  soch  fends  as  hare  creati»i 
Uack  and  Utter  blood  between  the  Felinfki 
of  Lnblofrics,  and  Ignacy  of  the  Jama  of  Ln- 
Uonki." 

«'  Not  so  r  cried  Felinski  miUIy,  and  kying 
his  hand  on  the  begrimed  sleere  of  the  char- 
eoal-bamer.      **  If  justice   be   owing   to   thee, 

VOL.   I.  K 
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thou  shalt  have  it ; — if  compensation,  it  shall  be 
thine !" 

*^  Promise  that  thou  canst  fulfil,  Pan  Eustachj 

Felinski !"  growled  the  old  man,  roughly  shaking 
off  his  hold.  ^'As  easily  couldst  thou  level 
this  mountain  with  the  plain  of  Ostronimptszch, 
as  easily  couldst  thou  bid  yonder  luminary  recede 

in  the  Heavens,  as  blot  out  the  stain  which '* 

^'Grood  Ignacy!" — cried  Felinski,  eager  to 
suspend  the  close  of  his  imprecation, — *'  as  xny 

countryman,  I  claim  thy  hospitality.  Never  was  the 

door  of  a  true-bom  Polander  shut  s^ainst  the  man 

who  had  it  open  in  the  name  of  Polska  !" — 

**  The  door  of  the  boor-bom  Pole  rejects  the 
minion  of  the  minion  of  Muscovy." 

**  Father !"  interrupted  Juliusz,  "  I  pray  you  do 
not  thus  expose  yourself  to  ungracious  dealing. 
Ten  minutes'  breathing  time  will  enable  the  horses 
to  retrace  their  steps  to  Lublowicz.  Till  this 
hour,  I  knew  not  these  churlish  men.** 

**  Peace !  "  cried  Felinski,  in  a  peremptory 
tone.    **  Thinkest  thou  I  came  hither  to  be  re- 
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pulfled  firom  my  purpose  hy  a  few  nmgli  words? — 
If  thou  lorest  thy  brother/'  he  eontiiiued  in  a 
low  Toiee,  drawii^  nearer  to  Julmsz,  '*be  patient, 
and  benlent.'' 

Touched  perhaps  hj  the  moderation  of  Felin- 
ski,  IgDBcj  now  motioned  his  Tisitors  towards  the 

cabin;  and  preceding  them,  lifted  the  latch  of  the 
sooty  door,  and  bowed  his  head  to  pass  the  hum- 
Ue  lintel.  Juliusz  and  his  father,  apprehending 
some  change  of  purpose,  followed  him  closely ; 
when,  to  their  surprise  and  regret  as  they  at- 
tempted to  dose  the  wicket,  the  ungracious  Erazm 
rushed  past  them ;  and  having  laid  aside  his  rifle 
threw  himself  on  an  undressed  bear-skin  extended 
beside  the  health,  on  which  a  few  smouldering 
pine-logs  were  rudely  heaped. 

*'I  could  have  wished,"  said  Felinski,  in  a 
subdued  voice,  ''that  our  interview  had  been 
unwitnessed " 

''  The  son  of  our  flesh  is  as  our  own  flesh,** 
muttered  the  W^hura.     "  Thy  cub  yonder  is  not 

nearer  and  dearer  unto  thee,  than  my  brave  Ma- 
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tiasz  and  Erazm  unto  me.  Thou  seekest  my  roof* 
tree,  forcest  thy  way  over  my  threshold, — and 
under  that  gheltering  roof,  know  that  Ignacy  the 
W^larz  can  never  more  he  spoken  with  alone. 
Behold !"  he  cried,  raising,  what  to  Felinski  and 
his  son  had  hitherto  appeared  a  heap  of  martin 
skins  thrown  upon  tressels  of  pine  logs ;  but 
which,  thus  forcibly  drawn  aside,  exhibited  the 
recumbent  figure  of  an  aged  female.  ^^This  is 
my  help-meet,  —  my  household-comforter,  —  wty 
wife ; — she  who,  for  twenty  years,  toiled  with  me, 
— suffered  with  me, — tended  me, — solaced  me ; — 
the  mother  of  my  children, — ^the  bride  of  my 
youth.  Look  at  her,  Szlachcic  of  Lublowicz!'* 
cried  he :  and,  with  a  sort  of  convulsive  gasp, 
he  passed  his  rough  hand  caressingly  over  her 
cold  calm  forehead  and  pointed  to  her  gray  hairs. 
The  unfortunate  woman,  in  a  state  of  absolute 
paralysis,  might  have  been  supposed  unconscious 
of  their  presence,  but  that  a  glimmer  of  satisfac- 
tion dawning  in  her  eyes,  now  marked  her  sen- 
sibility to  Ignacy's  rude  tenderness ! — 
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Jnliusz,  who  was  nearest  to  the  paUet  of  the 
tofferer  (foUowing  the  impulses  of  his  kmdly  dis- 
position)  involuntarily  bent  down  to  take  her  hand, 
as  he  would  hare  done  that  of  any  other  afflicted 
peasant,  to  whose  dwelling  he  was  attracted  on  an 
errand  of  charity.  "  Dost  thou  suffer  much,  good 
Matka?"— said  he  softly ;— "is  there  aught  in 
which  we  can  render  thee  comfort  or  assistance  f 

"Touch  her  at  thy  perilT  cried  Erazm,  sud- 
denly  starting  to  his  feet.  "  Feeble  though  she  be 
and  humbled  to  a  clod,  the  blood  would  gush  from 
her  veins  on  contact  with  a  murdering  Felinski." 
"Eraszm!''  replied  JuKusz,  firmly,  but  mildly, 
"  trespass  not  on  my  patience.  /  have  never  harm- 
ed  either  thee  or  thine :  never  thought  thee  or 
dreamed  thee  evil.  In  the  great  cause,  thou  hast 
been  my  brother;— by  the  tie  of  nature,  my 
eonntrjrman; — ^but  this  day  thou  hast  dissolved 
all  bonds  between  us  by  graceless  dealing  towards 
my  &ther. — See  thou  kindle  not  a  brand  of  dis- 
cord by  unprovoked  animosity  to  myself." 

"Bra^art!"  cried  Erazm,  advancing  vefae- 
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mmtly  towards  young  FeUnski.  But  hia  moTe- 
ments  were  instantaneousl j  cbeeked  bjr  a  geetiure 
from  his  father.  Bxmgh  as  he  was,  poor, — tatter- 
ed, humiliated, — Ignacy  had  foond  the  art  to  re- 
dace  to  the  most  exemplary  filial  sabmissicm  the 
two  hot-hlooded  hoys  over  whom  he  exerosed  his 
authority.  "Be  silent,"  swd  he;  and  his  son 
glowered  hack  into  his  lair.  "  What  is  said  be* 
tween  us  and  the  oppressors,  must  be  said  by  me. 
When  thy  father  has  need  of  a  young  arm  to 
protect  the  wife  of  his  old  age,  he  will  call  upon 
thee  for  thine  aid." 

Startled  by  the  suddenness  of  the  attack,  but 
touched  by  the  significant  glance  and  moumiul 
wave  of  the  head  with  which  his  father  pointed 
out  to  his  admiratipn  the  docility  of  the  young 
forester,  Juliusz  now  moved  towards  the  half-open 
casement,  and  seated  himself  on  a  bench  beneath ; 
resolved  to  take  no  further  part  in  the  inexplica- 
ble proceedings  of  the  day. 

*^  Ignacy," — said  Felinski,  when  the  old  man 
had  replaced  the  coverings  upon  the  emaciated 


OV   LUBIOHU.  199 

Sgan  of  his  wife,  **  as  a  man  to  whom  the  Al- 
mighty hath  already  vouchsafed  the  allotted  span 
of  human  life,  thon  surely  wouldst  not  willingly 
sanction  deeds  of  violence  or  projects  of  crime. 
AD  that  I  behold  here,  grieves  me ; — all  that  I 
hear,  rebukes  me. — In  how  far  I  may  have  been 
instnmiental  to  thy  sorrows,  I  swear  to  thee  as 
a    man, — a   Christian, — a  Polander, — I    know 

not.  But  a  few  months  ago,  and  thy  name 
and  existence  were  unknown  to  me;  and  all  I 
have  since  learned  from  the  taunts  of  my  neigh- 
boar  Pulafiski,  I  would  willingly  unlearn, — ^were 
such  Ignorance  compatible  with  my  desire  to  ren- 
der justice.  Take  pity  on  me,  good  Ignacy ! — 
break  not  my  heart  with  the  knowledge  that  those 
whom  I  love  and  must  love  to  the  end,  are  undeser- 
vifl^  my  affection. — Speak  not  his  offence!  Believe 
me, — ^tmst  me, — all  shall  be  between  us  as  though 
I  possessed  strongest  evidence  of  his  worthlessness ; 
and  tell  me  at  once,  what  must  be  the  atonement 
to  bring  peace  1 — ^How  can  I  benefit, — ^how  com- 
pensate thy  wrongs,  or  satisfy  thy  resentment^' 
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"  Compensate  ?** — ejaculated  the  old  charcoal* 
burner,  in  a  voice  resembling  the  growl  of  a  Li- 
thuanian bear. 

**  Nay,  the  word  was  ill-chosen,"  cried  Felinski, 
"  nor  do  I  venture  to  use  it  in  the  way  thy 
testiness  implies ; — I  would  have  said  concilitate — 

*^  Thou  wouldst  have  said,  if  thou  saidst  truly, 
buy  thy  forbearance,— inie  thy  vengeance, — bar^ 
gain  with  thine  ignominy.  Is  it  not  so,  Pan  Felin- 
ski  ? — Is  not  thy  sleep  broken  these  summer  nights 
by  dread  lest,  in  the  silence  of  midnight,  thou 
shouldst  hear  the  death-scream  of  thy  dainty  sol- 
dierling,  and  rush  forth  to  find  him  struggling  in 
the  gripe  of  the  W^larz  Ignacy,  or  his  brave 

791 

At  this  interrogation,  Juliusz,  whose  eyes  were 
fixed  upon  the  recumbent  Erazm,  observed  him 
lay  his  hand,  as  ifbumingfor  the  moment  of  retri- 
bution, on  the  szabelka  stuck  into  his  hunting  belt. 

**  Call  it  as  thou  wilt. — Name  only  the  means 

or  measure  of  accommodation,  and  all  shall  be 
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done,"  replied  Feliiiski;  and  to  appreciate  the 
full  extent  of  his  forbearance  and  the  mighty  in- 
flnence  of  &therly  affection  in  his  boeom,  be  it 
remembered  that  the  ruffian  he  addressed  had 
been  hitherto  in  his  eyes  as  a  slave  of  the  sod, — a 
son  of  Cain, — an  outcast, — a  chlop  of  Mazowsze. 

*^  Thon  speakest  smooth  and  fair/'  cried  the  old 
man,  sinking  down  on  a  stool  near  the  bed-frame 
of  his  wretched  wife,  and  leaning  his  weather- 
beaten  brow  against  its  transverse  log.  *^  Even  so 
spoke  those  of . thy  race  who  wrought  this  ruin ! — 
But  diere  is  an  end  to  all  things,  even  unto  guile 
and  oppression.  God  is  arweary  of  the  prayers  of 
his  suffering  creatures  and  the  day  of  reckoning 
is  at  hand. — The  trampled  worm  turns  i^ain,  for 
Heaven  hath  put  strength  into  its  cause.— Ye, — 
ye,  the  oppressors, — ^the  scourger^ — ^the  smiters 
with  the  sword, — ye  who  make  laws  that  grind 
the  very  bones  of  the  children  of  the  land;  ye,  who 
live  in  pampered  sloth,  that  the  life-sickened  boor 
may  drag  on  his  weary  days,  with  scarce  of  bread 

or  sleep  to  brace  his  muscles  for  his  task, ye, 

who  by  force  of  gold  and  numbers,  suck  out  our 
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Strength  like  yampirelB,  and  trample  on  the  ex* 
hausted  carcase  ; — ye,  who  mangle  our  sons  with 
your  BBtogBy  who  bring  our  daughters  to  shame, 
and  dishonour  the  grey  hairs  of  their  mothers— 
(like  her  yonder  who  is  heart-broken  before  thee) 
ye» — y^  ^1  ^  Ac  first  to  perish. — *  /  will  repay  V 
saith  the  Lord  our  God; — and  though  His  yen* 

geance  sleep  for  a  time,  the  quiver  of  wrath  will 
one  day  be  unloosed.'* 

*^  Thou  art  resolved  then  to  meet  my  propitia* 
tion  with  menaces  and  imprecations?" — said  Fe- 
linski.  **  Is  it  not  also  written  that  *  mischief 
shall  hunt  the  violent  man  V  " — 

**It  is, — and  it  shall  hunt  him!*'  suddenly  eja- 
culated Erazm,  again  rising  from  his  rest.  **  The 
war-whoop  is  already  on  the  air! — From  Lithuania 

to  the  66ry  Krapak, — from  the  Baltic  to  the 
Turkish  frontier, — ^the  cry  of  the  oppressed  has 
gone  forth ! — ^They  are  gathering  by  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands ; — strong  in  their  own  cause, — 
strong  in  the  protecting  mercy  of  the  poor  man  a 
God,--6trong  in  habits  of  long-suffering  and  fm- 
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gmlitf.  I  tell  thee,  Feliiiftki  of  L«blowiez,  the 
freemen  of  Xaweiy's  eare  are  as  a  scattered  haod«> 
M,  compared  with  the  multitude  of  those  who 
wmr  the  good  sgn,  and  are  sworn  to  the  good 


«'  The  wone  for  Pokmd  and  for  them !"  ejacu- 
lated Felinaki,  with  solemnity.  "  Is  it  not  enough 
that  foreign  enemies  cabal  to  enchain  and  hnmi- 
liale  this  mihappy  country,  but  that  the  very  chil- 
drea  of  her  vitals  haye  watched  for  the  hour  of 
tribulation,  to  plunge  the  Bwihdka  into  her  suf* 
ferijQg  bosom  Y* 

*'  Had  she  proved  a  tender  and   a   nursing 

OKyther  alike  to  all  her  children,"  growled  Ignacy, 
'*no  foreign  enemy  would  have  prevailed  against 
her^  no  foreign  ally  obtained  preponderance  in 
her  eooneils.  Animated  fay  that  one  proud  ga- 
thering-word  of  *  PolskaI' — the  people, — ^they  who  % 
dig  her  soil  and  water  it  with  the  sweat  of  their 
brows  and  the  tears  of  their  wretchedness, — 
they— even  they— would  have  joined  hand  in 
hand,  and  formed  a  frontier  of  iron  around  her 
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provinces.  True  it  is,  no  natural  buttresses,  no 
protecting  fortresses,  strengthen  her  outposts ;  bat 
show  me  the  beer-muddled  Brandenbuigher, — 
show  me  the  thick-skulled  Schwab,  Calmuck, 
Moslem,  or  Slowak, — ^who  would  have  perilled 
his  life  against  the  protecting  lances  pointed  at 
them  by  the  high-souled  sons  of  Sarmatia, — ^the 
countrymen  of  John  Sobieski ! " — 

'<  And  they  will  yet  create  a  living  barrier 
such  as  thou  describest ! '"  cried  Felinski  with 
enthusiasm.  ''  It  cannot  be  that  they  would 
behold  the  fSur  fields  of  Mazowsze  trampled  by 
the  hoofs  of  invasion?" — 

"  They  would, — ^they  will ! "  cried  Erazm,  fe- 
rociously and  exultingly. 

*'  What  matters  to  the  slave  the  name  or 
nation  of  those  who  rivet  his  chains  ?  " — ^persisted 
Ignacy.  "  It  were  even  less  bitter  to  know  that 
the  foot  planted  on  our  necks  is  that  of  an 
alien,  than  that  the  oppressor  is  the  son  of  our 
mother." 

''  Leave  justice  to  our  hands!''  cried  young 
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Erazm,  liis  breast  heaving  with  excitement. 
*'  When  <mr*  bonds  are  once  loosened, — when  we 
have  compdled  the  Dietines, — the  Diet, — the 
King  himself,  to  confirm  our  freedom  and  endow 
OS  with  a  political  existence  as  citizens  of  the 
Republic,  see  if  we  bring  not  her  enemies  cap- 
tire  to  her  feet. — Leave  justice,  yea,  leave  justice 
to  oar  hands! — First,  the  equalization  of  our 
rights, — first  release  from  our  oppressors, — and 
then  defiance  to  the  Tzarina,  and  downfall  to 
the  dogs  of  the  Neva.'* — 

"  Amen  !  " — responded  Juliusz,  who  with 
kindling  eyes  and  clasped  hands  had  been  listen-: 
ing  to  their  declamations ;  scarcely  able  to  subdue 
himself  to  the  reverential  forbearance  demanded 
by  his  fiither's  presence. 

**  But  for  tf«,  in  the  day  of  retribution,'*  said 
Ignacy,  recalled  by  the  sound  of  the  young  man's 
voiee  to  his  individual  injuries :  **  for  me  and 
mine,  there  lies  a  separate  path. — Lo !  we  have 
a  stain  to  wash  away  that  demands  a  nearer 
reckoning ;  and  sweet  will  be  the  fi^edom  whose 
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eaiiiest  hopes  are  baptized  in  the  blood  of  Koq- 

stanty  Felinski ! '' — 

*'  The  blood  of  Konstanty  Felinski !  "—echoed 
Eiiuzm. 

"  Never, — never, — ^never, — ^never!**  exclaimed 

a  voice  from  beneath  the  casement  that  thrilled 

the  hearts  of  all  present ;   and  Juliosz,  who  had 

been  on  the  point  of  demanding  retraction  of 

the   threat,  rushing   to    the   window,  perceived 

something  resembling  a  female  figure  scudding 

with  the  pace  of  a  hunted  hare    through  the 
tall  fern. 

"  By  the  Agony  of  Christ,  'tis  Doska ! ''— cried 
the  old   charcoal-burner;    his  hard  embrowned 

face  growing  livid   with  rage,    and  his  sturdy 
frame  trembling  with  emotion. 

**  Tis  Doska !  "-—echoed  his  son,  no  less,  though 
differently,  moved ;  for  his  countenance  and  figure 
acquired  an  expression  of  stem  and  fixed  im« 
placability.  **  And  this  time,  were  her  transit  as 
the  flight  of  the  flit^mouse,  she  should  not  escape 
me  !*'  Taking  from  the  pin  on  which  it  was  slung 
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the  loaded  rifle  he  had  deposited  thero  on  hie 
reCnm  finom  the  chase,  the  W^larz  strode  aerose 
tbe  cabin  floor; — ^whea  a  new  surprise  awaited 
the  perturbed  Fdinski!  — Slowly  rising,  as  if 
raised  by  miracolous  interposition,  the  death*pale 
pandytic  woman  suddenly  lifted  her  arm;  and 
throwing  aside  the  covering  of  furs,  seemed  to 
oppose  a  maternal  interdiction  to  the  measures 
of  her  rindictiYe  son.  In  the  effort  to  speak, 
her  withered  &ce  become  fearfully  distorted; 
her  glazed  eyes  dilated,  and  the  wasted  limb 
she  had  laboured  to  extend  fell  powerless  to 
her  aide* 

But  even  this  preternatural  appeal  was  in- 
effectual to  arrest  the  movements  of  the  chafed 
tiger  about  to  spring  upon  his  prey.  Before 
Ignacy  could  breathe  a  syllable,  before  Juliusz 
eottid  intercept  his  passage,  Erazm  had  burst 
open  the  wicket,  bounded  forth  into  the  forest, 

and  after  the  suspense  of  two  dreadful  minutes, 
darii^  which  the  old  man  and  Juliusz  simul- 
taneously rushed  out  in  pursuit  of  the  desperado. 
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the  sharp  report  of  a  gun  was  followed  by  a 
shrill  scream  that  rang  in  the  ears  of  Felinski 
like  the  voice  of  death ! — He  could  scarcely  de- 
termine whether  it  proceded  solely  from  the  livid 

lips  of  the  paralytic  mother,  or  whether  it  were 
in  part  the  exhaling  shriek  of  the  victim.  But  he 
both  knew  and  felt  (and  the  consciousness  smote 
bitterly    upon    his   heart)   that  it    bore    to   the 

throne  of  Grod  a  cry  of  condemnation  against 
hiB  Son ! — 


CHAPTER    XII. 


My  loTC  was  ftll  too  pnR  a  tiung 

Ere  yet  it  spoke  in  sighs. 
To  meet  the  bootless  questknungi 

Of  idle  tongncs  and  eyes. 
I  hid  it,  when  most  wann  and  wfld 

Within  my  spirit  deep ; 
And  they  who  saw  not  how  it  smiled. 

They  shall  not  see  me  weep  ! 

•  7*.  K.  Hervbt. 


It  WB8  not  while  he  presided  at  the  head  of 
his  own  homely  but  hospitable  board,  that  the 
wealthy  Mazur  of  Wraniczko  could  permit  him- 
self to  testify  his  dissatisfaction  at  Konstanty's 
am'Taly  or  his  resentment  of  his  daughter's  con- 
tomacy.     In  spite  of  all  his  prejudices,  there  was 


210  THB   CONFEDERATES 

much  in  the  young  8oldier*8  bearing  and  cha- 
racter that  jumped  with  Michaelokski's  humour. 
Like  him,  he  was  a  tenacious  advocate  of  the 
rights  of  the  Republic,  and  the  Swoboda,  or  pri- 
yileges  of  her  sons ; — ^like  him,  a  hater  of  such 
innoyations  on  the  ancient  constitution  as  that 
recently  practised  by  Czelenszki; — ^like  him,  a 
fond  advocate  for  the  succession  of  a  native 
sovereign ; — and,  though  there  was  a  single  point 
of  dissension  between  them  in  Konstanty*s  exclu- 
sive devotion  of  his  aspirations  to  his  patrons 
of  the  Czartoryski  family,  that  branch  of  discus- 
sion was  of  a  private  rather  than  of  a  political 
nature,  and  made  no  part  of  their  discourse  as 
Michaelokski  earnestly  interrogated  his  guest 
for  news  of  the  camp,  the  court,  the  city;  or 
fitvoured  him  in  return  with  an  ironical  sketch 
of  the  festivities  of  Wodarodko.  To  listen  to  the 
hearty  laughter  of  the  one,  and  note  the 
air  of  complacency  of  the  other,  no  one  would 
have  dreamed  that  the  beautiful  girl  who  sat  with 
them  at  the  board, — her  brow  so  cold,  her  cheek  so 
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ptJe,  her  Toiee  so  tremulous, — was  to  MiefaaSSok* 
iki  a  beloved  daughter,  to  Konstanty  an  intended 
wiie.  In  the  aidour  of  their  exclamations  against 
the  intrigues  of  the  house  of  Saxony  and  the 

▼adllations  of  Bialystok,  the  saddened  aspect  of 
Mineezka  was  overlooked ;  and  it  was  only  the 
fitde  ehlopienka  her  handmaid  Szatzka,  who 
stood  behind  her  chair,  by  whom  her  unspoken 
wishes  were  executed,  or  her  mute  sorrow  com- 
pasnonated.  K<mstan1y  was  scarcely  indeed  so 
blind  as  not  to  see  how  altered  was  her  counte- 
nance and  how  depressed  her  air ;  but  he  attri- 
buted all  to  the  mortification  of  her  threatened 
marriage  with  Nepomuoen;  aggravated  by  the 
power  of  comparison  between  her  besotted  lover  and 
himself,  —  the  gay  Uhlan, — ^the  fopling  of  Pulawy, 
— the  wonder  of  the  Miasteczko  of  Lubloyst. 

Meanwhile,  Mineczka's  emotions  were  of  no 
common  order. — That  hb  should  be  there ! — sitting 
opposite  to  her  fitther,  pledging  him  fireely  m  the 
wine  cup,  challenging  herself  by  an  occasional 
exchange  of  courtesies ; — Konstantjr, — ^her  soul's 
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idol,   her    youth's    playmate,  —  Konstanty    the 
bdoYed !  The  features  so  vividly  traced  upon  her 
imagination  were  before  her,  yet  she  dared  not 
raise   her  eyes  to  gare  upon  them; — the  voice 
she  so  loved  to  remember,  the   expressions  to 
simulate  during  his  absence,  were    flowing    in 
her  ears,  yet  she  dared   not  give  up  heart  to 
the   sound. — He  was   there; — would   be    there 
again  and  again  and  often. — But  she  should  be 
away! — She^  to  escape  a  hateful  marrif^e  had 
already  resolved   to  submit   to  immurement   in 
the  miserable  cloister  of  Lubloyst ! — ^There  would 
henceforth  be  sin  in  abandoning  herself  to  the 
joy  of  Konstanty*s  presence :  —  she  was  about 
to  forswear  in   the   presence  of  an  Omniscient 
being,   all  sublunary  attachments,  —  all  human 
predilections ! 

Yet  sometimes,  as  the  young  soldier's  gay 
laugh  rang  in  her  ears,  and  his  tales  of  court 
fopperies  or  political  mischances  called  forth  the 
applause  of  her  father,  Minecika  could  not  help 
wishing,  as  she  raised  her  hand  to  dash  away 
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imobfienred  the  importunate  tears,  that  the  senti- 
ments and  <^inions  of  the  gay  Konstanty  some- 
what more  resembled  those  of  the  noUe  and 
generoos  Juliusz.  But  the  thought  was  momen- 
tary. The  heart  has  no  lasting  cond^nnation 
fi>r  its  idols. — It  was  hb  with  all  his  iaults, — 
and  that  was  enough! — 

At  length,  however,  they  ventured  to  speak 
of  the  absent  Juliusz;  Konstanty,  in  terms  of 
irony,  as  a  visionary  enthusiast, — ^her  fieither, 
in  words  of  reprehension,  as  a  democrat  and 
dupe.  And  then,  and  as  it  were  involuntarily, 
Mineczka  broke  silence  to  advocate  the  blame- 
lessness  of  his  life,  the  gentleness  and  humility 
of  his  character,  the  tenderness  of  his  filial  love, 
the  warmth  of  his  heart,  the  generosity  of  his 
mind.  Startled  by  the  eagerness  of  her  defence, 
Michaelokski  interrupted  her  in  a  harsh  toue^ 
of  reproval. 

**  Is  it  seemly,  maiden,**  cried  he,  "  that  thou,  an 
affianced  spouse  of  the  church  or  of  a  brid^room 
of  thy  father's  choice,  should*st  sit  wasting  thy 
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breath  in  laudation  of  one  whom  thon  hast  seen  mt 
dismiss  my  doors  and  discard  as  thy  suitor  !  '* — 

^'Juliusz!" — ejaculated  the  astonished  Kon« 
stanty.   M  Juliusz  the  suitor  of  your  daughter  t  ** — 

**  Oo  to  thy  chamber,  girl,"  persisted  Michael- 
okski,  without  noticing  the  interruption.  **Gro 
end  pray  to  the  Mother  of  Grace  for  a  heart 
to  suggest  obedience  to  thy  father's  will,  or  ac* 
ceptance  of  thy  services  as  the  repentant  votary 
of  her  altar." 

Nothing  moved  by  this  harsh  commentary 
on  her  disinterested  advocacy  of  her  absent 
friend,  Mineczka  rose  in  silent  submission  and 
quitted  the  room.  She  saw  that  it  was  her 
fiither  8  detuning  hand  which  prevented  Kon- 
stanty  from  rising  with  courteous  deference,  and 
preceding  her  to  the  door, — ^that  he  was  vexed 
by  the  violence  of  his  host, — that  his  sympathy 
was  with  Aer, — and  was  satisfied.  In  cities,  and 
the  resorts  of  the  worldly,  the  heart  of  woman 
may  be  ill  to  please.  But  the  humble  and  inex- 
perienced are  secure  from  the  irritations  of  exi- 


OF  LUBfOliKI.    •  215 

geame€y  or  die  nustriut  arinng  from  hoilovrneM  in 
their  own  purpoeee. 

•'  By  the  tomb  of  Vendar  cried  Michaelok- 
ski,  aB  she  dosed  the  door,  *'one  would  think 
the  demon  <^  contrariety  had  obtained  a  q^ecial 
miflrion  to  this  troobled  and  disjointed  king* 
dom,  like  Satan  of  old  to  the  man  of  Uz. 
Where  a  man  has  a  right  to  look  for  submis- 
sion^ is  he  surest  to  find  rebellion !  My  peasants 
who,  till  this  mad  frolic  of  Czelenszki's,  were 
patient  and  diligent  as  my  pack-horses,  haye  now, 
forsooth,  a  word  of  rejoinder  in  their  months 
when  the  femle  of  the  Wojt  does  its  duty :  and 
my  daughter,  heretofore  so  mild  and  loring,  in- 
stead of  submitting  herself  to  my  disposal  and 
thanking  heaven  that  sends  her  an  inheritance 
to  look  to  l&e  the  estates  of  old  Pulafiki,  turns 
from  the  affectionate  wooing  of  poor  Nepomucen, 
to  hanker  after  the  puling,  curd-foced,  rhyming 
eonrtship  of  your  own  boy-brother.     Think  of 

it,  Konstanty; — a  poor  weak  shatterling,  whose 
brains  are.  wind-buoyed  into  the  clouds  !** 
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**An  error,  good  sir— a  very  demonstrable 
error  of  your  own  judgment!" — ^Ibped  Konstan^ 
twirling  his  mustachios  with  one  hand»  while  with 
the  other  he  raised  to  his  lips  a  long-ribbed  gob- 
let of  pale  green  glass,  mantling  with  the  choicest 
vintage  of  Erlau.  *'  I  cannot  presume  to  be- 
lieve our  gentle  Mineczka  so  prodigiously  infirm 
of  judgment.". 

'*  But  when  I  tell  you,"  persisted  Michaelok- 
ski,  in  a  louder  key,  "  that  neither  prayer  nor 
menace  will  move  her  to  the  aocomplislmient  of 
the  match  I  had  projected  for  her ; — what  say 
you  to  that?" 

*^  I  say,  sir,  that  (her  infiliality  apart,)  the 
damsel's  resistance  is  much  to  be  commended. 
You  cannot  in  sober  sadness  think  of  uniting 
our  pretty  little  Mina  with  the  swinish  son  of 
Pula&ki  r 

**  I  have  given  my  word !"  said  Michaelok- 
ski,  doggedly. 

"  And  ike  her  heart ! — You  are  quits. — One 

of    you    cannot    but    be    disappointed.      Why 
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ihoaU  the  person  wbo  has  the  longer  life  in  pros- 
pect, be  the  one  to  endure  thwardng  T — 

'*  Panna  Marya  !  '*  cried  Miehailokski. 
**  Heard  man  ever  of  a  free -bom  Polander 
against  whom  the  women  of  his  household  were 
suffered  to  rise  up  in  rebellion  ? — I  tell  you.  Cap- 
tain FeUnski,  I  have  plighted  the  girl's  hand  to 
Nepomacen  Pulafski;  and  would  you  have  me 
break  £suih  and  troth,  and  go  a  wooing  with  my 
giii  and  her  forty  thousand  ducats  to  your  fiither 
for  his  pet  of  the  store-side  his  brain-wildered 
youngling  1" — 

"  Pardon  me,  my  very  dear  sir,  I  instigated  no 
sach  extravagance.  I  have  some  little  experience 
of  woman- kind; — ^the  court  and  the  camp  are 
schools  of  high  accomplishment  in  such  matters ; 
and,  on  my  word  as  a  soldier  and  a  courtier,  (if 
my  own  vanity  may  be  excused  the  confession,)  I 
am  fiir  more  inclined  to  believe  that  the  damsel 
eontinues  to  cherish  a  flattering  remembrance  of 
— or,  that  is — ^that  living  here  in  solitude,  she  has 
experienced    no   particular  inducement  to  obli- 

VOL.  X.  ^ 
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terate  from  her  mind — ^that  is — I  would  say,  I 

mean  sir,  that  Panna  Michaelokska ^ 

^'  Cherishes  a  preference,  perhaps,  of  your- 
self?'* said  Michaelokski,  interpreting  the  air  of 
affected  embarrassment  with  which  Konstanty 
continued  to  twist  his  mustachios  with  his  left 
hand,  and  flourish  in  the  air  with  his  right. — 
^'And  /  beg  to  declare  a  total  difference  of 
opinion." 

"  Have  I  your  leave  to  submit  the  question  to 
her  own  decision?"  — exclaimed  the  indignant 
hussar,  half  rising  from  the  table. 

"  To  what  purpose  ?"  cried  his  host.  **  Have 
I  not  said  that  my  word  is  given  to  another?  I 
am  no  Agamemnon,  (of  whom  it  is  written,  as 
you  may  have  read  in  the  classes,  that  he  sacri- 
ficed his  daughter  to  appease  the  wrath  of  the 
sylvan  goddess.)— But,  in  very  sooth.  Captain 
Konstanty,  I  had  rather  behold  mine  veiled  and 
cloistered  at  once,  than  that  there  should  breathe 
a  man  in  the  province  of  Mazowsze  privileged  to 
tax  me  with  breach  of  compact." 
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"  And  yeC  persisted  young  Felinski,  "  in 
eMnmon  jnstioe ** 

*<  Justiee  me  no  jnstieel^'  interrapted  Michael- 
okski,  still  uncertain  whether  the  young  gentle- 
man purposed  his  assertions  of  Mineczka's  pre- 
ference by  way  of  courtship,  or  merely  as  a  va- 
pooring  vaunt.  '^The  girl  is  bespoken; — either 
a  nun  at  Lubloyst^^or  a  wife  and  mother  in 
Pula&ki's  homestead." 

*^A  most  excruciating  altematiye !"  exclaimed 
Konstantyy  again  filling  his  glass,  and  raising 
it  to  his  lips,  in  some  measure  to  conceal  a 
disconcerted  countenance.  "  More  particularly 
when  it  is  plain  her  wishes  sanction  the  eager 
desire  I  have  so  long  formed,  to  make  her  the 
wife  of  one  somewhat  better  suited  to  her  gentle 
breeding.  Your  health!  my  worthy  friend, — 
since  it  must  not  be  my  fortime  to  say  my  most 
excellent  father-in-law !" 

''Is  there  to  be  no  end  to  these  contra- 
rieties!'' exclaimed  Michaelokski.  "Hearken, 
Konstanty*     Time  was  that  nothing  was  nearer 

L  2 
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to  my  heart  than  to  wed  you  to  my  daugh- 
ter, and  make  the  lands  of  Wraniczko  and 
Lublowiczy  a  common  pasture ;  on  which  hint, 
I  even  obtained  from  our  neighbour'  the  old 
Count  at  Wodarodko,  promise  of  a  refusal  of  his 
intervening  woodlands  on  any  future  treaty  of 
alliance  between  Felinski  and  myself.  Twas  at 
that  very  period,  your  father,  in  the  triumph  of 
his  vanity,  saw  fit  to  make  a  parasite  and  a 
soldier  of  you : — renouncing  his  independence, 
he  accepted  your  pageship  and  promise  of  prefer- 
ment of  the  Czartoryski.  And  thus,  you  obtained 
your  embroidered  futro,  and  Warszavian  fashion 
of  speech,  —  and  lost  my  daughter  and  my 
ducats." 

"The  less  my  luck!"  exclaimed  young  Fe- 
linski, with  an  ill- concealed  sneer.  "  And  yet, 
for  my  immortal  soul,  I  cannot  fancy  myself 
bom  to  plod  away  the  sunshine  of  life  counting 
heifers  in  the  meadows,  or  weighing  fleeces,  or 
kermes-berries,  or  chaffering  with  Ben  Ramon 
and  Szmuhl  for  a  freight  of  mite-eaten  cheese  !*' 
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**  Nor  can  1  &ncy  my  girl  fated  to  follow  the 
hazards  of  the  baggage-wagon,  mocked  for  her 
homelmeas  by  your  dainty  ladies  of  Polawy,  and 
perhape  sent  home  with  the  bloom  of  youth  faded 
by  caie,  and  her  dowry  wasted  by  wantonness, — 
a  widow,  with  a  fisitherless  brat  or  two  clinging 
to  her  bosom ! — ^NeTcrtheless,  Konstanty  Felinski, 
the  alternative  did  not  task  my  choice ;  for  when 
you  quitted  Lubloy^t,  nay  on  eyery  succeeding  visit 
till  this  day,  never  saw  I  cause  to  dream  that 
you   cherished  a  thought  of  preference  for  my 

gin." 

**  Parents  are  proverbially  short  sighted !'' 
ejacolated  Konstanty,  with  a  sigh ;  satisfied  that 
the  old  gendeman  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
to  what  extent  his  devotion  to  Macao  and  Pharo, 
lansquenet  and  loo,  had  quickened  his  sensibility 
towards  the  beaux  yeax  of  Mineczka,  or  of  her 
fttfaer's  casseiie* 

^  No, "  muttered  the  farmer,  replying  to  the 
train  of  his  own  thoughts.  **  It  can  never  be  ! 
Even  were  my  word  unpledged,  the  thing  would 
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be  impossible.  He  who  shall  be  to  me  as  a  son 
mast  be,  (even  as  myself  before  him,)  a  tiUer  of 
the  earth  and  fiedthful  adherent  of  the  Republic. 
A  flaunting  gallant  from  the  city/'  (he  thought  of 
Konstanty,)  *^  or  a  new-fangled  advocate  of  the 
rights  of  the  people/'  (he  thought  of  Juliuss,) 
**  would  be  an  eye-sore  in  my  sight, — a  grierance 
in  my  household." — 

^^  And  you  will  actually  and  positively  con- 
sent to  her  taking  the  veil — ^your  daughter,  your 
sole  heiress,  your  sole  comforter, — rather  than 
suffer  me  to  discharge  your  word  by  half  a 
dozen  minutes'  explanation  with  Nepomucen : 
(should  it  indeed  be  possible  to  find  so  vast  an 
interval  of  sobriety  to  bring  the  brute  to  reason,) 
thereby  engaging  him  to  renounce  the  engage* 
ment? — Think  upon  it  sir ; — ^your  sole  child  and 


i»t 


**The  world  is  wide  enough  ta  yield  me  other 
attachments,"  said  Michaelokski,  thrustiiig  his 
hand  with  a  look  of  self-complacency  into  the 
pae  of  his  Kontuss.     **  It  is  not  my  obduracy 
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Imt  her  own,  that  deddes  my  daughter**  dettiaj ; 
and  fliiiee  she  will  have  it  00,  let  her  look  at  it. 
Her  fiuher's  yean  little  more  than  double  her 
own :  and  he  may  find  a  more  compliant  spirit  to 
preside  over  his  household  happiness.     Grodski 
DziednfiaEycki  of  Lubloyst  has  three  fair  dau^ters 
unwedded;  either  one  of  whom  would  make  a 
stirrii^  mistress  for  the  &rm,  a  tender  companion 
for  my  declining  years ;  or,  were  I  inclined  like 
many  of  my  elders    to  play  the  wild  gallant, 
there  ia  pretty  Rozetzka  the  host's  daughter  of 
the  Targ,  who " 


**  You  sir  l" — interrupted  Konstanty,— -^you  / — 
Tfaaaaints  have  a  care  ^  smful  mortals ! — ^Witfa 
that  Tttuerable  toplock,  those  grizzled  mustachios ; 
^yoa^Sir,— Rocetska !— TheGrodski's  daughters  !— 
On  the  hoDonr  of  a  soldier  and  a  Sarmadan,  I 
must  look  to  this ;  or  I  shall  have  my  own  very 
fWfemid  parent  playing  some  prank  of  the  same 
mad  waggery  I — Well! — ^worthy  Michaelokski ! 
I  have  said  and  heard  my  atinost,  and  since 
it  sppeaxa  probable  that  yoarselA  and  not  your 
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amiable  daughter,  will  cause  the  bride-garland  to 
shine  in  the  hall  of  Wraniczko,  (ahem !)  I  can 
do  no  more  than  kiss  the  fair  hand  of  Mineczka 
and  amble  my  way  home  again.  Should  yoa 
hereafter  find  that  you  have  forced  your  charming 
girl  into  the  arms  of  a  brawling  £Eictionist, — a 
duodecimo  demagogue,— or  discover  that  a  skit* 
tish  consort  is  even  worse  to  govern  than  a  self- 
wiUed  daughter, — ^be  pleased  to  remember  that 
the  evil  was  fairly  earned  on  your  own  part : 
and  that  your  obduracy  betrayed  you  into  a 
rejection  of  the  suit  of  Konstanty  Felinski,  cap- 
tain (with  promise  of  immediate  promotion,)  in 
the  household  guards  of  his  excellency  Prince 
Czartoryski,  grand  Chancellor  of  Lithuania/' 

Irritated  beyond  measure  by  the  easy  effrontery 
of  the  stripling,  the  farmer  sat  swelling  with 
rage,  while  Konstanty  accoutred  himself  for  in- 
stant departure;  and,  without  waiting  further 
ceremonial  of  leave-taking,  kissed  his  fore-finger 
a  la  Franfaise^  and  tripped  out  of  the  hall. 

*<TheDworacsekI— the  Jackanape— the  flut- 
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tertiiig — die  fop — ^the  fool!** — cried  he,  at  last, 
roosmg  himself  from  his  suffocating  silence. 
^''GiTe  him  my  danghter  T^-give  him  the  Batog ! — 
drag  him  through  a  pond  of  essences,  or  smother 
him  in  eider  down ! — ^What  sin  has  my  neighbour 
Pelinski  committed  to  be  cursed  with  two  such 
imps; — a  paltry  popin-jay  and  plotting  revoIu« 
tionist ! — ^And  the  ass  is  off  on  his  errand  without 
stirmp-cup  or  token  of  hospitality! — I  must  not 
hare  him  quit  the  farm  with  power  to  say  that 
a  neighbour's  son  found  not  fitting  welcome  un- 
der my  roof!" — ^And  laying  aside  his  pipe  and 
motwisting  the  napkin  from  the  button  of  his 
zapan,  Michaelokski  hastened  to  the  stable, 
where  a  serf  or  two  stood  gazing  at  the  open 
door,  on  the  departure  of  the  gay  young  Cap- 
tain. 

«*  Gone, — gone — ^by  the  holy  mitre  of  Gnesna !" 
cried  he,  returning  angrily  across  the  kitchen  to 
sedk  his  daughter  or  interrogate  little  Szatzka 
concerning  her ;  and  by  his  petulance  affording 
occasion  to  the  lovers  to  breathe,  in  the  course 

L  5 
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of  a  few  hasty  Bentenoes  exchanged  oyer  the  gar- 
den-gate, (where  JuUusz  had  BO  often  greeted  the 
fidr  face  of  Michaelokski's  daughter,)  matual 
encouragement, — ^mutual  hope. 

*^  Mma !"  whispered  young  Felinski,  leaning 
iWun  his  horse  on  pretext  of  a  parting  salutation, 
*'  I  have  asked  your  hand  of  your  father,  dear- 
est ! — and  been  most  uncourteously  refused.  I  ask 
you  of  yourself; — are  you  equally  relentless  T — 

**  Alas !  my  &ther's  will  is  absolute,"  faltered 
Mineczka,  scarcely  daring  to  trust  her  ears,  and 
a  deep  flush  overspreading  her  pale  fiau^e. 

*'  Teach  him  to  think  so  of  your  own,  fairest 
and  dearest  Mineczka.  Resist ! — He  cannot  force 
your  lips  to  utter  a  vow,  either  matrimonial  or 
conventual.  Resist! — Be  firm,  be  brave;  and 
trust  to  time  and  Konstanty  to  bring  the  old 
gentleman  to  reason." 

**  And  do  you  then  truly  love  me  7*' — exclaimed 
the  trembling  girl,  clasping  her  hands  together, 
and  raising  her  eyes  to  those  of  the  handsome  but 
heartless  young  soldier,  who  ill-deserved  the  fine 


ov  hOWiQMmi.  237 

finee  geaoeriNift  expaininn  of  wcnnuly  tcadeiseas 
jninQluBtanly  gleaming  throagh  her  tears. 

"  With  heart  and  soul  and  honour !"  cried  he» 
weD  experienced  in  the  art  of  protestalioii.  *'Bat 
we  are  obeenred — ^Farewell! — ^I  will  find  meav  far 
oar  meeting.  Till  then,  cooraget  fartitade.  Mad 
fidth ! — Have  i  yoor  pledge,  mj  own  Minffiikar* — 

**  Yoa  have,  joahaver — she  exdaimed,  start* 
ing  at  the  approaching  footslepe  of  her  friher; 
and  extending  towards  Felinski  a  hand  which  he 
pressed  to  his  lips.  *^  For  tver  /** — whi^erad  he, 
as  he  bent  oyer  it.     "  My  bride  and  n^  wife." 

And  ere  Michaelokski  could  reach  them  with 
his  half-surly  tenders  of  partii^  hospitality,  Koo- 
stan^  was  at  some  distance  on  the  road  which 
bounded  the  vast  muze-fields  surrounding  the 
fium  of  Wraniczko. 

<<  And  thus  then  speed  I  in  my  wooing  rms£ed 
be,  proceeding  at  a  more  modersle  pace  as  he 
regained  the  outskirts  of  the  forest,  molTing  to 
take  the  lower  or  Lubloyst  road,  and  evade  the 
annoyance  of  a  second  transit  through  the  Cze* 
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lenszki  villages.  *'  F  fiftith  'tis  a  hard  matter,  in 
this  same  honourable  courtship  of  matrimony, 
that  the  Papa  as  well  as  the  Panienka  must  be 
wooed  and  won ! — To  gain  the  good  will  of  one 
o'  the  pair   is  something  in  my  favour, — yet  of 
the    two,   methinks    the  father  were   the  safer 
friend :  since  parents  can  compel  the  child  better 
than  the  child  the  parents. — Augh! — ^That  ever 
the  fickleness  of  the  jade  upon  the  wheel  should 
have  reduced  a  man  to  so  vile  a  strait,  as  rival* 
ship  with    a   thing  that  drinks  and  jests  with 
dowlas-shirted  knaves  in  a  village  szynk. — Ah ! 
friend  Konstanty! — how  often   did  I  preach  to 
thee !  —  how  often  did   I  tell  thee  to  what  base 
uses  the  four  aces  would  bring  thee  at  last! — 
Forty  thousand  ducats,   said  he?  —  Forty  thou- 
sand ducats  in  well-counted   money,   makes  in 
BonD»-^voyon$  done!  (as  Breteuil  would  express 
himself.)     But  who  comes  hither,— or  what? — 
since  'tis  only  a  mule  and  a  Jew; — *  Arcades  ambo!  * 
as  Virgil  hath  it." 

The  remote  object,  to  which  the  young  and 


OF  LUBIOVXI.  229 


pai0trBtiiig  ejES  of  Konstutj  were  dmetod, 
in  troth  the  spare  penon  of  Smuihl  the  Con- 
tractor, pacing  his  wa^  throng  the  fanat  to  a 
monthly  inspection  of  his  Salitamia  or  aahpe- 
tie-works,  in  the  adjoining  Staiostwo. 

«'It  is  the  yoath  Fdindd!"  meanwhile 
nramUed  the  Zyd.  *^  He  who  did  me  good  ser- 
Tioe  last  winter,  when  I  was  craTing  awdienrr 
of  His  Highness  at  Pulawj,  touching  mj 
ment  by  the  conmussariat  of  Cxerak.  He 
me  not ; — I  will  torn  asde,  lest  pendTcntnre 
shoold  remember  him  of  the  proBigs 
him  in  retom. — These  ^ngerbread  sddien  ercr 
httk  gilding ;  and  who  bat  the  poor  Jew  to  gire 
earnest  for  their  qnestionaUe  bonds  and  eqairocal 
notes  of  hand ;  of  which  to  crare  disehaige  at 
the  expiration  of  term,  is  to  demand  hard  words 
and  harder  knocks, — a  Yolley  of  oaths  or  flint- 
stones; —  the  fiat  of  the  sabre  or Tcrily  I 

will  torn  aside." 

A  groTC   of  pine   trees,   thickly  oreigrown, 
fiiTonred  the  canning  projects  of  Szmnhl :  bat  as 
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with  many  a  punch  mod  maoy  a  Uaqphemy  he 
urged  on  the  progrefls  of  his  moley  whidi  ap» 
peared  bent  on  punning  its  original  eoune  tio- 
wards  its  duties  at  the  Salitamia, — ^the  attention 
of  the  rider  was  suddenly  drawn  towaids  a 
mysterious  human  figure  staggering  from  tree  to 
tree,  and  clin^g  to  every  pine  trunk  as  it  passed. 

''  Holy  One  of  Israel !— what  do  I  behold !  " 
ejaculated  Szmuhl,  now  eager  to  return  to  the 
road  he  had  quitted,  and  hazard  an  encounter 
with  the  young  Hussar.  *^  What  unclean  thing  is 
here? — a  vampire  fresh  from  its  feast  of  blood ! — 
Sinful  man  that  I  am ! — Avaunt ! — '*  and  he  was 
proceeding  in  a  strain  of  mingled  reprobation 
and  supplication,  when  the  figure,  either  stum- 
bling against  a  decayed  pine  stump  or  utterly 
exhausted,  fell  prostrate  to  the  earth,  and  lay 
motionless  and  apparently  lifeless  before  him. 

Charily  dismounting  from  his  beast,  and  ap- 
proaching as  though  he  apprehended  some  pre- 
ternatural revivification  of  the  exanimate  body, 
Szmuhl  sidled  towards  the   spot,  dragging  after 
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liiiii  by  the  faridle  his  itQl  reaiBtiiig  mule ;  wheo, 
to  hit  snrpriBe,  he  perceived  that  the  yampire 
had  taken  the  shape  of  a  young  and  (in  spite 
of  the  ttngolarity  of  her  fimciful  coBtame  and 
the  sinurtfaineeB '  of  her  brow)  very  beantifol 
girl; — from  whose  bosom  a  copioiis  stream  of 
blood  was  oozing. 

^*  Holy  Ahraham  !  —  Tis  Ignacy's  daugh- 
ter ; — here  has  been  murder  done !  " — cried  the 
Zyd;  groping  in  the  pouch  of  his  saddle  far 
a  leathern  case  in  which,  among  other  mis- 
cellaneous rarities,  he  was  accustomed  to  carry 
one  or  two  phials  of  the  celebrated  Thurotzer 
Tulnerariea.  **  And  I,  alone  here,  with  this  dead 
maiden,  when  I  should  be  on  my  road  to  the 
Salitamia! — I  will  call  aloud  upon  the  youth 
Felinaki!"— 

Haying  shouted  and  shouted  amain,  and 
without  success,  Szmhul  at  length  pushed  for- 
ward  on  his  mule ;  and  by  threading  the  pine- 
grove  transversely,  managed  to  intersect  the 
road  in  time  to  make  himself  heard.     Startled 
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by  his  vociferous  outcries,  Felinski  turned  sud- 
denly round,  as  the  bewildered  Zyd  attained  the 
green  skirting  of  the  road. 

"How  now,  friend  Szmuhl!"  cried  he,  reining 
up.  —  "  Art  robbed,  man,  —  or  murdered,  —  or 
sprighted  with  forest  fiends,  and  the  Niem- 
czyk  ? — ^Thy  lambskin  cap  stands  on  end  for  con- 
sternation !" — 

In  a  few  incoherent  words,  the  Jew  explained 
himself  sufficiently  to  induce  the  young  soldier 
to  turn  back  in  his  company;  and  on  reach- 
ing the  spot  where  he  had  lefl  the  murdered 
body,  Konstanty  Felinski,  leaping  like  a  mad- 
man from  his  horse,  threw  himself  on  his 
knees  beside  it,  seized  the  lifeless  hands  in  his 
own,  and  pressed  his  lips  to  the  death -dewed 
temples,    uttering    a   thousand  exclamations    of 

horror,  rage,  and  menace. 

"  Tifi  Doska!"— cried  he, — "  They  have  mur- 
dered her ! — Help,  Zyd,  help ; — ^there  is  warmth 
in  her  yet.  Help !  —  a  handkerchief  to  stanch 
the  blood ! " 
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And  accepting  alxnoBt  mechanically  the  bal- 
sams tendered  by  Szmuhl,  Konstanty,  forgetful 
in  the  anguish  of  the  moment  of  himself  or 
anght  but  the  miserable  victim  before  him,  raised 
the  bleeding  body  in  his  arms,  loosened  the  lacing 
of  the  vest,  and  assisted  the  more  skilful  Jew 
m  ministering  to  the  wound  of  the  insensible 
girl,  with  a  d^ree  of  tenderness  little  to  have 
been  anticipated  from  his  callous  disposition  .-r- 
"  Sare  her,  Szmuhl ! ''  cried  he,  suddenly  smiting 
the  shoulder  of  the  kneeling  Jew  with  his  dis- 
engaged hand,  "  and  thou  shalt  be  repaid  to 
the  utmost  stretch  of  my  ability.  —  Save  her ! — 
Grant  her  shelter,  succour,  and  attendance  in  thy 
dwelling, — and  richly  shalt  thou  be  rewarded." 

**  I  tell  thee,  gracious  Captain,  'tis  a  thing 
impossible !  '*  cried  the  Jew.  *^  My  dwelling  is 
a  dwelling  of  merchantry. — ^Traffic  and  trade  are 
erermore  wrangling  under  my  roof; — and  of  a 
surety  no  worse  retreat  could  be  chosen  for  the 
infirm  or  sick." 

^'  Think  not,  I  claim  favour  of  thee  for  past 
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service  or  profession  of  gratitude,"  cried  Kon- 
stanty;  and  taking  a  sparkling  ring  from  his 
finger  he  held  it  dazzlingly  before  the  gloating 
eyes  of  th^  Jew.  ''  This  diamond, — ^the  gift  of 
a  Princess,  and  costly  as  the  sword-hilt  of  a 
Boyar,— do  I  deposite  pledge-wise  in  thy  hand ; 
to  be  redeemed  at  ample  valuation,  in  requital 
of  future  services.  Its  fullest  price,  Jew,  shall  be 
thine,  so  thou  wilt  grant  a  refuge  to  this  poor 
scatterling." — 

"  And  Salomea,  my  wife ! " 

*  •  Fear  not ! "  cried  Konstanty ,  forcibly  dragging 
the  furred  mantle  of  the  Zyd  from  his  shoulders, 
and  enveloping  the  still  senseless  figure  of  the 
w^arz's  daughter.  "  Let  her  but  grant  at- 
tendance to  my  poor  Doroska,  and  I  swear  to  thee 
I  will  recompense  her  services  with  a  purse  of 
ducats  heavy  enough  to  overpower  all  scruple* 
Dost  thou  consent?" 

**  I  have  no  choice !  *' — replied  Szmuhl,  with 
a  sullen  countenance;  recalling  to  mind  the 
excesses  he  had  ever  heard  imputed  to  the  un- 
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gorernable  tonper  oi  FeUnaki's  son.  **  But  I 
tell  thee  no  good  will  oome  of  my  eompUaaee. 
So  mrel J  as  we  Uve  aad  breathe,  wilt  tho« 
repent  mj  aoqnieseence.'* 


CHAPTER  XIII. 


I  have  dreamt 
Of  bloody  turbulence ;  and  this  wbole  night 
Hath  nothing  been  but  shapes  and  forms  of  slaughter. 

SHAKSPSJnK. 


It  was  a  bright  balmy  evening  at  Lublowicz, 
The  labours  of  the  day  were  done ;  the  steers  in 
their  stall, — the  sheep  folded, — the  watch- dogs 
loosed, — and  the  birring  of  the  wheel  was  heard 
from  the  open  door  of  the  kitchen,  interrupted 

by  the  jangling  of  the  farm-maidens  in  prepa- 
ration for  the  evening  meal  of  the  family. 
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*'Tis  strange  thy  brother  comes  not!**  said 
Felinski,  in  alow  nnquiet  voiee  to  his  son  Jalinsz, 
as,  for  the  twentieth  time,  he  wandered  from 
the  gate  of  the  farm  to  the  brow  of  the  hill; 
whence  any  dark  object  on  the  I<Hig  sandy 
road  below  would  have  been  discemibte  throng 
the  twilight,  *'What  can  have  detained  him 
at  Wraniczko?"— 

"  Many  things  f  replied  Juliusz,  with  a  heavy 
sigh.  It  is  long,  sir,  since  Konstaaty  was 
amongst  us ;  and  Michaelokski  is  a  man  of  many 
words." 

^^  Yet,  between  noon  and  night,  methinks 
be  might  have  found  time  to  exhaust  them?* — 

^^  My  brother  boasts  of  recent  notice  from 
Countess  Czelenszki ; — ^he  is,  perhaps,  the  bearer 
of  messages  from  her  to  Panna  Michaielokska/' 

''Paha!"  cried  Felinski,  angrily,  '* would 'st 
have  me  believe  that  the  greeting  between  two 
frippeiy  women,  touching  their  broideries  and 
tiffanies,  would  detain  thy  brother  hour  after 
hour  at  Michaelokski's  £Eirm?" 
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**  I  have  known  him  detained  boar  after  hour, 
elsewhere,  on  less  worthy  temptation/'  thought  Jn* 
liusz ; — ^himself  little  surprised  that  the  enjoyment 
of  Mineczka's  company  should  induce  Konstanty 
to  overlook  the  churlish  reception  he  would  pro* 
bably  have  had  to  encounter  from  her  father. 

*^Itis,  perhaps,  an  idle  fear/'  resumed  Felinski, 
**but  my  heart  this  night  misgives  me  for  my 
son.  The  vengeance  of  those  men  is  deadly. 
Twas  failure  of  skill  rather  than  will,  in  the 
ferocious  Erazm,  that  this  morning  he  slew  not 
his  unhappy  sister.  She^  doubtless,  escaped  to 
her  haunts  in  the  woods;  but  Ignacy  and  his 
sons  went  forth  in  pursuit  when  we  quitted  the 
Jama :  and  should  they  have  encountered  thy 
brother  in  the  height  of  their  excitement,  Heaven 
knows  what  hath  been  the  result." 

*'  Suffer  mcy  sir,  to  take  the  road  to  Wra« 
niczko,^  cried  Juliusz,  instantly  catching  the 
alarm.  **Without  even  crossing  the  threshold,  I 
will  return  with  tidings  and   relieve  your  un« 


easiness.'* 
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*^Nay,  young  sir,"  replied  Feliiwki,  ^^  Ma/ were 
bat  a  choice  of  oyiIs.  Joliuaz  at  Lubionki,  or 
hia  brother  in  encounter  with  the  wfglane, — 
which  were  the  darker  peril?*'  — 

**  Yourself,  Cetthery  have  put  iinappeasable  dis- 
muon  betwixt  me  and  my  brethren  of  the  Holy 
league ;  such  as,  for  a  time  at  least,  will  interdict 
my  appearance  in  their  assemblies.  You  must 
have  seen  this  morning  in  the  demeanour  of 
£razm  and  his  fietther,  that  they  regard  me  as  a 
recreant  and  seceder  V 

**  And  that  they  may  pernst  in  the  opinion, 
Joliuaz,  thou  goest  not  forth  to  the  Puszcza  on 
every  idle  errand.  Mark  me,  sir : — ^but  stay, — 
look  out  boy! — see  yonder, — a  horse; — listen 
Jnliusx !  — hear  you  nothing  ?*' — 

*'The  bay  of  the  watch-dogs  at  the  tanner's 
farm.  It  may  be  that  Konstanty  takes  the  Lub- 
lojst  road  homewards,  and  has  roused  diem  as  he 
passes  the  gate." 

And  in  a  few  minutes  the  distant  approach 
of  a  horseman  was  audible  through  the  stillness 
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of  the  night  air ;  which,  on  approaching  nearer 
and  nearer,  was  pronounced  by  father  and  eon 
to  be  that  of  the  truant  whoee  absence  had 
produced  so  much  uneasiness.  And  now,  that 
his  anxiety  was  over,  Felinski,  heaving  a  deep 
sigh,  seemed  for  the  first  time  to  remember 
that  he  had  new  cause  of  resentment  against 
him ;  or  that  he  was  bound  to  demonstrate,  in 
his  reception,  the  parental  displeasure  justly  due 
to  his  misdeeds.  Unconsciously  the  father  laid  his 
hand  upon  his  Juliusz*s  shoulder  on  the  nearer 
approach  of  the  ofiender,  with  a  caressing  touch 
that  implied,  —  "Thou,  at  least, — child  of  my 
affections, — art  guiltless  of  this  thing ! " 

But  when  indeed  Konstanty  drew  near  and 
accosted  them,  although  he  strove  to  maintain 
his  oi*dinary  tone  of  levity,  there  was  an  uncon- 
cealable  depression  in  his  voice  and  address  that 
seemed  to  claim  forbearance.  His  horse  was 
jaded, — ^his  gay  dress  disordered, — his  manner 
restless ; — and,  even  through  the  obscurity  which 
every  minute  grew  duskier  around  them,  Felinski 
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pwedved  that  •omething  was  aorely  amias.  Ac- 
oderating  his  pace  to  afioompany  the  young 
•oUier  HomewBrd,  he  had  scarce  courage  for  the 
qoestkm  which  at  length  fidtered  forth  from 
lipa:— "Has   any  mischance    befallen  my 


SOD?" 


Nay,  sip,— can  yon  ask?"  cried  Konstanty, 
vainly  attempting  to  rally  his  spirits.—"  Have  I 
not  been  obliged  to  encounter  the  battery  of  the 
Unest  eyes  that  beam  in  Masovia?— Havel  not 
hem  pledging  healths  with  the  stalwart  Michael- 
okski,  and  courting  peril  from  the  soft  smiles  of 
his  daughter?" 

But  it  would  not  dof  Despite  the  young 
man's  hollow  feugh,  his  voice  almost  failed  ere 
he  could  complete  ike  bravado  of  his  forced 
merriment;  and  Juliusz,  though  his  heart 
heat  quick  at  this  light  allusion  to  Mineczka, 
was  of  opinion  that  his  brother  had  no  cause 
for  exultation  in  the  success  of  his  mission. 
Alas!  had  the  sweet  accents  of  Michaelok- 
ski's  daughter  breathed  in  hU  ear  those  words 

TOL.  I.  jj 
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of  softest  avowal  so  vainly  lavished  on  the  pa* 
ramour  of  Ignacj's  daughter,  how  different  woold 
have  been  his  demeanour, — his  emotions !  It  was 
impossible  for  the  enthusiastic  boy,  in  looking 
upon  the  wan  countenance  and  desponding  air 
of  his  brother  as  they  crossed  the  kitchen  to- 
gether and  confronted  the  glare  of  the  lights  in 
readiness  upon  the  supper-table,  to  conjecture  that 
within  a  few  hours,  he  had  triumphed  in  a  con- 
fession of  love  from  the  good  and  beautiful  Mi- 
neczka ! — As  they  were  about  to  seat  themselves 
for  their  evening  meal,  Konstanty  called  loudly 
for  wine ;  and  seizing  the  flask  pushed  towards 
him  by  his  father,  threw  off  a  deep  draught,  as 
if  to  allay  a  burning  thirst. — Felinski,  noticing 

that  his  son's  hand  trembled  violently,  was  about 
to  renew  his  interrogations,  when  he  was  inter* 
rupted  by  the  voice  of  little  Piotr,  clamouring  in 
the  kitchen  for  hot  water,  sponges,  and  wood- 
ashes. 

«« What  wants  the  Kmiotek?"  inquired  Felin- 
ski  of  Katarzynka,  his  venerable  housekeeper. 
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who  WBM  bringmg  in  tlicir 
temp. 

««Notli]iig,  Sirr    nplidL  K 
TnptJBgheriqiiy  jadlahootto  qoilAe 
<«/wiUieetDitr 


detaiiu]^  him.    *<Wliat  hwcmfleiltlib 

"  Only  dMit  Ibe  JBMls%  velyet  BMldfe  hoaaBei 
have  beeo  brought  home  hj  Captun  Kooacuitr 
stained  and  dotted  with  Uood!"  Mad  the  woman, 
gbmeii^  with  an  air  of  imligiialiiin  ai  ilie  eideai- 
bom  of  LaUowiei,  who  finom  Ua  annogaiiee  wee 
no  &TOiirite  with  ita  menials. 

««  ITt^A  ftboiir  gaeidalBd  Julnn  and  hk 
fiiiher  at  the  mme  moment.  **  Konstantr,  too  are 
hurt,— joa  look  pale, — jon  tremble  V* — 

The  fool  ezagg^ntea  V  cried  the  joong  mA- 
If  a  gore  spot  or  two  rest  on  the  saddle- 
cloth, 'tis  no  more  than  one  of  mj  Uhlans  would 
blow  away  widi  a  pidT  of  breath.  In  riding.  Sir, 
this  morning  through  MiehaeMKdu's  jAantatioDS, 
we  chanced    on  a  fine  bock,  which  our  good 
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friendy  carrying  his  rifle,  brought  down,  and  I 
in  the  superfluous  zeal  of  my  courtesy  strapped  to 
my  saddle-bow,  and  carried  back  to  Wraniczko.^ 

*^  A  strange  employ,  Sir,  for  one  of  your  dainty 
habits,"  said  his  father  gravely.  **  Methinks  that 
among  his  Chlopstwo  of  the  farm  my  friend 
would  have  found  a  more  efiicient  porter ; — nor 
is  it  his  wont  to  ride  to  the  chace  unaccompanied 
by  his  Hayduck,  or  to  his  farm  with  the  needless 
burthen  of  a  fowling-piece." 

"  Of  Michaelokski*s  wontj  it  b  possible  you 
know  more  than  myself;  of  his  sport  this 
morning,  I  was  an  eye-witness.  And  now, 
being  somewhat  weary  and  absolutely  famished, 
I  pray  you  let  me  crave  postponement  of  these 
details  of  the  curry-comb  till  afler  supper. — 
Sit,  Sir,  I  beseech  you.  This  bowl  of  Barszcz 
smokes  with  a  most  savoury  odour,  and  I  will 
ride  back  at  mom  to  Wraniczko,  and  crave 
a  cwiartka  of  the  venison,  in  confirmation  of  my 
word." — And  seating  himself  so  that  the  lights 
might  divide  him  from  the  scrutinizing  and  mis- 
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tnistfiil  eyes  of  his  father,  Konstanty  prepared 
to  evade  by  raillery,  defiance,  and  equiyocation, 
all  further  allaaion  to  the  disastrous  events  of 
^be  morning. — 

Meanwhile,  a  scene,  in  which  the  flaunting 
coxcomb  of  Pulawy  held  only  too  deep  a  share, 
was  passing  in  the  dwelling  of  Szmuhl,  chief 
resident  of  the  Jewish  suburb  of  the  little  town 
of  Lubloyst ;  where,  in  the  earliest  shades  of  even- 
ing, a  heavy  burthen  wrapt  in  a  horseman's 
eloak  had  been  conveyed  by  a  young  officer, 
whose  cap  drawn  upon  his  brows  and  precipitate 
departure,  prevented  the  neighbours  from  recog- 
nizing as  the  gay  Konstanty*.  The  Zyd  himself 
upon  his  road-mule  preceded  him  by  only  half 
an  hour ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  more 
than  one  of  his  Israelitish  gossips,  aware  of  his 
matin  departure  for  the  Salitamia  and  surprised 
at  his  sudden  return,  knocked  at  the  wicket  of 
his  abode  an  an  errand  of  neighbourly  enquiry. 
Door  and  window,  however,  were  already  barred 
for  the  night;    and  the  officious  visitors  were 
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a>i  the  ZvfJowka  leant  over  her  tt>  boulie  her  tem- 
^)\f'i^  with  a  cooling  ablation,  ere  *he  fdl£lled  the 
roiJi^h  commands  of  her  hui^bancL  *'  And  pry- 
thee  let  me  call  thee  Matka,  g^^  Salomea,  while 
a'  ^  I  lie  under  thj  roof, — for  the  Terr  name  of  mo- 

,  ther  hath  a  sweet  sound  to  a  dvin^  ear/' 

\  "Dying? — Nay  r  interrupted  Salomea.— 

'    !!     .'  **  One  word  then, — or  the  anodvne  will  scarcely 

'       '    '  work  it«  spell.     Was  it, —  v:a%  it  indeed  he  who 

tended  me  so  heedfully  ?" — 

*'  1 1  was  ! — hush,  not  a  syllable,  —  sleep  and 

l^e  at  peace  ! "  whispered  Salomea ;  and  travelling 

the   chaml^er  on   tiptoe,   and    leaving   the   door 

gently  ajar,  she  took  her  accustomed  place  in  the 

I   i^  shop  or  street-chamber  which  opened  to  the  street 

during  the  day  without  casement  or  window  frame ; 

displaying  on  market-days  and  festivals  upon  a 

d  grated  board  a  collection  of  antique  trinkets,  of 

all  countries,  shapes  and  sizes, — porcelain  of  every 
pottery  in  the  universe, — agate  chalices,— crystal 
cups, — rosaries  of  ebony,  coral,  or  ivory  ;  reliqua- 
ries of  Venetian  shell,  or  pearl  fish,  with  many 


I 
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a  corious  and  nondescript  object  worthy  to  em- 
body the  visions  of  an  antiquary,  or  occupy  the 
kisare  of  scmie  dainty  lady*trifler  of  the  court. 
At  all  other  times,  these  costly  rarities  were  depo- 
nted  in  an  old  walnut-wood  press,  closely  knobbed 
with  brass;  and  the  more  valuable,  in  an  iron 
ehest  fitted  closely  into  the  floor,  concealed  under 
a  broad  flag-stone  of  Sile«an  granite. 

But  although  honoured  as  the  treasury  of  so 
many  rarities  (and  sometimes  ironically  named 
by  the  neighbours  the  Grunt  Gewolbe^  after  the 
well-known  Treasure-Vault  of  the  Saxon  Elec- 
tors,) the  street  chamber  of  Szmuhl's  dwelling  was 
&r  from  sumptuous  in  its  household  adornments. 
The  ceiling  was  low;  traversed  by  rude  rafters  of 
oak,  and  blackened  by  the  smoke  of  a  tin  lainp 
nightly  suspended  against  the  wall.  A  few  cu- 
linary uten^  of  uncouth  shape  graced  the  shelves 
and  dresser-hooks,  interspersed  with  platters  and 
flagons  of  pewter,  and  a  few  specimens  of  the 
coarsest  Delft;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  room, 
&cing  the  Livonian  stove,  was  a  vast  black  walnut- 
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tree  table,-  polished  i^ith  much  age  and  mach 
use ;  at  one  end  of  which,  Salomea,  resuming  her 
accustomed  labours  of  the  evening,  sat  sorting' 
heaps  of  various  coloured  feathers,  and  clipping 
those  of  the  white  Friesland  peacock  to  resem- 
ble as  nearly  as  possible  the  more  precious 
plumage  of  the  crest -heron  of  the  Pomeranian 
marshes. 

*' Sleeps  she?'*  —  inquired  Szmuhl,  observing 
the  tranquillity  with  which  Salomea  resumed  her 
mechanical  habits  of  industry,  although  a  sick 
and  perhaps  dying  guest  was  stretched  so  near 
them, 

«<  As  good !"  replied  the  Zydowka,  her  dark 
hand  showing  still  darker  as  it  lingered  among 
the  snow-white  feathers.  **  Stupor  is  already  upon 
her,  and  her  anguish  soothed  for  a  while." 

<'  Of  a  truth  the  ball  cut  deeply  through  the 
flesh,"  said  the  Zyd,  holding  up  to  the  light  a 
small,  but  precious  object,  clenched  between  a 
pair  of  forceps  of  polished  steel.  **A  thumb-nail's 
breadth  nearer  to  the  ear,  and  the  divided  jugular 
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had  opened  the  sloioes  of  her  life: — ^^not  even 
my  styptic  of  ThoYOtier  had  saved  her  then !" 

*'  And  iM  she  saved  ?"— croaked  Salomea,  seowl- 
mg  upward  firom  her  task,  beneath  her  eoif  of 
dark-Une  cloth;  under  which  the  black  bat 
grizzly  bands  of  hair  were  closely  Imiided. — 
*'  Both  for  him  and  her, — her  and  us, — better  had 
she  swooned  unto  death  yonder  in  the  greoi-wood ; 
and  thou  and  the  seducer  dug  her  grave-pit 
where  not  even  the  wolves  had  scratched '  her 
carcase  forth  again  !** — 

*' Peace,  woman,  peace!"  muttered  Szmuhl, 
with  a  low  growl. — **  Her  sojourn  in  our  dwelling 
will  put  heavier  ducats  m  thy  purse  than  3^0- 
der  plumes  with  which  thou  seekest  to  delude 
the  idlers  of  the  Dantzig  &ir.  See  hither.  Sap 
lomea  V*  he  whispered,  dropping  the  gem  he  had 
been  holding  extended,  into  a  small  pair  of  scales 
of  delicate  construction;  and  having  carefully 
balanced  them,  depositing  before  the  greedy  eyes 
of  his  partner  the  amount  of  carats,  in  the  dia- 
mond-weights employed  in  thcestimate. 
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^'  Eighty  carats!"  exdaimed  the  Jewess,  resting 
her  dhows  on  the  tahle,  and  stedfastly  reckoning 
the  amount. 

"Ay, — and  of  a  water  the  Tzarina  might  covet 
in  her  Imperial  Crown !"  mattered  the  Jew.  "  This 
jewel  have  I  unset  from  Konstanty  Felinski's 
ring,  bestowed  upon  me  in  guerdon  or  pledge  of 
guerdon  for  my  services. — I  have  the  lad's  pro- 
mise to  redeem  the  diamond  at  its  fullest  value.'* 

"  His  promise ! — ^the  promises  of  women  and 
boys"— 

"  Are  of  assured  fulfilment,  woman,  when,  as 
in  the  case  of  young  Felinski,  the  pledge-holder 
possesses  means  of  inflicting  ruin  and  disgrace  in 
retribution  of  a  breach  of  faith. — ^This  jewel  ex- 
hihited  to  the  Seirmer  of  Lublowicz,  or  the  grandee 
of  Pulawy,  accompanied  with  the  tale  of  Doska's 
wrongs  and  Doska's  destinies,  --^here  think  you 
would  be  Konstanty's  chance  of  the  old  man's 
golden  ducats,  or  of  the  golden  aiguillettes  of  his 
Highness's  etat  Major  ?"— 

"  But  has  he  power^  think  you,  even  if  will  be 
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not  wanting,  to  rambune  oar  charges  in  this  mat- 
ter of  spitalrjr  to  the  wounded  damsel ;  and  to  re- 
nmnerate  thy  especial  loss  in  the  procrastination 
of  thy  Tisit  to  the  Salitamiar' 

'*  Soul  of  the  h(dy  Patriarch !"  ezdaimed 
Szmuhl,  having  carefully  enfolded  the  diamond  in 
a  tuft  of  yellow  wool  and  ensconced  it  in  a  remote 
comer  of  the  ebony  casket  that  lay  open  on  the 
table  before  him :  **  Is  deceit  so  habitual  to  thee, 
woman,  that  with  none  to  note  thy  words  but  thy 
hnsband  and  thy  husband's  Maker,  thou  still  fol< 
lowest  the  delusions  of  a  lying  tongue  ? — Knowest 
thou  not, — ^know  I  not — knoweth  not  the  Searcher 
of  hidden  mysteries, — ^that  my  monthly  visit  to  the 
Salitamia  is  but  a  pretext  in  the  eyes  of  our 
curious  nei^bours,  for  my  transit  between  the 

Confederates  of " 

^*  Hush  r  said  Salomea,  stretching  her  bony 
hand  towards  the  sleeve  of  his  gaberdine.  **  The 
sleep  of  anguish,  aided  even  by  the  Turkish  drug, 
is  at  best  a  broken  dream.  She  may  hear  thee ; — 
and  know  we  not  that  what  she  heareth,  is  not  a 
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minute^s  measure  from  the  ears   of  Konstanty 
Fdinaki  T — 

**  If  the  damsel  Doroeka's  spirit  have  strength 
to  contend  with  the  anodynes  of  her  sleeping 
draught,  the  Bohemian  tricksters  have  taught 
her  more  wonders  than  I  judged  them  masters 
of/*— 

And  rising  and  hobbling  towards  the  inner 
chamber,  Szmuhl  applied  his  ear  to  the  door  to 
detomine  the  condition  of  his  patient,  as  a  more 
learned  or  licensed  leech  might  have  applied  his 
hand  to  the  pulse. 

After  a  minute's  pause,  he  returned  to  a  low 
slool  by  Salomea's  side.  **Safe  as  the  seven 
sleepers,  though  scarce  so  slumbrous !"  said  he, 
tapping  his  forehead  significantly.  **  The  maiden's 
brain  is  wvidering; — and  as  maiden^s  brains  are 
apt  to  wander,  she  dreameth  of  her  lover ; — ^mutter- 
ing words  of  their^rsl  encounter  in  the  Pusicza, 
and  their  last  encounter  in  the  Puszeza ;  and  that 
*tis  meet  her  death  should  chance  where  chanced 
her  shame.** 
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**  And  wiU  ihe  then  die  f— enquired  Sftlomea, 

slemly ;  she  who,  haying  Tested  her  own  Jagnin- 

aa  in  the  faridal  garmente  of  the  grave,  seemed 
to  exalt  in  noting  the  decay  of  other  vietims* 

*'  Not  if  nature  and  thy  eare  seocmd  my  endea- 

▼our,"  eaid  he. — **  Nor  for  more  than  her  Ufe'sworth 

would  I  haye  her  rink  under  the  outrage  of  the 

fratricide.    Doaka  beneath  the  sod, — ^what  further 

impediment  would  prevent  Felinaki  from  pushing 

his  suit  with  Mineczka  of  Wraniczko?  —  and  be> 

think  thee,  Salomea,  how  sore  a  loss  would  betide 

the  good  cause,  and  the  servants  devoted  to  the 

good  cause  (such  as  thou  and  I,  sweet  housewife!) 

were  Michaelokski's  ducats  lost  to  the  oaf  Nepo- 

mukPulafikir 

<*  Most  true  1'*  said  Salomea.     *'  Thau  seest, 

Sxmuhl,  with  a  discernment  clearer  and  steadier 

than  the  discernment  of  the  children  of  men.     Of 

dl  the  Confederates  to  whom  the  r^eneration  of 

of  the  constitution  is  as  a  Phoenix  on  the  funeral 

pyre  of  which  they  waste  their  precious  gems  and 

qnces,  the  down  Nepomuk  Pula&ki  is  the  only 
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one  through  whoee  clenched  hand  the  molten  gold 
runs  as  it  were  the  mnning  of  water.  Were  the 
lands  of  Wraniczko  united  with  Pula&ki's ;  and 
wereNepomuk  an  estated  nuntio  of  Mazowsze,  then 
Szmuhly  —  then,  light  of  my  eyes,  —  thine  errands 
were  well  rewarded,  and  the  cause  of  the  pore 
Republicans  smeared  with  the  fat  of  burnt  offer- 
ings, the  savour  whereof  might  find  favour  in  our 
nostrils.  And  therefore,  peradventure,  have  we 
doubly  cause  to  feel  the  time  well  spent  we  lavish 
on  this  wounded  roe  of  the  forest,  —  the  minion 
of  the  Bohemians." 

**  If  twinges  of  self-accusing  reminiscence  are 
to  be  avoided,"  growled  Szmuhl,  ^'  thou  mightest 
haply  add  a  third.  For  if  ever  woman  had  part 
or  share  in  the  fall  of  woman,  thy  band,  if  not 
thy  intention,  abetted  the  destruction  of  Ignacy's 
daughter  !** — 

"  God's  curse  on  thee  for  the  word !"  ejaculated 
the  old  woman ;  her  swarthy  skin  deepening  to 
the  livid  hue  of  her  purple  coif:  ^'  often  hast  tbou 
hinted  it  erewhile, — but  breathe  it  again,  and- 


OP  LUBIONKI.  257 

"  Prove  it  calmnnioiis,  —  or  I  nrast  eonlmiie 
to  reckon  the  sin  in  thy  chalge  of  stonement. 
The  girl  was  bat  a  child,  (how  fiur  and  how 
wayward!)  when  she  was  first  wont  to  pause 
fronting  oar  show-stall,  on  vimting  the  Targ  of 
LnUoyst  with  the  produce  of  Ignac/s  toretl 
dury.  Not  a  trinket — not  a  gewgaw, — tiat  dazzled 
her  young  eyes  like  sunbeams;  and  when  oar 
own  young  girl-T-(ble86ed  be  the  sleep  of  my  Jag- 
mam !) — ^fancied  the  wild  cheeriness  and  gladsome 
brow  of  the  Jama-nuuden,  thoo,  fi>rBooth,  most 
prank  out  thy  daughter's  handmaiden  in  her  tar- 
nished finery,  and  bewilder  her  flighty  head  with 
▼isiona  of  sport  and  pastime  ill  fitted  to  the 
drudging  ofispring  of  Czdenszki's  vassal  and  my 
own  hireling." 

"  Doroska  was  past  fifteen  when  she  flitted 
with  the  libertine  Konstanty  ;**  mattered  Sahmea 
sullenly.  '^Was  it  my  fimlt  that  there  came  Bohe* 
mian  mountebanks  and  jugglers  to  the  LaUoyst 
£ur  ? — ^was  it  my  fault  that  the  eold-sooled  sensoa- 
list,  outweary  of  the  company  of  his  victim,  per- 
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soaded  her  the  rambling  life  of  the  tapestried 
floor  and  spangled  caseokin  was  better  worth 
than  the  Jama  of  a  diarooal  •  bnmery  and  the 
tannts  of  her  kindred! — The  gay  soldier  feared 
that  his  Toui^  ooncabine  might  follow  him  to 
Wanaw  and  bring  him  to  soom  among  his  com* 
rades;  and  so  induced  her  to  fly  with  the  fii- 
nambnlists.** 

**  Again  false  witnessing,  even  with  me,  thj 
mate  and  spoose  ?  — niiat! — shall  there  be  no  end 
to  diine  hypocrisies? — Wilt  thou  stiU  pretend 
ignorance  that  Konstanty  was  far  away  in  Li- 
thnamawith  his  regiment,  when  thou — even  thoa, 
^-erai  thyself, — Salomea,  wife  of  Szmuhl  the  con- 
tractor, didst  instigate  the   girl   to  take  serrice 
with  the  jugglers? — ^Voices  in  the  Jarmark  avouch 
that   thou    didst    it  in   pure  envy  of  the  fairer 
brow  with  which  Ignacy's  daughter  disparaged 
the  beauty  of  the  child  of  thy  bosom ; — and  lo !  in 
my  desolation,  Salomea,  when  the  young  maid  was 
takoi  from  us,  the  thought  weighed  heavy  with 
me  that  peradventure  retribution  had  overtaken 
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parents,  by  whose  evil  dealii^  other  paicDts  had 
been  bereaved  of  their  child  !** — 

<<  God  of  Israel !"  cried  Salomea,  tonng  her 
swarthy  arms  over  her  head,  and  the  galherins 
tears  in  her  eyes  glaring  as  though  there  were  fiie 
in  every  drop:  "nnist  evenmy  mother's  grief  be 

imputed  tome  as  a  judgment? — Tis  too  mndi ! 

By  the  roof  our  righteous  Judge  extends  over 
her  head  and  mine,  I  gave  no  evil  counsel  to 
the  girl ;  nor  connived  in  her  nnful  love  fi>r  Fe- 
linski's  son.  The  worst  of  n^  doing  towards 
her  was  to  quicken  the  keenness  of  her  vanity 
by  commendation  of  «her  beauty;  —  by  attir^ 
ing  her  <ni  the  ftast  days  of  the  people,  m 
Jagniusia's  trinkets;  and  refraining  from  a  word 
of  wamii^  to  her  &ther^s  house,  when  first  I  dis-' 
oemed  her  encounter  of  li^t  speech  with  Kon* 
stanty  and  inter -communion  with  the  stage- 
mummers  of  the  Jannark. — Wherefore  I  pray 
diee,  should  I  weary  myself  with  the  diarge 
of  her  deportment,  when  it  was  the  ^ory  of 
eeom  to  the  ill-conditioned  boors,  her  farothera 
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Erazm  and  Matiasz,  as  my  Jagniusia  tripped  past 
them  in  the  coal -market  on  her  way  to  the 
Synagogue,  to  cry  out  *  Here  comes  the  Jewess! — 
Room,  room  for  the  pretty  disciple  of  Moses  !— 
Whose  head -gear  of  pearl  so  rich  as  that  of 
Jagniusia,  daughter  to  Szmuhl  the  usurer  7'  ** — 

"  Said  they  so !" — snarled  the  indignant  Is- 
raelite. **  Praise  to  the  God  of  my  fathers  who 
hath  blest  me  with  revenge! — Often  times  and 
many  have  I  seen  Doska  the  mountebank  climb- 
ing her  pole  in  the  suburb  of  Praga ;  with  none 
but  Jews — ^but  jpoor  Jews, — ^but  despised  Jews, — to 
pitch  a  groez  or  two  into  her  tinselled  cap  when 
she  held  it  round  in  beseechment  of  public  charity ! 
And  behold  now  and  see, — ^hath  she  not  shelter 
for  safety  of  life  and  limb  under  my  roof-tree  ? — 
But  hark  !  —  Pestilence !  —  A  confederate  ap- 
proaches by  the  vaults  of  the  secret  passage !  — 
We  are  undone." 

''  Tis  the  priest  of  the  Zakon !  '*  ejaculated 
Salomea. — ^And  in  another  moment,  the  Jesuit 
stood  beside  her. 


CHAPTER   XII. 


Espouse  thy  doom  at  once,  and  cleare 

To  fortitude  without  repriere ; 

Be  Hrong  J — ^be  worthy  of  the  gnoe 

Of  God,  and  fill  thy  destined  phoe. 

A  soul,  by  force  of  sorrows  h%h 

Uplifted  to  the  purest  sky 

Of  undisturb'd  humanity. 


It  ha9  been  observed  of  parties  and  factions, 
whether  political  or  religious,  that  although  ap- 
parently the  result  of  the  progress  of  the  century 
in  which  they  arise,— of  a  coincidence  between  the 
enlightenment  of  mankind,  and  a  combination  of 
public  eyents, — ^they  would  seldom  or  ever  start 
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into  existence  without  the  inteWention  of  some 
factious  and  interested  individual,  the  secret  mo- 
tor of  the  latent  principles  and  passive  malcon- 
tents, which  it  is  his  object  to  concentrate  into  a 
sect  or  party. 

Some  more  generous  enthusiast   is  put   fior- 
vmrd  as  leader,  to  be  a  mark  for  public  observa- 
tion;—  but  persons  fondly  absorbed  in  peculiar 
tenets  or  opinions  are  too  spiritually  abstracted  to 
create  or  organize  a  party ; — and  the  in&tuation 
of  vehement    fanatics    and    ardent    politicians 
is  commonly  attributable  to  the  potent  though 
inostensible  influence  of  a  secret  agitator ;  who, 
having    deposited   the   crocodile's   eggs    in    the 
sand,  leaves  them  to  be  matured  by  time  and 
sunshine. 

Felinski,  his  naturally  observant  mind  quick- 
ened in  apprehension  by  the  danger  of  his  darling 
Juiiusz,  was  satisfied  that  a  deeply  hidden  germ 
must  have  produced  the  sudden  growth  and  over- 
spreading propagation  of  revolutionary  opinions 
in  the  district  of  Lubloyst;    and  it  was  to  the 
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apparently  inagnifieant  fraternity  of  the  Zak<m 
Je8ait6w,  recently  established  in  the  little  town, 
that  he  tamed  with  somewhat  more  than  sus- 
picion. It  IB  tme  he  coold  trace  no  personal 
connection  between  his  son  and  Father  Joachim ; 
—  it  is  true  that  in  his  presence  the  Jesuit 
hazarded  no  reference  to  his  political  prin- 
ciples.  Instead  of  the  smooth  and  conciliatory 
courtesy  nsually  attributed  to  his  vocation,  the 
busy  Priest  was  cold,  stem,  abrupt,  and  impene- 
trable : — the  gniTestone  oyer  a  funeral  vault  is 
not  more  harshly  repellent*  But  he  was  of  the 
number  of  those  who  gorem  by  mystery  and  in- 
timidation. In  person  above  the  common  height 
and  characterised  by  a  brawny  portliness  which, 
unanimated  by  the  elasticity  of  health,  appeared 
nnnataral,  —  his  leaden  complexion  (of  a  hue 
more  freqaentiy  connected  with  hair  of  the  Judas 
colour  than  with  the  lustreless  black  that  snr- 
rounded  his  tonsure,)  was  unvaried  fay  the  d^htest 
tint, — unanimated  by  the  smallest  passion.  No 
Hood  seemed  to  vivify  its  opacity, — no  stir  of 
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z*ils^  ^«:  -Laii«rT  :£  zizxlac^  a>  endow  the  death* 
"V^^  f  u:=a  '^j:^  i=i±  jzL^nIi^s  of  huxnaiuty.  Instead 
iz  zist  i-^«:*3^-ic3l  Li-T'Tirr  usuallT  asaibed  to 
i^  -irtEi.ni^  Fu.:t>*r  Jobcnixn  a^ected  a  sort  of 
L-ry  i^iITtnnir*.  I:  w-is  fcjniiaed,  mdeed,  that  the 
sirr%:r-j-r  zc  iii«f  Zikrc  Jesuiiow  was  of  Silesian 
:r:rii  -  i  ^irriT'.-xiLz.oe  wricii,  ii  established,  would 
1.1*  ixi^Liz*!  Iszlfi  w  Lis  r«:rdarirY. — But  of  what 
-i.^-vf  -iliii  ..-'^-T  :£  a  Jctsii: ! — Once  mcorporated 
. :  ^-*  '-lie  :ri»tr.  JL:?  T«ry  in-iiTidualiiT  merares  in  the 
i^-<'-C^:^<ii^  i  i-'fs  Az?i  de^i£:as  of  his  vocation. 

X^Mi^i  ^CL^'.nslT  aojtainittj  from  denHm- 
>c^:.':cL  :c  r»  Ir^ril  ccz^iexioos^  it  was  manifest 
X*  --i-f  -■-i.JL:i:ii::s  of  L-Kojst,  and  especially 
7,  Ji^  ^:u.z^r^^  cif  ;le  Ryritk,  that  Father  Jo- 
icc  .-•  ^-is  *j:i  w*I,5?*?  azd  ttnci?asinor  communica- 
w,ijL  ^  -i  K:-!  Wirs^w  az-d  WUna;  and  harinir 
uc».vi  '.--e  rv^vr*:ZvV  orf  uieir  elders  towards  tlie 
Cv>v^:vyvl.:jJi  Fnt<;,  the  populace  began  to 
tV.w  :::  tA^^r  r^m  uia;  the  holr  man  to  whom 
C:^  Orv\;>k;  siiid  uie  Predco,  the  Supervisor  of 
lokVij^"  ai*.d  Survtvc^  of  Forests,  doffed  their  caps 
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10  low,  iniist  be  a  personage  of  rare  and  prodi- 
gjoos  infloaiee.    One  point  was  thus  achiered. 
Unhenal  attention  was  attreeted  to  the  Convent 
and  its  neophytes.    By  what  means  they  subse- 
quently managed  to  diffuse  their  rerolutionary 
opiooions  and  circulate  the  infection,  was  a  my^ 
teiy  of  the  Jesnitical  Cabala  which  nrither  Felin- 
•kiy  nor  Felinaki's  betters,  were  skilled  to  detect ; 
-^t  within  four  years  and  a  half  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  Zakon  Je8uit6w  in  a  certain  an- 
cient Dominican  firiaiy  (of  which  Count  Czelen- 
Bzki's  chaplain  and  confessor  was  Superior)  the 
town,  the  neighbouring  hamlets,  and  drcumjaeent 
PosEcza,  were  mai^Led  in  the  secret  tablets  of  the 
Waivodat  of  Masovia,  as  suspected  of  insubor- 
fination  and  treasonable  confederations. 

Meanwhile,  the  brethren  in  general,  and 
Father  Joachim  in  particular,  went  about  as 
usoal  labooring  in  their  holy  vocation,  institut- 
ing sdioola,  and  preriding  over  a  di^nsary 
for  the  rick;  —  and  though  it  had  recently  oc- 
corred  to  Felinaki  that  amid  the  ezisting  con* 
VOL.  1.  a 
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^=3&  lotL  '3«r^ft:!$  sr:s2ss  from  the 
^  mil  jsiiniiTifcs  :r  "^ut  r^^r^iiz^  iscDarck  and 
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:t.~_njLiL.    Fi-iit^   J^Mafinr   wia  r^r^nr   npon   the 
"^^ r"r3&.LTi    ii  ziti   £"'i^rTTg  :iK:rx«£ac«  of  the  Di&- 

-::.ia    -ntnr    -wu — i^    2j«i    zi>    cincct 
■^.    4 — mill    iiti    jnuLjJiu  —  N :rr 'i'^    iiideed    bat 
::t;    rr*t^:ii.a   iz   a   it^  >:Trr:r  iz.  lie   state  was 
!!».--*'  11    T5'..:^^r:   ritt  .r^:«vTZiS   imrorcaxice  of  a 
■J*^'^  '?ir:.:*.r'^i  ji  iii?  Gr«^  bnnch  by  the  iron 
xs-u    if    ?-ii-'?uu     iuii  iz.    zs  Fr':ce?^aiii,    by   the 
.r  ^ai?4f    :i   >xz.  cr»  .    iz^ii  T«-r>  — ^  b-ct  the  eman- 
r:  u^i.a    .£    :-!«    -^•rct'i- — •"Li'f    r^isf;-:xcJ,   bi^otted 
^^  l.^  c's-v;^ — :v'ia>  Uir-j  :x:'  cr*:*.:*   a  power  suffi- 
rt-M  ^.  7v.\:J^r  D-T  ri^  rvr^:  ^:n:*:  zAry  porpose.    The 
r'>>«s^:»:ii^*v  ^  Tic-"^  ^r  ''^:ci>rd  £^n€ri&tioa,  were 
fc>  "lie  7iir-r*:r^*i.  'irLiiie :    ret  liie  ciiirhtT  mass  of 
::tr   OaiIi'.Lc  r«:isiji:ry.  cuv-e  uJiiicd   and  put  in 
jc^xc^  wviu  i  S;  AS  uie  ^"^crwh^lmiiig  catapult ; 
*.>!  Fi;lvr  J,\i.^'j.:zi  b.u:  ca.:iie  to  hope  that,  in 
h«f  oc£:i;;:^ioc  cc"  the  ^crcs^ie  for  ascendancy,  one 
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or  ikber  of  Ae  lidi  mitreB  of  Pobmd  might  be* 
Gome  the  gocfdon  of  his  aod. 

Sof^ple^  BcmtBy  and  actrre,  the  artfid  diaeiple 
of  Loyola  Jfblly  undentood  that  petty  principle  of 
kk^-and-inicit-crafi,  of  operating  upon  indiri- 
dual  arindfl  hj  the  mightjr  lever  of  the  rolii^ 
pBflMn.  To  Nqmnuoen  Pulafiki  he  piceculed 
the  pictore  of  aa  Qproarioiis  and  mirthfhl  stale 
of  society,  aa  the  resak  of  the  abolition  of  villan- 
age ;  to  Somnhl,  the  Jew  (the  ready  agent  of  his 
cabab),  a  hope  of  profit  and  spoliation ;  and  to 
Eraxm  and  Matiasi,  die  prospect  of  an  amend- 
ment of  condition  and  the  abrogation  of  forest* 
laws.  But  to  Jnlin8z,-*-to  Jnlinsz  Felinski  alone 
of  all  tihe  Lubionkian  confederaticm, — ^he  spoke 
of  an  equitable  adjustment  of  public  rights,  of  the 
ameliorated  condition  of  his  fellow-countrymen, 
and  ihe  regeneration  of  Poland : — ^for  of  all  the 
fraternity  of  Xawery^s  cotttige,  he  only  was  pure 
in  motive,  holy  in  intention,  and  a  trae  and 
ardent  worshipper  at  the  shrine  of  liberty. 

fiat  Father  Joachim,  though  a  nice  observer, 

H  2 
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and  intimately  yeraed  in  the  character  of  those 
among  whom  his  mission  was  appointed,  was  not 
endowed  with  preternatural  intelligence.  Dosha, 
the  daughter  of  Ignacy,  had  disappeared  from 
the  district  previous  to  his  inauguration ;  and  was 
too  insignificant  and  obscure  to  leave  other  traces 
of  her  existence  than  those  seared  with  the  cor* 
roding  fire  of  shame  in  the  boeom  of  her  kin- 
dred. Konstantj  himself  was  a  rare  visitor  at 
Lubloyst;  and  the  wily  brother  had  no  hint  on 
which  to  ground  a  suspicion  of  any  bond  or  tie 
existing  between  the  young  soldier  of  Lublowics 
and  Szmuhl,  the  Jew.  The  gifted  and  expert 
scholar  of  the  Bohemian  jugglers  had  been 
careful  not  to  cross  his  solemn  path  in  those 
mysterious  wanderings  with  which,  previous 
to  the  arrival  of  Konstanty,  she  had  taken 
delight  in  mystifying  and  terrifying  the  neigh* 
bourhood; — and  little  did  the  Ascetic  surmise, 
while  hailing  the  gay  appearance  of  Giptain 
Felinski  in  the  Targ  of  Lubloyst,  that  the 
young  coxcomb*s  visit  to    Lublowicx   had  been 
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the  means  of  attractiiig  to  its  vicinity  a  spirit 
resdesB  and  designing  as  his  owD,~capable  of 
subverting  all  his  projects,  and  willing  to  lavish 
everj  dncat  of  her  hard  and  ignominiously-eamed 
gains,  to  purchase  an  hoar's  enjoyment  of  Kon- 
stanty's  company  amid  the  beloved  haunts  of  her 
childhood. 

Towards  Konstanty  as  the  dependent  of  the 
house  of  Czartoryski,  the  Jesuit  cherished  an  in- 
veterate prejudice;  and  it  was  one  among  his 
many  plans  to  procure  the  succession  of  Juliusz 
to  the  lands  of  Lublowicz ;  and,  by  his  union  with 
Michaelokski's  daughter  and  the  junction  of  the 
two  frrms,  lay  the  foundations  of  supremacy  for 
the  cadet  of  Felinski's  house.  Fully  aware  of 
the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  placing  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  his  party  a  young  patriot  of 
irreproacbaUe  conduct,  lofty  sentiments,  beautiful 
peraon,  and  ingratiating  demeanour,— Father  Joa- 
chim was  intent  upon  concealing  his  own  crooked 
policy  and  ignoble  views  under  the  radiant  mantle 
of  the  youthful  hero. 
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Had  the  fair  and  gentle  Mina  been  free  from 
the  influence  of  previous  attachment,  she  could 
scarcely  have  resisted  the  excess  of  conunen- 
dation  bestowed  by  her  spiritual  pastor  on  Fe- 
linski^s  younger  son,  whenever  the  course  of 
his  professional  avocations  brought  him  to  Wra- 
niczko.  With  her  father,  the  Jesuit  was  a  first 
favourite.  Affecting  to  regard  Michaelokski  as 
the  only  scholar  of  the  district  with  whom  he 
could  enjoy  occasional  relaxation  from  the  dry 
labours  of  his  calling  as  pedagogue  to  the  in- 
genuous youth  of  Lubloyst; — ^he  applauded  the 
Patavinity  of  the  graduate  of  Wilna,  only  that 
he  might  secretly  stimulate  the  contumacy  of  the 
graduate  of  Wilna's  daughter;  and  when  Mi- 
neczka  avowed  her  intention  of  taking  the  veil 
in  preference  to  becoming  the  bride  of  yoimg 
Pulafski,  and  the  Jesuit  su^ested  the  happier 
alternative  of  rewarding  with  her  hand  the  faith* 
iul  tenderness  of  Juliusz  Felinski,  nothing  but 
her  persuasion  of  Konstanty's  indifference  pre* 
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Tented  her  firom  ayowing  the  real  source  of  her 
oppositicMi  to  the  projeet. 

Such  was  the  critical  position  of  affidrs,  when 
the  catastrophe  of  the  forest,  hy  throwing  the  an* 
happy  Doroska  once  more  on  the  pi'otection  of 
her  betrayer,  opposed  an  obstacle  wholly  unlooked 
for  to  his  designs  on  Michaelokski's  daughter. 
Konstanty  was  fally  aware  of  the  irritability,  im- 
petaosity,  and  recklessness  of  the  spirit  with  which 
he  had  to  deal;  and  so  long  as  the  slightest 
chaiice  of  recovery  rjemained  for  the  beautiful 
Mazowskan  to  whom  he  had  acted  so  ungenerous 
a  party  he  had  not  courage  to  provoke  the  vio- 
lence which  rumours  of  his  devotion  to  Mineczka 
would  assuredly  call  forth.  Doroska,  although  en- 
dowed with  the  grace  and  spirit  of  a  fairy,  possessed 
in  no  small  degree  the  glaring  ferocity  of  her 
race.  An  angovemable  temper  that  could  not 
brook  the  restraints  of  her  subordinate  condition, 
had  been  the ,  means  of  throwing  her  into  the 
arms  of  Konstanty,  and  betraying  her  to  the  still 
deeper  degradation  of  her  subsequent  calling ;  and 
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knowing  her  ta  possess  the  malignancy,  as  well  as 
the  buoyant  agility,  of  a  spirit  of  the  air, — her 
fedthless  lover  trembled  when  he  thought  of  the 
enmity  and  vengeance,  which  Doska's  torj  might 
bring  down  on  his  own  and  Minectka's  destinies ! 

The  perplexities  of  his  ntuation  had  now 
reached  their  climax.  His  leave  of  absence  was 
on  the  eve  of  expiration ;  and  so  watchfully  were 
his  comings  and  goings  dogged  by  his  fiither, — 
(in  the  fear  of  his  encounter  with  the  W^Iane 
or  an  accidental  betrayal  of  the  Confederation 
in  which  the  safety  of  his  beloved  Julinsz  was  so 
deeply  involved,) — ^that  Konstanty  now  began  to 
fear  he  should  be  compelled  to  quit  Maiowsse 
without  compassing  a  second  visit  to  the  dwelling 
of  the  Zydowka,  or  redeeming  his  pledge  to  die 
lovely  heiress  of  Wraniczko. 

But  the  attention  of  old  Felinski  was  at 
length  diverted  from  his  proceedings  by  an  un- 
expected domestic  affliction.  Juliusz,  who  for  six 
months  past  had  been  wrought  to  a  state  of  the 
highest  mental  excitement  by  the  lessons  of  the 
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Jenut  and  the  creatieii  and  extenaon  of  the 
political  UnioDS  of  the  distiicty  had  experienced  so 
ladden  a  remilaion  of  feeling-  in  the  angoiBh 
of  his  last  interview  with  Mineezka,  and  the 
eompiilaorj  di«oIati<m  of  his  compact  with  the 
Confederation,  that  his  firail  constitution  at  length 
gave  way  before  the  moral  influence.  An  agnish 
fever  afforded  evidence  of  his  unacknowledged 
sufferings :  and  his  fether,  while  anxiously  watch- 
ing the  progress  of  the  malady  and  soothing  the 
despondency  of  the  invalid,  trusted  to  preserve 
the  secret  of  Doska's  return  to  the  Puszcza 
tnm  the  knowledge  of  his  libertine  son,  and 
the  secret  of  the  confederation  of  Lubionki 
Iran  that  of  the  Czartoryskian  partisan,  by 
issuing  strict  orders  to  the  Wojt,  that  the  young 
Captain  should  be  closely  followed  by  one  of  the 
servants  of  the  &rm  whenever  he  quitted  Lub- 
lowicz* 

It  was  not  till  the  evening  preceding  the  day 
appointed  for  his  departure  for  the  camp,  that 
Konstanty  was  enabled  to  baffle  the  vigilance  of 

k5 
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his  anxious  parent.  While  Felinaki  sat  by  the 
side  of  Juliusz,  not  Tenturing  to  more  lest  he 
should  disturb  the  first  slumber  that  for  many 
days  had  visited  the  burning  eye-balls  of  the  suf- 
ferer, the  selfish  brother  stole  away  to  the  Mias- 
teczo  :  and  having  put  up  his  horse  at  the  Kar> 
czma  of  Rozetzka's  father  crept  round  by  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town  to  the  Jewish  suburb,  and 
knocked  at  the  casement  of  the  Zyd. 

"  Depart,  whosoever  you  are !"  growled  the 
voice  of  the  Zydowka.  *^  The  good  man  my  hus> 
band  is  suffering  from  a  heavy  sickness,  and  must 
not  be  disturbed  after  nightfall." 

'*  It  is  I,  Salomea  !"  whispered  the  impatient 
Konstanty,  giving  a  preconcerted  signal.  **  Ad- 
mittance, in  the  name  of  the  Jama  !'* 

A  small  segment  of  the  door  was  instantly, 
but  cautiously,  drawn  back:  and  bowing  his 
lofty  head,  young  Felinski  entered, — leaving  the 
withered  crone  to  draw  bolt  and  bar  behind  him. 

**How  fieires  she?" — ^faltered  he  in  a  low  whis- 
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per  to  Saloinea»  pointiiig  to  the  door  of  the  inner 
loom. 

'*  Ezedlextt  well ;  —  beyond  all  doabt  or  dan- 
ger/*— ^replied  the  Jewess.  "  So  well,  that  the 
good  Szmuhl,  confiding  her  with  safficient  drugs 
and  directions  to  my  doctresship,  hath  taken 
his  joomey  to  the  Salitamia. — In  a  week*s  time 
the  damsel  may  rise  from  her  pillow ; — in  double 
that  space,  go  forth  in  safety  !" — 

"  And  whitherl*' — ^interrupted  Konstanfy  with 
a  gesture  of  impatience.  *'  Did  not  Szmuhl,  with 
his  usual  lying  smoothness  of  tongue,  engage  to 
tarry  till  Doska  was  strong  enough  to  accompany 
him  in  his  errand  to  Lithuania ; — ^promising,  for 
a  sufficient  recompense,  to  deposit  her  in  safety 
and  procure  her  decent  means  of  maintenance 
with  his  widowed  sister  at  Grodno  Y* — 

*^  That  scheme  did  1  force  him  to  abandon," 
said  the  old  woman,  in  a  positive  tone.  '^This 
girl  hath  an  interest  in  mine  eyes.  I  did  not 
dream  that  a  mother  s  heartpthrill  would  ever 
waken  anew  in  my  bosom,  as  it  hath  done  since 
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Doroska's  presence  here  seems  to  samnion  up  my 
Jagniusia  from  the  graye.  If,  when  she  rises 
from  her  bed  of  pain,  the  girl  so  wills  it  and 
consents  to  renounce  her  wandering  ways*  verily 
she  shall  abide  with  mc,  and  be  unto  me  as  a 
daughter!** — 

^'  That  may  not  be !"— exdauned  Konstanty . 
<^  By  especial  contract  with  Szmnhl,  he  en* 
gaged  to  conduct  the  girl  to  Lithuania.  To 
Lithuania  she  must  go ;  and  here/'  he  continued, 
taking  from  his  vest  a  purse  of  ducats,  (obtained 
from  his  father  on  pretext  of  an  engagement 
to  disburse  to  a  brother  officer) — ^^*here  is  my 
share  towards  the  discharge  of  the  ooyenant*" 

^'  Ay !" — cried  Salomea,  with  a  look  of  inefiaUe 
disdain,  **the  one  uniyersal  answer  of  Christiaii 
lips  to  the  appeal  of  a  child  of  Israel ! — ^  Take 
money  Jew ! — ^hold  thy  peace ;  do  my  bidding ! — 
What  boots  the  searing  of  thy  consdenoe,  the 
forfeiture  of  thy  soul  ? — ^Take  money,  Jew !— Stab, 
rob,  conspire,  seduce,  kidnap,  destroy ! — but  rebel 
not  against  the  Christian  fiend  that  bays  with 
gold  thy  administration  to  his  evil  passions  1' " 
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*'  Peace,  foel-moudied  woman !"— ^ed  Kon* 
stantjr,  tossing  the  purse  upon  the  table,  and  in 
Us  fiuy  fSn^tting  his  previous  precautions,  **  I 
am  about  to  quit  Lublowicz.  As  I  hare  ap* 
pointed,  so  let  it  be  done,  and  quickly ;  or  by  the 
mantle  of  St.  Sei^gius,  when  next  I  visit  Lub- 
loyst "" 

He  was  interrupted  by  a  piercing  shriek  from 
the  inner  chamber.  His  voice,  elevated  I7  the 
infleetkm  of  rage,  had  reached  the  ears  pf  the  suf- 
fierer.  **Konstanty! — ^Konstanly! — ^Konstanty!" — 
she  cried,  in  an  accent  whose  piteousness  served 
only  to  deepen  the  sneer  with  which  the  Zydowka 
stood  regarding  the  perplexed  Felinski. 

'*  Violence  may  re-open  the  wound,  and  pro- 
tract her  recovery !"  said  she. — **  For  thine  own 
sdfiah  sake,  speak  a  word  of  solace  to  the 
girl.'- 

**  No  good  can  come  of  sudi  an  interview,"  he 
replied.  **  Tell  her,  Salomea,  I  am  already  de- 
palrted."  And  he  was  indeed  about  to  make  for 
the  door  of  the  street -chamber, — when  three 
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heavy  knocks  on  the  door-frame  announced  some 
new  visitors. 

''Away ! — ^"cried  Salomea,  using  nearly  the  same 
adjurations  she  had  addressed  to  Konstanty. 
'^Szmuhl  the  Jew  is  sick  of  a  heavy  sickness,  and 
may  not  be  disturbed  at  this  hour  of  the  even- 


mg. 


"  Open  in  the  name  of  the  Grodski  of  Lub- 
loyst!"  cried  a  voice  only  too  well  recognized  by 
Salomea  as  that  of  the  predco  or  high  constable 
of  the  Ratusz. 

"Tysi^  Diablow! — ^the  fellow  must  not  find 
me  here ;"  cried  young  Felinski ; — and  following 
the  instigations  of  his  cowardly  pride,  he  hastily 
retreated  towards  the  inner  chamber,  locking  it  a2> 
he  closed  the  door;  indifferent  to  the  misfor- 
tune of  finding  himself  in  the  affectionate  Doro- 
ska's  presence,  by  comparison  with  that  of  being 
discoTcred  in  the  lair  of  Szmuhl  the  Usurer,  by  a 
district  officer  the  boon  companion  of  his  Fa- 
ther. 

''  My  Konstanty  !*'  faltered  the  faint  voice  of 
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DoBka^  as  the  BoUe  figure  of  the  ymuig  TTUan 
WM  displayed  bjr  the  flickering  light  of  the  iron 
night-lamp.  "  Is  it  then  indeed  ?— at  last,— yet 
ever  welcome  r 

<'  Hnsh !  Dosha,  hush !" —  he  murmured,  bend- 
ing over  her  pillow  and  imprinting  a  cold  kiss  on 
her  fevered  forehead.  '<  Strangers  listen'  in  the 
adjoining  chamber.  I  will  speak  with  thee  anon.'' 
And  seating  himself  on  the  cushion  where  Salomea 
had  been  kneeling  to  minister  to  the  patient,  he 
reclined  his  head  upon  her  pillow.  Encircling  it 
in  her  fiunt  arms  with  the  tenderness  bestowed 
by  a  mother  on  her  babe,  Dosha  mingled  silent 
tears  with  the  kisses  she  impressed  upon  the  rich 
raven  curls  of  her  lover, — ^nay,  even  upon  the 
very  hem  of  his  garment.  She  dared  not  in- 
vade the  brows  so  often  bent  upon  her  in  scorn, 
— so  often  in  hatred. —  It  was  enough  that  he 
was  iherCf — ^tbat  he  was  beside  her ;  that  it  was  his 
breath  which  rose  and  fell  under  her  hand ; — Kon- 
stanty,  the  beloved ;  the  betrayer, — ^the  forsaker, 
but  still  the  beloved ! — Her  anguish  was  over ! 
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She  felt  no  further  pain  from  her  wound,  no  fur- 
ther debility,  no  further  helplessness ; — ^her  heart 
beat  so  quick,  her  breath  came  so  gaspingly,  her 
tears  fell  so  &8t,  that  she  heard  not  aught  pas- 
sing in  the  outer  chamber. — Konstanty  was  in 
her  arms :  and  she  felt  capable  of  again  suffering 
for  him, — ^slaving  for  him, — ^fighting  for  him, — 
dying  for  him, — ^yea!  capable  and  willing  as  ever ! 
— Oh! — ^woman,  woman! — ^must  such,  from  age  to 
age,  be  the  folly  and  fortune  of  thy  destinies  ? — 


CHAPTER  XV. 


Oh !  aboiiJd  thy  crinci  nioceed— ihonld  Uwlew  power 
Gompatt  lluMe  aids  thy  gmdy  hopes  deronr. 
Not  thou,  nor  those  thy  fietioiis  srts  engage, 
Shall  reap  the  harvest  of  rebellioos  rage. 
Hie  swelltng  poison  of  the  aereral  seets 
Which,  waatbg  Tent,  the  nations'  health  Infecta, 
Shall  butt  its  bsg ;  and,  fighting  out  their  way. 
The  Tarioos  venoms  on  each  other  prey. 


Kohstaktt's  only  chance  of  distingiiiBhing  the 
BOimds  rapidly  nttered  in  the  street-chamber  was 
by  interposing  his  hand  over  the  lipd  of  the  sigh- 
ing, sobbing,  ejaculating  sufferer. 

**  I  tell  thee  thoa  must  with  me  to  the  Ratusz/' 
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were  the  first  words  of  the  Predco  that  met  his 
ear. 

**  I  will  not  quit  my  homestead  at  this  un- 
seemly hour!" — was  Salomea's  reply.  "What! 
shall  a  decent  matron,  Zydowka  or  Nazarene,  be 
dragged  from  her  rest,  her  orisons,  her  household 
duties,  to  tramp  the  streets  of  the  miasteczko  here 
within  three  hours  of  the  dead  of  night?  The 
cover-fire  bell  is  about  to  ring.  Is  that  a  time  for 
your  tribunals  to  be  hammering  out  their  oppres- 
sions and  iniquities  V — 

Without  vouchsafing  a  reply  the  Predco  struck 
a  smart  blow  with  his  staff  against  the  shutters 
of  the  stall;  and,  in  a  moment,  three  stout  hay- 
ducks  entered  the  street  chamber  and  stood  await- 
ing his  commands. 

"  Carry  that  woman  with  you  to  the  Ratusz," 
said  the  Predco.  "  If  she  resist,  or  utter  foul 
words  by  the  way,  smite  her  on  the  mouth  with 
the  flat  of  the  sabre,  and  teach  her  submission  to 
the  institutions  of  the  Republic." 

While  he  terminated  this  pithy  harangue  with 
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8  careless  pinch  of  snuff,  Salomea  wrung  her 
hands  in  impotent  rt^.  **  Of  what  crime  am 
I  aocased?" — cried  she.  **  Whose  ox  have  I  taken, 
— or  whose  ass  have  I  taken,' — or  whom  have  I 
despofledr— 

But  before  she  could  conclude  her  oration, 
her  arms  were  closely  pinioned,  and  she  found 
herself  lifted  firom  the  floor. 

"  Soul  of  Solomon !"  she  ejaculated,  with 
piteous  cries  that  drew  forth  the  inquisitive  heads 
of  many  a  neighbour  from  many  an  adjoining 
lattice.  ^*  Must  the  property  of  the  good  Szmuhl, 
who  payeth  scot  and  lot,  poll-tax  and  fine  of 
township  here  in  Lubloyst,  be  abandoned  to  the 
hands  of  the  Philistines  ? — Pan  Predco  !  give  me 
but  leave  to  secure  my  dwelling — to  bar  up  my 
premises — to 

"  Your  property  shall  be  cared  for!"  replied 
the  man  in  office,  extii^ishing  the  lamp  sus- 
pended to  the  smoky  wall  and  locking  the  house- 
door  after  Um.  '*  The  key  of  your  den  is  safe  in 
my  pocket,  till  your  return  from  the  Ratusz.** 
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"  Holy  heaven !— they  have  barred  the  door!** 
exclaimed  Konstanty,  as  the  silenoe  of  the  outer 
room  convinced  him  that  the  haydncks  and  their 
prisoner  had  departed;  and  slowly  venturing  forth 
holding  the  iron  lamp  in  his  hand,  he  pro* 
ceeded  to  examine  the  empty  chamber.  No  hope 
of  escape !  Door  and  shutter^bar  were  alike  se- 
cured by  heavy  brazen  padlocks,  of  which  the 
key  was  in  the  possession  of  the  Predco. 

*'  And  here,  then,  am  I  caged  like  a  beast 
taken  in  the  toils !"  exclaimed  Felinski,  grinding 
his  teeth  with  rage,  but  having  repossessed  him- 
self of  the  purse  still  lying  on  the  table;  ''and 
here  to  remam,  till  it  pleases  the  worshipful 
janizaries  of  the  worshipful  Grodski  of  Lubloyst 
to  come  and  release  me  !'* 

**  Alas !  beloved— alas !  that  you  should  suffer 
such  humiliation  in  my  behalf!'*  fifidiered  Ignacy^s 
daughter,    "  But  for  thy  gentle  mercy  in  watch- 

ing  over  the  wretched  Dosha 

"  Tell  me,"  interrupted  Konstanty,  impatient 
of  her  tenderness,  «<  knowest  thou  of  means  of 
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egrcM  henoe,  at  even  of  a  place  of  ooneealmexit  ? 
Should  yonder  rufBans  return  and  seareh  the 
premiaet,  'twere  a  noUe  thing  to  boast  that  Fe- 
finski.  Captain  of  lus  Highneae  Prince  Ciartoryt- 
ki's  Uhlan  guards,  was  found  lurking  in  the  mud* 
hxAe  of  a  filthy  Israelite,  or  playing  the  nurse 
over  the  truckle  bed  of  a  Bohemian  rope-dan* 

cerr 

^  In  sooth — in  sooth,  it  were,"  fidtered  Doska, 

ins«irible  to  the  insults  laTished  upon  her  by 
Felinski.  "  Try,  dear  Konstanty— 4ry  to  lift  up 
the  tapestry  that  hangs  to  the  opposite  wall ;  nay, 
— the  panel  fiirthest  finom  the  window.  Methinks 
I  hsYe  seen  SalcMnea  deposit  unsightly  objeets  in 
tliat  recess* 

**  By  all  that*s  lucky,  here  is  standing  for  a 
man  of  twice  my  bulk,*'  replied  the  soldier,  ex- 
amining a  species  of  closet  in  the  thickness  of  the 
waU — ccmcealed  by  old  fiishioned  hangings  of 
Flemish  tapestry ;  when,  just  as  he  was  about  to 
let  &I1  the  thick  drapery,  a  startling  noise,  not 
from  without,  but  apparently  beneath  the  very 
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floor  of  the   apartment,   induced  him  to  enter 
the  niche. 

*^  Extinguish  the  light,  and  for  thy  life  con- 
ceal thyself,  Konstanty,**  fidtered  Doska ;  and  re- 
suming her  recumbent  position,  she  heard  a  bolt 
draii?n,  a  bar  &11,  and  a  door  turn  upon  its 
hinges,  as  if  within  the  precincts  of  the  cham- 
ber. With  suspended  breath  she  glanced  round 
the  walls ;  and  in  a  moment,  a  whimpering  Toice 
calling  upon  Szmuhl  and  Salomea,  burst  firom  be- 
hind the  tapestry  to  which  Konstanty  had  first 
mis-directed  his  attention. 

**  All  is  still!"  said  the  voice,  addressing  some 
person  also  concealed  behind  the  arras;  which 
being  now  slowly  raised,  two  dark  figures,  each 
bearing  a  small  lantern,  advanced  into  the  centre 
of  the  room. 

*'Tis  a  strange  and  most  suspicious  thing,** 
said  an  uncouth  voice,  which  Doska  instantly 
recognized  as  that  of  Nepomucen  Pulafiki. 
^'Behold!— the  Zyd  is  off  and  away;— the 
Zydowka  is  off  and  away; — ^the  hearth  u  cold 
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— ^the  li^t  extmgMJghfJ ; — nerer  beliere  me  but 
tliey  are.  Pot  jour  head,  good  &ther,  into  tbe 
wtreetrTOom;  aoSsmoU— DeSalomea-^io  nobody  !** 
''The  brneliin  are  bidden  forth  to  loaie  let- 
tiral,*'  re|ilied  fibber  Joachim,  laying  aside  tbe 
eaonant  in  which  his  head  was  muffled.  *'  No 
matter! — ^Wtth  ikem  my  errand  lies  not;  and  I 
biooght  thee  hither  to  their  presence,  Nepomn* 
cen,  only  that  they  mig^t  confirm  my  sayings  in 
your  ears,  should  you  be  inclined  to  doubt  or 
distrust  tbe  words  of  your  staunchest  and  steadied 
well-wisher." 

*'It  does  not  remember  me,  frther,  that 
I  ever  showed  misbelief  in  any  matter  it  has 
been  your  pleasure  to  expound,**  said  Nepomu* 
cen,  in  a  discontented  whine.  *'  But  this  night 
is,  by  rotation,  the  night  of  Assembly  in  the 
Poszcxa ;  and,  in  my  poor  judgment,  it  were  a 
fitter  thing  had  we  made  away  at  once  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  without  sauntering  hither 
fitmi  the  firiary  to  bandy  idle  discourse  with  a 
Jew  pedlar,  and  his  termagant  vponae" 
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**  The  good  Szmuhl  holds  mighty  trust  of  the 
Confederation/*  replied  Joachim,  sternly.  **  De- 
spise not  those, — Nepomacen,  whether  arrayed  in 
kentusz  or  gaberdine, — who  do  the  errand  of  God 
in  the  cause  of  their  suffering  coontiy.  Bat 
no  matter!  They  are  away; — I  may  something 
lack  their  evidence,  yet  must  not  defer  my  ex- 
postuladon.** 

'*  I  pray  you,  our  good  friend  and  brother,'* 
cried  Nepomucen,  seating  himself  on  a  high  stool 
and  spinning  round  it  with  his  short  square  legs 
dangling  on  either  side,  like  the  toy-manikins  of 
Holland ;  ^*  I  pray  you,  let  it  be  brief  and  clear. 
For  it  is  whispered  that  father  Dionysius  of 
Orodno  hath  arrived  at  Lubionki  to  hold  forth 
at  this  Highfs  assembly :  and  1  would  willingly 
haye  my  ears  fresh,  and  my  mind  disentangled, 
to  profit  by  his  arguments." 

**  Few  words  may  suffice!"  replied  the  Jesuit, 
resting  against  the  wall,  s  that  the  light  of 
the  lantern  irradiated   only  the  upper  portioa 
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of  his  fiice.     '*  I  have  a  prayer  to  make  thee, 
Pulafeki,   on    the    part  of  the  young  girl    of 


'*  My  dainty  lady-wife  T— exclaimed  the  loat, 
balancing  himself  on  his  stool  with  sedulous  dex- 
terity. ^*  Never  believe  me,  father,  but  the  good 
Hichaelokski  swears  that  if  within  a  month  and 
a  day  the  Panienka  ^ves  me  not  her  hand  here 
in  the  parish-minster  of  Lubloyst,  she  shall  trim 
her  in  the  flannel  gown  of  the  Carmelite  nuns, 
and  feed  on  mouldy  lentils  and  spring  water  for 
the  remnant  of  her  days." 

''Thou  hvest  the  maid,  NepomucenH 
«*  Do  I  not ! — ^We  were  bred  together,  (I  was 
about  to  say  bom  together,)  and  from  our  youth 
upward,  have  grown  together  as  neighbour  s  chil- 
dren. Never  believe  me  if  I  look  not  on  the  lady 
Mineczka  as  on  the  light  of  my  own  eyesT 

**  And  yet  speakest  exultingly  of  that  which, 
once  ordained,  is  as  a  moral  death  to  her  young 
existence? — ^The  service  of  the   altar,   Pulafski, 
whether  for  nun  or  friar,  is  a  holy  and  an  en- 
voi.. I.  o 
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nobling  thing,  and  when  undertaken  in  the  fer* 
vour  and  joy  of  a  perfect  faith,  may  be  accounted 
a  foretaste  of  heayen.  But  for  those  thrust  into 
a  cloister  as  into  a  prison — or  for  such  as  seek 
it,  as  the  hirelings  do,  in  dread  of  lacking  a 
meal  of  meat, — ^'tis  as  the  very  mockery  of  Ood  ! 
— Beware,  Nepomucen  Pulafski — beware  how  you 
minister  to  a  sin  of  such  enormity  !** 

*'  What  want  I  to  minister  in  any  such 
matter  T— cried  the  lubber,  with  some  d^ree  of 
})etulance.  "  I  want  only  to  have  her  to  wife, 
whom  her  father, — ^mine— the  whole  pro^dnce 
have  long  assigned  me." 

''  And  whom  her  young  affections  hare  in- 
extricably united  to  another!" 

"  With  pardon  to  your  reverence,'*  cried 
Nepomucen,  unwilling  to  bear  his  dictation  or 
place  Mineczka*s  secrets  at  the  mercy  of  a 
stransrer, — "  who  is  there  can  have  loved  her  so 
long  or  so  heartily  as  myself?" — 

"  Juliusz  Felinski  !'* — replied  the  priest,  in  a 
harsh,  authoritative  voice,  which  produced  a  cor- 


OF   LUBIOHKI.  291 

respondent  oalfa  between  the  denehed  teeth  of  the 
cmceakd  Konstuity.  **  Juliuflz, —  whose  lightest 
poise  beats  with  an  ardour  unknown  to  giddy 
pated  boys, — ^haunters  ot  saeynk  or  kareana." 

'*  Jolinss!— -my  mate  Jnliusz!— my  friend 
Joliofls!*' — exclaimed  Nepomncen,  dilating  his 
equilateral  eyes,  tiU  they  grew  hideous.  '*  By  my 
troth,  priest,  thoa  art  pacing  further  afield  than 
thou  mayest  find  space  to  amble  back  again. 
JuliuBz  Felinski,  loving  and  beloved  of  the  sweet 
Mma  of  Wraniczko!''— 

<*  Most  tenderly — most  truly!"  persisted  the 
Friar,  trusting  to  touch  the  generous  chord  he 
had  once  or  twice  found  vibrating  in  the  rude 
breast  of  the  dod.  **Yet  in  deference  to  thy 
claims,  thy  friend  nobly  forbears  to  press  his 
suit  and  pines  in  secret  even  unto  death ;  while 
Mineczka  accepts  the  veil,  rather  than  wed  witK 
thee  while  her  heart, — her  soul, —  her  mortal 
desires — her  eternal  hopes, — are  infatuated  to 
another.^ 

"  Heard  you  nought?'*— exclaimed  Nepomucen, 

o  2 
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dismounting  finom  his  stool  and  striding  round 
the  room  with  the  gesture  of  a  mousing  cat.  A 
second  ejaculation  from  the  tapestry  had  reached 
his  ear ! — and  as  he  approached  the  niche  in 
which  stood  the  young  soldier, — ^motionless,  lest 
the  clang  of  his  sabre  or  the  clink  of  his  accou- 
trements should  betray  him, — Dosha  caist  a  glance 
of  terror  towards  the  tapestry,  whence  on  the 
slightest  hazard  of  discovery,  the  rash  Konstanty 
would  probably  rush  forward,  and  perpetrate 
some  deed  of  violence  on  one  or  both  the  in- 
truders. 

^^Considering  the  meagre  commons  of  the 
thrifty  Salomea,"  said  Nepomucen,  bending  his 
ear  towards  the  wainscot,  '^methinks  the  rats 
keep  wondrous  riot  here  in  her  gamers.  Never 
believe  me  but  they  trot  like  a  troop  of  Kosoak 
horsemen! — ^And  yet  I  never  heard  of  vermin 
with  a  tooth  for  ducats  or  Kron-Thalers;  and 
to  my  thinking,  such  should  be  the  softest  meat 
hoarded  by  Szmuhl  the  usurer.  I  would  poor 
Traszlach  were  here : — ^he  would  find  sport  anon!'* 
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"  Tat,— boy !  leave  the  rats  to  their  repast ; 
and — if  dion  can*st  gire  thine  ears  and  mind  to 
the  weighty  business  of  life,  think  upon  my 
words.  I  have  promised  to  render  back  reply  to 
MIchaelokski's  daughter ;  who  throws  herseK 
upon  thy  mercy  with  a  fidth  and  trust  in  thy 
generosity,  such  as  the  maidoi  may  hare  better 
cause  than  I  to  cherish  in  thy  behalf." 

**  And  does  she  trust  me ; — ^and  has  she  truly 
and  soothly  confidence  in  the  love  I  bear  her?" 
— cried  the  oaf,  coming  dose  to  Father  Joachim, 
and  laying  his  clumsy  hand  on  the  folds  of  his 
habit.  *^  She  is  right !  —  Rather  than  Mineczka 
should  come  to  scathe  or  sorrow, — rather  than 
aught  evil  should  befel  Juliusz,  my  fiiend  and 
comrade,  —  never  believe  me  but  I  would  go 
forth  from  this  place, — go  forth  from  my  father's 
home, — ^from  Mazowsze,  nay, —  from  Poland, — 
take  refuge  in  the  Gory  Krapak,  and  become 
a  wanderer  and  an  outcast. — ^I  would;  so  help 
me  God  and  St.  Stanislas!' 

'*She   judged    thee    fairly!"    said  Joachim, 
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tapping  the  ahoulder  of  the  lubber,  who  was 

now  melting  into  tears,  and  sobbing  oonyulsive- 

ly.  "  But  all  this  were  mor^  than  enough.    Gk) 

not  forth  from  thy  father's  house, — go  not  firom 

Mazowsze, — go  not  from  Poland;  but  simply, 

and  stedfastly  call  upon  the  farmer   MichaSel- 

okski  to  release  thee  from  thy  word. — Tell  him 

thy  wishes  are  elsewhere; — that  the  contract 

must  be  dissolved : — and  thus  enable  the  happy 

and  gratefid  Minecika  to  wed  according  to  her 
innocent  liking." 

*'She  said  she  had  cofifidence  in  poor  Nepo* 

mucen's  love  and  getterosity !** — ^whined  the  nn* 

happy  youth.     "Say  no  more.   Father!  —  Mi- 

neczka's  will  shall  be  done  as  rigidly  as  'twere 

the  will  of  Heaven;  —  never  believe  me  but  it 

shall !" 

"And  speedily? — Her  father  grows  impa- 
tient." 

"  I  will  speak  with  him,  to-morrow," — ^replied 
Nepomucen  resolutely,  slapping  the  shoulder 
of  the  Jesuit.      "Yet  not  to-morrow; — ^for  to- 
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morrow  a  badger  shall  be  hunted  at  Oetro- 
nunptszchy  and  I  hare  engaged  to  back  Tnw- 
zlach  mj  dog  against  the  district,  for  a  doaiJe 
ducat;  and  for  Wednesday,  Father  Joachim, 
—  thou  knowest  'tb  market-day  here  at  the 
Rynek." 

'^And  for  what  merchandize  keepest  thou 
the  market?"  said  the  Priest,  impatieotly* 

^'Rozetzka,  Agatka,  Iglieska,  and  half  the 

damsels   of  the  miasteczko  an   aeeostomed   to 

look  to  my  courtesy  for  honey-cakes,  bapkas, 

and  sweet  Maznrek'' — 

*'Go  to!"  cried  Joachim,  weaij  of  his  folly* 

**Be  a  man,  Pulafiki: — or  daim  not  the  res- 
pect due  to  manhood.  If  thy  purpose  be  good 
as  thou  sayest,  ride  iir^er  to  Wraniezko,  and 
do  thine  errand  honestly  and  bniTely.  But 
time  passes.  Within  an  hour  the  Confederates 
assemble.  I  have  yet  to  learn  the  route  to 
the  new  clearing,  and  must  away  to  the  Put^ 


(( 


Who  can  guide  thee  better  than  I ! 
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Mepomucen.  **  I,  who  laboured,  heart  and  soul, 
right  arm  and  left,  in  the  work ! — Since  the 
bald-pated  eagle,  old  Felinski,  stooped  upon 
Xawerj*8  cabin,  'twas  no  longer  held  a  safe  place 
of  meeting  for  the  brethren,  nor  indeed  of  limit 
sufficient  for  their  increasing  multitudes.  There- 
upon, the  foresters  (some  forty  likely  and  labor- 
rious  fellows  of  mine  own  sti*ength  and  parts,) 
opened  a  space  in  the  very  heart  of  the  forest ; 
which,  for  the  summer  season,  may  suffice  our 
necessities.  But  'tis  no  easy  matter  to  reach 
it,  even  for  the  initiated; — ^never  believe  me,  if 
it  be." 

''  I  am  advised  and  instructed,"  said  Joa- 
chim, "to  pause  beside  a  crag  on  the  road  from 
Lubionki  to  Ostronimptszch,  known  by  the  name 
of  the  Pillar  of  Salt;  thence,  slanting  to  the 
westward,  to  count  one  hundred  and  three  trunks 
in  the  right  line  of  pine-trees." 

"  And  lo !  to  the  hundred  and  fourth  stem," 
continued  Nep,  "  a  cord  is  fastened,  by  following 
which  with  the  left  hand  as  far  so  it  reaches, 
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in  spite  of  thicket  or  dingle,  juniper  or  gorse, 
thou  wilt  attain  the  Puszcza-Hall,  as  I  have 
nominated  our  new  tribunal ;  never  believe  me 
but—*' 

''  And  the  pass-word  of  the  night  is V 

*'  Polska  i  Wolnosc ! — and  'tis  thoi^ht  there 
will  be  as  good  discourse  held  between  the  sod 
and  sky,  as  ever  my  lady  moon  simpered  over, 
from  the  nightwatches  of  the  Chaldeans  to  those 
of  the  Lubionkians/' 

'^  Away  then! — Szmuhl  and  Salomea  return 
not.  They  are  possibly  bound  to  the  meeting  ?  *' — 

'^Thou  hast  said  it! — And  hark!  the  cover- 
fire  chimes,"  cried  Nepomucen,  snatching  the 
lantern.  **  I  told  thee,  good  father,  we  should 
lose  time  here ; — away !" 

Already  Father  Joachim  had  lifted  the  arras 
and  was  about  to  enter  the  secret  passage,  when 
he  turned  towards  the  loitering,  poltering  Nepo- 
mucen. 

»<  Be  careful  to  draw  the  bolts  ere  you  fol- 
low me,"  said  he;  and  in  a  moment  his  step 

o5 
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was  heard  on  the  stair  winding  to  the  vaults 
beneath  the  apartment. 

But  Nepomncen  was  disappointed  in  his 
expectation  of  following.  As  he  peered  round 
the  apartment,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  cause  of  the  noises  which  had  so  much 
excited  his  curiosity^  resolving  that  Trazlach 
should  accompany  him  in  his  next  visit,  he  was 
suddenly  tripped  up  by  a  strong,  muscular,  and 
unseen  enemy, — seized  as  he  lay  sprawling  on 
the  floor, — and  flung,  without  compunction,  or 
warning,  but  with  stunning  violence,  into  the 
outer  chamber ;  the  door  of  which  was  instantly 
secured  within  by  the  strong  arm  of  Kon- 
stanty. 

''Lie  there,  swine,  and  grovel !** — ^muttered 
the  indignant  soldier,  dragging  a  heavy  chest 
against  the  threshold  in  furtherance  of  the  massive 
bolts.  ''  Doska !  I  have  no  moment  to  lose  ! — 
There  is  treason  toward,  —  there  is  mischief  in 
the    forest,  —  and  I  must  follow  yonder  fleece- 
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dadden  wolf  till  I  reach  the  quarry  on  which 
he  is  about  to  batten.  Fear  nothing,  Dodka !  — 
I  will  secure  the  outlets  of  this  accursed 
sewer  of  iniquity;  and,  till  Salomea's  return, 
thou  art  safe,  my  girl,  as  the  fledgeling  in  its 
nest  —  " 

*'  Over  which  a  hawk  is  hovering! — Reach 
me  a  cup  of  water,  Konstanty :  my  soul  is  faint 
within  me!** — ^faltered  the  unfortunate  damsel, 
overcome  by  the  excitement  she  had  recently 
ondergone.  '*  And  tarry  with  me,  dearest,  yet 
a  moment,  that  I  may  gain  strength  for  for-* 
ther  trials  ;  —  for  darkness,  —  solitude, —  aban- 
donment ! " 

*^  Impossible ! "  cried  Konstanty,  neglecting 
one  request  and  spuming  the  other.  *^  There 
hangs  a  mighty  destiny  on  the  hour  with  which 
I  may  not  trifle  !  —  Farewell,  sweet !  —  Thou 
shalt  hear  from  me  at  mom.  —  Farewell !  —  be 
of  good  cheer."  And  taking  the  lantern  in 
his  hands,    and   disregardful    alike  of  her  en- 
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treaties  and  the  roars  of  Nepomucen  who  was 
beginnmg  to  recover  the  effects  of  his  fiedl  and 
cry  lustily  for  help,  he  raised  the  hangings^ 
closed  the  secret  door,  and  descending  an  almost 
perpendicular  staircase,  found  himself  among 
square  chests  of  a  peculiar  form  in  a  vaulted 
passage;  the  masonry  and  mortar  of  which 
seemed  of  recent  completion,  and  through  which 
a  stream  of  night  air  rushed  as  through  a 
tunnel. 

After  one  or  two  angular  turnings,  the  en- 
creasing  freshness  of  the  atmosphere  warned 
him  that  he  was  approaching  the  extremity  of 
his  subterraneous  journey :  and  policy  suggested 
that  it  would  be  advisable  to  leave  the  lantern 
burning  in  the  vault,  rather  than  run  the  chance 
of  personal  discovery  should  he  be  rejoined  by 
the  Priest. — Dimly  lighted  by  its  distant  flame, 
he  at  length  attained  a  spot  where  new  obstacles 
marked  the  termination  of  the  passage ;  and  as- 
cended a  flight  of  steps  emerging  to  the  outer  air, 
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between  the  clustered  colamns  of  a  Bmall  Gothic 
cloister,  and  the  stone  fignre  of  some  Saint  or 
Martyr,  —  apparently  a  monumental  effigy.  —  A 
momentary  glance  assured  him  that  he  stood  in 
the  cemetery  of  the  Dominican  Friary  of  Lub- 
loyst,  occupied  by  the  Jesuit's  Collie ;  a  second, 
that  he  was  alone.  Father  Joachim  had  preceded 
him  with  so  much  celerity  as  to  have  disappeared 
altogether  from  the  scene  of  action ;  leaving  Ne- 
pomucen,  who  was  fally  acquainted  with  the 
means  of  ingress  and  egress  from  the  friary,  to 
follow  at  leisure. 

*'  These  walls  are  high  to  climb  ! "  ejaculated 
young  Felinski,  eyeing  the  lofty  roofing  of  the 
cloister.  *'  But  methinks  I  hare  mastered  ob- 
stacles as  great,  on  less  temptation.  Thanks  to 
these  pinnacles  and  grinning  waterspouts  (figur- 
ing, as  our  chaplain  of  Pulawy  avers,  the  con- 
torsions  of  the  damned)  I  may  gain  footing  to 
the  summit.  The  cloister,  if  I  remember  me, 
opens  towards  the  river  meadows  ! — Let  me  once 
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gain  the  open  fields,  and  then — ^away  for  the 
Puczcza  !  —  Lady  of  Czenstochowa !  be  my 
guide  I " 


CHAPTER  XVI. 


Oh!  thcMteus, 
If  they  were  trae  and  rightly  spent,  would  raise, 
A  flowry  spring  i'  th'  midst  o*  Jsnosrys 
Celestisl  ministen  with  crystal  cups 
Would  stoop  to  save  them  for  immortal  drink. 
But  from  this  pasnon— Why  all  this  ? 

Lowers  Cure. 


The  prospects  of  happiness  so  suddenly  vouch- 
safed to  the  gentle  Mineczka  had  been  more 
evanescent  than  is  the  wont .  of  even  those  me- 
teoric gleams,  the  hopes  and  dreams  of  love. 

"Thou  shalt  hear  from  me, — ^I  will  devise 
means  for  our  meeting,^'  had  been  the  farewell 
words  of  Konstanty.    Yet  she  had  not  heard  from 
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him,  had  not  seen  him,  since  the  eyentfiil  hour 
of  his  first  and  last  and  only  appeal  to  her  ten- 
derness.— A  few  days  still  divided  her  from  the 
fatal  sentence  which  was  to  deprive  her  for  ever 
of  the  free  breath  of  Heaven,-M)r  the  free  exer- 
cise of  her  faculties.  She  knew  that  her  father 
had  twice  taken  counsel  with  the  Reverend  Mo- 
ther of  the  Carmelite  convent; — ^but  the  results 
of  these  communications  did  not  transpire. 

Yet  although  the  dreaded  epoch  was  so  near 
at  hand,  Mineczka  was  no  longer  the  desponding 
girl  on  whom  Konstanty's  eyes  had  fallen  on 
visiting  Wraniczko.  She  was  still  pale, — still  at- 
tenuated,— still  devoted  to  her  sable  weeds.  But 
a  gleam  of  joy  shone  as  it  were  in  the  very  depths 
of  her  bright,  loving  eyes ;  the  reanimated  blood 
seemed  springing  anew  in  the  blue  veins    that 

tinged  her  transparent  complexion ;  her  two  long 
pendent  braids  of  hair  were  brilliant  and  glossy, 

as  if  reflecting  renewed  sunshine ; — and  a  smile 
hovered  on  her  delicate  lip,  as  though  expressive  of 
rapture, — ^past,  present,  or  to  come.   Love — Chappy 
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love, — ^had  fiEuined  her  with  his  wandering  wing ; 
and  dark  as  were  her  temporal  prospects,  the 
heavenly  gales  of  its  dispensation  would  not  pass 

9 

away.  Human  tenderness  is  rarely  measured  by 
the  merits  of  its  object;  nor  do  young  hearts, 
captivated  and  enthralled  by  external  fascinations, 
balance,  with  clear  and  unprejudiced  eyes,  the 
character  and  qualities  of  the  attractive  one.  A 
maiden,  emerging  as  it  were  from  childhood,  in- 
vests the  beii^  on  whom  she  lavishes  the  tender- 
ness of  her  imsuUied  heart  with  all  the  charms 
and  all  the  excellencies  pictured  by  her  imagina- 
tion; and  having  formed  a  noble  and  striking 
ideal  of  some  future  partner  to  whom  her  exist- 
ence will  be  dedicated,  the  individual,  to  whom 
caprice  or  accident  enchains  her  &ncy,  is  invo- 
luntarily elevated  by  her  glowing  tenderness  to 
the  standard  previously  established. — 

Such  was  the  passion  of  Michaelokski's  daugh- 
ter ! — She  loved  Konstanty  unreservedly  as  she  had 
loved  him  in  her^  childhood,  and  knew  no  cause 
to  withdraw  the  rich  gift  of  her  affections. — She 
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knew  him  not  as  a  seducer, — a  betrayer,  —  a 
dicer, — a  braggart, — a  heartless,  soulless  world- 
ling ;  he  was  still  the  idol  of  her  memory— of  her 
presentiments. 

That  evening,  that  precious  evening,  when  she 
had  heard  for  the  firat  time  the  avowal  of  his  pre- 
ference,— of  his  attachment, — ^what  new  life  had 
dawned  upon  her! — Every  object  around  assumed 
a  new  character ; — ^the  earth  seemed  more  buoy- 
ant under  her  tread,  the  air  fresher  on  her  brow, 
— ^the  flowers^  (the  happy  flowers  among  which 
she  was  standing  when  his  lips  had  fastened  on 
her  hand)  more  bright,  more  beautiful !  Having 
retired  to  her  chamber,  she  threw  herself  on  her 
knees — not  in  presumptuous  thanks  to  the  Al- 
mighty that  she  was  loved  with  an  earthly  love : 
but  in  a  dream  of  silent  and  devout  joy,^^f  gra- 
titude for  surpassing  happiness, — ^without  reference 
to  its  object  or  its  prospects.  But  unable  to  seclude 
herself  from  the  beauty  of  the  summer  sky,  Mi- 
neczka  soon  went  forth  again,  and  breathed  a  word. 
oC  kindness  to  the  boor-maidens  as  she  passed : 
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« 

she  wanted  every  one  to  be  as  happy  as  herself. 
Her  ahns  were  more  lavish  m  the  cottages  than 
diey  had  ever  been  before;  and  more  than  one 
Chlopka  of  Wranicxko  fiuided  there  were  tears 
in  the  eyes  of  the  gentle  Panienka,  as  she  im- 
printed a  kiss  that  evening  upon  the  foreheads  of 
their  yonng  children,  and  accorded  some  con* 
cession  or  preferment  to  the  mothers.  Even  her 
father,  displeased  and  perturbed  as  he  was» — 
was  insensibly  touched  by  the  tenderness  of 
her  voice,  and  the  humility  of  her  caresses 
when  they  met  at  supper.  To  all  his  reproofs 
she  replied  with  meekest  obedience;  to  all  his 
taunts,  with  softest  resignation.    The  beatitude  of 

her  inwitrd  heart  beamed  upon  her  face ;  and  she 
sat  by  his  side  as  an  ai^el  guest  at  the  house- 
hold board  of  the  Patriarch ! — 

That  night,  sleep  visited  not  those  beaming 
eyes,  nor  calmed  those  soft  emotions;  and  the* 
early  dawn  found  her  pacing  her  chamber,  re- 
peating in  broken  murmurs  to  herself  the  pro- 
testations and  promises  of  Konstanty.    She  was 
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"  to  hear  from  him!" — How  soon? — It  was  almost 
day!  He  would  shortly  despatch  some  trusty 
messenger  to  her  relief; — ^perhaps  return,  when 
her  father  was  likely  be  engaged  in  his  duties  of 
the  farm ; — ^nay,  perhaps  he  was  already  at  hand. 
She  looked  forth  from  her  lattice,  instigated  by  this 
wild  and  sudden  hope! — No!  he  was  notthei^e! 
nothing  was  stirring. — She  saw  only  the  same 
trees, — the  same  pastures, — ^the  same  distant  forest 
on  which  she  had  been  accustomed  to  gaze  from 
her  infieuicy ;  but  when  had  they  ever  seemed  so 
instinct  with  elements  of  beauty  and  happiness  I 

The  day  passed  slowly, —  but  not  painfully ;  - — 
for  throughout  that  first  day  there  was  hope  in 
every  moment.  Each  sound  that  greeted  her 
ear  appeared  precursive  of  his  coming;  and 
restless  as  she  was,  every  spot  she  quitted  seemed 
on  the  point  of  being  glorified  by  his  presence. 
She  wandered  into  the  corn-fields, — stood  on  the 
brow  of  the  hill.  No  one  approached; — ^neither 
Konstanty,  nor  Konstanty's  messenger  came  to 
relieve  her  anxieties.     But  had  he  not  bidden  her 
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be  of  good  cheer, — ^had  he  not  exhorted  her  to  cou- 
rage ? — She  would  he  brave, — ehe  would  be  cheer* 
fill; — and,  sad  as  it  was  to  find  the  shades  of  night 
gathering  round  without  having  again  beheld 
him, — ^he  who  was  now  solely  and  exclusively  her 
own, —  she  chided  back  the  starting  tears^  and 
again  smiled  upon  her  father. 

Alas !  even  the  next  morning, — the  next  noon, 
— the  next  night, — brought  no  Konstanty;  and 
now,  her  ovei^excited  feelings  began  to  smk,  and 
her  strength  to  fail.  She  had  not  slept — she  had 
ilot  eaten,  since  the  moment  of  her  paramount  joy ; 
and  was  unprepared  to  fall  at  once  from  that  glo- 
rious and  giddy  elevation  into  the  depths  of  de- 
spair ! — Had  he  deceived  her, — ^made  mockery  of 
her? — Might  he  not  be  an  instrument  in  the  hands 
of  her  father, — the  agent  of  old  Pulafski — the 
avenger  of  the  slighted  Juliusz?  Her  pride 
swelled  rebelliously  at  the  suggestion !  —  No ! — It 
could  not  be! — ^Was  he  not  Konstanty — the  be- 
loved— ^the  all-excelling ! — 

Another  day  ! — and  still  no  tidings.   And  now. 
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terror  was  added  to  her  affliction.  Some  evil  muBt 
have  befallen  him ;  he  had  perhaps  encomitered 
the  brawlers  of  Ostronimptszch  on  his  return  from 
Wraniczko ;  and  in  attempting  to  admininister  the 
chastisement  announced  in  conversation  with  her 
father,  fallen  a  victim  to  the  brutal  rage  of  one  of 
Count  Czelenszki's  haydumacka. 

What  would  become  of  her? —  No  hope  of  ac- 
cidental communication  with  Lublowicz.  Juliusz 
had  been  forbidden  the  house,  and  Felinski  was  a 
rare  stranger  from  home.  What  would  she  have 
given  for  speech  even  of  the  despised  Nepomucen, 
to  interrogate  him  touching  the  well-being  of  the 
truant!  —  Heart-sick  and  weary,  she  no  longer 
stirred  from  her  chamber  during  her  fiither's  ab- 
sence ;  and  it  was  there  that  Szatzka,  her  young 
handmaiden,  sought  her  for  counsel  and  consola- 
iton. 

**  Tis  strange, — ^passing  strange, — passing  fear- 
ful, that  he  comes  not  !**  whispered  the  Chlopka, 
approaching  the  table  where  Michaelokski's  daugh- 
ter affected  to  busy  herself  in  preparing  the  deli- 
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cate  paper  flowen  applied  by  the  nuns  of  Poland 

to  the  deeoration  of  their  miflsak. 

*'  Of  whom  speakest  thoa,  Szatska  T* 

**  Of  whom  hat  the  Panicz? — Said  he  not,  at 

parting" 

"  How  knowest  them  what  Felinaki  said  at 

parting?''  exclaimed  Mineczka,  letting  fiill   the 

garland  she  was  fia«hioning. 

**  What  were  the  use  of  maiden  ears/'  said 
Szatzka,  smiling  archly,  **  if  they  reached  not  erery 
sigh  and  word  of  troth-plight  breathed  in  the 
country  nrand? — Sweet  lady,  gentle  lady; — ^there 
beat  not  a  woman's  heart  at  Wraniczko  on  Tues- 
day at  ere,  but  rejoiced  in  the  joy  of  our  Panienka! 
— ^We  looked  for  him  on  the  morrow, — we  have 
looked  for  him  on  each  succeeding  morrow; — ^but 
he  comes  not ! — Sweet  lady,  gentle  lady, — sad  are 
we,  even  for  thy  sorrowfiihiess !"  continued  Szat- 
zka,  creeping  round  by  degrees  tiU  she  knelt  on 
the  floor  at  the  very  knees  of  the  now  weeping 
Mineczka;  **and  if  so  thou  wiliest,  I  will  go 
^o  forth  to  seek  tidings  of  the  absent  one." 
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**  Alas !  good  Szatzka  (for  what  avails  to  deny 
all  that  thou  seemest  to  know  so  traly)  it  is  im- 
possible! My  father  commands  that  the  boor* 
maidens  quit  not  the  farm,  save  on  his  own 
errands.  And  even  couldst  thou  accomplish  ab- 
sence without  detection,  how  couldst  thou,  strong 
even  as  thou  art  and  kind  and  willing,  make 
way  to  and  fro  through  the  Puszcza  alone,  and  at 
such  heavy  distance  ?" 

*'  Nay,  Madam,"  said  Szatzka,  withdrawing 
the  eager  eyes  that  were  fixed  upon  her  lady's 
face,  and  impulsively  kissing  the  hem  of  the 
garment  on  which  they  fell. .  ^*  /  tpo  have  one 
who  bids  me  be  of  good  cheer,  for  that  with 
courage,  fortitude,  and  faith,  we  may  yet  win 
fortune ;  I  have  one  from  whom,  were  I  a  week 
parted,  I  too  should  rise  ere  the  sun  rises,  and 
wistfully  look  forth  on  the  morning  sky.  Pani- 
eneczska! — deign  to  make  him  thy  servant  also. 
Blazek  is  of  the  bondsmen  of  Wranicszko ; — ^he 
breaks  thy  father's  bread,  and  dwells  under  a 
sodded    roof   that    calls    Michaelokski    master. 
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Gmat  him  caij  lesfe  and  aanetioii,  tad  a  tmer 
or  better  messenger  nerer  yet  ran  <»  lady's 
errand.^ 

**Bliliek»  Hm  herdsman, — ^wkh  whom  I  hare 
aeea  tfaee.retmii  hand  in  hand  on  feast-days  fit>m 
early  mass?" 

Sxatzka  kissed  the  sleeve  id  her  lady  in  as- 
8ent« — 

**  And  how  draamest  thon  that  he  can  serve 
me?"  said  Minecska,  laying  her  hand  fondly  on 
the  linen  head-gear  of  the  young  Chlopka,  her 
and  devoted  follower. 
If  the  Panienjuk  so  wills  it, — to-night,  when 
the  Panszczyzna  bell"*  rings,  (for  'tb  the   day 
of  recreatioii,  and  the   boors   have  two  hours' 
day-'light  for  their  own  labour  or  sport,)  Blazek 
will^  away   to   LoUowicz;     and,  without  word 
breathed  of  his  errand,  (but  only  as  it  were'on 
visit  of  greeting  to  his  kinswoman,  Katarzynka, 
who  is  in  high  trust  in  Pan  Felinski*8  house- 
hold,) gain  tidings  of  the  Panicz, — and  why  he 

*  Labour  due  to  the  lord  of  the  loiL 
VOL.  I.  p 
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tarries  fh>m  Wraniczko, — or  wherefore  he  has 
quitted  Lubloyst.'* 

**Tfaat  might  be  done  and  said/'  replied 
Mineczka,  musingly.  ^*  But  can  I  trust  him» 
dear  Szatzka,  to  betray  no  word  of  me  or 
mine  ?  " — 

''  Trust  Blazek !  ''—exclaimed  little  Szatzka, 
proudly.    **  If  not, — who  shall  be  trusted  ?  " 

To-night,  saidst  thou?** 

To-night,  Madam!"  said  Szatzka,  rising 
fi*om  her  knees.  **  This  is  the  hour  for  Blazek 
to  drive  the  kine  from  the  forest.  Let  me  hasten 
to  apprize  him  of  his  luck  in  an  occasion  to  plea- 
sure the  Panienka.*' 

^^The  Panszczyzna-bell  rings  not  till  within 
an  hour  of  sun-down  "  faltered  Mineczka.  *^  Two 
hours  from  Wraniczko  to  Lublowids,  two  of 
return,  with  an  hour's  interval  of  rest!  —  the 
fiEurm-gates  will  be  closed  for  the  night  ere  his 
return.  Another  long,  dreary,  desolate,  night ! — 
another  r— 

Szatzka   shook   her    head;     and 
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notieed  t}iat  lier  cheeks  were  crimacHQied  as  she 
Mtered :  "  I  have  spoken,  ere  now,  with  Blazek, 
fipom  the  window  of  the  loft.  If  the  Panieneeska 
pomit  me^  I  will  learn  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or 
night  by  vgn  signal  or  single  word,  whether  the 
tidings  from  Lublowicz  be  good  or  bad  ?  " — 

**  Risk  not  my  fother's  displeasure  for  my 
sake,  good  girl,"  replied  Michaelokski's  daughter, 
appreciating  the  r^ard  of  her  handmaiden  too 
highly  to  insult  her  with  tenders  of  bribe  or 
recompense.  **  Yet  another  night  of  anguish 
spared  me  were  indeed  a  blessing**' 

But  Szatzka  was  already  out  of  the  chamber ; 
and  in  another  minute,  Mineczka  saw  her  crossing 
from  the  offices  to  the  farm-yard,  with  a  smile  of 
8eIfKX>ntentment  and  an  elasticity  of  step,  suffi- 
ciendy  indicating  that  she  was  ministering  to  het 
own  and  her  mistress's  interests  in  an  affair  of  the 
heart  ;--a  spedes  of  activity,  of  all  others,  claim- 
ing die  most  cheerful  industry  on  the  part  of  a 
pretty  serving  maiden  in  her  teens, — loving  her 
lady  much,  and  her  lover  more. 

p  2 
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Yet  had  the  bright-eyed  and  bright-heftrted 
Szatzka  been  aware  of  the  imgraeioafl  reception 
poor  Blazek  was  to  experience  from  his  kins- 
woman,  (albeit  at  Mineczka's  soggestion  the  bearer 
of  a  basket  of  white  Silesian  raspberries,  the 
finest  ever  grown  in  the  district,  as  a  token  of 
kinsmanly  regard  to  the  worthy  Katarzynka)  she 
would  have  been  perhaps  less  officious  in  the 
instigation  of  the  journey.  All,  in  finct,  was 
confusion  on  his  arrival.  Juliusz  was  now  so 
grievously  indisposed  that  Felinski's  uneasiness 
had  taken  a  new  direction ;  yet  in  spite  of  ibm 
distress  thus  occasioned  in  the  household,  his 
brother  had  chosen  the  moment  of  dismay  to 
absent  himself  firom  home. 

*^And  the  good  master  is  ignorant 
Captain  ELondtanty  hath  betaken  himself?'* — ^in- 
quired Blazek  of  little  Piotr^  finding  it  hnpossible 
to  extract  a  syllable  from  Katarzynka,  who  was 
busily  employed  in  preparing  simples  under  the 
doctor's  direeti<His.    "  Lefl  he  no  ward  of  die 
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hoar  of  hit    retorn,  or  place   of  bis  destmfr- 
tionf'— 

*' With  whom  sfaoold  he  leave  it? — The  mas- 
ter is  as  a  man  demented; — ^the  Panenko  Jn- 
linsko  as  a  man  death-stricken  (or  Doctor-stricken, 
which-ever  be  the  fouler  pestilence);  and  for 
Mother  Katarzynka,  (if  indeed  the  young  Captain 
would  deign  to  exchange  courtesy  with  a  Wran- 
iczkian)— she  hath  been  too  busy  since  noon  with 
ladle  and  stone  jar,  to  listen  to  aught  but  her  own 
grumbling  or  the  simmering  of  her  decoctions." 

**  And  on  the  coming  of  twilight,  the  Captain 
bad  thee  saddle  him" — 

"  Jezns-Marya !  J6zef  Swi^ty ! "  —  cried  the 
boy,  angry  at  being  so  pertinaciously  interrogated, 
"  what  is't  to  thee, — ^me,— or  any, — ^what  beast 
he  bestrode,  or  what  road  he  took, — or  whether 
his  errand  be  with  Rozetzka  the  pearl  of  the 
Jarmark, — or  Agatka  the  fair  swine-herdess  of 
Ostronimptszch? — He  is  off,-— doubtless,  on  some 
mad  prank ;  and  were'  thou  or  I  a  gay  Cap- 
tain of  Uhlans,  or  a  Dworzko,  like  himself, — 

p3 
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Dalfay  Pan  B6gl*  BIaiek»-^we  would  do  as 
mach  or  more!'* 

*^  He  18  at  WraniedL^  by  this  time! "  thoa^t 
the  fidthfttl  loyer  of  Soatska.  «<  And  I  might 
haFe  spared  myaelf  thia  bootien  tradge,  and-  no 
thanks  gained  on  any  side.  Twill  be  an  hoor 
or  two  past  midnight  ere  I  reach  home  again; — 
and  to-morrow,  I  may  poesibly  be  .reqoited  far 
my  oat-break  in  so  many  Batog  strokes.  Readi 
home,  said  1 1 — with  a  two  honrs'  march  of  the 
forest  before  me! — ^Tmly  I  could  wish  that  Szataka 
had  been  less  busy  in  tendering  my  services  for 
such  a  campaign,  lis  but  three  nnrnths  since, 
nay ! — ^'twas  but  in  the  third  Lent-week  as  I  have 
cause  to  remember  me, — that  Henryk,  the  Straz- 
nikf  encountered  the  Forest  Lady  one  fine  moon- 
light night,  as  he  lay  in  wait  for  the  bucks ; — and 
irom  that  day  to  this  night,  the  poor  fellow  has 
been  as  one  planet-struck.  Jezus  preserve  us ! — if 
there  be  a  thing  or  a  place  that  causes  my  blood 
to  run  the  wrong  way  in  my  veins,  'tis 

•  Plctic  the  Lont  f  Forester. 
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at  ttudnigkt  with  ef«rjr  tfang  evil  and  imdeftn 
aBtify  axid  every  thing  righteoos  and  of  good  repute 
as  &rt  as  the  chnrch-eteeple  of  Lubkyst !  '* — 

BlazeVs  apprdieiisioiis  were  soon  destiiied, 
however,  to  take  a  wholly  new  direction.  Al- 
thongh  a  stoat  fellow  of  his  inches  and  of  cre- 
ditable hardihood,  it  produced  an  emotion  a  litde 
stroller  than  sarprise,  to  perceive,  on  advancing 
towaids  Lulnonki,  that  in  spite  of  the  lateness 
of  the  hour,  the  road  at  all  other  times  so 
little  frequented  was  beset  at  intervals  by  d^ulk- 
ing  figores ;  some  solitary, — some  by  twos  or 
threes, — some  known  to  him — some  strangere, — 
some  studiously  concealing  their  &ces;  but  <«ie 
and  aU  wending  in  one  direction;-— one  and  all — 
silent  and  mystei*ious  in  their  movements. 

*'Matka  BozaP'  muttered  he.  — ''The  &ir 
of  Lubloyst  draws  not  more  company  along 
the  road.  The  forest  is  aKve;^ — travellers  are 
as  ploity  as  chaffinches  !-^yet  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  a  virake  or  merry-making  at  Ostro^ 
nimptsieh? — > There  wieis  talk  at  the  farm  of  a 
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badger-baiting  to  be  held  to-morrow;  bat  they 
will  scarcely  looee  thw  game  to-night  t — I  will 
step  oat  and  reach  the  village  before  them ;  that, 
whatever  be  the  sport  in  hand,  I  may  gain  the 
earliest  sight  of  it.  After  all, 'I  may  thank 
Szatzka  for  my  share  of  the  fan.  Bat  for  my 
fool's  errand  to  Lablowicz,  little  had  I  learned  of 
these  gambols  of  the  Puszcza !  ** 

On  arriving  at  the  village,  however,  no 
sjrmptoms  of  anusual  festivity  were  apparent.  All 
was  still;  every  cottage  closed  for  the  night; 
and  even  the  karczma  closely  shattered  up.  But 
as  he  made  his  way  along  the  street  of  the 
hamlet,  he  was  startled  by  the  rapid  approach 
of  a  horseman  from  the  Lubloyst  road,  who 
slackened  his  pace  on  perceiving  him. 

^*  The  young  captain  himself,  as  I  am  a  Chris- 
tian man !"  ejaculated  Blazek,  on  recognizing  the 
gallant  figure  of  Konstanty  Felinski.  **Save 
you,  noble  Panicz, — and  send  you  quickly  to 
WraniczkoT  cried  he,  forgetting  the  charges  of 
delicacy  and  discretion    he  had  received  from 
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Szatzka  on  .behalf  of  her  young  mistresfi.  *'  Had 
I  known  yon  were  junketing  at  Lubloyst,  I  might 
have  spared  myself  a  weary  walk  to  the  uplands 
of  L9blowicz^  without  so  much  as  a  measure  of 
vodka  to  moisten  my  labour." 

**  MHio,  or  what  art  thou,  chlopeczek  T  cried 
Konstanty,  '*  that  makest  me  thy  road-mate  with 
so  little  ceremony  T — 

"  Blazek,  the  herdsman  of  Wraniczko,  at 
your  worship's  good  pleasure;  who,  when  he 
bears  the  greeting  and  tidings  of  Panna  Mi- 
neczka,  holds  himself  mate  for  the  Waivode  of 
Mazowsze*** 

*'  Prate  not  now  of  ladies  or  Waivodes, 
good  fellow,"  cried  Konstanty,  leaping  from  his 
horse.  '*  I  charge  thee,  in  the  name  of  thy  mas* 
ter  and  thy  master's  daughter, — the  church  and 
the  state,  the  Diet  and  Dietines, — and,  above  all, 
in  virtue  of  the  ducat  with  which  I  will  reoom« 
pense  thee  on  due  execution  of  my  commands^ 
to  take  on  thyself  the  care  of  my  horse  for  an 
hour's  epace  or  «0|  and  to  lend  m^  thy  koescula 
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and  fotro.  If  before  three  of  the  clock  —  (the 
szynk  hath,  doubtless,  a  jangling  time-piece,)-^ 
I  return  not  to  this  spot,  —  ride  back  to  Lub- 
lowicz,  and  surrender  thy  diarge ; — ^but  between 
thb  and  then,  keep  still,  silent,  and  sober,  as 
the  minster-mice  of  Grodno." 

*'  Is  the  young  Szlachcic  mad  ?"  cried  Blazek, 
accepting  the  bridle  of  the  horse,  while  Kon- 
stanty  hastily  threw  off  his  uniform,  and  depo- 
sited his  showy  pelisse  on  the  saddle.  *^  On  what 
plea    am   I   to   absent   myself  from   the  fsLrm; 

and  what  to  do  here  in  the  dead  of  night — 
waiting  for  one  who  all  but  promises  he  will 
not  return? — And  above  all,  what  token  have 
I  to  the  gentleman,  his  father,  that  I  am  not 
making  a  jest  of  him  ?" 

Konstanty  replied  by  snatching  the  fiitro  from 
the  shoulders  of  Blazek,  and  flinging  a  handful  of 
groszchen  on  the  road ;  on  a  supposidon,  instantly 
accomplished,  that  the  sight  of  even  so  poor  an 
allotment  of  coin  of  the  Republic  would  soffice 
to  impede  the  progress  of  the  wretched  boor; 
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more  especially  as  a£Fording  earnest  of  farther 
gains.  **  Follow  at  tbj  peril/'  cried  he,  as  he 
perceiyed  Blazek  loosen  the  bridle  of  the  jaded 
horse,  and  stoop  to  possess  himself  of  the  paltry 
spoil.  *^  Sdr  but  a  step  after  me,  and  I  haye  a 
pistol  in  my  belt  can  teach  a  sharp  lesson  of  sub- 
ordination/' 

But  the  menace  was  saperfluous.  The  money 
already  in  his  hand  was  sufficient  to  unbar  the 
suable  -  door  of  the  szynk  ;    and  Blazek,  whose 

fondness  for  vodka  was  secondaiy  only  to  his 
fondness  for  little  Szatzka,  already  anticipated 
profitable  employment  for  the  three  hours  of 
suspense  before  him. 

Meanwhile,  Konstanty's  '  soul  was  burning 
with  the  eagerness  of  curiosity.  The  moon  was 
scarcely  risen  as  he  entered  the  confines  of  the 
Puflzcza ;  the  outskirts  of  which  were  fringed  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  mile  with  a  wild  glen  of 
thorns  and  maples.  The  former,  in  their  fullest 
burst  of  bloom,  now  scented  the  midnight  air; 
i^ofding  a  motive  for  the  luxuriant  and  rap- 
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turous  song  of  the  nightingales,  gushing  at  iDter* 
vals  from  their  firagrant  shade. 

*^Who  would  fancy,**  ^Mulated  young  Fe- 
linski,  as  he  bounds  along  the  road, — ^pausing 
only  to  pass  a  silken  kerchief  over.his  moistened 
brow,  —  ''who  would  imagine  that  at  such  an 
hour, — I,  Konstanty  Felinski,  (instead  of  heading 
a  serenade  under  the  windows  of  the  charming 
La  Beaumence,  or  wandering  with  the  princess 
of  my  thoughts  in  the  wood  of  Bielany,)  should 
be  arrayed  in  the  filthy  futro  of  a  boor,  and  hunt- 
ing a  synod  of  accursed  Mazurkan  rebels,  con- 
Tened  by  a  Jesuit  priest  and  a  Jew  pedlar ;  — 
whom,  if  I  manage  not  to  hang  higher  than  Ha- 
man  by  the  testimony  of  this  night's  discoveries, 
'twill  be  the  &ult  of  my  lord  the  President  and 
other  old  gentlewomen  of  the  Senate,  and  not  of 
my  zeal  and  activity.  —  'The  stone  called  the 
Pillar  of  Salt ! '  —  quoth  the  oaf  Nepomucen. 
The  spot  hath  been  made  ere  now  a  rendezvous 
for  old  Czelenszki's  battues ;  and  methinks  it  were 
recognizable    even    by   this   fitful   light. — So! — 
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well  (Mkled ! — One  hmdirf  sad  time  imks  m 
the  westwmid,  ere  I  grope  vj  mmj  id  &e  <L-at 
tbatl  flhall  guide  me  to  this  adder*  mem,  «f 
treason.  My  shins  are  like  to  he  the  first  ssf- 
ferers  in  the  chase;  and  tar  the  last, — Pasjez 
Pnlafeki !— vile  pretender  to  tlie  hand  of  kj 
loTing  and  gentle  Mina, — look  ta  tfarseif !— TTij 
riTal  already  toadies  the  track  of  thy  perdiDockr — 
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Note  (a) 

It  ifl  the  custoin  of  the  Poles  who  adhere  to  the 
natioiial  Odstume  (amyereal  till  ahont  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,)  to  sha^e  their  heads,  with  the  ezoeption 
of  a  circular  patch  or  lock  on  the  crown,  four  or  five 
inches  in  length.  This  singular  custom  dates  from  the 
reign  of  Casimir  I.,  who  having  been  removed  in  his 
chfldhood  from  Poland,  during  the  troubles  of  the  king- 
dom, was  conveyed  by  his  mother.  Queen  Richsa,  to 
P^s,  and  placed  in  the  celebrated  monastery  of  Clugny. 
After  the  young  prince  had  passed  his  noviciate,  am- 
bassadors were  dispatched  from  Poland  to  recal  him 
to  the  throne ;  when  the  Pope  consented  to  liberate  him 
from  his  ecclesiastical  engagements,  on  condition  that 
the  Republic  would  contribute  an  annual  tax,  for  the 
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re^uliliai  in  £yisionem  gentium  abeat.  Moaeos  et 
fiossi  tentabunt  magnom  ducatom  Litlnumue  avelkre 
ad  ip808  naqne  florios  Bug  et  Narew  dictOB  et  vix  non 
ad  Vktokun  flnyiom.  Elector  Brandenborgiciis  occa- 
pabit  animnm  Bumn  ciTca  majorem  Foloniam  alioaqiie 
sbi  proximoB  linutaneos  Pftlatinatnw,  certabitque  de 
podoritate  circa  atramquePniBsiain.  DomnsqiioqaeAiii- 
triaca  cogitationefl  soaa  circa  Cracoriam  8tbiq<iie  praz- 
ime  yicinos  Palatinatiia  intendet." 

Note  (c). 

Kennes  or  wild  cochineal,  collected  from  tbe  roots 
of  the  ilex  coccifera,  among  the  oak  woods  of  lithnania, 
fonned  a  considerable  branch  of  commerce  with  Venice 
and  Genoa,  previous  to  the  discovery  of  cochineal.  Hie 
Pdea  appear  to  have  profited  at  a  very  early  epoch  by 
this  natural  production ;  and  have  adopted  crimson  as 
ihe  national  colom*. 

The  word  Kermes,  (derived  by  Johnson  from  the 
ItaBan  cremosmo)  is  of  Sclavonic  origin;  and  from 
Kermea  covnea  tiie  Polish  (crimson)  Kermezyny  or  Xar- 


Note  (ef). 

Tbt  fortified  convent  of  Czenstochowa,  situated  on 
the  Jasno  Gora  in  the  waiwodat  of  KaHsch,  contains  a 
nuracnlona  image  of  the  Vir^,  annually  visited  by 
40,000  pilgrims;  and  often  termed  tiie  Falladinm  of 
Poland.— 

Note  (<?). 

Niemczyk,    literally  "little  German/'  is  an  imp 
or  devil,  which,  according  to  popular  si^perstition,  al- 
TOL.  I.  R 
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ways  appear  in  a  Gennan  costume.  Tlie  Polish  pea- 
nntry  apply  the  word  "Gennan"  indiscriminately  to  all 
foreigners*  with  the  exception  of  the  Russians; — ^be» 
lieving  that  Germany  extends  from  Poland  westward 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  The  name  of  "Niemech/' 
or  German  is  changed  into  "  Miemech/'  to  designate  a 
stranger. — 

Note  ff). 

Tlie  tomb  of  Queen  Venda  exists  at  Mogila,  near 
Krakow.  Tliis  Royal  Amazon  having  reficised  the 
hand  and  defeated  the  armies  of  Ritiguer,  or  Rudiger 
a  Gennan  King,  and  several  other  foreign  potentates, 
at  length  repented  her  obduracy,  and  ended  her  days  by 
throwing  herself  into  the  Vistula. — 
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chance^  nehich  invested  bim  after  a  fa^oa  so 
unsuitable  and  unsatisfactoiy. 

He  had  soon  occasion,  howerer,  to  congratu- 
late himself  on  the  foresight  occasioning  so 
angular  a  transition  in  his  toilet;  for  on  par- 
suing  his  route  through  the  entangled  thickets 
of  underwood  according  to  the  indications  of  the 
clue,  he  perceiyed  men  stationed  at  intervals  along 
the  track,  farmed  with  rifles  and  cutlasses,  (as 
if  for  the  purpose  of  instant  alarm,  and  nummary 
^iustice  on  intruders,)  to  whom  the  sight  of  his 
gay  uniform  glittering  in  the  moonlight,  must 
have  afforded  immediate  grounds  of  suspicion. 

**The  vermin,  —  the  caitiffs,  —  the  presump- 
tuous, and  mo0t  ill?conditi(med  dogs ! "  mattered 
IConstanty  as  he  picked  his  way  through  the 
brambles;  /^  to  think  that  Ihey  should  so  hr 
emulate  the  honoHrable  practices  of  war,  as  place 
videts  at  their  outposts ! — ^Behold  me  in  a  pret^ 
strait ; — about  to  be  hailed, — disoovered,-r-ead, 
without  arraignment  or  court  martial,  hung  ap 
among  the  acoiss  of  the  nearest  oak,  or  shot  lik^ 
a  plover  or  a  pee-wit  as  fair  forest  game.    Well ! 
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-^'tift^  to».liAe  to  tttcedt;  sad  to  a  liold  K^it  to 
makethebMififxt*" 

''Kto  idaer  ^ffHsied  the  iiMrest.  |Ma88nl 
in  a^tnoJermtod.  tone  e£  ymte^  as  soon,  as  ko  was 

•tait^,  wkJb'Mnmed  fiivmeis. 

*^Niedi  .bfdflB)  poAsmihmf  Jems  dhrfstos  !^ 

teplied 4i9  peannt :  *<  I^isoa r--* 

'*S«fe  ftr  dw  Mooe r  ejaculsled  the  young 
soldier.  "Oh,  Hep,  Nqpy^-thon  moot  Ismber* 
ing  and  degraded  <^  donees*!— that  I  ahonld  be 

oUiged  to  prompting  ofthine  forthe  means  of  say- 

« 

mg  my  neck  from  these  Philistines !  Yet,  on  my 
life  'tis  a  grieToas  £ict  to  reesgoiae  that,  mstead 
of  eadr  man  Jan  knowing  t'other  man  Jan  ibr 
his  Ixrother^rsbd^  th^  are  farced  by  numbers  to 
havs  reoonno  to  stratagems  of  war/' — 

By  seven  sentinels  was  young  Felinski  saoees- 
sivdy  challenged  ^  and  to  seven  sentinels  was  his 
pass^word  satisfiustory.  But  the  track  now  pre- 
sented an  almost  continaous  line  of  passengers 

•Vrhofgomlkntl  fAPolt!  aMendt  liberty! 
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the  gnidance  of  the  dae  saperfluoos ; 
and  in  the  two  individuals  immediately  follow- 
ing him^  (although  he  did  not  venture  to  turn 
and  confront  them  in  authentication  of  the  fiiet,) 
he  had  little  difficulty  in  recc^nizing  the  voices 
of  Erazm^  and  Henryk  the  Straznik,  with  whom 
his  boyhood  he  had  been  accustomed  to  hoU 
communication  in  the  way  of  his  calling. 

"  And  you  did  positively  and  of  a  truth,  beat 
the  ground  betwixt  the  Jama  and  the  Lubloyst 
road,  on  the  day  of  our  last  public  meeting  V* — 
inquired  the  young  W^larz. 

**  Every  bush,  every  briar,  every  tuft  of  knot 
grass!** — ^replied  the  forester.  ^*  I  can  swear  to  the 
fact; — for  I  was  accompanied  by  the  Panicsko 
Pttlafski  with  his  dog  Traszlach,  who  made  fight 
in  the  wood  with  my  Lithunian  lurcher  of  the 
Bial6wiezki  breed ;  and  i*  &ith  Traszlach  shewed 
rare  mettle  and  breeding  in  the  fray.  We  fancied 
indeed  that  yourself  or  Matiasz  had  been  before- 
hand with  us ; — for  at  a  spot  in  a  line  from  the 
Jama  we  came  upon  a  pool  of  blood,  as  though 
a  whole  herd  had  fallen  there  since  morning ! — 
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I'  Gaald  danghter  a  wild  boar  widi  len  effii- 
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'^  Ba  r  .cried  Earazm,  aaddenlj  dapping  his 
compaiuon  <m  the  shoolder.*-*^*  A  pool  of  blood  1 — 
Hemyk  mj  man,  a  word,  and  I  am  yoor  dog  for 
ererl — ^Whither  tended  the  track;  —  and  found 
joa  foot-prints  or  hoof-prints  round  the  spot?"' — 

^*  Hoof-  prints  of  an  asa  or  mule  beside  the 
qaany-lair ; — of  a  horse,  on  the  road  haid  by." — 

**  Tending  towards  Lnbloyst  or  Wodarod- 
ko?**— 

*^  These  solemn  questions  might  be  spoken  at 
the  Ratasz  by  the  Grodski,  in  open  tribunal," 
cried  Heniyk,  laughing.  *'  I  had  not  thou^t 
to  be  so  catechized.  But  in  honest  truth,  I 
looked  not  closely  on  the  matter ;  and  can  serve 
you  only  in  guiding  you  to*morrow  to  the  spot, 
where  your  own  eyes  may  be  your  best  instruc- 
tors.- 

^'  Nie,  nie  I — diowers  that  would  overflow  the 
lake  of  Lubionki,  haye  fiJlen  since ;  and  gore* 
trace  and  foot-prints  are  now  with  the  last  year's 
snow,"  cried  Erazm.   "  Nevertheless——*' 
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"  Hark !"  cried  Henryk,  "  We  are  late,  the 
hymi)  of  consecration  begins  :'*  —  and,  pealing 
solemnly  through  the  night  air,  the  following 
invocation  now  became  audible  to  the  advancing 
confederates. 

HYMN  OF  THE  BRETHREN  OF  THE  CROSS. 


Holy  of  Holies  ! — Sire, — Son, — H0I7  Ohott  !— 
Creator^*-SaTioiir,-^Saiictifier  diTine ! — 

Guard  roand  thy  serY&nts  with  thy  hearenly  hoit^ 
And  MTty— oh  1  Bare  ua  from  our  foes  and  thine ! 

Virgin! — ador'd  of  earth, — ^belor'd  of  Heaven!— > 
Sad  weeper  by  the  crow ! — ^Blest  mother  I— -lV>a 

Unto  whose  glorious  trarail-pangs  'twas  giren 
To  free  the  suiFering  nations, — ^hear  us  now ! 


Army  of  Martybs,— star-endrded] 
Immortal  phalanx  of  the  Eternal  throne  ;— 

By  the  M  tfconrge^— the  rack,«-the  didlng  flames,—- 
Aid, — aid,— our  souls  with  courage  like  your  own ! 

Elect  or  Goo ! — who,  amid  earth's  eclipse, 
Vouchsafing  light  unto  your  film-seal'd  eyes 

Smote  with  a  touch  of  fire  your  glowing  lips,— 
Hear, — F^lowship  op  Propubtb  !-*hear  our  cries  ! 

Hear  us,  Lord  God  or  SABOATN-^hear !  Hencdbrth 
Blend  our  Hosannahs  with  the  Seraph's  cry. 

While  through  the  Empyrean  rault  swells  forth 
Hie  diapason  of  Etenity  !<— 
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Before  die  eoncbsion  of  the  last  stania,  Kon- 
fltanty,  apprized  hj  the  encreasing  Tolmne  of 
sound  rf  his  Tieiiiity  to  the  aseembly,  approached 
the  last  barrier; — a  rude  log  Btretehed  across 
the  path — on  either  ride  of  which,  each  bearing  a 
drawn  sabre,  sfdod  two  elders  of  the  confederacy, 

who  extended  their  hands  in  a  species  of  masonic 
greeting*  At  the  moment  the  yomig  captain  ap- 
proached them,  the  press  of  the  crowd  behind 
suddenly  became  so  conriderable  that  there  was 
no  longer  time  for  the  obserration  of  this  cere- 
monial; and,  uttering  loudly  and  hurriedly  and 
for  the  twelfth  time,  the  words  "  Polska  i  Wol- 
Hosc,*'  he  rushed  onwards,  giving  way  to  the 
impetus  of  the  throng. 

Even  prepared  as  he  was  for  symptoms  of 
a  considerable  meeting  and  place  of  meeting, 
Konstanly  could  scarcely  repress  an  exclama- 
tion of  amazement  at  a  spectacle  that  greeted 
his  eyes  on  eme^ng  (rom  the  thicket  into  the 
arena.  A  space  of  about  four  hundred  square 
yards  was  cleared  in  a  tolerably  exact  parallelo- 
gram,— the  trunks  of  the  larger  forest  trees  being 
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laid  down  at  measured  intervals,  aa  seats  or 
benches  for  the  elders  of  the  Confederation.T-^In 
the  centre,  a  circle  of  blazing  brands,  conasting  of 
young  pine-trees  (the  resinous  sap  of  which  pro* 
duced  a  brilliant  flame,)  were  stuck  with  regu- 
larity into  the  earth ; — and  at  each  angle  of  the 
square,  was  grounded  a  stand  of  muskets,  which, 

« 

judging  by  the  nearest,  appeared  to  be  of  consider- 
able extent.  A  brawling  murmur  of  yoices  rose 
from  the  assembly  at  the  conclusion  of  the  hymn  ; 
and  if  fumes  of  Vodka,  garlic,  tobacco,  and  greasy 
rags,  might  be  regarded  as  indicatiye  of  the  na* 
ture  and  quality  of  its  heterogeneous  members, 
Erazm  and  the  W^larze  might  probably  rank 
among  the  noblest  Szlachta  of  the  Confederates 
of  Lubionki. 

But  although  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
dissipate,  even  by  Turkish  fumigation,  the  malaria 
hovering  over  the  infected  spot,  the  tumult  and 
vociferation  were  suspended,  as  by  a  magic  touch, 
at  the  sound  of  a  shrill  whistle  proceeding  from 
a  small  platform,  raised  in  front  of  the  blazing 
brands* — 
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•^Hmhtf-^peaoef  —  rileiioe!**  — cried  tho0e 
bBoamBaMj  aroand  Feliiuki*  **  Father  Diony-i 
aiaft  is  aiboot  to  tddress  the  assembly :  Father 
BioDyBios  is  ahcmt  to  take  up  hfs  parable: — 
Fatfaer  Dionysfais,  the  St.  John  of  the  Zakon 
Jeflait6w !  **-— In  an  instant  a  whisper  would  have 
been  aadible ! — Bnt  it  was  no  whisper, — it  was  a 
stenmgt  dear,  sonorous,  manly  voice,  that  now  rose 
upon  fliie  air;  and,  though  the  figures  of  two  or 
three  .interpoAng  members  of  the  Confederation 
prev«&ted  Konstanty  from  discerning  the  person 
of  the  speaker  mounted  on  the  platform,  he 
esttld  readily  detect  that  it  was  a  man  of  educa- 
tion as  well  as  intelligence, — a  person  belonging 
to  a  difierent  grade  from  that  of  the  miserable 
CShlopstwo  by  whom  he  stood  surrounded. 

^^  Mxic  AHD  BBOTHEBS,**  Said  he,  with  the  dis- 
tinctness of  enunciati(»i  indispensable  to  the  tech- 
nicalities of  oratory :  *'  Were  I  not  already 
assured  that  our  assembly  is' convened  at  this 
hour,  in  this  spot,  under  the  sanctification  of 
God  for  an  effectual  purpose  of  benefit  and 
amelioration   to    a    suffering   household  of  his 
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children, — methinks  the  solemn  excitement  of 
addreasing  so  vast  a  confraternity  of  mj  fdlow- 
creatures  and  fellow-countrymen, — would  have 
inspired  me  with  the  great  and  glorious  project 
of  their  release  from  the  bonda  of  the  oppressor. 
— ^That,  in  a  Christian  country,  all  men  bom 
to 'the  inheritance  of  light  and  breath  should  be 
bom  to  their  frte  exercise  and  enjoyment,  is  a 
thing  peremptorily  in  the  order  of  nature ;  and 
even  while  we  resent,  we  cannot  marvel  at  the 
imputations  cast  by  the  nations  of  Western  Eu- 
rope upon  the  Ancient  Equestrian  Republic  of 
Poland,  that,  being  free,  she  entertaineth  not 
free  followers  in  her  household  ; — but  degradeth 
herself  by  participation  in  the  Scjrthian  barbarism 
of  her  neighbours  of  the  Wolga; — rearing  one 
chosen  child  of  her  offspring  in  her  bosom,  and 
trampling  the  other  in  the  dust  under  her  feet. 
But  if  the  scorn  of  the  enlightened  be  justly  ex- 
cited, most  unjustly  doth  it  fall  as  regards  the 
origin  and  result  of  such  abuses.  England  and 
France,  my  brothers, — ^in  the  levity  of  their  pros- 
perity and  gratuitous  enjoyment  of  the  mighty 
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UeflBUQgs  of  fireedloin, — are  sud  to  larvish  their 
OODlnnpt  upon  thofle  who  brandidi  the  sooorge 
and  rivet,  the  ooHar  of  bondage,  rather  than  upon 
the  abJQct  fool  who  lends  his  body  to  the  lash. 
Yet  but  &r  the  servile  sdf- resignation  of  the 
ser&  of  Poland  their  independence  had  long  since 
been  achieved;  and  instead  of  the  gashes  inflicted 
upon  the  bosom  of  Sarmatia  by  the  marauding 
hordes  of  Muscovy,  each  one.  among  her  loving 
children  would  have  been  idready  engird^  with 
the  national  sabre,  to  brandish  in  her  defence, 
Ba  tibe  flaming  sword  of  the  cherubim  at  the 
Gates  of  Paradise !  —    - 

*^  But  the  day  of  deliverance  is  fully  come ! — Ye 
who,  in  filial  submission  to  the  example  of  your 
fathers,  have  borne  with  patience  the  yoke,  the 
scouige,  the  moral  annihilation,  the  physical  pri- 
vation, the  bitterness  of  bondage,  the  slavery  of 
thankless  labour; — ye,  who  have  patiently  resigned 
yourselves, — ^your  wives, — ^your  helpless  children, 
to  the  tyranny  of  the  oppressors; — ^ye  are  at  length 
roused  to  rebut  the  despotism  of  those  who  have 
lifted  an  unrighteous  hand  against  the  Ark  of  the 
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Covenant  1 — The  soul  <tf  the  people  is  astir.  Hb, 
who  sent  forth  a  mission  of  redemplion  to  moan- 
tain  and  plain, — centurion  and  soldier, — sovereign 
and  slave, — proclaims  a  second  advent— -«ven  the 
coming  of  Frbbdom  to  the  bondsmen  of  the  hu- 
man race. — ^And  lo  !  the  chains  of  feudalism  are 
loosed  !  —  Other  countries  have  already  thrown 
off  the  yoke ; — and  Poland  herself  at  length  rebels 
against  the  fetters  forged  by  her  domestic  despots 
— in  alliance  with  foreign  enemies  and  feithless 
to  the  cause  of  the  holy  Mother  Church, — miniona 
of  the  Tzarina,  and  upholders  of  heretics  and  Dia- 
sidents.'* 

"Jesuit!"  muttered  Konstanty,  between  his 
teeth. 

"I  call  upon  ye,  therefore, — ^Brethren  and 
fellow-countrymen!" — continued  the  orator,  "to 
unite  in  firmest  resolve  against  the  forgers  of  your 
chains. — Behold!  I  bring  ye  glad  tidings.  In 
Lithuania  the  Brethren  of  the  Holy  Cross  have 
already  mustered,  in  enregistered  confederation, 
to  the  amount  of  four  thousand  souls, — four  thou- 
sand able  men ;  in  whose  hands,  the  aid  of  friendly 
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snoeoun  from  Itely  and  Pranee  have  placed  arma 
for  the  deftnoe  of  Ae  gtti^eaaBe. — Willim  a  week 
from  this  aoflpidoos  night,  nmilar  aMistanoe  will 
be  granted  to  meh  among  ye  as  shaU  apply, 
smgly  and  with  diseretion,  to  die  Superior  of 
the  Zakon  at  Labloyst,  or  at  the  sabnrb  dwelling 
of  Scmnhl  the  Jew. — ^For,  behold,  the  day  of  strife 
is  at  hand.  The  anointed  king  labonreth  with 
a  sore  distemper ;  and  beforelthe  acclamations  of 
die  Yola  resound  in  honour  of  a  new  chief  of  the 
RepaUic, — the  people,  yea,  the  psopui  of  Po- 
land, shall  daim  theirshare  in  his  election. 

'*  Now,  even  now,  is  the  appointed  time ! — These 
wolves  of  Warsaw,  these  giants  who  grind  yonr 
bones  and  make  mockery  of  yonr  anguish,  are 
qoailing  beneath  the  frown  of  enCToies  greater  than 
themsdyes.  — The  8azon  Briihl  and  his  satellites 
tremble  under  the  SQom  of  Muscovy ;  and  Fritz  of 
Prussia,  and  Krim  Ghieray  have  abeady  crushed 
with  their  iron  gauntlet  the  &ir  possessions  of  the 
Magnats  of  the  frontiers.  Strike,  therefore,  while 
disquiet  is  upon  their  souls.  Raise  the  war  cry  in 
their  ears,  while  they  are  yet  listening  for  the 
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trampets  of  the  invaderB.  Make  your  grant  of 
liberty,  your  myefltitare  with  a  T<Moe  in  the  Diet, 
the  price  of  allegiance  to  their  banners; — and 
shotdd  they  stilt  refuse  ooncewon,  speedy  be  the 
struggle  and  mighty  the  yietorf ! — 

*^  Brethren  1  —  I  leave  ye  for  a  time.  The 
confederations  of  Volhynia  and  Podolia  claim 
my  care.  To  them  I  bear  glorious  intelligenee 
of  your  strength,  your  courage,  your  firmness, 
your  brotherly  regard.  And  for  you,  I  be- 
queath ye  to  the  guardianship  of  a  good  and 
watchfixl  shepherd;  to  whom  to  make  known 
your  grievances  or  prefer  your  claims,  is  to 
speak  them  in  the  ears  of  your  patron,  the  Cap- 
tain who  watoheth  over  the  good  cause.*' 

"  Mystic  and  mountebank  !" — muttered  Kon- 
stanty  to  himself.  "  In  the  good  shepherd  I  can 
readily  read  the  name  of  Joachim: — but  this 
patron  and  Captain  ? — why  speaks  not  the  villain 
plainly  ?" 

His  hopes  of  enlightenment  on  this  impor- 
ant  point  were  however  frustrated;  for  at  the 
dose  of  the   '^Vivats,*'    which   now    rent   the 
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ftir,  a&otker  Time  became  ndifale;  even  diet  of 
IgaMyy  depoted  by  Us  bretbren  of  Ibe  camkiar" 
atioii  to  reply  to  the  address  of  tbe  Jesuit  of 
Grodno* 

"  It  were  my  duty  to  express  tbe  Aanksof  tiie 
Bretbren  of  Lobionki  to  tbeir  great  dianqwia  and 
bis  delegate  tbe  good  Brotber  Dionysiiis,'*  said 
tbe  old  man  in  bis  rough  Toice  and  ■wrwilh 
idiom ;  '^  bat  tbe  diongbt  that  Ciod  who  is  aboi?e 
ns,  tbdr  master  and  oor  own,  batb  sowed  the 
good  seed  in  their  hearts,  teaches  me  to  tender 
Ae  words  of  our  gratitade  to  the  Omniscient 
alone.  Brotlier !  it  is  meet  that  we  prove  our* 
selves  worthy  of  the  trust  reposed  in  ns.  Be  it 
told,  therefore,  in  ensample  and  boast  to  our  oon* 
Ibderates  of  tbe  Soatb  and  onr  confjederates  of 
^be  North,  that  Imiid  the  firatermty  of  Lntnonki 
no  evil  word;  no  strife  of  envy  jealou^  or  mis- 
trost,  bath  yet  arisen. — ^Bebidd! — we  bacfe  one 
heart, — ^itssole  hape^  Freedom; — one  sonl, — ^its 
trust  —  tbe  Lord  our  God.  Oor  strength^  is 
girded  on : — speak  but  the  Hourra  of  onshiogbt, 
and  the  struggle  begins !  —  Ere  again  we  meet,  O 
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Brother!  a  .weapon. will  be  in  eveiy  haacid:  and 
thqu  shalt  know  the  word  one  is  wanting  to 
call  them  into  action.  Brothers  of  the  Holy 
CroBS  !-*-«hout  mightily  to  Heaven  for  Freedom 
andforPolakar— 

Although  a  weak  and  selfish  egotist,  Konstanty 
Felinski  was  by  no  means  destitute  of  animal 
courage ;  or  of  a  warmth  of  spirit  that  caused  the 
blood  to  boil  in  his  veins  while  listening  to  these 
vauntings  and  menaces,  without  the  power  of.  re- 
ply or  defiance.  It  was  dear  from  the  peal  of 
acclamations  which  rent  the  air  at  the  conclusion 
of  Ignacy's  harangue,  that  the  meeting  muft 
consist  of  two  thousand  persons  or  even  more ; 
and  while  marvelling  at  the  extent  of  influence 
which  could  unite  a  congregation  of  such  extent 
in  the  thinly  populated  district  of  Lubloyst,  he 
was  compelled  to  admit  the  urgency  of  forbear* 
ance  and  quiescence  on  his  own  part.  His  reso* 
lution  was  already  taken.  Without  the  delay  of 
a  day,  an  hour,-^without  waiting  for  i*est  or  re- 
freshment, an  interview  with  his  father  or  jbl  visit 
of  farewell  to  the  mansion  of  Salomea, — ^he  would 
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vimf  to  -Warsaw  fbr  an  instant  conference  with 
PriAcO  Gsartoryflki ;  ere  he  proceeded  to  lay  the 
imporftot  inteUigence  of  which  chance  had  ren- 
dered  him  master,  heibre  the  Rada  or  Permanent 
Council.  Not  a  minnte  was  to  be  lost :  he  would  ride 
express  to  the  camp :  and,  to  do  Konstanty  justice, 
all  idea  of  his  own  advantage  or  aggrandizement 
wa«  lost  in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  service  he  sup- 
posed himself  about  to  render  to  his  country. 

While  these  plans  were  rapidly  combining 
in  his  mind,  great  portion  of  the  speech  addressed 
by  Father  Joachim  to  the  assembly  was  lost  upon 
Fefinski.  He  heard  enough,  however,  to  convince 
him  that,  if  inferior,  in  authority  to  the  Delegate 
of  Ghnodno,'  the  Jesuit  of  Lubloyst  was  more  sub- 
tle in  his  arguments,  more  ingrati^tig  in  his  ad- 
dress, more  powerM  in  his  eloquence.  A  long 
residenoe  among  his  auditors  enabled  him  to  enter 
with  greater  precision  into  their  sentiments  and 
inclinationB ;  and  invested  the  confederation  of 
Lubionki  with  more  importance  in  his  eyes  than 
in  those  of  one  accustomed  to  address  the  more 
numerous  and  influential  congregations  of  Lithu- 
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ania.  Father  Joachim  contrived  moreover  to  mm- 
gle  in  his  discourse,  (in  the  way  of  Uudation  axid 
example,)  the  names  of  many  leading  members 
of  the  confederation:  a  circumstance  which  served 
the  purpose  of  revealing  to  the  amazed  Felin- 
ski,  that  the  majority  of  his  father's  boors  were 
enrolled  in  the  cause  ! 

The  concluding  branch  of  the  Jesuit's  discourse 
regarded  the  dissolution  and  dispersion  of  the 
assembly.  ^'The  moment  is  critical,"  said  he. 
*'  Be  therefore  more  than  your  usual  circumspec- 
spection  observed  in  returning  quietly,  singly,  and 
separately  to  your  homes.  Precipitate  not  your* 
selves  towards  the  path,  lest  by  widening  and 
trampling  the  track,  ye  draw  down  upon  oar 
^learage  the  notice  of  the  Hayducks  or  others, 
foes  to  the  confederation  of  Lubionki.  Let  him 
who  is  nearest  the  wicket  issue  first;  each  fol- 
lowing in  rotation  without  outcry  or  conten- 
tion." 

By  this  arrangement,  Konstanty  was  debarred 
of  all  possibility  of  outstripping  his  companions. 
To  approach  Ostronimptszch  in  search  of  Blasek, 


OP  lUBIOHU.  19 

in  comfmny  with  one  or  more  of  the  confisde- 
ntto,  was  to  betray  himeelf  at  once ;  and  even 
the  alternative  of  regaining  Lublowicz  on  foot, 
the'  drcmnstance  of  his  strange  disgoisal  oonld 
not  bnt  transpire;  and  by  causing  an  alarm  in 
the  country,  might  tend  to  instigate  precautionary 
measures  on  the  part  of  the  rebels. 

**'Tis  good,  they  say,  to  have  a  friend  at 
Court  f  mused  Konstanty,  as  he  followed  the 
train  marching  in  single  file  from  tiie  clear- 
ing to  the  Lubloyst  road.  **  But  I  have  a  friend 
elsewhere  who  shall  just  now  better  serve  my 
purpose.  Happy  for  me  that  the  sudden  arrest 
of  the  woman  Salomea  left  my  purse  of  ducats 
again  at  my  disposal; — and  if  with  that,  and  the 
interest  of  pretty  Rozetzka  to  boot,  I  persuade 
not  mine  host  of  the  Karczma  of  Lubloyst  to 
secresy,  the  loan  of  the  best  horse  in  his  stables, 
and  the  most  decent  pelisse  in  his  wardrobe, — 

gold  and  eloquence  must  be  of  little  accotmt  in 
Lubloyst,  considering  their  scarcity  in  the  king- 
dom in  general.  If  the  fellow  wax  not  morose  on 
being  haled  out  of  his  straw  in  the  dead  of  night. 
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I  may  reach  the  next  poet-station  by  daylight, 
and  the  camp  before  this  hour  to-morrow.  And 
then,  should  Master  Michaelokski  persist  in  giving 
his  daughter  to  an  enrolled  traitor  of  the  Lubion- 
kian  confederation  instead  of  bestowing  her  upon 
one  by  whose  zeal  Mazowsze» — the  kingdom  itself, 
— may  be  preserved  from  insurrection,  *ti8  plain 
that  there  is  no  longer  gratitude  in  man  or 
Mazur.*' 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


Were  she  the  abetract  of  her  sex  for  form. 
Were  there  no  rose,  do  IU7,  but  her  cheeks, 
No  music  bat  her  tongue,— yirtue  bat  hers — 
Shemnst  not  rest  here  2 — 
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The  day  succeeding  this  momentous  night  was 
one  of  unparallelled  interest  and  excitement  in  the 
district  of  Lubloyst. — The  perambulators  of  the 
Rynek  were  struck  still  by  a  redundance  of  foreign 
and  domestic  intelligence ;  —  strange  rumours 
were  afloat; — a  tribunal  was  sitting  with  closed 
doors  at  the  Ratusz  under  the  presidency  of  the 
Orodski ;  and  messengers  were  passing  between  the 
farms  of  LuUowicz  and  Wraniczko  as  though  one 
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or  both  habitations  were  in  a  etate  of  conflagration. 
It  was  known  that  the  Zydowki^  Salomea,  wife 
of  the  rich  Jew,  was  under  arrest ;  —  it  was  ru- 
moured that  Konstanty,  son  to  the  rich  ftamer 
Felinski,  had  disappeared  mysteriously  fix>m  the 
country  ;---and  although  testimimy  was  borne  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Jewish  suburb  that  strange 
noises  had  been  heard  throughout  the  night  in 
the  dwelling  of  Szmuhl,  yet  when  at  their  prompt- 
ing the  premises  were  Tisited  by  the  Haydudcs 
of  the  Grodski,  not  a  human  being  was  visible  I 
— Vainly,  did  the.  occupants  of  the  adjoining 
houses  protest  that  the  loud  outcries  of  a  man 
had  been  heard,  from  midnight  till  day-dawn; 
and  that  at  one  moment  the  shrieks  of  a  female 
were  also  audible. — ^When  at  length  two  of  their 
number  were  admitted  in  deputation  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Predco,  the  multitude  was 
compelled  to  admit  that  the  whole  affair  was 
the  effect  of  imagination  or  magic ;  —  for  lo ! — 
nothing,  was  found  in  the  house  indicatire  of 
recent  habitation,  but  a  lamp  that  must  have 
been  extii^ttished  at  an  early  hour  of  the  night ; 
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uid  a  disordered  bed^  *— probably  oeeupied  by 
Salomea  at  the  mcmeiit  of  her  arreBt.-— 

The  only  perscm  eapaUe  of  flolving  the  mys- 
tiery  was,  in  fact,  deeply  inteTested  i&  sereaung 
tiia  tnidi  ftom  detectioii*  Nepomueen  Pukfiki, 
TgfyiOf  startM  from  his  purpose  of  ba^r-baiting 
at  OBbronimptBch  by  the  events  of  the  n%bt^ 
mingled  aboat  noon  with  the  goaripe  of  the  Taig,- 
took  care  to  afiqnaint  himaelf  with  theTmnome  of 
the  crowd,  9ad\  assist  in  magiiilying  ihe  terroi'S 
ef  which  he  was  die  imsaspected  cause. 

Sarprised  by  his  non-«ppea]«nce  at  the  Pns^ 
etA  meeting,  and  recalling  anxiously  to  mind 
that  the  Inbber  had  never  followed  him  through 
the  secret  passage  firom  the  cellars  of  Szmuhl, 
Father  Joachim  no  sooner  arrived  at  the  Fri- 
ary than,  quitting  the  venerable  Dionynns  his 
guest,  he  proceeded  by  the  vaulted  corridor 
to  the  Jewish  habitation^  Day  was  already 
dawning  when  he  lifted  the  tapestry  of  the 
sleepily  chamber;  where  the  first  object  that 
met  his  eyes  was  the  figure  of  Dosha  (who,  hav- 
ing risen   from  her   couch,  was   attempting  to 
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array  herself  in  her  usual'  attire  that  she  might 
make  some  effort  in  parsuit  of  Konstanty,)  and 
the  first  sound  that  greeted  his  ears,  the  roaring 
of  NepomuGen.  With  some  difficulty/ the  Jeeuit 
succeeded  in  removing  the  chest  and  unbarring 
the  door  to  rdease  him  from  his  durance;  but 
to  obtain  a  rational  explanation  of  its  motiye 
and  origin,  was  a  still  more  difficult  task. — 

•*  Never  believe  me,  good  brother/*  cried  he* 
*^  but  a^  I  was  about  to  comply  with  your  in-* 
junction  last  night,  and  make  speed  to  bear  jnn 
company  through  the  ammunition-cellars  to  the 
forest,  a — monster, — a  fiend,-r-a  demon  with  the 
strength  of  fourteen  bisons  of  the  Bialowiezka 
Puszcza,  *  set  upon  me,  belaboured  me  with 
blows,  seiied  me  by  the  toplock  of  my  skuU, 
and  pitched  me  head-^oremost  yonder  into  the 
street-room,  to  howl  through  the^  night  like  some 
unclean  spirit  in  the  pangs  of  puigatorium. 
— Never  believe  me  but  it  did." — 

"  In   £uth,    thou  lookest  scared   enough  to 
have   been   somewhat  roughly  handled ! " 

*  K  forest  in  Litbua&U  where  the  BoDAifiu  is  still  found. 
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ihe  prieBt»  aeaiwly  aUe.  to  lepreBS  a  emtle  at 
th^  itDeoatli  coQBteniatiiaii  of  yoaag  Palaftki. — 

*<  Did  you  never  hear  it  whiipered  &tber," 
paid  Nepomneen  myaterioaslyy  *'that  Heathens, 
•Tatavs  and  other  dogs  of  nusbelieyers,  when 
^hey  waa^  a  .sore  guardian  for  hidden  trea- 
sure, spill  on  the  spot  the  blood  of  a  slave 
whereof  the  ghoet  may  haunt  and  guard  their 
pelf? — Never  believe  me  but  the  buffets  I  re- 
oeived  in  the  dark  were  given  by  the  spirit  of 
some  unlueky  christian,  fekmiously  slain  by  the 
Jew  Usurer  to  become  sentinel  over  his  ingots, 
and  the  arms  of  the  confederacy  deposited  in 
the  vaults  beneath  his  dwelling ." 

*^  And  this  damsel  ? "  inquired  Father  Jo- 
adttm,  leading  Nepomucen  by  the  sleeve  into 
the  inno*  chamber.  *^  What  hath  she  to  do 
with  watdung  over  the  gold  of  the  Israelite,  or 
the  cold  iron  of  the  Lubionkians?" 

"  Saints !— Merya !— Chrystus  !  "—cried  Pu- 
la&ki,  startled  by  the  wild  and  picturesque 
beauty  of  Doroska.  '^Tis  a  spirit  in  right 
earnest.'' 

VOL.  II.  c 


28  THE   C0KFBD£RAT£8 


cc 


The  right  of  a  strcmg  aim  over  a  weak 
one; — ^die  reverence  due  to  a  minister  of  the 
church  from  one  whom  we  have  seen  and  known 
as  the  wanton  companion  of  some  filthy  IsraeK 
itish  poltroon, — sach  as  he  who  last  night  prac- 
tised unlawfully  upon  the  person  of  this  young 
gentleman,  a  free  citizen  of  the  Republic." — 

'^  Tis  false!"  cried  Doska,  irritated  out  of  her 
self-control  by  a  taunt  on  the  honour  and  credit  of 
Konstanty.  **  He  whom  last  night  ye  chased  (ill 
omened  birds  that  ye  are !)  from  my  chamber,  was 
noble,  free,  valiant ; — a  sworn  foe  to  plotters  and 
nifHans,  whether  of  the  Szlachta  or  Duchonstwo 
of  Mazowsze." 

'*  Indeed?"  cried  Joadiim,  a  suspicion  of  the 
truth  darting  into  his  mind.  **  Yet  why  should  we 
doubt  his  distinction  whom  we  find  lurking  in  the 
homestead  of  Szmuhl  the  usurer, — in  the  arms 
of  a  Bohemian  juggler  or  charcoal -w^ich  of 
Lubionki? — " 

^'  Knavish  priest !"  cried  Doeka,  in  spite  of  her 
debility,  stamping  her  little  foot  impetuously  on 
the  floor, —  *^  thou  had'st  not  dared  insult  me  thus 
in  the  presence  of  Felinski !" 
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**  Gramercy  at  least  for  thy  candour ! ''  Baid  Joa- 
chim sneeringly.  **  This  confirmation  of  my  sus- 
picions affords  me  also  a  hope  that  I  may  find  in 
the  lady  Doska, —  the  tumbler  — Chimpanzee, — 
tree -climber, — wilkolak,* — a  valuable  hostage 
gainst  the  day  of  defeat.  Therefore,  good  Nepo- 
mucen,  since  thy  dread  of  apparitions  is  happily 
at  an  end,  prythee  lend  me  thy  aid  to  trans- 
plant this  contumacious  damsel  to  the  cells  of 
the  firiary." 

**  Ye  dare  not !"  cried  Doska,  snatching  a  sza- 
belka  from  her  belt,  and  putting  herself  into  an 
attitude  of  defence.  But  the  burly  Joachim,  pre- 
pared for  the  movement,  rushed  forwards  and 
disarmed  her  ere  she  gained  spiuse  or  power  to 
strike ;  and  seizing  her  in  his  arms,  and  bidding 
Nepomucen  look  to  the  door  ere  he  finally  de- 
serted the  scene  of  his  disastrous  imprisonment,  he 
made  swift  way  with  his  burthen  along  the  vault- 
ed passage,  suppressing  by  force  and  intimidation 
her  violent  outcries. 

(<  Truly  a  most  vociferous  phantom !"   cried 

*  Forest  Phantom. 
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Nep,  following  them  at  some  little  distance. 
'*  Never  believe  me  but  she  whines  like  an 
otter,  when  hard  pressed  upon  by  my  dog  Trasz- 
lach! — I  marvel  whether  the  boors  up  at  the 
farm  have  had  thought  or  diligence  to  give  the 
poor  hound  his  night-mess  during  my  absence? — 
Traszlach  must  have  missed  me  rarely." 

**  Lend  me  thy  sash,  Nepomucen  !"  said  Father 
Joachim,  as  he  emerged  from  the  entrance  of  the 
vault,  and  rejoined  his  ghostly  companion  in  the 
cloister ;  (the  priest  having  set  down  his  lovely 
burthen  in  a  niche  of  the  stone  wall,  where  she 
was  deprived  of  all  power  either  of  escape  or  re- 
sistance.) **  I  find  the  damsel  too  lithe  of  limb  and 
positive  of  will  to  leave  her  at  liberty,  even  in  the 
cell  to  which  for. the  present  I  am  fain  to  consign 
her."  And  taking  from  Pula&ki  the  Pas  or 
J3carf  he  untwisted  from  his  waist,  the  priest  pro- 
ceeded to  bind  it  over  the  crossed  arms  and  bosom 
of  Doska,  so  as  to  leave  her  no  further  liberty  of 

mischief  either  to  herself  or  others.  In  vain  she 
wept,  and  threatened; — ^in  vain  she  pleaded  sick- 
ness,— debility, — ^to  which  the  feebleness  and  at- 
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tenoation  of  her  person  bore  ample  teetunony. 
Deaf  to  her  utmost  eloquence.  Father  Joachhn,  lift- 
mg  her  gently  firom  the  niche,  bore  her  along  the 
corridor;  and,  pushing  open  with  his  foot  an  empty 
cell  belonging  to  one  of  the  absent  Brethren  of  the 
Order,  laid  her  almost  insensible  on  the  wooden 
pallet.  But  while  he  was  yet  occupied  in  moist- 
ening her  lips  with  a  cordial  hastily  fetched 
from  the  little  laboratory  of  the  brotherhood,  he 

was  summoned  to  the  grate  by  a  loud  demand  for 
admittance. 

**  Niech  b^zie  pochwalony  Jezus  Chiystus  V 
cried  Piotr,  the  herd  boy,  as  Joachim  (the  lay- 
porter  being  still  asleep  in  his  lodge,)  went  forward 
to  receire  his  humble  obeisance.  "  The  good 
master  of  Lublowicz  greets  your  excellent  reve- 
rence well;  beseeching  you  to  ride  towards  the 
farm  so  soon  as  your  duties  permit;  being  fiiin  to 
parley  with  your  wisdom  in  behalf  of  his  son" — 

'*The  young  Captain?** — ^hastily  enquired  the 
priest,  revertii^  to  the  adventure  of  the  preced- 
ing night. — 

**  The  young  scholar ! "  said  the  Chlop^l^o. 
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*'  Things  are  sorely  amiss  at  Lublowicz.  This 
night  have  we  watched  vainly  for  Captain  Kon- 
stanty,  and  grievingly  for  Juliusz.  The  one 
comes  not  home  from  his  lewd  carousings, — the 
other  goeth  hence  to  a  better  land." — 

"  Heavenly  mercy  !"  cried  the  Jesuit,  uncon- 
ciously  crossing  himself,  (for  the  craft  of  his  voca- 
tibn  aside,  he  dearly  loved  his  young  disciple.) 
"  This  then  was  the  cause  of  his  absence  from  our 
meeting,  while  I,  in  my  evil  interpretation,  accused 
him  of  abated  zeal !  Be  off,  lad ;  —  back  to  the 
farm ; — I  shall  not  loiter  in  my  errand." 

And  having  dismissed  the  boy,  he  returned 
to  the  Refectory,  where  Nepomucen,  with  much 
gesticulation,  exaggeration,  and  mystification, 
was  disturbing  the  morning  meal  of  Father 
Dionysius  with  a  romance  grounded  upon  the 
wonders  of  the  night. 

*'  Were  it  not  wise  that  thou  shotddst  hasten 
home,  young  Sir,  so  soon  as  thou  hast  taken  need- 
ful food  and  repose?"  said  the  Jesuit,  touching 
Pulafski  authoritatively  on  the  shoulder.  **  Thy 
protracted  absence  may  produce  surmises  and  in- 
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qnuied;  and  Konstanty  Felinski's  suspicions  are 
perhaps  already  excited." 

**  And  what  is  doing  or  to  be  done  ^th  the 
W^Iar^wench,  good  fiither  ?  It  were  an  ill  thing 
that  she  should  lie  yonder  in  a  Dominican  cell, 
starving  and  blaspheming  in  the  heart  of  a  Christ 
tian  community  T* — 

*'  ^e  will  be  cared  for !''  sud  Joachim,  in  no 
humour  to  submit  to  the  interrogations  of  the 
lubber.  **  And  for  thyself,  Nepmnuoen,  look  that 
no  word  transpire  of  the  transactions  of  the  past 
night.  Return  not  to  the  abode  of  Szumhl  with- 
out my  sanction ;  and  if  thou  must  needs  go  ruf- 
fling, dicing,  and  cock-fighting  among  the  ruffians 
of  Ostronimptszch,  do  it  with  the  knowledge  that 
youth  and  Tigour  may  not  long  secure  thee  from 
the  reckoning  of  thy  great  accompt. — ^Thy  friend 
Juliusz  Felinski  is  dying  at  Lublowicz  !'* — 

**  Juliusz? — Juliusz  T* —  cried  Nepomucen  — 
bis  uncouth  visage  paralyzed  with  consternation, 
"  my  friend  dj/ingi — Matko  Boza! — I  had  sooner 
lose  &ther  — mother  —  and  land : — ^never  beliera 
me.  Brother  Joachim,  but  I  would  give  up  all  fny 

c5 
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earthly  belongings  (Traszlach  and  all)  to  do 
service.    When  will  the  signs  wonders  and  mis- 
fortunes of  the  times  be  at  an  end  l"--^- 

**  When  the  vials  of  wrath  are  exhausted  !*' 
responded  solenmly  said  Father  Dionysius. — ^And 
anxious  in  the  mean  time  to  repair  the  exhaustion 
caused  by  his  oratorical  efforts  of  the  preceding 
nighty  he  filled  his  mouth  with  a  double  portion 
of  smoked  Finland  Pech-fieisch,  and  proceeded 
to  wash  down  the  dainty  morsel  with  a  flagon  of 
Bisamberger  wine;  while  Father  Joachim  hastily 
quitted  the  apartment  to  depart  on  his  mournful 

errand. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


How  would  she  open  her  detpairing  eyei. 
And  from  the  lenie  of  that  long  lingering  day 
Rnahing  apon  her,  almost  torn  away, — 
I<oathing  the  light,  and  groan  to  sleep  again : 
Then,  sighing  once  for  all  to  meet  the  pain. 
She  would  get  np  in  haste  and  try  to  pass 
The  time  in  patience,  wretched  as  it  was. 

Lmioh  Mvst. 


Is  it  to  be  attributed  to  tbe  fitful  freaks  of  destiny, 
that  so  many  an  inhabitant  of  **  life's  low  vale/' — 
so  many  a  person  apparently  bom  for  no  higher 
purpose  than  to  bear  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave 
the  chilling  burthen  of  mediocrity, — is  summoned 
to  the  execution  of  the  noblest  duties, — ^to  the 
ordeal  of  the  most  afflicting  trials, — ^to  the  proba- 
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tion  of  the  most  cruel  cnifferings, — ^to  the  perfee- 
tionment  of  the  most  ennoblmg  virtues? — 

The  young  girl  of  Wraniczkb, — bereft  in 
earliest  childhood  of  her  mother  and  finding  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  home  no  matron  of  her 
own  degree  to  assist,  by  precept  or  example,  in 
the  formation  of  her  character  or  acquirement  of 
the  duties  of  her  sex, — had  been  left  to  the  in- 
struction of  her  pedantic  father,  and  the  brotheriy 
love  of  Juliusz  Felinski  ;  who,  till  he  became 
a  scholar  of  the  Zakon  Jesult6w,  made  it  his 

delight  to  profit  by  the  limited  library  of  Wra- 
niczko  and  the  preception  of  its  master,  only  in 
the  view  of  inciting  by  his  industry  and  applica- 
tion, the  studious  disposition  of  Mineczka. 

But  if  books  of  written  knowledge  were  want- 
ing to  complete  the  education  thus  irregularly 
begun,  the  wisdom  that  is  firom  above  was  show- 
ered in  glorious  abundance  upon  the  ignorance  of 
Michaelokski's  daughter ! — Early  initiated  by  her 
father  into  the  mysteries  of  the  Christian  faith, 
her  interpretation  of  the  revealed  oracles  of 
God  was  enlightened  by  an  intense  and  never^ 
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Study  of  all  other  gifts  of  his  bestowing. 

Mineczka  was  a  wanderer  of  the  fields, — a  ran* 

ger  of  the  woods  and  yalleys, — a  studier  of  the 

stars, — a  contenqplator,  doating  as  the  wise  man 

of  Jndflea,  of  every  herb  and  every  flower  that 

UowB.      Her    &ther*s    house    was    prosperous. 

There  was  nothing  degrading  or  vilifying  in'her 

mode  of  housewifery;   and  between  the  happy 

oonsciousness  of  duties  diligently  performed,  and 

these  habits  of  sylvan  meditation,  the  tone  of  her 

mind,  and  even  manners,  assumed  a  pure  and 

graceful    simplicity — an  elegance — ^not    to   have 

been  exceeded  by  the  pomp-seeking  daughters  of 

the  highest  Magnat  of  the  land.     If  power  of 

mind  were  wanting, — she  was  young, — ^unread  ia 

the  iron  page  of  worldly  experience, — and,  above 

all,  she  was  trained  in  habits  of  strict  submission 

to  the  will  of  an  opinionated  and  narrow-minded 

parent. 

But  all  these  gleams  of  sunshine  had  sud- 
denly disappeared ! — The  golden  eggs  were  broken 
in  the  nest; — nay — she  was  even  about  to  be 
driven  forth  from  its  holy  shelter  to  a  desolate  and 
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barren  wilderness, — which  she  could  not  sanctify 
by  the  precious  name  of  home.  Her  father  and 
old  Pulafski, — ^between  whom  a  gradual  coldness 
had  been  springing  up,  —  were  unexpectedly 
moved,  by  the  Wodarodko  festival,  to  renew 
their  intimacy  and  devise  the  immediate  fulfil- 
ment of  their  engagements;  and  even  Juliusz 
himself, — ^the  trusted  brother  on  whose  r^ard 
she  had  so  long  leaned  for  support,  had  sud- 
denly become  as  a  broken  reed,  —  an  enemy, 
or  at  best  a  most  misjudging  friend. — ^Young,  in- 
experienced, without  example,  without  counsel, 
and  required  to  make  her  election  between  wed- 
lock with  one  she  detested,  or  perpetual  im- 
murement from  the  sweeter  charities  of  life, 
Mineczka,  in  the  holiness  of  her  solitude  and 
purity  of  her  soul,  decided  on  the  adoption  of 
the  Carmelite  habit.  But  she  understood  the 
extent  of  the  sacrifice,  and  was  fiilly  aware  of  the 
blessedness  of  the  heart -thrilling  domestic  joys 
she  was  resigning.  The  dreams  of  her  lebure, 
— the  wanderings  of  her  solitude,  —  the  hills, 
the  forest,  the  flowing  Vistula,  the  brook  witii  its 
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painted  weeds,  and,  above  all,  the  image  of  Koft- 
staatjy — were  io  become,  henoefbrwaid,  inleidictod 
idols.  An  iron  girdle  was  to  be  imposed  cm  the 
pulsations  of  her  warm  and  natnre-loTiBg  heart; 
nhp^  must  abandon  ri1|,  fiithrr  hiwnr  Iotct 
and  devoted  household, — for  mimotDnoas  Jbnns  of 
rigid  and  unmeaning  devotion;  —  ezaggeimted 
penance,  and  all  the  heartlf^^'^"*^'—  of  pious  eoc^ 
tism! — 

Such  was  the  stale  of  her  fiselings— a  barren 
waste,  dread  with  the  dullness  of  winter, — when 
Konstanty's  avowal  of  love  wrought  a  mtr^}»  ot 
spring-like  bloom  and  fragrance  finom  its  ntmost 
desolation*  Even  when  she  had  been  happest, 
his  tenderness  was  wanting  to  complete  the 
brightness  of  her  prosperity :  but  now, — now  that 
she  was  miserable,  the  day-spring  shone  upon  her 
i^Ar^TiflOft  ]SkB  the  gloiy  of  the  descending  angel 
in  the  apostle's  dungeon. — She  was  beloved;  and 
every  other  fear,  every  other  peng,  was  for- 
gotten!— 

Was  it  likely  that,  after  so  startling  a  tran- 
sition,   Konstanty*s  inexplicable   absence  should 
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be  borne  with  patience?—- Scarcely  had  she 
quaffed  the  cup  of  perfect  happiness,  when  the 
empty  vessel  was  snatched  from  her  hand. — 
Again  the  flowers  seemed  withering  around:  — 
again  the  verdure  of  the  fields  was  extended  as  a 
blank  before  her  eyes:  —  again  she  smote  her 
breast  and  felt  herself  fated  to  the  anguish  of 
unceasing  sorrow. 

*^That  the  storms  of  life  should  reach  me 
even  here !  '*  she  cried,  as  with  a  pallid  face  and 
fevered  lips,  she  stood  overlooking  the  fair  pastures 
ofWraniczko; — "here,  where  nothing  seems  to 
interpose  between  God  and  his  creatures; — ^where, 
to  cultivate,  enjoy,  and  be  grateful  for  the 
fruits  of  the  earth,  appears  the  sweet  duty  and 
easy  destiny  of  the  lord  of  the  soil  and  his  off- 
spring !  Yet  in  what  are  the  daughters  of  kings 
more  miserable,  more  distracted,  more  beset  with 
temptations  than  I, — a  poor  Mazurkan  maidoi? 
— God  counsel  me! — God  aid  me! — ^for,  of  a 
surety,  without  his  helping  hand,  my  soul  will 
perish !" — 

The  preceding  night  had  been  a  dreadful  one. 
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Soft,  suimner-like  and  £ur  with  moonlight  as  it 
was,  Michaekduki'g  daughter  aat  ooantiBg   its 
weary  nunotes  as  ib  the  fearfulness  of  a  wintry 
harrioaae.     Blazek  had  never  retnmed; — and 
Szatika  having  watched  in  rain,  had  ventured 
forth  at  day-dawn  to  his  cabin  among  the  sheep- 
folds,  and  brought  back  intelligence  of  hb  pro- 
longued  absence!    Nay,  ere  the  terror  of  this 
discovery  subsided,  the  messenger  dispatched  by 
Felinski   to    Wodarodko  to  require   an  imme- 
diate visit  from  Czelenszki's  physician,  paused  on 
his  road  to  enquire  whether  the  youi^'  captain 
had  made  his  appearance  at  Wraniczko,    and  to 
impart  tidings  of  his  brothei^s  grievous  indisposi- 
tion.     Michaelokski  was  abroad  in  the  fields; 
and  his  daughter  had  now  to  endure,  uncoun- 
selled  and  unconsoled,  the  apprehensions  aruung 
from  this  double    announcement*    She  doubted 
not  that  her  lover  had  met  with  some  fittal  mis* 
chance;   she  doubted  not  that  the  firiend  she  had 
so  long  and  fiedthfidly  treasured  was  lost  to  her 
for  ever ; — and,  having  wandered  forth  helpless, 
hopeless,  and  distracted,  as  we  have  described, 
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suddenly  discerned  the  welcome  figure  of  Blazek, 
ascending  towards  Wraniczko. 

*'  Speak !"  said  she.  **  Speak,  speak  !*"— as  the 
boor,  prostrating  himself  before  her,  tendered  his 
salutation.  "  Hast  seen  him? — ^hast  heard  tidings 
of  him  ? — and  wherefoi-e  retumedst  thou  not  last 
night  from  Lublowicz?" — 

"  With  the  gracious  mistress's  leave,  I  did," — 
replied  the  vassal,  touching  his  leg  in  lowly  salu- 
tation. 

"  Yet  gavest  no  tidings  of  thine  errand  V* — 

'^With  the  gracious  mistress's  leave,  I  came 
to  seek  tidings  here." — 

*^  Here  ?  — Did  not  Szatzka  require  of  thee 
to  visit  thy  kinswoman  Katarzynka,  that,  (God 
pardon  my  hypocrisy,)  thou  mightest  learn  of 
the  welfare  of  Felinski's  sons  ?" — 

*<With  the  gracious  mistress's  leave,  I  did  all 
these  things  and  more ;  and  it  was  the  task  and 
trouble  of  that  more  which  caused  me  to  absent 
myself  from  the  fold,  and  will  surely  bring  me 

into  sore  strait  and  disquiet  both  with  Wojt  and 
Ekonom." 
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**  I  will  excofie  thee,  good  Blazek,  to  my 
fiither." 

**Bat  will  the  gracioiis  nustreas  excuse  me 
to  the  Groddd  and  Predco  of  the  Ratiisz  of 
LuUoyst? — ^and  will  the  gracious  mistreae  take 
on  herself  the  blame  that  (Captain  Konstanty 
having  strangely  and  suddenly  disappeared,)  I, 
eren  I,  am  chargeable  with  having  last  seen  him, 
— last  spoken  with  him,  —  and  been  presently 
found  in  possession  of  his  horse  and  his  ac- 
coutrements ?  *' — 

"  Blazek  T— 

"That  the  holy  saints  had  but  been  mer- 
cifully pleased  to  put  courage  in  my  soul,  when  I 
encountered  him  on  the  plain  yonder  at  Ostro- 
nimptszch,  so  I  might  have  refused  to  obey  as 
his  serving  man  one  who  was  no  master  of  mine ! 
What  but  mischief  could  be  in  the  wind,  that 
a  gay  young  gentleman  should  be  dressing  him- 

« 

self  up  in  the  Futro  of  a  peasant — (my  best  Futro, 
sure  enough), — ^to  go  ranting  about  the  country  as 
they  do  in  tbe  Jarmark  of  Lubloyst,  at  fair  time 
orCamiyal  !** — 
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"Konstanty  Felinski  array  himself  in  gar- 
ment of  thine,  —  Konstanty? — Blazek! — some 
wicked  mystery  lurks  in  all  this  !'* 

*^  Soy  with  the  leave  of  the  gracious  mistress, 
have  I  said  to  myself  ever  since  I  parted  with 
my  Futro;  —  for  what  should  he  want  with 
ray  Futro,  unless  to  do  that  under  its  hidinp^ 
.which  would  have  been  unbecoming  to  a  habit 
of  his  own  ?" — 

'^  And  where  and  when  was  this  V  enquired 
Mineczka. 

"  At  midnight,  hard  by  the  Puszcza ; — and 
were  it  not  that  at  day  break  I  still  found  his 
horse  under  me  and  his  pelisse  over  my  shoul- 
ders, with  the  gracious  mistress's  leave,  I  should 
have  fancied  I  had  been  made  the  sport  of  a 
wilkolak  !'• 

^'  And  said  Felinski  nothing  in  explanation  of 
his  proceedings?" 

*'So  little,  madam,  that  (with  the  gracious 
mistress's  leave,)  I  conceived  the  Captain  was 
bound  on  a  courtship-errand  to  Wraniczko,  and 
had  no  mind  for  the  boors  or  the  Szlachdc  to 
espy  him  in  his  visit." 
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'*  Rode  he  then  hitherward^  mj  good  Bla- 
xekr 

**  On  what  should  he  ride,  when  I  have  al- 
ready told  the  gracious  mistress  that  he  left  his 
horse  under  my  charge? — and  why  hitherwardy 
— when  I  have  already  declared  that  he  set  off, 
as  though  a  herd  of  wolves  were  baying  at  his 
heels  towards  the  thick  of  the  forest." 

'*The  forest— the  thick  of  the  forest  T  cried 
Mineczka,  **8o  fitr  then  at  least  have  we  track 
of  his  course." 

*'  An  evil  one,  as  it  would  seem,  gracious  lady," 
replied  the  herdsman.  ^*  For  when  (seeing  that 
the  Panenko  retumoed  not  to  claim  his  property), 
I  visited  Luhlowicz  some  two  hours  past,  and 
demanded  speech  of  the  good  master,  —  Pan 
Felinski,  grew  well  nigh  distraught  on  learning 
that  the  Captain  had  made  off  towards  the  Jama, 
and  never  re -appeared.  Truly,  has  the  good 
gentleman  cause  for  vexation; — one  son  fever- 
stricken  and  dying ;  —  and  t'other  murdered 
or  worse  by  the  haydumacka  of  the  Puszcza. 
Word  has  long  been  current  in  the  country  that 
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a  ruffianly  spirit  was  lurking  about  Lubi- 
onki." 

**And  having  changed  garments  with  thee/* 
enquired  Mineczka,  growing  paler  and  paler, 
'^Felinski  quitted  thee  on  the  highway,  and 
has  been  heard  of  no  more?** — 

"With  the  gracious  mistress's  leave,  exactly 
and  truly  so/' — 

"Ob,  Blazek,  to  the  fSarm,"  continued  she 
faintly,  "and  remain  within  call,  that  should 
my  father  wish  to  question  thee  thou  mayest 
not  be  wanting/' 

And  as  the  herdsman  plodded  slowly  upward, 
toward  the  mansion-house,  Michaelokskfs  daugh- 
ter, with  tremulous  steps,  and  a  fainting  heart, 
followed  him  at  a  distance.  The  whole  world 
appeared  receding  from  her ;  she  felt  as  if, — but 
for  some  desperate  effort,  on  her  own  part, — all 
that  she  loved  would  be  wrenched  from  her;  all 
to  whose  affection  her  life  had  been  attached, — all 
on  whose  future  tenderness  her  hopes  had  caused 
her  to  lean  somewhat  too  fondly! — It  was  for- 
tunate that  on  entering  the  hall  she  encountered 
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with  her  father,  ere  the  desperate  resolution  she 
had  taken  had  time  to  melt  away. 

«'  Girl !  "  erifid  Michaelokski,  as  she  entered, 
with  a  degree  of  sternness  ariung  fixmi  con* 
stemation  at  the  evil  tidings  already  beginmi^ 
to  spread  at  the  farm, — "whence  comest  thou?" — 
«« Father!"  cried  she,  fiJling  on  her  knees 
and  clasping  her  hands  towards  him,— and  the 
tears  streamed  down  her  marble  cheeks  with  the 
effort  that  restored  her  power  of  utterance, — 
"  Father — father !  have  pity  on  me  !  Judgments 
are  abroad  in  the  land ;  tempt,  oh !  tempt  not 
the  rigour  of  the  Almighty  by  hardening  thy 
heart  against  thy  child." 

"  I  harden  not  my  heart  i^inst  thee,  my 
poor  Mina,"  cried  he,  raising  her  from  the  floor 
and  clasping  her  in  his  arms,  where  she  clung 
and  clung  in  exquisite  tenderness  and  grief.  "  It 
is  thou  who  art  willing  to  say  Farewell  to  th^ 
parent  that  for  nmeteen  years  hath  fostered  thee 
in  his  bosom,  rather  than  overcome  thy  re- 
pugnance to  the  homeliness  of  feature  of  poor 
Nepomuk." 
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**  It  is  not  of  that  repugnance  or  that  bridal 

I  have  now  to  speaki**  said  shei— 4he  angnish  of 

her  soul   impressing  itself  on  every   qoiTering 

feature.  **  But  take  me  hence,  father, — take  me 

to  Lublowicz,     Julittss  FeBnski  is  liud  npon  a: 

bed  of  sickness,-  iConstanty  has  disappeared,  and 

as  it  is  believed,   by  violence.     I  have  parting 

words  for  my  kind — ^kind  friend :    I  have  tear9 

to  weep  for  one  who  would  willingly  have  blest 

«  

me  with  the  name  of  wife.    Take  me  to  Lub- 

lowiczT — 

"  Is  this  maidenly  ?  "—cried  Michaelokski, 
startled  by  the  excess  of  her  emotions ;  but  draw- 
ing her  towards  the  open  casement,  that  the  air 
might  fitn  her  cheek,  while  he  placed  her  as  in 
their  happier  hours  upon  his  knees,  vrith  her  brow 
resting  on  his  shoulder.  **  Felinski  must  be  in 
sore  affliction;  and  would  scarcely  welcome  us 
in  such  an  hour  of  anxiety  ?  " — 

**  From  whom  would  he  seek  solace  if  not 
from  her  who  so  loved  his  sons, — ^whom  his  sons 
so  loved  ?  Take  me  father,  take  me  to  Lublowicz.'* 

*^I  will  proceed  thither,"  replied  her  father 
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eompaBBioiiatiDg  her  diatreM :  "  and  bring  back, 
it  my  utmost  i^teed/  intelligmee  from  the  farm.*' 

** Father,  father! — I  have  no  fortitude  for 
•uspenae,'*  cried  she*  Leave  me  here,  and  I  shall 
die  of  the  beating  of  my  over-tasked  heart." 

'*  Calm  these  pertorfaations,'*  cried  Michael- 
okaki^  growing  seriously  alarmed.  '^  I  will  in- 
standy  away." 

** And  /will  follow,"  cried  Mineczka,  throwing 
off  all  fiirther  reserve.  *^  Alone, — unattended, — 
lbot*Ueeding, — heart-bleeding, — will  I  perform 
the  journey  l-r-Restrain  me  not — ^forbid  me  not ! 
A  Cither's  voice  is  peremptory :— but  a  cvy  still 
more  peremptory  is  stirring  in  my  soul,— even 
die  voice  him  who  should  have  been  my  hus- 
band :  and  who  for  my  sake  adventured  among 
the  haydumaeka  of  the  Puszcza." — 

A  loud  tumult  in  the  offices  suspended  the 
words  on  her  lips.  The  remonstrances,  menaces, 
and  imprecations  of  Michaelokski's  boors,  as- 
sembled for  their  noon-day  meal,  were  loud  in 
the  affiray:  but  above  them  all  rose  the  shrill 
cries  of  Sawitzka. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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**  Ye  shall  not  have  him, — ^ye  shall  not  take 
him !  *'  cried  the  indignant  damsel.  *'  He  is  inno* 
cent — Blazek  is  innocent ! — He  went  not  forth  of 
his  own  wiUy  nor  on  his  own  errand :  and  what 
motive  had  he  of  strife  or  enmity  against  the 
young  Captain  ?  ** 

^'The  temptation  of  a  pnrse  stored  with 
one  hundred  golden  ducats ! "  replied  a  hoarse 
voice,  which  Michaelokski  had  little  difficulty  in 
attributing  to  ELarolek  the  chief  Hayduck  at* 
tached  to  the  service  of  the  Grodski  of  Lubloyst. 

**  Had  any  evil  chanced  to  the  young  gen- 
tleman .  at  his  hands,  think  ye  that  Blazek 
would  have  made  instant  way  to  LuUowicz  to 
deposit  the  garments  and  horse  left  with  him? 
Pretty  ministers  are  ye  of  justice,  to  be  caught 
in  a  cobweb!  I  tell  ye,  were  the  case  reversed, 
—  had  the  Panenko  been  found  possessed  of 
Blazek's  garments,  (Blazdc,  the  poor  herdsman, 
having  been  missed  from  the  country  or  even 
found  gashed,  bleeding,  or  dead  by  the  way-side) 
— ^ye  would  have  as  soon  dreamed  of  citing  the 
King  of  Poland  himself  to  your  blood  -  seeking 
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Rotusz/afl  of  ac<9i8utig  young  Fdiiiflki  of  murder 
or  misehief!" 

'^^ Perhaps  so,  prettjr  maiden;  since,  as  thy 
letters  know,  it  needs  for  a  citizen  of  the  Re- 
public to  be  taken  in  the  act  and  eonyicted  by 
Ae  ocular  evidenee  of  feur  nobles,  his  equals, 
ere  arrest  can  be  made  good  on  his  person.  But 
for  this  boor  of  the  Wraniczko  estate,  he  must 
away  with  me/* 

**  This  must  be  looked  to!'*  cried  Michaelokski, 
relinquishing  his  daughter's  half  fainting  form, 
and  mshii^  forth  to  interrogate  the  Hayducks 
touching  the  misdemeanour  of  his  vassal.  ^*  In-' 
justice  shaS  not  work  wrong  upon  a  serf  of 
my  lands." 

**  And  /  must  tarry  here,  and  listen  to  the 
threats  of  the  avengera  of  his  blood  !'*^*<^ried  Mi- 
neczka,  pressing  her  hands  to  her  ears,  lest  she 
should  chance  to  hear  some  declaration  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  justice  corroboratiTe  of  her 
own  worst  susjncions. 

But  in  another  minute  poor  little  Szatzka  was 

i>2 
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weeping  at  her  knees,  imploring  aid  and  inter- 
vention. 

**  The  gracious  mistress  knows/*  cried  she, 
''  that  'twas  for  her  sake  only  Blazek  undertook 
this  errand: — that  he  had  no  thought  to  visit  Lub- 
lowicz  or  go  forth  into  the  Puszeza,  but  at  our 
bidding  and  intercession. — Speak  for  him,  speak 
for  him  ! — ^they  are  strapping  him  to  a  Hayduck'a 
horse  to  carry  him  off  to  justice !" 

'^And  if  they  are,  dear  Szatzka,**  cried  the 
young  lady,  ^^  the  poor  fellow  has  done  no  wrong, 
and  no  wrong  can  be  done  unto  him.  Fear  not! 
There  is  hope  while  there  is  life.  But  for  Kon- 
stanty '* 

''These  men  have  authority  for  What  they 
do,"  exclaimed  Michaelokski,  hastily  re-entering 
the  room ; — "  but  I  will  accompany  them  to  Lub- 
loyst  to  see  that  no  fidse  swearing  prevails 
against  the  fool  Blazek ;  and  return  quickly  and 
with  good  tidings.  Szatzka,  look  to  thy  young 
mistress !  '* 

Mineczka  would  have  spoken — remonstrated; 
—but  voice  was  denied  her:    And  in  a  few  mi- 
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nates  the  eound  of  the  meagared  tramp  of  the 
Haydockfl'  departing  troop -horses  warned  her 
that  they  were  already  on  their  route  to  the 
Ratusz. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 


When  he  fpeaksy 
Tib  Kke  m  chime  a  mending ; — ^with  terms  wimgnired. 
Which,  isom  the  tongue  of  itMuring  l^phon  dropp'd, 
Would  teem  hyperboles.-—* 

SBdKaPBAMM, 


It  is  not  from  disrespect  towards  the  high  office  and 
estate  of  Pan  Dzieduszycki,  the  honoorable  Grodski 
of  Lubloyst,  that  he  has  been  hitherto  withheld 
froin  the  reverence  of  the  reader.  We  have  waited 
to  introduce  him  upon  the  scene  in  all  the  pride, 
pomp,  and  circumstance  of  glorious  office;  to 
pourtray  him  surrounded  by  his  guard  of  Hay* 
ducksy  and  other  fimctionaries  of  his  microscopic 
empire. 

Had  he  been  less  than  supematurally  dense 
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of   intellect    the   worthy    Grocbki   ooold    have 
scarcely  fiiiled   to  acquire   some  mall  propor- 
tion  of  fools'  wisdom,  —  the  wisdom  of  ezperi* 
ence, — during  the  thirty-aad-two  jcaiB  he  had 
reigned  oyer  the  liberties  of  Lubloyit^ — castigated 
the  bockslidings  of  its  citizens, — and  refrigerated 
by  his  edicts  the   hot  blood  of  the  foresters  of 
Lubionki.     But   his  Worship  (a    blessing    be* 
stowed  by  Count  Briihl  upon  the  Polish  subjects 
of  his  Saxon  master)  was  a  man  more  addicted 
to  the  fragrant  weed  than  to  study  of  men  or 
books. —  He  never  read, — never  listened,  —  and 
was  only  secured  from  the  shame  of  exposure  by  a 
third  negation, — he  never  falked; — the  pipe  which 
oonstantly  engross^  his  mouth  was  at  least  useAiI 
in  saving  him  from  the  unlawful  exercise  of  his 
<Mrgaiia,.af  q^eech.    PU^matic  as  a  Dutchman, 
\uA    despotism  was  as  undemonstrative  aa    the 
fiUal  but  invisible  progress  of  dry-rot,  and  like 
Schiller's  grand  Inquisitor,  he  had  grown  old  in 
the  silent  enjoyment  of  cruelty  and  oppression ; — 
but  the  abject  servility  of  his  nature  had  placed  him 
high  in  esteem  with  the  Starosts  and  KasKtellans 
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of  the  Waivodat.  The  dungeons  under  thd  Rynek 
of  LnblojBt  told  no  talea;  and  wer6  flerrioeable 
in  sparing  a  world  of  words  to  the  tacitoA 
mmister  of  justice,  to  whom  was  consigned  the 
custody  of  the  keys  of  their  iron-bolted  doors. 

But  woe  to  those  whose  sins  against  Ae  law 
compelled  the  Grodski  to  remove  the  pipe  from 
his  mouth,  for  purposes  of  investigation  and  con* 
demnation ! — 

The  night  that  witnessed  the  forcible  seizure 
of  Salomea  the  Zydowka  had  not,  as  announced 
by  the  Predco  presiding  over  her  arrest,  pro- 
duced  so    unprecedented  a   contingency  as  the 
prolongation  till   midnight  of  the  sitting  of  a 
tribunal  at  the  Ratusz.     It  was  the  policy  of 
the  stealthy  Grodski  to  execute  the  more  odious 
functions  of  his  office  as  far  as  possible  under 
the  cover  of  darkness;  and   the    woman    had 
been  arrested  in  her   own  suburb   when  there 
was  least  probability    of  outcry   or    resistance, 
and  thrown  into  a  dungeon  for  the  nighti  only 
that  he  might  examine  her  at  his  leisure  at  the 
hour  of  morning.     What  mattered  the 


fqSei|pa0B.tIiat  nMght  wrke  from  dark]itei|,--€iK>lttH 
^ifOfop^-T-or  Uie  djiny  eUDgiiig  of  the  reptika  to 
)i^  l^aocU  .  an^  fteo  ;^wa8  ahe  not  a  mittmfale 

E(ad  th«  Grodsjki  been  at  the  pains  to  con* 
^er,  the  character  of  his  prisoner,  he  mi^t 
have  been  tempted  to  a  different  mode  of  {nrh 
cednre.  Sfdomea  was  of  a  different  order  of 
qpirit  firom  those  with  whom  he  was  in  habitual 
^tact ;  and  though  his  Worship  had  often  fimnd 
C^dy  hi^iger,  and  isolation  prodoce  an  advanta- 
geans  effect,  upon,  cpntumadous  qaptives, — bring- 
i^g  down  the  tone  of  their  minds  and  voiees  to  a 
J^Mediy  minor  key, — he  was  accosted  hj  Ssp 
lomea,  on  her  appearance  at  the  bar  of  the  tri- 
bunal, with  a  Yociferation  of  rage  and  menaces, 
such  as,  during  his  thirty  and  two  years  of  Grod* 
skihoody  had  never  before  g^^eeted  his  ears; — 
d^mouncing  him  as  an  unrighteous  judge  —  a 
despicable  man, — and  the  most  hoodwinked  of 
Qrodskis  and  fitthers!  — 

*^  To  tear  me  from  my  household  home,  by  the 
violent  hands  ot  constable  and  hayducks,  and  thrust 

-     J)  5        . 
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me  into  a  bole  swanning  with  water-newts  and 
creeping  things  unclean  !'*--*-^ed  she.  **  Wa0  such 
treatment  fitting  reward,— K>li !  wacpen  of  a  Grod* 
skiy — ^for  one  in  whose  book  of  debtorship  stemd 
the  names  of  yoar  three  gawky  daughters,  for&rd 
—  beauty-washes — and  pomander,  —  enough  to 
hare  tricked  out  airthe  stage-players  of  Warsaw  !* 
—A  nod  from  the  Grodski  brought  the  staff  of 
the  Hayduck  smartly  across  her  shoulders  in 
interruption  ot  her  harangue. 

**  Ay,  smite  V*  she  cried,  as  soon  as  the  sur- 
prise and  pain  of  the  blow  gave  leisure  for  words. 
*' Smite — scourge  —  incarcerate — ^hang — anat6- 
mize ! —  for  with  such  arms  do  the  oppressors  per- 
petuate their  rule  over  the  land. — Strike  again  f 
she  exclaimed,  turning  towards  the  grim  Hayduck 
by  whom  she  had  been  chastised,  <*  strike  till  the 
bones  crack  under  your  Batog,  or  till  the  stag- 
nated blood  blackens  the  mangled  flesh  under 
your  Mows. — I  shall  not  feel  it; — ^not  a  pang  or 
ache  will  penetrate  the  marrow  of  the  poor  old 
withered  Zydowka : — ^blessings  for  once  on  your 
iey  dungeon  -  depths,  which  have  paraljrzed  her 
aged  limbs  r- 
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The  Haydue)c  east  a  wistfiil  glance  towards  the 
tbair  of  the  Grodski,  in  expectation  of  a  second 
nod,  antixorising  another  official  hint  to  the  re- 
^nisant.  But  his  worship  gave  vent  to  his  wrath 
in  a  volomi^OQS  puff  of  smoke ;  and  kept  (if  not 
his  temper) — ^his  peace. 

**  Speak  dotard !"  cried  Salomea,  losing  all 
sense  of  fear  or  shame,  in  the  desperation  of  im- 
potent rage.  *<  Hast  brooght  me  here  a  prisoner 
of  state,  only  to  see  thee  sit  nodding  thy  head  like 
some  pagod  of  pottery-ware  among  the  trinkets 
of  our  warehouse ;-— or  puffing  forth  thy  reeking 
breath,  even  as" 

But  the  Hayduck  waited  no  longer  the 
mandate  of  his  master.  Nothing  doubting  that 
his  zeal  in  defence  of  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's 
and  the  Republic's  constituted  authorities  would 
sanction  the  irregularity,  he  inflicted  a  second 
and  double  measure  of  punishment  upon  the 
frantic  Zydowka. 

**  I  would,  knave,  thou  wert  less  gentle  in  thy 
admonitions,''  cried  Salomea^  turning  to  the  Hay- 
dadc,  with  a  countenance  involuntarily  flushed 
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by  anguish,  but  distorted  by  a  forced  smile  of 
exultation.  ^^  Trample  me  in  the  dust,— «n^a 
dust,  if  thou  wilt; — for  I  tell  thee  that  every  grain 
thereof— were  it  fine  as  the  dust  of  the  idols  east 
of  old  into  the  brook  Kedron, — shall  arise  and 
testify  against  thee." — 

'*  Ke6p  thy  breath,  brawling  woman,  to  an- 
swer his  worship's  interrogation,"  said  the  Hay- 
duck  ;  familiar  with  all  the  movements  of  his  su- 
perior, and  perceiving  that  the  pipe  of  the  very 
worshipful  the  Grodski  was  within  a  puff  of  ex- 
tinction.— And  according  to  his  anticipations,  he 
now  received  a  signal  inducing  him  to  plant  the 
prisoner  immediately  opposite  the  judgment^seat, 
where  a  strong  light  from  the  lofty  windows 
fell  full  and  accusingly  upon  her  face ;  while 
himself  and  an  assistant  placed  themselves  closely 
on  either  side,  so  as  to  obtain  ample  masteiy  over 
her  movements. 

''Salomea!— wife  of  the  Zyd  Szmuhl,  of  the 
town  of  Lubloyst,  in  the  Palatinate  of  Masowsze,'* 
said  the  Grodski,  having  carefully  wiped  the 
clinging   moisture   from   his  grisly    mustiichios 
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it  oi^Tsyed;  ^*  Whftt  manni^r  of  man  was  he  who; 
yMernSgiit  iiffts  a  se\uiigh1^  tntmght  and  depomted 
iB  thy  dwelling  a  ptx>d^idus  bale  of  contraband 
goods, — tobaeeo»^tui  it  would  appear,  or  kermes, 
jor  wax,  or  spices  (as  futare  search  of  the  premises 
wdl  determineO  of  soffici^it  aoeomit  to  warrant 
the  return  of  thy  spouse  from  a  journey  under- 
taken, in  order  to  preside  over  its  secretement  or 
dfetribution  V— 

To  tMs  preamble,  Salomea  replied  by  a  sneer 
of  bkler  and  withering  contempt. 

*'  I  ask  thee  what  manner  of  man  V  persisted 
the  Orodski.'-r- 

The  prisoner  was  still  silent;  when  the  Hay- 
dadL,  again  inst%ated  by  a  signal  of  authority, 
seized  the. brawny  arm  of  the  Jewess/ extending 
it  forcibly  to  receive  a  further  measure  of  Batog 
strokes— r 

*'  The  secret  is  scarce  Worth  waste  of  labour," 
said  Salomea,  scornfully — *'  Keep  the  strength  of 
thy  aim  foir  the  infliction  of  heavier  punishment 
on  some  weaker  victim." 
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**  What  manner  of  man^  then  T  cried  the 
Grodski,  sospending  the  work  of  hid  familiar. 

*'  A  manner  of  man  weak,  paltiy,  find  ruth- 
less as  thyself/'  replied  Selomea,  without  attempt- 
ing to  withdraw  her  arm  from  the  grasp  that 
now  relaxed  in  its  pressure.  '^Like  thyself,  a 
dog  fed  with  the  crumbs  apportioned  to  be  the 
children's  bread; — ^like  thyself,  the  shadow  of 
a  puppet,  set  up  by  the  senate  to  scare  the 
crows  from  their  com ; — ^like  thyself    ■    ** 

'*  Name  and  define  not,"  said  the  Orodski, 
apparently  hardened  to  her  taunts.  "  I  require 
facts,  not  opinions/' 

**  Thou  didst  ask  what  manner  of  man,  or  my 
ears  as  well  as  thy  lips  are  liars/'  cried  the 
audacious  woman,  eager  to  pay  back  in  bitterness 
the  pain  she  had  received  in  the  flesh. — 

**I  amend  my  speech  then; — what  man?'^ 
Whence  came  he, — ^whither  went  he?" — 

**  He  came  from  domg  the  work  of  Satan,  thy 
master  and  his ; — and  went  back,  for  aught  I 
know  or  care,  to  receive  the  wages  of  his  labour  T 

"  And  his  name  ?*' — 
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Look  of^  the  itiuster  roQ  of  thy  brethren 
in  iiiS^^ity»  And  eee  which  <»f  ihem  was  absent 
firom  his  poet.'*'—    ■  "  -  " 

The  OrodBki  had  been  wise  enough  to  remit 
tiie  paniflhment  ^  Salomea's  foul-monthed  in- 
eolenee,  bat-he  was  not  pre{»red  to  pardon  eqoi- 
vocation  that  Areatened  defeat  to  his  parpoee; 
and  this  time,  sereral  sharp  and  wdl  distribated 
blows  caused  Ae  chamber  of  the  tyrannous  tri- 
bonal  to  ring  as  with  an  echo  of  the  mirth  <k 
fiends. 

"  And  iiowywhat  namef— 

**  The  name  of  a  double-dealer  and  knave,** 
cried  Salomea,  **  rince  in  accomplishment  of  Am 
artful  designs,  I  doubt  not  I  am  broi^ht  hither.** — 

"  His  name  T 

**  Curse  on  it  and  thee,**  she  exdaimed,  grind- 
ii^  her  teeth  with  the  intensity  of  hatred. — **  Twas 
the  minion,  of  the  Czartoryski, — ^Konstanty  Fe^ 
linski.** — 

<*  Konstan^  Felinski  !**  shouted  the  astonished 
Grrodski,  in  so  loud  a  key  that  the  accents  reached 
the  ears  of  an  individual  who  had  just  applied  a 
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k^;of  offiee  to  the  lock  of  tl)^  Ji]8tiee:4iftU,  and 
was  approaching  the  tribanal. — 

''Who  speaks  of  my  eon?  —  who  knoweth 
aoght  of  Konstaaty?'' — ejacalated  Ae  Fanner  of 
Lublowiczy  takmg  his  phice  on  a  seat  at  the  left 
band  of  the  Orodski,  appropriated  to  the  elders 
of  the  district.  '^^This  woman !  is  she  not  Salo- 
mea,  the  Zydowka?" — 

''  With  submission  to  our  good  friend^  Busta* 
chy  Felinski/'  said  the  Grodski,  swelling  like  a 
turkey-cocky ''  we  are  now  in  course  of  examin- 
ation and  may  not  be  interrupted.  The  forms  of 
the  Court  of  the  Ratusz  are  imperative/' 

''  Talk  not  to  me,  I  pray  you,  of  forms,"  said 
Felinski, — but  rather  excuse  my  lack  of  courtesy, 
that  I  greet  you  with  no  common,  fonns  of  greet* 
ing.  You,  a  father,  and  my  friend  of  so  many 
years,  will  admit  my  claim  to  indulgence. — Ju* 
liuflSB,  my  boy,  lies  dyhig :  — ^Koqstanty,  my  son, 
has  mysteriously  disappeared.** 

'*  Chrystns  r  exlaimed  the  Orodski,  who  had 
loiig  fixed  an  eye  upon  both  to  become  his  sons* 
ip-law.    ."  How  is  all  {his  t— The  Zydowka  here 


m  mtbe  act  of  aceoBation  against  the  young  Cap* 
tain  as  a  smuggler  and  law-breaker;  and  you 
say  lie  baa  escaped  the  ends  of  Justice/* — 

' "  The  ends  of  Justice !"  cried  Felinski,  pee- 
Tishly. — ^**That  I  did  but  know  where  to  seek 
him  and  bring  him  forth  m  refutation  of  such 
idle  calumnies  T — 

"  Complaints  tendered  to  a  tribunal  of  the 
Republic,  cannot  be  termed  an  idle  calumny/* 
observed  the  Grodski. — 

''Meanwhile,  let  me  pray  you  to  hasten  the 
dismissal  of  this  wretched  woman,  and  grant  me 
the  aid  of  a  few  Hayducks  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  certain  i^cesses  of  the  Puszcza,  where  I 
have  yet  hopes  that  my  son  may  be  forcibly  de- 
[.— The  Jama  of  the  W^glarze— the " 


''What  should  the  young  Captain  be  doing 
at  the  Jama  ?  '*  inquired  the  Grodski.  "  Years 
ago,  the  tale  ran  that  his  heart  was  enthralled 
by  the  sparkling  of  a  black  diamond ; — ^but  ijie 
wench,  if  I  remember,  thought  fit  to  wash  off 
the  stain  of  her  grimy  vocation  by  a  plunge  into 
theViBtula?"— 
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Jest  not  now^*'  said  the  tmhappy  fiitlier. 
Hare  mercy  on  my  anxiety;  and  grant  me 
warrant  of  arrest  against  Ignacy  the  Wfglarz, 
and  his  sons !  '* — 

'*  You  are  positiyely  bent  on  searching  the 
Jama?'' 

"  I  am." 

*^ Spare  your  pains:"  suddenly  interrupted 
the  Zydowka. — **The  gilded  toy  you  tender  so 
dearly  is  not  so  far  to  seek." 

*^  What  means  the  woman  X "  esdaimed 
Felinskiy  approaching  her.  *'If  you  know 
aught  of  Konstanty's  absence  and  abiding 
plaoe,-— ijQstantly  acquaint  me  with  your  intel- 
ligence."— 

'*  Another  night  or  two  passed  in  the  dun- 
geons of  the  Rynek,"  replied  Salomea,  "with 
the  most  vezatious  deliberation»  "may  incline 
me  to  oblige  you." — 

*  <'  Pan  Orodski ! "  exclaimed  Felmski.  <'  Yon 
hear  her! — she  mocks  the  judgment-seat, — she 
disrespects  this  presence  and  tribunal."—' 

''Say  rather  that  she    practises  upon   your 
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«wn  anxiety,''  rei^ied  the  man  in  ofliee.  **  Be- 
fore your  entrance^  I  found  oocasbn  to  teach 
her  a  leseon  of  reverence  to  my$eif  and  my 
authority;'' 

<*Look  yon! "  said  Salomea,  (the  card  of  her 
own  safe^  overeoming  eren  her  denre  of  re* 
venge*)  '^Yoa  have  captured  and  imprisoned 
me  on  folse  pretences,  daring  the  absence  of 
Szmnhly  my  hnsband,  to  my  great  soffering  and 
^paragement ;  and  it  were  bat  righteous  dealing 
on  my  part  to  contribute  in  return  my  mite  to 
the  augmentation  of  your  trouble  and  disquiet. 
But  I  will  deal  with  you  as  becomes  a  generous 
daughter  of  Judah,  treating  with  false  -  hearted 
Chri^ans«  I  know  your  son's  place  of  retreat! — 
I  beheld  hin>  foee  to  face,  last  night,  where, 
I  warrant  him.  He  still  tarries." — 

*«Hal— speak  then  "—cried  Felinski--'*  Whi^ 
thermust  I  seek  himt" — 

**  Softly! — we  must  first  ass^  terms  ofmu- 
taal  oUigation«" 

**  Name  them— 4iame  them !  "-*<^ed  Felinski. 

'*  Speak  I  -'  said  the  Ghxxlriu,  authoritatively. 
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'*  Speak  rather  thou,*'  replied  Salomea.  '*  Tis 
only  on  thy  promise  of  instant  enlargement  that 
I  will  satisfy  this  man." 

*^  And  thou  dost  pledge  thy  word,  on  penance 
of  chastisement,  that  the  mail  who  was  noted 
to  visit  thy  wretched  dwelling  at  the  stated 
hour  on  tihe  stated  night,  was  none  other  than 
Konstanty  Felinski?'' — 

"Eren  so!'' 

**And  that,  on  condition  of  being  set  a 
Uberty,  thou  wilt  acquaint  us  with  his  place 
of  retreat,  that  he  may  himself  answer  to  the 
charge  1 " 

*' Again, — even  so!" 

^*What  security  have  we  for  her  fulfil* 
ment  of  the  contract?  "—cried  Fellnski.  "Thii 
woman  may  send  us  moonraking  to  the  lake 
of  Lubionki ; — ^herself,  meanwhile,  escaping  from 
detention." — 

''  Fear  nothing  on  that  score,"  mouthed  old 
Dzieduszycki.  **  The  strong  arm  of  our  authority 
will  not  fail  to  reach  the  Zydowka,  wherever 
she  may  please  to  betake  herself." — 
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**  Fear  notUiig  on  that  sooreT  repeated  Salo- 
mea ;  "  for  I  will  mysetf  remun  here,  aa  hoetagCi. 
till  the  £ftnner  cf  LaUowkz  retams  with  the 
jomig  man,  hiB  flcm." 

'!  So  near  thai  he  may  be  instantly  sought 

and  found?'' — 

**I  guessed  as  muehr  cried  the  Grodski*' 
«*  Did  we  not  behold  him  on  the  very  day  of  his 
arrival  at  Lubloyst,  parleying  and  dallying  with 
pretty Rozetzka  the  Karczma  maiden? — Go  to ! — 
neighbour  Felinski! — ^thou  hast  been  over-fear^ 

fill." 

**  Who  talks  of  Rozetzkar  cried  the  Zydo1?ka 
contemptuously.     '^Get  ye  to  the  dwelling   of 
Smiuhl  my  husband,  in  the  suburb ;  and  there 
:shall  ye  find— " 
My  son?" — 

Parleymgand  dallying  with  his  paramour 
the  mummer  of  the  Jarmark,— the  daughter  of 
Ignacy  the  W^larz." 

'« Great  God!**  exclaimed  Felinski,  clasping 
his  hands?  "  Doroska  still  living?— That  were 
repay  al  for  all  my  vexations  T 
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,    **  Wretph !"  cried  the  GrodBki  with  a  geshire 
.  of  meneoe  at  the  Zydowka,  ^'darest  thou  thus 
audadoasly  avow  in  my  presence  the  eyil  pracdoea 
and  usances  of  thy  miserable  dwelling  ?"*-^ 

**  And  wherefore  not  ?*^Why  should  the  laws 
and  law  makers  who  have  heaped  in&my  oa 
our  tribe,  marvel  that  they  find  a  Zydowka  in&- 
mous !"  said  Salomea,  with  a  bitter  laugh. — . 

*^  We  trifle,"  criad  Felinski,— 

**  What  hast  thou  better  now  to  do  than  seek 
Ihy  son  according  to  her '  instigation  7"-««iid  the 
Grodski.— 

**  Spare  me  the  mortification  of  such  an 
errand/'  replied  the  fiftnner,  **  by  deigning  to  de-e 
spatch  the  Haydueks^f  the  Ratuss  to  the  nuuH^ 
sion  of  the  Zyd." 

"  With  all  my  heart. — I  ha^Fe  my  own  objects 
to  forward  in  the  discovery.  Go !"  oontinoed  the 
Grodski  to  the  constaUes  by  whom  the  Predco 
had  been  accompanied  the  preceding  night* 
<^  Make  entry  anew  into  the  Zydowka's  habitation, 
and  bring  hither  the  young  Captain  Konstanty ."— > 

**  A  ducat  of  Holland,  if  thou  art  socoeasfnl,*' 
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said  Felinski  to  the  chief  Hayduck,  as  the  com- 
pany of  constables  quitted  the  justice  room. — 
And  sach  was  the  origin  of  the  visity  which 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Jewish  8i)barb  attribated 
to  their  own  representation  of  the  strange  noises 
heard  ihroughoat  the  night  in  the  dwelling  of 

the  Jew  nsarer. 

During  the  anxious  moments  of  their  absence, 

Salomea  was  alternately  subjected  to  examinatioii 

by  the  Grodski  touching  the  bale  of  contraband 
goods ;  and  by  Felinski,  touching  her  knowledge 

of  Konstanty  and  his  proceedings,  and  more  par* 
tienlarly  the  renewal  of  his  connection  with  Dosha 
the  daughter  of  the  W^larz-  But  Salomea,  ab» 
ssvbed  in  terror  lest  the  domiciliary  yint  of  the 
Hayducks,  — which  she  had  little  anticipated,  — -< 
should  lead  to  a  disoorery  of  the  Taulted  passage 
and  the  mighty  train  of  interests  and  mysteriee 
with  whidi  it  was  assodated,  could  not  be  brought 
to  utter  a  coherent  reply.  —  She  knew  that  the 
safety  of  the  Confederation  of  the  Holy  Cross 
depended  on  the  blindness  of  the  officials; — and 
kept  silence,  even  from  good  words ! 


CHAPTER  XXI, 


He  stalks  up  and  down  like  a  peacock — a  stride  and  a  ttaad : 
ruminatea»  like  anhostest  that  hath,  no  arithmetic  to  aet  down' 
her  reckoning ;  bites  his  lip  with  a  politic  regard,  as  who  shovld 
say  there  were  wit  in  this  head  an  'twould  out  And  ao  there 
is.  Bat  it  lies  coldly  in  him  like  6re  in  a  flint,  and  wQI  not 
forth  without  knocking.— 

Smak$pbjmb. 


It  may  appear  strange  to  thooe  acquainted,  like 
our  readei*s»  with  the  exiatence  of  the  secret  con- 
nection  between  the  dwelling  ci  Ssmuhl  the  Zyd 
and  the  Zakon  Jeeuitow',  that  it  could  be  orerlooked 
by  the  officers  of  justice  dispatched  to  survey  the 
premises.  —  But  be  it  remembered  that  tiiey  were 
commissioned  only  to  bring  before  the  tribunal 
of  the  Ratusz  the  persons  of  Captain  Felinski 
and  his  female  companion,  without  specification 


OP  LVBIOKKI.  73 

of  ftirther  duty; — ^that  the  two  chamben, — ^the 
street-room  and  the  inner,  —  were  preciBelj  in 
the  same  condition  they  had  been  left  on  bar- 
ring up  the  doors  after  the  arrest  of  Salomea ; — 
and  that  hangings  of  arras  were  of  common 
ooeoirenoe  in  the  better  order  of  Jewish  habi- 
tations. 

"  We  found  all  qniet  and  solitary  in  the 
dwelling  of  Szmuhl/'  said  they  on  their  return 
to  the  Ratuflz  firom  their  bootless  expedition; 
'^  all  as  we  ourselves  left  it  yesternight.  No 
Fetinaid,--4io  damsel  was  there.  The  Zydowka, 
for  some  etil  purpose,  has  beguiled  us  with  fidse 
inteOigenoe.'* — 

**  She  has  mocked  us  with  idle  mockery ! " 
cried  old  Felinski,  his  anxieties  recurring  on 
this  disappointment  of  his  hopes. 

*^  She  has  trifled  wit^  our  authority ! "  cried 
the  Orodaki. 

<*  jShe  has  lost  us  our  double  ducat,"  mut- 
tered the  Hayducks. 

^^Alaii !  ^  cried  Salomea,  wringing  her  hands, 
—  **  who  so  great  a  sufferer  by  his  escape  as 

VOL.  II.  B 
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myself?  — ^^Behold !    do  I  not  remam  bound  in 
the  hands  of  the  Philistines  T"— 

*'  You  persist  then,  wretched  woman !  that 
ifty  son  waz  there?" — 

**  By  the  God  of  Abraham,  Izaac  and  Jacob, 
I  swear  to  you  that  the  youth  stood  under  my 
roof-tree ; — last  night,  within  half  an  hour  -of  tiie 
ringing  of  the  curfew.** — 

**  Under  your  gracious  worship's  pardon,'^ 
said  the  chief  Hayduek,  addressing  the  Grod- 
ski,  "this  woman  lies  in  her  teeth.  The  doors 
and  shutters  of  her  dwelling  did  we  close '  last 
night,  sealing  them  with  the  signet  of  the  Ratusz ; 
which  seals  we  found,  erewhile,  unbroken  and 
untouched.  No  man  can  have  found  issue  from 
the  house  since  she  quitted  it.** 

By  this  declaration,  the  whole  truth  was  of 
course  made  manifest  to  the  Zydowka.  She 
entertained  no  doubt  that  Doeka,  during  her 
seeming  insensibility,  had  become  acquainted 
with  the  secret  of  the  subterranean  passage ;  and 
on  the  alarm  of  the  preceding  night  had  point- 
ed it  out  to  Konstanty  as  a  means  of  escape 
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&nr  iMxtii.  Bam  tat  the  grand  nqrttefy  of  the 
ConfoderateB  of  LaUonki  might  have  besn  in- 
Tdhred  m  the  ducovery,  die  could  not,  indeed, 
ocmjectiure ;  but  aware  of  the  mnltitiide  of 
lives  (indadiQg  her  huflbend's  and  her  own) 
dependent  on  the  mamlenance  of  the  fecret, 
ahe  reaohred  to  redgn  herself  patiently  to  cap- 
tivity, rather  than  utter  another  sjUable  to 
endaqg^  the  aa&ty  of  the  oonspiratorB.  A 
v^ry  abort  time  would  bring  back  her  hnaband 
firom  lithuapifi,  and  secure  her  release;  —  for 
between  Sbmuhl  and  the  Grodski  there  had 
k^  emfied  secrets  of  traffic  and  connivance, 
whose  disclosure  would  be  almost  as  important 
to  the  well-ibeing  of  the  man  in  office,  as  that  of 
the  Confederacy  of  Lubionki  to  the  Palatine 
of  Mazowze. — ^Like  the  convicted  lago,  there- 
fibre)  Salomea  obstinately  closed  her  Ups.  against 
all  furdier  disclosures;  although  the  fervour  of 
Felinski*s  prayers  for  information,  and  the  £ervour 
of  the  Orodski's  threats  of  ci^stigation,  might 
have  moved  a  woman  of  only  common  obstinacy. 
**  I  have  nothing  more  to  tell!"   said  she 

B  2 


76  THE  C01CFBDEBATS8 

in  reply  to  his  menaces.  '*  Ye  cannot  press  oil 
from  a  stone ;  ye  cannot  extort  omifession  where 
there  is  nought  to  confess.** — 

**  At  what  hour,  saidst  thou,  he  was  with 
thee  in  thy  dwelling  ?  '*  enquired  Felinskt. 

"I  have  said  it — ^and  will  say  no  more." 

"  At  what  hour  said  shet** — ^persisted  Fe- 
linski,  turning  to  the  Hayducks. — 

*'  If  your  excellency  pleases,''  said  he  of  the 
Batog,  brightening  up  with  a  renewed  hope  of 
winning  the  double  ducat,  **  within  some  minutes 
of  the  fire-bell ; — ^nor  could  it  have  been  much 
later,  for  the*  chime  tolled  out  as  we  crossed 
the  Rynek  with  our  prisoner.** 

**  Then  idly  have  I  lost  my  time ! "  cried 
Felinski  —  *^  for  two  hours  later  was  my  son 
seen  to  enter  the  Puszcza."* 

"Ay?"  —  involuntarily  ejaculated  the  Zy- 
dowka,  her  swarthy  face  flushing  deeply,  and 
an  expression  of  inquietude  taking  possession  of 
her  countenance. 

"  It  is  averred  by  Blaxek  the  bondsman  of 
the  Wraniczko  &rm,  that  about  midnight  the 
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youth  encountered  with  him  at  Ostronimptflzch, — 
inafited  en  aesaniing  the  Chlopkian  dress, — 
and—" 

**  Made  towards  Lubionki  V  —  exclaimed 
Salomea.  —  **  The  Lord  of  hosts  in  his  mercy 
forbid !"~ 

So   earnest! "^—interrupted    the  (Irodski, 
I  espy  more  mischief  in  this  woman ! " 

Again  the  Zydowka  assomed  an  air  of  snllen 
obduracy. 

**  Were  it  not  well  to  confront  the  wife  of 
Szmuhl  with  this  second  witness!'*  intermpted 
the  Predeo  who  had  entered  the  Justice  Hall 
with  the  Hayduck,  on  their  return  from  the 
Jewish  suburb. — 

**  If  his  worship  pleases,"  cried  the  Hayduck, 
we  might  fetch  hither  the  herdsman  Blazek  from 
Wraniczko,  and  be  back  again  within  the  second 
hourf — 

"Tls  well  r— said  the  Grodski,  who  was 
growing  weary  of  his  unusual  exertions  and 
anxious  to  shake  off  the  business.  ^*  Predeo ! — 
.make  out  warrant  (^  arrest  for  the  fellow ! — 
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into  a  connexion  with  the  Lubionkian  Confede- 
racy. Unable  to  oonceive  the  possibility  that  the 
young  lady  of  Wraniczko,  or  any  other  young  lady, 
could  remain  insensible  to  the  deyotion  id  Us 
noble  JuliuBz,  he  imagined  that  bat  for  the  daima 
of  Nepomncen  a  happy  union  would  have  secured 
the  prosperity  and  security  of  the  son  of  his 
affections.  On  all  accounts,  therefore,  the  mirth- 
ful mood  in  which  the  lubber  advanced  to  greet 
him  was  sovereignly  displeasing. 

**  Oood  day,  and  a  happy,  happy  greeting  to 
you.  Pan  Felinski,"  cried  he,  capering  antidy 
forward,  so  as  to  impede  the  advance  of  the 
fiurmer's  horse. — 

**  Detain .  me  not,  young  man,**  replied  Fe- 
linski, *^  I  have  no  leisure  for  fooling." — 

**  Never  believe  me  if  /  have  greater  incli- 
nation for't!'*  cried  the  lubber,  tossing  up  his 
confederatka-cap  in  the  air,  and  exhibiting 
his  shaven  crown. — "  My  heart  is  merry,  and 
not  my  head  giddy." — 

"  Then  art  thou  no .  mate  for  me,"  replied  the 
fiumer,  impatient  of  his  gambols,  **  for  lo  1  my 


ii00t  is^'ltoivfy  %nffa  iramj  trouUos.— Let'  go  my 
xem^'Nepomncen,  and  fieuewell.'' —    * 

:  •^  ]^or  i^ahks  for  my  good  hewft!**  said  the 
faGber^:  a  doad  ovmatting  his  broad,  good-hu- 


^WbBk  iieir»— whttt?— Is  Konstanty  return- 

.  .^KdnsiBnt|^  might  eome  and  go,  or  stay  away 
fi%  times  inthe  twelyemonths,"  qnothNepomiiceu 
with  his  usual  puolixity,  "  and  Ids  coinings,  go- 
mgB»  i»  tarrymgb  would  bring  never  so  much  as  a 
*  God  mwe  us,'  from  me,  or  a  wag  of  the  tail  from 
Traailaeh.  Kcmstantyia  too  high  an  upholder 
of  himself  above  earth's  commdn  creatures  to 
possess  4Mich  hold  upon  their  love." 

Of  whom  then  your  news  T— ' 

Of  my  dear  Juliusz !— my  own  Juliusz  !— 
my  ^end  Juliusz !"  cried  the  lubber,  tears  of 
afltetion  starting  into  his  eyes.  "  Never  believe 
me  bat  all  my  way  to  Lublowicz  this  mom- 
ing,  I  blubbered  and  blubbered  like  the  nun 
that  playt  the  Mater  Dolorosa  in  our  Easter 
pageant  «t  Ae  Jarmark.    And  when  I  Reached 

B  5 


« 
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the  farm  in   company  with  our  good  brother 
Joachim — " 

''  Ha!  has  the  Priest  been  wift  him?"— 
^*  Father  Joachim  is  accomited  of  many  a 
skilfuUer  leech  than  even  Doctor  Szemioth  of 
Wodarodko;  and  though  perhaps  a  trifle  less 
experienced  than  he  takes  himsdf  to  be,  still 
of  very  high  account  for  phannacy  and  'stilling 
of  simples." — 

"  What  said  he  of  my  son  f  *  cried  Felinski, 
uncertain  whether  he  should  not  gain  earlier  in* 
telligence  by  making  all  speed  homewards,  than 
by  parleying  with  the  blockhead. — 

"  Marry,  he  said^ — (what  with  all  respect  to 
his  reverence,  I  think  was  pretty  well  known 
before,)  that  Juliusz  Felinski  was  very  ill.** 

'*  Is  that  thy  cause  of  glee?"-— said  the  fkther 
angrily. 

<<  Upon  which,  the  woman  Katan^ka  fell 
exclaiming  that  his  aid  and  counsel  were  wanting, 
and  not  his  homilies ;  and  taking  him  aside,  ere 
he  was  well  inclined  to  relinquish  his  patient'b 
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hand,  demanded  of  hiniy — ^yes  or  no^ — ^would  the 
boy  live— would  the  boy  die  T" — 

"  And  he  anmrered  1"  gasped  Felinski* 

"  Not  a  word  1"— 

"  My  80S1  —  my  son! "  fisdtered  the  old  man. 

*' Never  beUeve  me/'  continued  Nepomucen, 
«*  tf  instead  of  replying,  the  priest  laughed  not 
oatriglit  IB  her  fiuse.  For,  quoth  he,  the  youth 
is  but  fevered  in  his  veins  by  over  excitement  of 
heart  or  head, — ^thought  or  feeling ;  and  it  shall 
go  hard  but,  with  the  aid  of  the  lancet,  we  will  set 
him  on  foot,  ay !  and  on  horseback  too,  in  a  day 


or  so." 


Felinski's  first  movement  was  to  uncover  hig 
head,  and  raise  his  eyes  devoutly  to  the  sky ; 
his  next,  to  lean  from  his  horse  and  stretch 
forth  his'  hand  towards  Nepomucen  Pulafski, 
who  was-  again  making  antic  demonstrations  of 
delight. 

**  I.thank  thee  for  my  son  !'*  said  the  fiurmer; 
and  his  heart  was  too  full  to  utter  more. 

«« Thank  in«  ?— thank  God  and  the  good  faith 
therr  c^ied  Nepomucen;  ''  diovgh  the  firot  I 
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rospect  thou  hast  already  done,  and  tixe  second  art 
about  to  do.  At  the  first  tidings  of  Julinsz's  sick- 
ness, I  sorely  lamented  me  that  Szmuhl  the  Zyd, 
accounted  the  first  healer  in  the  ooontry,  was 
.off  to  Lithuania, — ^never  belieye  me  but  I  did. 
But  now  that  the  priest  promises  so  fiedrly  all 
seems  right  again.  So  forward,  fiirmer,  for- 
ward home;-^-4aid  may  your  dieer  be  as  great 
as  mine." 

And  with  a  long  whistle  to  Trasdach  (whose 
tendency  to  the  study  of  natural  history  was 
just  then  detaining  him  in  a  deep  furrow,  to  the 
infinite  terror  of  two  young  leverets,)  Nepo- 
-muc^i  went  his  way ;  leaving  Felinski's  mind 
lightened  by  one  half  of  his  heavy  load  of  afflic- 
tion^ 

In  the  course  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Ratusz, 
however,  a  new  source  of  uneasiness  had  suddenly 
burst  upon  him.  His  first  impulse  on  hearing  of 
Konstanty's  disparition  in  the  forest  had  natunally 
been  to  connect  the  fiite  of  his  son  with  the  profess- 
ed enmity  of  the  ruffians  of  the  Jama ;  and  the  in- 
voluntary horror  ezpfessed  by  Salomea  on  hearing 


of  Uft  iwk  .t6  idie^Pittaefta»  and  Her  oomieotMHi 

mfii  the  W\^;kinfe  M  wiie  to  BzmttU  Ihe  oon- 

tni$^t<«    f(B4  vpi^Uetrap  of  Doftka,   flenred^  to 

emlmrnm  ntlher  than  to  obliterate  bie  0«e- 
pidops*    But  it  hod  enddenly  ocxaried  to  Itfm 

tliat,  fagr  some  wlocky  &tali^,  Konstanly  had 
mastered  die  mjatory  of  the  Coxifederates  of  La- 
Inoaki;  that  he  had  nuhly  intraded  into  tboie 
oooDcilfi,  to  the  desperation  of  which  he  cou]d.him- 
self  bear  witness ; — and  perhaps^  fallen  a  victim  to 
his  pertinacity! — Even  in  his  present  sofi^ied 
mood  towards  his  son,  Felinski  could  not  but  call 
to  mind  the  arrogance  and  dauntlessness  of  his 
character : — ^be  had  probably  breathed  defiance  to 
Xawer/s  associates,  and  been  laid  low  in  requital 
of  his  aristocratic  Quixotism. 

The  old  man  instantly  determined  to  betake 
himself  to  Lubionki*  Juliusz  was  already  under 
good  guidance  and  with  fair  prospects;  and  it 
was  Konstanty  who  now  possessed  the  most  press- 
ing claim  on  his  paternal  aid ; — ^the  handsome, 
brilliant,  prosperous,  successful,  —  but  ayenger- 
sought  and  guilty  Konstanty! — 
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He  dared  no  longer  persevere  in  his  applica- 
tion to  the  Grodski  for  means  of  search* 
ing  and  scouring  the  Puszcza;  for  the  safety  of 
Juliusz  might  be  implicated  in  the  detection  of 
the  offenders.  But  if  the  Zydowka's  dedaration 
concerning  the  renewal  of  his  illicit  connection 
with  the  daughter  of  the  W^larz  were  to  be 
relied  on,  the  young  man  might  perhaps  be  con- 
cealed in  some  retreat  known  only  to  Dosha,  in 
the  vicmity  of  the  Jama.  Felinski  trusted  to 
his  own  activity  and  patience  to  obtain  a  clue  to 
the  mastery. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 


A  grieriog  paimt  and  a  tender  mind. 
Timid  and  wdenV-teiider  and  refin'd,^ 
Tliete,  all  with  mighty  force,  the  yonth  anaU'd 
IW  hin  MMd  fUnted»  and  hit  leaion  Med. 

CjuaMM* 


Thb  BatiBfiBUStion  arising  to  Felinaki  from  the 
improvment  wrought  hj  the  skill  of  the  Jesuit 
in  the  condition  of  his  yonnger  son  was  not, 
however,  followed  np  hy  sacoess  or  prospect  of 
saccesB,  in  penetrating  die  mysterions  cause  of 
Konstaat/s  absence.  It  was  in  vain  that  the 
Zyddwka  and  the  herdsman  were  confronted  in 
the  hall  of  the  Ratusz;  —  it  was  m  vain  that 
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the  farmer  obtained  an  interview  with  Xawery, 
— and  even  hazarded  a  second  meeting  wi A  the 
W^larz  and  his  ferocious  sons. — 

Would  we  did  indeed  know/'  said  they, 
the  lurking  place  of  the  Dworaeaek  I — ^not  kmg 
should  he  cumber  the  earth,  which  few  us  and 
our  household  he  hath  planted  with  thorns  for 


evermore/' 


Even  the  counsels  of  Father  Joachim  were, 
for  once,  vacillating  and  inoonsist^t.  The  Je- 
suit's eagerness  to  conceal  the  captivity  of  Do- 
roska,  —  his  apprehension  that  the  absence  of 
Konstanty  was,  in  some  way  or  other,  connected 
with  the  secrets  of  Lubionki,  —  all  tended  to 
perplex  his  view  of  the  subject ;  and,  although, 
at  his  instigation,  a  letter  was  despatched  to 
Captain  Felinski  at  the  head  quarters  of  his 
regiment,  days  passed  away,  and  no  answer 
was  returned!  —  Mea,nwhile  one  palliating  dr* 
cunistance  afforded  alleviation  to  the  household 
sorrows  of  the  farmer  of  LuUowicz.  Michael- 
okski,  with  whom,  for  many  years  past,  his  an- 
cient friendship  and  neighbourship  h|Ml  been  de- 
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dining,  laying  aside  erery  paltry  fading  of  enTy 
or  jealousy,  the  source  of  their  misunderstanding 
came  nobly  forward  to  his  aid  and  solace.  The 
master  of  Wraniczko  seemed  to  lose  sight  of  his 
own  cares  and  concerns  in  compassion  for  the 
perplexities  of  the  father  of  Konstanty  and 
Jalinss. 

If  the  truth  must  be  owned,  the  eyes  of  Mi- 
neczka*B  &ther  had  been  considerably  enlightened 
to  the  state  of  his  family  affairs  by  the  recent  crisis. 
The  confessions  of  Blazek  and  Szatzka, — ^the  nn- 
disgnised  anguish  of  Iiis  daughter, — ^the  remem- 
brance of  all  that  had  passed  between  himself  and 
Konstanty  on  ocoacdon  of  the  young  man's  last 
visit  to  Wiraniczko,  produced  a  suspidon  in  his 
mind  that  the  young  soldier  had  disguised  him* 
self  for  his  Tint  to  the  forest,  in  the  view  of 
obtaining  a  secret  interview  with  the  object  of 
his  affections.  It  remained  to  dedde  by  what 
enemy  or  opponent  his  course  had  been  so  nn- 
fortnnatdy  intercepted. 

For   a  moment,   Michaelokski*s   misgivings 
glanced  towards   Nepomucen.     But  there  was 
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something  in  the  uncouth  ingenuouBuess  of  the 
lad  that  seemed  a  sufficient  aeeority  against  any 
mal-practices  on  his  part  or  insligatkm. 

**  I  jealous  of  Minecska  7  "  —  cried  he, 
on.  Michaielokski's  aocusaU  '*  /  derise  harm 
against  the  painted  butterfly  soldier? — Chrystns 
and  St.  J6zef,  forbid !  —  I  have  tilted  at  Inin,  I 
own,  ere  now  in  the  way  of  a  jest ;  but  never 
believe  me  if  even  Traszlach  my  dog  would  not 
scorn  to  take  advantage  of  such  a  poor  flimsy 
fluttering! — Moreover,  and  between  our  trusty 
selves,  fiulier-in-law  mine  that  is  to  be,  —  never 
believe  me  but  I  am  weary  of  being  twitted  at 
wake  and  fair, — church  and  market,  -^  Ratuaz 
and  Karcsma,<^ — that  I  am  fain  to  have  a  wife  who 
makes  open  disparagement  of  my  parts: — and 

father  and  I  ate,  of  opinion  that  if  it  suit  you  or 
the  young  lady  to  break  seal  of  covenant  on  the 

matter,  the  Panienka  would  be  happier  as  the 
bride  of  my  friend  Juliusz  Felinski ;  while  I^ *' 


''  While  thou,''  exclaimed  Michaelokski  coop 
temptuouslyi  but  rejoicing  at  the  unexpected 
oflf^r ;   **  thou  wouldst  as  willingly  place  at  the 
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head  of  ibj  honfiAold  lioard,  Agatka,  the  ewine- 
herdesB  of  Ootrommptoech  V 

''Not  so,  good  neighbonr  of  Wraniczko," 
cried  Nepemuk,  sticking  his  thumb  self-impor- 
iaBdy  ia  the  pas  of  his  kontuss.  ''  Jfy  kaFtibella 
wonkL  make,  as  ill  a  swine-goad  as  thine  own ; 
nor  are  either  Traszlach  or  I  so  hard  to  seek  for 
a  mistress,  but  we  may  come  yet  to  matdi  with 
the  Aristocracya.  Thei«  is  choice  of  brides  by 
the  hearA  of  the  worshipfiil  Grodski ;  and  when 
I  have  feted  my  &n<7  on  one  of  his  three  daugh- 
ten,  the  odier  two.  Pan  Sdacbcic,  may  remain  for 
thysdf  to  chose  from*" 

This  sally,  and  the  onoonth  wilfulness  of  old 
Pttlaidd  and  his  son,-  were  not  without  effect  in 
inspiring  the  &rmer^  with  a  more  earnest  desire 
for  tidings  of  the  gallant  captain;  and  in  softening 
his  heart  towards  the  distress  of  Mineczka. 

**  There  is  but  one  measure  to  take^"  said  ha^ 
on  his  next  visit  to  Lublowicz ;  (where  the  pale 
cheeks  of  the  enfeebled  Juliusz  grew  to  a  still 
more  ashen  paleness  while  Michaelokdd  de^ 
scribed  to  the  fiither  the  wretchedness  of  his  girl.) 
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<' Visit  the  CzartoryBkian  camp ;  and  if  KoiiBtanty 
still  remains  absent  from  head-quarters,  obtain  a 
warrant  of  imprisonment  against  the  W^lanee, — 
Szmuhl  and  his  family, — and  any  other  person 
implicated  in  the  affair.  But  my  good  neighbonr 
is  too  much  troubled  in  mind  to  act  with  forecast 
and  discretion.  Julius2  is  hourly  recoyering ;  yon 
are  well  able  to  Itove  home :  and  I,  with  your 
good  pleasure,  will  bear  you  company." 

Father  Joachim,  who  was  cunningly  watching 
the  proceedings  of  all  parties,  warmly  seconded 
the  plan.  He  was  eager  to  get  the  two  parents 
out  of  the  way ;  in  hopes  that  their  absence  might 
advance  his  (aTOurite  design  of  uniting  Juliusz 
with  Mineczka,  —  enable  him  to  veoover  his 
influence  over  die  mind  of  his  former  pupil, — 
attach  him  anew  to  the  Confederadoni — and  by 
rendering  him  acquainted  with  Konstanty's  dis- 
covery of  the  secret  vaults  and  Doska's  captivity, 
(which,  during  the  critical  illness  of  Juliusz  he 
had  been  careful  to  conceal,)  afford  a  certain 
clue  to  his  brother's  place  d  refuge. 

'^  I/Ct  us  go  then,  my  kind  and  considerate 
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friend  !**  cried  old  Felinski,  laying  his  cold  and 
trembling  hand  on  thatof  his  neighbonr.  ^^These 
things  are  too  mach  ior  raj  coorage.  The  world 
goes  haxd  with  my  gr^  hairs : — but  I  will  seek 
my  son,  or  means  of  vengisance  upon  diose  by 
whom  his  yonng  Uood  hath  been  spilled." 

On  the  following  morning  accordingly  they 
set.  forth  npon  their  journey.  The  Ekonoms  of 
the  estates  of  Lnblowicz  and  Wraniczko,  under- 
took the  diligent  performance  of  their  duties 
during  their  absence;  and  the  two  Mazurkan 
&nners  quitted  their  several  homes  to  meet 
at  Lttbloyqt  on  their  way  to  Warsaw,  intent  only 
upon  the  interests  to  be  pursued  on  the  spot  to 
which  they  were  hastening ;  and  totally  unsuspi- 
cious of  the  mighty  chain  of  events,  by  which  their 
properties,  their  homes — ^their  households, — ^were 
trebly  enyironed. 

*^  If  my  brother  yet  liye,  he  must  soon  be 
heard  of; — if  he  be  no  more,  trust  to  your  son 
to  revenge  him,"  said  Juliusz,  as  his  father 
fell  in  a  parting  embrace  upon  his  neck. — And 
Felinski,  whose  heart  was  too  fiill  for  words,  had 
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quitted  the  house  and  was  about  to  mount  his 
horse,  when  a  sadden  presentiniait  OTeroasM  his 
fortitude; — and  retracing  his  steps,  he  returned 
to  the  hall — and  again, — ^tenderly, — dingin^y, 

—  daspingly, — folded  his  faTOurite  child  to  his 

bosom! — 

*'  My  father !  *'  sobbed  Jultuss,  OTaacome  by 
the  old  man's  emotion;  '*  I  am  well; — my 
strength  strengthens  daily,  —  hourly.  Nay,  so 
well  and  so  strong  am  I,  that  if  thou  tarrieit 
long  in  thine  errand,  I  shall  take  courageaiid 
go  forth  to  meet  thee  by  the  way." 

**  Not  so,  steipKng ! "  muttered  Father  Joa* 
Chim  between  his  teeth,  who  was  present  at  this 
touching  adita,  ^*  1  have  work  for  diee  here."---* 
And  while  Juliusz  stood  watching  the  last 
glimpse  of  dkat  rerered  parent  whom  alas  he 
was  to  behold  no  more,  the  Jesuit  was  already 
projecting  by  what  means  and  method  he  could 
most  readily  bring  about  a  meeting  between  his 
pupil  and  Mineczka  Michaelokska. — 

But  another  indiridual  had  already  pledged 
himself  to  secure  the  interriew.     Nepmnucen 
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who,  troBk  tbe  lucklew  aight  of  his  ezplaiiation 
with  the  Jesuit,  had  devoted  himself  to  serve 
the  interests  of  her  supposed  attachmoit  to  Ju* 
liusz,  was  the  first  to  visit  Wnuiczko  with  tidings 
of  his  amended  health ;  and  she  had  already 
daimed  his  aid  to  further  her  earnest  desire  of 

visiting  LuMowicz. 

*<  Never  believe  me  if  I  hold  it  altogether 
a  decorbus  and  maidenly  thing/*  thought  Nep— 
as  he  betook  himself  homeward,  in  order  to 
eajole  his  old  mother  out  of  the  use  of  a 
vehicle  to  drive  Mmeczka  through  the  forest, 
*^  for  the  Vanienka  during  her  fivther's  absence  to 
be  BO  set  on  a  meeting  with  her  sweetheart  as 
to  invade,  uninvited,  his  very  dwelling;  and  I 
begin  to  rejcace  having  escaped  wedlock  with  so 
skittish  a  commodity.  But  who  could  help  lov- 
ing Julius^?  —  (even  Traszlach  scarce  makes 
difference  of  fevour  'twixt  me  and  him  1 ) — and 
who,  (loving  him),  could  refrain  firom  visiting 
and  comforting  him  now  that  he  is  feeble  with 
sickness,  and  crossed  with  care?  —  The  girl 
shail  to  Lublowics :  ~  that,  marry,  shall  she ;   if 
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Niemczyk  himself  should  arise  and  cross  our 
path." 

V 

JuIIbss  Felinski  was  indeed  an  object  de» 
serving  compassion.  Two  divinities  had  he 
served  with  all  that  fervour  of  youth's  idolatry 
which  rendered  up  the  twin  impulses  of  his  soul 

to  love  of  the  father-land  and  her  whom  he 
esteemed  its  fiurest  maiden.  But  Poland  was 
already  Styx-bound,  like  the  bride  of  Orpheus,  in 
the  fetters  of  her  powerful  aristocracy ; — and  the 
daughter  of  Michaelokski  avowedly*  devoted  to 
another: — and  who  but  Juliusz — &e  child  of 
enthusiasm,  —  would  have  persisted  in  his  hope 
and  level — Instigated  by  the  representations  rf 
the  Jesuit,  his  preceptor,  he  had  turned  to  the 
Confederation  of  the  Holy  Cross  as  to  the  mom* 
ing-star  of  a  new  day  ;-^and  instigated  by  a  still 
more  potent  monitor^ — (even  the  touch  of  nature 
in  his  heart)  dung  to  his  affection  for  Minecaka 
as  though  so  pure,  so  fond,  so  nndeviating  a 
love  could  not  fiul»  by  the  mer^  reflection  of  its 
fervour,  to  beget  love  in  return. 

He  was  now  undeceived.     The   prompitude 
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and  fixmneas  ^zeroMed  by  his  hiker  in  diflBolT- 
ing  his  confederacy  wiA  the  Lnbionkians,  had 
withdrawn  .him  from  the  bright:  path  of  Honour 
to  which  he  would  hare  deroted  himself;  and 
Konstanlyls  recent  declaration  of  an  intention  to 

reward  with  his  daiiity  hand  the  fond  devotion 
of  Mineczka.,  had  withered  np  the  feeble,  flow* 
era  of  hope  springing  in  the  sonless  obscurity 
of  his  heart.  He  had  been  derided  for  lack  of 
eneigy  by  the  w^larze, — he  had  been  driyen 
like  an  alien  from  the  door  of  Michaelokski ; 
and  the  fire  of.  indignation  homing  in  his  breast^ 
and  the  icy  chill  of  despair  benambing  his  soul^ 
instead  of  stimulating  him  to  some  desperate 
actioDy  had  overcome,  in  their  fearful  contest, 
the  energies  of  his  physical  strength.  The  enthu- 
siastic and  excited  spirit  of  the  young  scholar 
had  o'er-informed  its  tenement  of  clay;  and  at 
the  moment  of  Konstanty's  departure,— at  the 
moment  when  Father  Dionysius  was  bearing  th6 

eriflamme  of  redemption  from  hamlet  to  hamlet, 
from  town  to  town,--at  the  moment  the  Confede- 
rates, armed  for  the  day  of  strife, — the  day  of 

TOL.  II.  F 
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retribution,  —  were  waiting  <Mdy  the  signal  of 
the  beacon -fires  to  take  the  field,— «nnite  with 
the  fraternities  of  the  north  and  die  south,  and, 
having  possessed  themselves  of  the  strong  poets 
of  the  two  neighbouring  forests,  to  despatch  a 

deputation  of  remonstrance  to  die  Senate, — 
Juliusz— Juliusz  was  lying  senseless  on  a  bed  of 
sickness. — 

•But  although  even  Kataraynka,  a  doctress  of 
some  account  among  the  Kmied  of  the  estate, 
was  obliged  to  confess  that  the  medicaments  of 
Father  Joachim  acted  like  a  charm  upon  the 
sufferer,  they  had  not  yet  restored  elasticity  to  his 
steps,  or  peace  to  his  bosom.  At  aU  times  pale 
and  taciturn,  Juliusz  Felinski  was  now  wan  and 
silent  as  a  spectre.  Above  the  middle  height, 
and  shaped  with  a  perfection  of  symmetry  im- 
proved by  the  athletic  exercises  ta  which  he  had 
been  habituated  from  his  childhood,  the  large 
languid  hazel  eyes  and  auburn  hair  of  the  youth- 
ful conspirator  derived  no  enhancement  from 
the  vivid  hues  of  health,  unless,  when  in  some 
crisis  of  excitement,    a  dark  crimson    spot  of 
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fev«r*fliish  Immed  on  kis  cheek,  imparting  wild 
and  terrifl<?  beauty  io  bis  finel7<4du8^6d  featorea. 
•^The  idol  of  Felinski'a  age, — iiut  xwxnniaing 
acholar  of  tbe  Jedniti, — the  darling  <rf  the  pea- 
santiy  of  LaUowiea,— the'  yoongeat,  yet  moat 
prixedy  of  the  Confederates  of  Lnbionki, — although 
whdly  deficient  in  the  briUiancy  and  shewy 
accomplishments  of  the  Pnlawyan  page, — was 
richly  endowed  with  those  glorious  character- 
istica  of  inteUeotttal  superiority  which  denote 
the  predominance  of  the  spiritoal  over  the  mor- 
tal particlea  of  hmnan  nature.  •  No  person  but 
would  have  singled  him  forth  fhnn  the  crowd 
as  one  bom  to  distinction, — as  one  destined  to 
strive  or  periiaj^  sufer  mightily  in  behalf  of 
his  fellow  creatutes. — ^The  stamp  of  Almighty 
&TOor  wae  npon  him ! — 

And  nerer  had  this  impress  been  stronger 
than  now ;— now,  that  he  had  risen  from  a  bed 
of  death  to  a  life  of  despair;-^the  hopes  of  his 
affection  blighted, — the  ardour  of  his  patriotism 
paralysed! — 

''This  cannot  last,''  faltered  he  to  himself, 

F  2 
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on  the  eyening  of  the  day  the  two  fathers  quitted 
LublowicZy  and  he  waa  left  alone  in  his  desolate 
home.  —  "So  soon  as  Heaven  puts  strength 
into  my  arm  I  will  go  forth,— labour  in  the 
vineyard, — and  perish  at  my  post.     My  pledge 

a 

of  renunciation  reaches  only  to  the  Confederates 
of  Lubionki;  and  when  my  father's  misgiv- 
ings are  assuaged  by  finding  as  he  ^rely  will, 
my  brother  executing  his  wretched  duties  in 
the  camp  of  the  enemies  of  the  people, — /  will 
away  to  Grodno. — Father  Joachim*s  avouch- 
ment  will  procure  me  sanction  from  the  Captain- 
General  in  Lithuania  : — I  will  gird  on  my  sword 
in  right  earnest; — and  follow,  or,  it  may  be, 
lead^  the  Heaven -hallowed  phalanxes  of  the 
Brethren  of  the  Holy  Cross  where  the  hardest 
struggle  of  their  destinies  demands  the  widest 
outpouring  of  blood. — ^And  should  my  dying  eyes 
close  on  the  regenerated  fortunes  of  Poland, — 

should  I  at  least  survive  to  see  the  glorious 
company  of  her  equalized  children  unite  to  rear 
anew  the  banner  of  the  White  Eagle,  and  form 
a  rampart  of  defence  against  the  incursions  of 
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PrnSB  or  Muacovite, — ^T&tar  or  Suabian, — then, 
oh!  dien,  would  a  happier  destiny  await  my 
dying  hour  than  years  of  lingering  life  could 
realize! — So  let  me  die,  O!  God, — so  let  me 
die ;  and  my  fond  father  in  the  redemption  of 
hia  natiye   land   would  find   atonement  for  the 

loss  of  Juliusz.  Yes! — even  my  brother's  bride 
might  wear  the  tokens  of  sorrow  for  ray  memory, 
and  say,  'Although  I  loved  him  not, — ^he  died  for 
his  country!"' 

Even  while  he  breathed  this  silent  aspiration 
its  unoonsciotts  object  stood  beside  him.  Pro- 
fiting by  Nepomucen's  kindly  aid  to  escape 
from  Wraniczko,  (careless  of  the  interpretation 
such  a  measure  might  receive  from  the  ma- 
lice of  the  Grodski*s  maiden-daughters  or  old 
Pulafski,)  Mineczka  was  come  to  seek  commu- 
nion with  the  only  living  being  from  whom  she 
could  derive  comfort  in  her  afflictions  !^ — 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 


I  nw  the  deseending  beuity  wbom  I  Untd 
Honoaring  mj  threshold  with  her  itep,  and  ddgniiig 
To  smOe  on  one  whom  aD  the  worU  >bnadonc4. 
Once  I  had  been  her  lorer !    How  tinoere 
It  fits  me  not  to  say. 

Tke  Fmkom.    BdMUr  Cornwall. 


"JuLiTJSZ,  —  dear  JqUiibz!  —  my  finend, — n^ 
brother !  ^ — ^faltered  Mineczka :  and  Jnliiuz  tamed 
Bhudderingly  from  the  casement  through  which 
he  was  gazing  on  the  evening  sky,  as  that  last 
epithet  greeted  his  ear.  Bat  when  he  looked 
apon  the  face  of  Michaelokski's  daaghter,  every 
resentful  passion  was  calmed  in  a  moment. — 
Her  features  were  tinctured  with  deathly  white- 
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nes6,  saye  where  the  swollen  lids  assumed  a 
leaden  hue;  her  lips  were  parched  and  black- 
ened by  feyer; — her  beauty  gone, — her  spirit 
darkened  to  a  shadow. 

<^And  hast  thou,  indeed,  suffered  thus?*'  cried 
the  horror-struck  Juliusz.  «*  I  thought  my  own 
afflictions  heayy ; — but  thou  r — 

**Can'st  thou  wonder?"  she  replied,  "when 
there  is  cause  to  fear  that,  in  his  wilfulness  to 
yisit  Wraniczko, — to  visit  me, — ^he  fell  into  the 
hands  of  violent  men?" — 

"Believe  it  not,  Mineczka,"  replied  young 
Felinski ;  "  fear  not,  for  any  threatened  evil,  that 

Konstanty  has  come  to  wrong.  I  know  him, 
—  I  know  his  recklessness,  and  the  wildness 
of  his  courses,  and  not  a  tear  have  I  shed  for 
my  brother ;  for  assured  am  I,  even  as  I  now 
stand  beside  thee,  that  he  is  safe, — ^well ;  — 
that  his  adventure  hath  been  one  of  sportful- 
ness — that,  that  even  now,  he  sits « laughing 
among  his  gay  comrades  at  the  anxiety  he  has 
occasioned." 

"Unjust, — ^ungenerous, — envious!"  cried  Mi- 
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neczka,  drawing  away  from  him.  «  Didst  thou 
not  sorely  know  Konstanty  in  his  grave,  thou 
wouldst  not  dare  malign  him  thosr — 

Juliusz  started ;  and,  for  a  moment,  a  hectic 
spot  burned  fiercely  on  his  cheek. 

"  When  I  shall  be  in  mine,  Mineczka,"  he 
replied,  '*thou  wilt  repent  these  aspersions.  I 
have  not  long  to  tax  thy  forbearance.  Thou, 
dearest,  and  he  thou  lorest,  wilt  dwell  within  these 
walls  with  children  and  children's  children 
climbing  your  knees,  when  the  worm  has  gnawn 
its  way  to  this  heart,  where  anguish  worketh  now 
a  work  as  deadly.  Mineczka!  I  say  unto  thes 
again, — I  have  not  long  to  bide  with  thee.  I  have 
borne  patiently  with  thine  alienation,— do  not, — 
do  not  further  tax  my  fortitude  with  thy  dis- 
dain/'— 

Her  heart,  which  had  been  swelling  within 
her,  first  with  the  consciousness  of  her  own  pe- 
tulance and  lastly  with  the  pain  of  his  reproyal, 
now  overflowed ;  and  with  a  burst  of  tears,  she 
flung  herself  upon  the  bosom  of  her  early  play- 
mate and  sobbed  aloud. — 
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«*Fofgiw  me,  —  forgive  meT — faltered  Ju- 
liuflz,  not  trusting  himself  to  enfold  her  in  his 
embrace.  *'  Selfish  in  my  sorrow,  I  forget  th^ 
thou  too  art  a  sofferer. — But  what  hast  thou 
ta  fear  or  to  bewail? — Thou  lovest,  art  be- 
loved !  —  Unperplexed  by  knowledge  of  the  evil 
.fortunes  of  thy  country, — ^young, — ^fair, — ^health- 
ful,— ^prosperous,  —  canst  thou  suppose  the  des- 
tinies so  ruthless  as  to  snap  the  thread  of  My 
-bright  existence  or  of  lus  who  is  so  dear  to  thee, 
while  the  broken-hearted  and  despairing  sue  in 
vain  for  death  t** — 

**  Juliusz,"  said  Michaelokski's  daughter,  ex- 
tricating herself  from  his  arms,  and  throwing 
herself  on  a  chair,  f*  I  came  hither  for  comfort. — 
It  is  no  comfort  to  me,  Juliusz,  my  brother,  to  hear 
thee  make  light  of  my  apprehensions ; — still  less, 
that,  thou  shouldst  raise  in  my  heart,  on  thy  own 
behalf,  the  terrors  thou  wouldst  extinguish  on 
Konstanty's. — ^Thou  hast  been  ill: — thy  face  is 
pale,  r- thy  looks  are  haggard, — thy  hands  icy 
cold, — thy. step  tremulous. — But  these  are  tokens 
of  despondency  rather  than  mortal  sickness.    Fa- 

p6 
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ther  Jotdiim  pronuses  that  the  free  air  of  the 
fields  and  quietude  of  mind  will  quickly  fesiore 
Ihee.    WherefiHre  ihea  affect  such  gloomy  preMn- 

tiilients  ?**— 

'*  I  feel  them  no  longer,  now  that  thoa  art 

here,  and  speaking  gently,  and  looking  kindly 

upon  me/'  said  JnlinsE,  gazing  raptoroosly  upon 
the  beloved  face  which,  now  that  the  riding  hood 

had  fidlen  back  on  her  ahouldeiB,  was  folly 
displayed.  "  But  when  absent  from  thee.  Mi- 
necxka,  I  b^^  to  know  how  dark  will  be  my  for- 
tune, how  desolate  my  heart — soon — soon — ^when 
the  TOWS  of  the  altar  shall  be  bet?reen  ns,  and 
I  mnst  think  of  thee  no  more! —  For  years  past 
thine  image  has  been  to  my  mind  like  an  ema- 
nation of  divme  hope; — thai  lost, — ^why  should 
I  live,— why  stni^le  with  the  waves  and  the 
darkness,  which  no  day-spring  can  ever  illumi- 
nate ?" 

«« Ahis !  how  can  I  answer  this  V*  cried  Mi- 
neczka,  wringing  her  hands.  "1  know  that 
I  should  say  *  Cheer  thee,  Julius»-Julius8  be 
happy !'— But  I  cannot.— The  words  cleave  to  my 
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lips.  It  is  not  for  me  to  doubt  or  disparage  tbe 
infiiieiice  of  withered  aflections;  There  is  a  tone 
of  hopelessness!  in 'thy  voice  which  has  also  been 
in  mine ; — ^there  is  a  ghastly  hue  upon  thy  fiu% 
which  I  have  long  beheld  upon  my  own. — ^Ju- 
linsz! — why  is  all  this? — ^we  «re  young  and  inno- 
cent,— ^why  are  we  thus  hardly  visited?  —  It  is 
the  appointed  destiny  of  man  to  suffer ; — ^but  few 
suffer  as  v>e  are  suffering ! — Pray  with  me  that 
there  may  be  an  end  to  it; — ^for  alas!  I  have 
ceased  to  look  for  other  solace." — 

*'  But  should  our  fethers  bring  back  good 
tidings  to  thee  —  should  Konstanty  return,  (as 
he  surely  will)  what  wilt  thou  say,  Mineczka, 
when  I  remind  thee  of  thy  needless  despair? — 
Wilt  thou  not  smile,  then,  dearest,  when  fliy 
brother's  lips  are  on  thy  cheek,  and  his  plighted 
hand  in  thine  own  ?" — 

"I  shall  not!"* — ^replied  Mineczka,  firmly; 
'*  for  I  shall  know  that  Juliusz  is  still  unhappy." — 

^' Could  I  believe  that  word!"  said  Juliusz, 
slowly  api^oaching  her,  and  taking  both  her 
hands  in   his   hands,   as   he    stood  mournfully 
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contemplating  her  beauty : — ^*  Could  I,  dare  I, 
believe  that,  in  thy  day  of  happiness,  Julinsz 
the  lover  would  be  forgotten,  and  Juliusz  the 
friend  freshly  remembered, — ^then  indeed  were  I 
well  content  to  die." — 

"  Cold-hearted  vain  and  selfish  are  those  who 
resign  themselves  to  such  contentment!**  cried 
Mineczka;  and  the  energy  of  her  words  and 
voice  contrasted  strangely  with  the  inexpressive 
dinmess  of  her  eyes, — ^the  immobility  of  her  fear 
tures : — ^nay,  even  the  raven  braids  of  her  hair 
seemed  hanging  deathlike  on  either  side  her  pale 
face.  ^*  The  boor,  as  he  expires  upon  his  straw- 
pallet,  stretches  out  his  hand  caressingly  to  the 
dog  who  has  been  the  companion  of  his  weary 
life,  and  yearns  to  tarry  with  the  beast  that  loves 
him.  The  old  man, — ^whose  step  is  feeble, — ^whose 
sight  dim, — whose  hearing  deadened, — even  he 
shrinks  from  the  darkness  of  the  grave,  while  he 
can  catch  at  intervals  the  sound  and  the  shadow 
of  his  grandchildren  at  play  in  the  sunshine.  But 
that  thou,  Juliusz ! — ^thou,  whose  sight  is  as  the 
eagle  to  look  upon  the  ftces  of  those  who  love 
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thee ;  — thou,  whofw  eare  fipom  thy  ywih  upvMd 
hare  been  gratted  only  by  aceentB  of  tendemeM; 
the  load— foikd  tendeniefls  of  thy  fiilber,  the 
faithfnl  eeiriee  of  thy  people ;— that  thou,  in  the 
selfishness  of  thy  sorrow,  should'st  desire  to  go 
down  to  the  grave,  — ^^is  as  the  feebleness  of  the 
egotist  and  the  worldling/' 

"Speak  op — '*  murmured  Juliusz  in  a  low 
whisper  of  intense  passion,  fixing  his  eyes  upon 
her,  as  though  to  impress  more  forcibly  on  his 
soul  every  look,  every  gesture,  every  lineament  of 
her  beauty^— '^  for  ihy  voiee  has  a  spell  for  my 

trouble  r— 

**  I  say  again, "  replied  Miehaelokski's 
daughter,  rairing  her  eyes  reproachfully  to  his, 
**  thou  courtest  death  only  to  escape  those  tran- 
sient 8u£fering8  which  manly  courage  should  sur- 
mount."— 

Juliusz  waved  his  head — 
"  What  else  then  Y'  cried  Mineczka. — 
"  All  else !"  said  the  young  man,  still  detain* 
ing  her  hands,  and  gazing  stedfieistly  upon  her. — 
'*  Rememberest  thou  not,  dearest,  the  death-plaint 
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of  Thekla,   as  I  have  interpreted  to  thee  that 
moamfiil  German  verse? — 

<Da  Heilige  f^Rnfe  dein  Rind  snruck  ?^ 

Ich  habe  ^nossen  das  irrduche  Oliick, — 

Ich  habe  gelebt  und  geliebet  V  " 

^*  Nay,  but  thou  hast  not  loved!'*  she  replied, 
speaking  low  and  looking  from  him,  as  fearful  to 
trace  resentment  in  his  countenance.  *'  Love  is 
not  love,  unless  sigh  be  rendered  back  for  sigh." 

*' Thou  saidst  not  always  so!"  faltered  Juliusz, 
reverting  to  the  period  when,  still  doubtful  of 
Konstanty's  affection,  he  had  been  on  terms  of 
happier  confidence  with  Mineczka. 

**  I  would  say  that" — 

"Say  nothing  which  breeds  contention  between 
us !"  cried  Juliusz.  ^*  I  know, — for  despair  has 
a  wisdom  of  its  own, — ^that  nought  is  left  for 
me  on  earth.  My  country  is  about  to  become 
the  prey  of  barbarians, — my  chosen  wife,  the 
wife  of  another. — ^Why  should  I  live  on,  to  be- 
hold the  foot  of  the  Kalmuck  upon  the  fair  fields 
of  Mazowsze ! — I  go  hence  with  the  image  of  thy 
brightness  glowing  in  my  mind.  Why  linger  on 
to  see  the  cares  of  life  plant  silver  amid  those 
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tama  trease*,-— hoU»«»  in  thow  rounded  dieeks, 
—  embittering  the  BweetjMflB  ot  thy  Toiee,  uid 
rendering  thy  buoyant  footsteps  heavy  and  hope- 

leas?"— 

Mineczka  Btroye  to  extricate  her  hands  from 

his.  She  felt  that  she  was  not  a  guest  under  the 
roof  of  Konstanty  to  hear  praises  of  her  beauty 
from  his.  brother. 

«  Grudge  me  not  this  shwr^-this  last  interval 
of  happiness  I"  cried  Juliusz :  «'  it  may  be  that  wo 
Bhall  meet  no  more  on  earth— and  surely— surely, 
never  free  and  unwatched  as  now." 

«« Juliusz-Jnliuszt-Panna  Minecdta!"  cried  ' 

Nepomucen,  thrusting  in  his  uncouth  visage 
itoough  the  open  casement.  «  Never  believe  me 
but  here  is  the  Priest  Joachim  alighting  from  h» 
mule  in  the  stables.  I  am  a  lost  man,-«nd  you 
are  lost  men ;  for  he  wiU  away  and  let  my  mother 
know  to  what  end  I  made  free  with—" 

"  Peace,  peace,  Pulafeki !"  repUed  JuUuSz, 
leading  his  trembling  companion  to  a  seat. 
..  Father  Joachim  is  our  friend.  We  have  no- 
thing to  fear." — 


1 1 2  THS  <30NFEIXERATE8 

And  as  he  spoke,  the  door  was  flong  open, 
and  the  Jesuit  appeared;  —  but  not  as  he  had 
ever  before  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  his  young 
disciples.  His  demeanour,  usuallj  governed  with 
the  severest  discretion,  was  impetaous,  restless, 
hurried;— the  spirit  of  excited  energy  burnt  in 
his  eyes; — and  determination  and  desperation  com- 
pressed his  lips. — ^Instead  of  expressing,  as  Mi- 
neczka  had  anticipated,  surprise  and  approval  on 
finding  her  the  companion  of  one  whom  he  had  so 
often  and  warmly  commended  to  her  favour,  Father 

Joachim  advanced  hastily  towards  her,  and  vouch- 
JBafing  only  a  fervent,  but  hurried,  benediction, 

entreated  she  would  betake  herself  to  the  care  of 
the  good  Katarzynka,  while  he  communed  apart 
with  his  neophyte. — 

**  No ! "  replied  Michaelokski's  daughter,  re- 
seating herself  and  crossing  her  hands  upon  her 
knee. — **  I  will  not  go. — ^Ye  have  news  of  Kon- 
stanty : — I  will  not  quit  the  chamber.*' — 

'*  Maiden!'*  said  the  priest  assuming, a  look 
of  severity, — **  this  obstinacy  and  its  origin  are 
alike  unbecoming.    But  since  thou  willst  it  so, — 


OF  LUBIOKKI.  113 

remaml  —  That  which  I  have  aow  to  tpeak, 
tfaoi^h  long  gniupded  from  all  eyes  saye  those 
of  the  Almighty  and  his  chosen  ones, — (lest  per- 
adyentiue  a  bird  of  the  air  should  convey  the 
secret  into  the  chamber  of  the  king),  —  will 
soon  roll  as  a  thnnder-doud  over  the  land.  No 
more  secrecy, — ^no  farther  caution ! — It  shall  be 
shouted  in  the  hearing  of  the  Senate — ^in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  Republic — ^that  the  fiat  of  the  Holy 
Catholic  Church  is  paramount  in  Poland ; — that 
the  land  shall  be  henceforth  governed  by  one  sole 
human  law, — one  only  creed  divine; — that  thd 
Almighty  commits  its  destinies  to  the  hands  of  his 
Vicar  the  Pope  and  that  Vicar's  chosen  servant, 
the  king ; — beneath  whose  delegated  sceptre,  the 
PsoPLE, — ^without  distinction  of  rank, — shall  en« 
joy  even  justice,— equal:  Freedom  !" — 

'*  Has  aught  occurred** —  exclaimed  Juliusz, 
warming,  though  startled  at  the  Jesuit's  almost 
frantic  fervour, — ^*  to  change  or  enlarge  the  pro»- 
spects  of  the  Confederation?' 

'*  Only  that  the  appointed  hour  is  come  l** 
replied  the  Jesuit.    **  The  mission  of  the  good 
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Brother  Dionysiua  is  fully  accomplished.  The 
people  congregate  by  thousands  and  tens  of 
thousands.  The  Lubionkians  (roused  by  tidings 
that  the  hand  of  justice  is  upon  the  dwelling  of 
Szmuhl  the  Jew,)  have  hastiined  to  appropriate 
the  arms  therein  deposited : — and  happily, —  for 
Keyserling  has  obtained  promise  of  immediate 
succours  from  the  Czarina.  The  blow  must  be 
struck  immediately,  or  it  will  be  struck  too 
late."— 

^*  What  means  all  this ! "  cried  Mineczka 
trembling, — though  scarcely  aware  against  whom 
or  what,  the  stem  denunciations  of  the  Jesuit 
were  directed. 

*^Hush,  hush,  Panna  Michaelokska!"  mum* 
bled  Nepomuk;  who,  having  followed  Father 
Joachim  into  the  room,  was  now  crouched  down 
beside  her  in  an  attitude  of  docility,  borrowed 
probably  from  his  favourite  Traszlach. — "  Never 
believe  me  if  'tis  a  becoming  thing  for  damsels 
to  meddle  in  matters  of  church  or  state  govern- 
ment !  •'— 

« 

*' Juliusz,  my  son  —  my  fiivourcd  one,— my 
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promiBing  !  ** — cried  the  Jesuit,  obflerving  with 
concem  the  laogaor  still  Tisible  in  the  (ace  and 
figure  of  young  Felinski — **  Behold  the  hour  of 
triumph  is  at  hand,  and  thy  sabre  is  rusting 
in.  the  ^sbe^thj — ^thy  curm  feeble  with  sickness, — 
thy  step  Altering  with,  debilitjr ! " 

'*  Not  so,  fether ! "  replied  the  young  dis- 
ciple, his  cheeks  flushing  with  new  emotion. 
'*  When  Poland  has  a  task  for  her  children, 
their  streqgth  strengthens  to  the  proof.  —  But, 
alas ! — an  oath  is  on  my  soul ! — My  fSeither  has 
exacted  a  saored  promise  that  I  consort  not  again 
with  the  synod  of  Lubionki — '' 

**  And.  thou  hast  given  such  a  pledge  1 "  said 
the  Jesuit  sternly. 

«  Else  had  he  denounced  the  Confederation 
tp  the  tribunal  of  Czerczk !  ** — 

*^  And  shall  a  vpw  extorted  by  intimidation 
prevail  over  ihy  better  judgment?"  cried  the 
priest* 

*'  Is  it  not  written,  *  If  a  man  vow  a  vow 
unto  the  Lord,  or  swear  an  oath  to  bind  his 
soul  with  a  bond,  he  shall  not  break  his  word ; 
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he  shall  do  according  to  all  that  proceedeth 
out  of  his  mouth?'"  said  Juliusz  in  a  low 
voice. 

*'The  laws  of  the  Hebrew  Lawgiver  address 
themselves  to  Szmuhl  the  Zyd !"  cried  Joachim 
contemptuously.  **  The  Son  of  man  who  had 
power  on  earth  to  forgive  sins,  had  also  power 
to  bestow  on  the  anointed  priests,  his  servants, 
a  right  whereby  they  loose  the  chain  of  the 
captive  and  free  the  soul  of  man  from  an  unholy 
oath.  Therefore  Juliusz  ! — I,  even  I — ^thy  spirit- 
ual pastor,  absolve  thee  from  thy  vow/' 

The  young  man  unwillingly  but  involuntarily 
hesitated.  The  sabre  of  his  father  hung  upon 
the  wall  before  him ;  and  the  authority  of  his 
father  was  still  paramount  in  his  mind. 

*^  But  since  thou  art  so  peevish  a  stickler 
for  terms,"  persisted  the  Jesuit,  —  noticing  his 
hesitation,  "  henceforward  be  thy  mind  at  ease* 
It  is  not  the  *  (Confederates  of  Lubionki'  who 
meet  to-morrow  night  in  the  clearing  of  the 
Puszcza.  —  The  associated  Brethren  of  the 
Cross    have    named    that    spot    as    their    ren- 
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dezvoufl ;  and  in  the  name  of  thy  country,  Ju- 
linaz  Felinskiy  I  call  upon  thee  to  come  forth 
and  join  the  ranks  of  her  true  sons; — ^in  the 
name  of  the  Holy  Mother  Church,  to  protect 
her  against  the  machinations  of  Dissidents  and 

heretics.** 

« 

And,  haying  taken  from  his  bosom  a  cru- 
cifix of  ebony  and  silver, — adopted  as  a  symbol 
by  the  League  of  Grodno,  and  accepted  through* 
out  its  various  confraternities,  —  he  stretched 
it  forth  and  smote  upon  the  breast  of  Juliusz, 
as  though  in  enforcement  of  his  adjuration. 

Instantly  submitting  to  the  appeal,  the  young 
hero  kneeled  before  him  and  humbly  kissed  the 
extended  pledge.  **  I  accept  the  call !  **  said  he, 
earnestly ;  —  "  may  the  Almighty  grant  strength 
of  mind  and  body  to  render  my  service  efiectual !" 

**  Juliusz !"  cried  Mineczka»  starting  from  her 
seat,  and  bending  over  him  ere  he  could  arise 
from  his  knee.  **  Is  this  thing  lawfril? — Speak, 
Juliusz !  —  art  thou  not  pledging  thyself  to  some 
blood-seeking  and  fatal  cause  ? — Speak,  Juliusz ! 
— Is  there  not  violence  projected  Y* — 
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"  Panna  Michaelokska !"  exclaimed  Nepomu- 
cen,  striving  to  draw  her  away  by  the  skirt  of  her 
tunic,  "  did  I  not  forewarn  thee  that  plots  and 
conspiracies  were  no  matter  for  a  maiden's  med- 
dling ?  —  Better  lend  thy  aid  to  Katarzynka, 
yonder,  to  knead  her  bapkas  of  Mariemontish 
flour ;  for  never  believe  me  but  the  times ** 

"Juliusz!"  continued  Mineczka,  heedless  of 
his  loutish  inteiTuption,  '^  in  the  book  of  divine 
law  it  is  written,  *  Burning  for  burning — ^wound 
for  wound — stripe  for  stripe !' — Provoke  not,  oh  ! 
my  brother,  the  judgments  of  thy  God !" — 

"  Out  of  thy  own  mouth,  maiden,  do  I  con- 
demn thee  !"  cried  Father  Joachim, — amazed  at 
her  opposition,  as  a  shepherd,  were  a  lamb  of 
his  flock  to  turn  upon  him  in  ferocity.  "  It  is 
written,  *  Burning  for  burning  —  wound  for 
wound — ^stripe  for  stripe!' — and  thereby  are  tee, 
the  servants  of  an  avenging  God,  deputed  as  mi- 
nisters of  his  wrath  to  visit  upon  the  oppressors 
of  the  people  the  oppressions  they  have  prac- 
tised." 

**  Are  we  not,"  cried  Nepomuk  Pulafski,  un- 
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sheathipg  his.  sword,  and  brandishing  it  round 
his  head,  **are  we  not  the  retributors  of  in- 
iquityl- 

''  Peace,  tool  T  cried  the  Jestiit,  aware  of  the 
injurj  his  own  aiguments  might  sustain  if  uttered 
by  sudi  indiscriminating  lips.     *'Let  none  inter-^ 
pose  betwixt  me  and  my  disciple/' 

"  Fear  not,  oh  !  father  !**  said  Juliusz,  having 
gently  displaced  the  arm  of  Mineczka  from  his 
shoulder,  and.  risen  from  his  kne^.  **  Hence- 
forward I  have  no  guide  but  thou/' 

«« And  my  fother  and  his  are  away !"  ejacu- 
lated Mineczka,  despairingly,  '^and  there  is 
none  to  counsel  or  prevent  him  in  this  desperate 
strait  r 

But  Juliusz,  at  a  signal  from  the  Jesuit,  had 

already  followed  him  out  of  the  chamber,  lest 
the  further  discueeion  of  their  plans  in  Mineczka's 
presence  should  lead  to  some  evil  result;  leaving 
Nepomucen  with  his  betrothed  but  contumacious 

lady. 

**  Pulafiki!" — she  cried,  approaching  him  with^ 

so  much  vehemence  that  he  started  back  as  if 

apprehending  mischief.    "  You  love  Juliusz  T — 
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"  HeartUy !—  sweet  Panienka !"  h«  feplied— 
looking  forth  from  the  Window,  either  t9 
tain  whether  Traszlach  still  kept  watch  for  hi 
or  perhaps  meditating  a  precipitate  retreat. 

''  Tell  me  then  truly, — what  perils  ia  he  about 
to  encounter? — and  do  the  plots  they  speak  of 
extend  beyond  controlment  of  the  Grodski  aqd 
his  people?" — 

"The  Grrodski  is  an  ass !"  quoth  Nepomuoen, 
drawing  himself  up  self-importantly ;  nor  oould 
Mineczka  venture  to  oppose  the  yerdict,  which 
had  been  repeated  in  her  ears  by  Konstanly  so 
long. as  she  oould  remember. 

**  Aided  by  our  people  then  ?*"  she  resumed. 
''  The  peasants  of  Wraniczko  would " 

''  Boh !"  exclaimed  the  lubber.  ''  Talk  no 
longer  of  what  peasants  will  perform ! — There 
is  no  further  insight  into  the  measure  of  th^r 
obedience.  Never  believe  me  but  half  thy  fiir 
ther*s  boors,  and  a  third  part  of  Fdinski's,  and 
the  whole  four  quarters  of  mine,  are  recruited 
into  this  self-said  association.  Nay,  I  much  doubt 
me,  Panienka,  whether  there  be  a  man  worth 
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calling  a  man  in  the  distriet,  saying  always 
dia^okskiy — Felinski, — Pulafiki  the  ancient, — 
llie  Grodski  and  thy  fiEur  self, — ^who  are  not  sworn 
of  the  Confederation.  The  Magnat  Czelenszki 
Inmself  might  as  well  write  himself  down  in 
the  mnster  roll : — ^for  whether  he  hold  a  buckler 
of  security  over  the  brethren  by  his  political  va- 
garies, or  join  them  at  once  for  good  or  evil, — 
what  dfiBTerence  ?**. — 

*^That  Konstanty  were  but  here !"  ejaculated 
Mineczka,  who,  in  his  brother's  assurances,  had 
recovered  her  hopes  of  her  lover's  safety. 

"That  he  wereT*  exclaimed  Nep,  twisting 
the  pendent  tips  of  his  flax -like  mustachios. 
**  That  I  or  some  other  of  the  Brethren  might  set 
the  gallant  Uhlan  a  galloping  with  a  pellet  and 
pop-gun ! — ^Never  believe  me  if  I  would  not  ex- 
tinguish the  red-hot  valour  of  the  puppy  of  Pu- 
lawy,  by  plunging  him  hissing  into  Katarzynka's 
bucket  of  barm !'' 

"  Idiot!"—- exclaimed  Mineczka,  stopping  her 
ears  with  her  hands,  that  she  might  recal  her 

VOL.  II.  o 
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scattered  senfies  for  her  own  guidanoe  and  goyem- 
ment. 

'*  Miserable  that  I  amP  she  cried,  as  with 
an  air  of  offended  majesty  the  lubber  stalked 
out  of  the  room.  **  Even  this  shrioTeless  thing 
deserts  me ! — A  storm,  a  fatal  storm  oyerfaangs 
my  father's  house ;  and  the  least  wagging  of  my 
finger  may  be  a  signal  to  draw  down  its  bolts. — 
Aid  my  ignorance,  oh!  God,  with  thy  wisdom ; 
for  the  wisdom  of  man  is  imavailing.  Why — ^why 
must  my  youth  be  tempted  thus, — thus  tried — 
thus  grievously  tormented !" 


CHAPTER  XXIV, 


A  thing  of  robes  and  trinketa,  dizen'd  out 
To  rit  in  itate  as  for  a  Sorereign't  pictare, 
A  popular  scourge— a  ready  sentence-signer ; 
A  sceptic  of  all  measures  which  had  not 
The  sanction  of  tlie  Ten.— 

Mariso  FALiEno, 


Mbakwhils  Konstanty,  reckless  of  the  difficulties 
and 'dangers  to  which  his  mysterious  disappear- 
ance might  giye  rise  at  Lubloyst,  pursued  his  way 
towards  Warsaw,  with  much  fatigue,  but  little 

molestation.  His  leave  of  absence  was  expired  ; 
but  it  was  needless  to  lose  time  at  such  a  crisis  by 

makii^  his  way  to  head  quarters,  ^en  he  knew 

that  the  importanoe  of  his  mission  would  effect- 

o  2 
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ually  exonerate  him  in  the  eyes  of  his  illnstrious 
pation. 

Having  resolTed  to  proceed  in  search  of 
Prince  Czartoiyakiy  wherever  he  might  be, — 
to  acqaunt  Atut  in  the  first  instance  with  the 

important  secret  of  which  accident  had  rendered 
him  master,  and  seek  instructions  concerning  the 
further  measures  to  be  taken, — it  was  his  fbrtime 
to  reach  the  palace  of  his  highness  in  the  suburbs 
of  Warsaw,  and  intercept  the  departure  of  the 
Prince  for  the  town  of  Petrikow,  —  where  the 
grand  tribunal  of  Poland  was  now  on  the  point 
of  assembling. 

The  moment  was,  in  eveiy  point  of  view, 
critical  to  the  destinies  of  the  Republic  Krim 
Chieray,  regarding  with  jealousy  the  advance  of 
the  Russian  forces,  had  despatched  a  message 
to  General  Soltikoff  threatening,  should  so  much 
as  a  single  Polish  cabin  be  invaded,  to  march 
into  Russia  at  the  head  of  a  hundred  thousand 
T&tars ;  while  Keyserling,  to  whom  was  intrusted 
at  Warsaw  the  arduous  task  of  moderator, — (and 
who  was  fond  of  comparing  himself  with  Flami- 
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niiis,  by  whose  aitfiil  n^ociations  with  the  Greekfl, 
citj  after  city  waa^  under  a  pi*eteiiee  of  succour 
and  alliance,  submitted  to  the  Roman  power) — ^un- 
willing to  embroil  the  Empire  solely  to  forward 
the  interests  of  the  Czartoi;y8ki  fSsustioUy  had  al- 
ready suggested  the  evacuation  of  Lithuania.  The 
Gzartoryskiana  deeply  mortified  by  this  apparent 
abandonment  of  their  interests  on  the  part  of  the 
Tzarina,  remonstrated  in  vain;  nor  coidd  the 
indignation  of  their  nephew,  the  young  Count 
Poniatofikiy  be  pacified  by  the  wise  and  generous 
exhortations  of  his  relative,  the  venerable  pa- 
triot Branicki, — who  represented  in  noble  and 
touching  terms  the  wickedness  of  exposing,  in 
furtherance  of  his  ambitious  prospects,  the  suf- 
fering and  enfeebled  Republic  to  the  faUd  grasp 

of  Russian  protection. 

But  although  the  minister  Count  Brtihl  had 
succeeded  in  his  object  of  securing  the  withdrawal 
of  the  army  of  intimidation,  he  was  fully  aware 
that  his  own  influence  with  the  imperial  govern^- 
menthad  no  share  in  the  negociation;  and  that 
the  remonstrances  of  her  Prussian  and  T&tar  allies. 
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had  alone  instigated  the  decision  of  Catherine. 
Yel  8o  irritating  to  the  Csartoryski  party  was 
Iiis  saoeess  in  this  important  piece  of  diplomacy, 
that  they  had  alroady  resolved  to  impugn   ibe 
title  of  his  family  to  their  Polbh  genealogy, 
widi    a   view    of    excluding    them   from    the 
Senate : — even  as  the  pretensionB  of  tiie  Xing 
of  Prassia   to    hereditary   nuntipahip  had  been 
ibnnerly  set  aside. — The  younger  Count  Briihl, 
Bopponed  by  the  interest  of  the  Potocki  fiimily 
to  which  he  was  allied  by  marriage,  was  equally 
resolute    in    the    support    of  his    claim ;     and 
an  order  having    been   issued   by  government 
that  no  military  should  be  present  at  the  Tri- 
bunal of  Petrikow,  the  Magnats  had  assembled 
trains  of  the  small  gentry  connected  with  their 
fieveral  houses,  to  the  number  of  some  thou- 
tsnds  each ;  fifteen  thousand,  nuntios  being  al- 
teady  gathered  together  in  the  little  town  about 
to  be  made  the  scene  of  political  and  personal 

OQSktealioiiB. 

%e«nvhac,  4e    Imig,    for   some   months 
^  m  a\«attipc  state,  was  vei^ging  towards 


OF  LUBIONKI.  127 

hift  last  hoar;  and  while  the  ambitious  Po^ 
niatofiki  and  his  party y — too  eager  for  the  at* 
tainmeat  of  the  eni»«me  power  to  submit  to 
the  still  delaying  decree  of  nature, — ^would  wil* 
lingly  have  accelerated  the  crisis  by  a  revolu- 
tionary movement,  Keyserling,  old  and  wary, 
insisted  on  waiting  the  event. 

The  resilessnees  of  the  young  count  end  the 
bitterness  of  soul  with  which  he  resented  the 
apparent  desertion  of  the  Russian  minister,  did 
not,  meanwhile,  escape  the  notice  of  the  Prince 
his  uncle;  who,  having  hitherto  regarded  the  ac* 
eomplished  Stanislas  as  his  own  stepping-stone 
to  the  throne,  now  discovered  that  it  was  on 
his  own  account  Poniatofski  had  ingratiated  him- 
self into  the  favour  of  the  Tzarina  and  the  con- 
fidence of  her  ministers. — Recognizing  at  once 

the  whole  extent  of  his  error,  in  having  selected 
8o  astucious  a  del^;ate  to  the  Cpurt  of  Petersburg, 
and  perceiving  that  Stanislas,  whose  mischief* 
stirring  quotations  from  the  Mahomet  of  Voltaire 
he  had  often  derided  as  romantic,  had  formed 
in  the  destinies    of   that  usurper   the  manual 
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of  his  political  life^*— saw  the  ttrgeni 
stty  of  strengthening  Mb  awik  cause  agaiaat 
the  machjnationB  of  an  enemy  whom  be  was 
gtill  compelled  to  treat  as  a  kinmman  and  friend. 
— The  danger  was  imminent.  Auguatoa  might 
at  any  moment  breathe  his  last ;  and  Carfeoiytki 
perceived  that,  unless  he  could  secure  soma  nola^ 
ble  ally,  all  hopes  of  his  l<Mig  ecyrefed  elevmticm 
to  the  throne  of  the  Jagellons  was  at  an  end.  — - 
A  stroke  of  infinite  audacity,  or  an  intrigue 
of  consummate  art,  couM  alone  redeem  hia 
cause. — 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  on  the  evening 

when  yoimg  Felinski,  alighting  at  the  Caartorys- 

kian  palace,  demanded  an  interview  with  his 

highness    for  the    disclosure  of   the    important 

intelligence  of  which  he  was    at  present    sole 

depositary ;  and  great  indeed  was  the  amaaement 

Qf  Konstanty  when  the  Prince, —  from  whom, 

ftltboag^  reared  in  his  household,  he  had  hitherto 

faired  only  the  haughty  notice  likely  to  be 

^^^MtnA  by  one  of  the  first  magnats  in  the 

^^liQm  on  the  son  of   a  Maznrkan  fiumer. 
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'  jad^tcwly  threw  his  anna  avound  his  neck,  and 
plaoed  vfon  his  finger  as  a  pledge  of  irnme- 
diade  proasotien  a  diamond  doubling  the  value 
of  that  whidk  had  so  marreUoudy  excited  the 
raptures  of  the  Zyd  and  Zydowka  of  LuUoyst. 
Even  ivhile  the  young  Uhlan^  confounded  by 
his  patron's  liberality  and  almost  repenting  that 
he  had  adTanoed  so  far  in  his  n^ociations  for 
a  plebeian  dowry  of  forty  thousand  ducats,  was 
kissing  the  hand  of  the  Prince  in  acknowledge- 
inent  of  his  munificence,  the  plan  of  Czartoryski 
was  already  digested.  Yes ! — ^Ther^  was  no  alter- 
native; a  coup  d'6tat  was  his  only  resource. 
His  purpose  must  be  effected  by  the  union  of 
the  Arctic  and  Antartic, — ^the  East  and  the  West, 
— the  volcano  and  the  glacier.  He  would  make 
an  advance  towards  alliance  with  Briihl!  — 
(his  mortal  enemy  through  thirty  years  of 
crafty  statesmanship!)— and  the  vital  secret  of  the 

confederations  of  Lithuania  and  Mazowsze  should 
become  the  seal  of  the  compact! 

**  Follow  me/'-*said  he,  addressing  himself  to 
the  young  Uhlan  and  leading   the  way  to  his 

o  5 
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travelling  earriage,  which  already  stood  waitiog; 
in  the  courtyard  to  convey  him  on  his. road  to 
Petrikow. 

'^To  PetrikoWy  my  g^^uous  lord?"  inquired 
the  Podstarosci  of  the  houaehold;  amazed  to 
observe  young  Felinski  promoted  to  such  sudden 
favour  with  his  Highness,  as  to  aocompaay  him 
side  by  side. 

"  No ! — ^to  the  Briihl  palace  1"  replied  Prince 
Czartoryski;— and  had  he  directed  his  domestics 
to  convey  him  to  the  gates  of  Erebus,  the  amaze- 
ment of  the  group  of  menials  in  waiting  under  the 
Palace  portico  could  not  have  been  exceeded. — 
The  Bbubhl  palace!" — The  spot  which,  day  after 
day^  was  in  their  flowing  cups  freshly  remem- 
bered as  a  den  of  Haydumacka,  —  a  nest  of 
treachery,  —  a  vast  Pandora's  box,  overflowing 
with  mischieft  for  Poland !— -Was  it  to  be  be- 
lieved ? — ^Yes ! — ^the  equipage  of  the  Prince  was 

already  rumbling  off  in  the  direction  of  the  Plac 
Saschi ! — Could  he  be  gcme  to  provoke  his  an- 
cient adversary  to  single  combat;  and  was  the 
young  Captain  to  be  witness  to  the  affiray!-— 
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ImjposBible  ! — ^the  protracted  illneflB  of  the  Saxon 
minister  was  known  to  erery  individnal  in  War- 
saw ;  and  it  wbnld  Haye  been  as  easy  to  ronse 
the  Iethai]^c  sovereign  himself  into  an  heroic 
▼ein,  as  to  animate  the  martial  ardour  of  the 
weak  and  YaeillEting  minister  of  his  weak  and 
vacillating  reign  !— 

^  Has  your  Highness  any  hope  of  finding 
his  Excellency  disposed  for  business  at  this 
late  hour?" — inquired  Konstanty,  anxious  to 
change  his  travel-soiled  dress,  and  the  tawdry 
pelisse  borrowed  of  Rozetzka's  father,  ere  he 
made  his  appearance  in  the  gorgeous  saloon  of 
the  Prime  Minister.  '^We  shall  assuredly 
find  that  the  Count  has  adjourned  to  Princess 
Lubomirska's  Macao  table.*' — 

**  His  Excellency  has  closed  his  aceompt  with 
cards  and  princesses,"  said  the  Prince,  ^*  unless 
when  he  holds  it  desirable  to  conceal  the  precarious 
state  of  his  health  in  furtherance  of  the  interests 
of  his  family.  Briihl  has  one  foot  and  half  the 
other  in  the  grave  .^-^-That  last  visit  of  the  Court 
to  his  palace  sealed  his  fate ;  and  there  has  been 
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more  «kill  of  dni^s  and  doctor  to  keep  Inin  alire 
for  the  last  ax  inomfas  than  it  has  taken  to  depose 
the  last  foor  sorerei^iis  of  Imperial  MaacDTy." — 

**  Did  TOUT  Highness  hear  the  tale,"  said 
KocitantT,  respectftdlr,  "that  Count  Polocki, 
•  having  penetrated  nnannoonced  mto  his  private 
apartment,)  foond  his  Saxon  Exoellencj  pnw* 
trate  on  the  floor,  in  abject  devotion  before  a 
species  of  Chape  He  Ardent  e  r — 

"  I  heard  also  his  apology!*'  replied  Crartory- 
S'ki,  with  a  degrree  of  grarity  caleolated  to  silence 
the  dippancy  of  his  companion ;  *'  an  apology  r&> 
spectable  eren  in  the  month  of  a  Brlihl.  *  I  have 
laboured  till  the  eleventh  hour/  said  he,  *  in  the 
service  of  my  temporal  master ; — do  not  grudge 
me  the    few  minutes   I  would    devote  to  propi* 

tiate  my  eternal  Judge/ May  we  find   him 

to-night  in  a  mood  equally  edifying  !" — 

But  to  infer  from  the  sample  of  one  day 
the  humour  of  the  unstable  Briihl  on  the  day 
succeeding,  was  to  calculate  on  the  mutability  of 
the  winds.  —  Although  the  minister  of  Augustus 
had  in  some  degree  renounced  those  habits  of 
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more  tbiH  impepal  ffunptaoiuncM  wliidi  ham 
raadtfed  his  naoM  proverbU  among  the  by^words 
of  foppery;  alllioi^  he  no  longer  fmried  his 
BoilB.of  embnxiderj  and  trinkets  of  estate  till 
they  aSbrded  a  complete  change  for  every  day 
in  the  year,  or  aflbcted  to  make  his  ooort  to  a 
dying  king  hy  the  majestic  splendours  of  an 
fwtablishment  that  afforded  higher  relief  to  the 
studied  simplicity  of  his  Royal  master; — the 
Briihl  palaoe  still  presented  a  m<mament  of  his 
former  lavish  magnificence.  Not  Maiarin,  in  the 
wantonness  of  his  tasteful  profusion,  had  erer  so 
gloried  m  adorning  the  temple  of  which  he  was 
the  HxA ; — not  Mazarin,  in  the  peevish  decay  of 
his  latter  days,  exhibited  a  greater  reluctance  to 
quit  the  *  pleasing  anxious  being,'  which  fortune 
had  embeUisbed  so  fiur  beyond  the  dreaming  of 
his  early  amUtionw — 

Yet  had  it  not  been  for  the  storm  impend- 
ing over  the  destinies  of  his  house,  so  deeply 
involved  in  those  of  the  House  of  Saxony,  the 
soul-sick  minister  would  willingly  have  laid  aside 

glittering  orders,  and  retired  from  the  now 
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importunate  brilliBncies  of  a  miniataial  career. — 
The  grave  was  open  before  him ; — and  the  gloom 
investing  that  pit  profound  .  is  necessarity  |nt>- 
portionate  to  the  previous  elevation  <^  its  destined 
oceupant.  The  step  from  a  palace  to  the  dust 
is  not  more  responsible  than  from  a  -  hovel, — ^but 
Virho  shall  deny  that  it  is  more  startling  ?— Like 
our  own  "  haught  Cardinal,"  the  Count  was  al- 
ready beginning  to  recognize  that  he  had  wasted 
on  a  king  the  zeal  and  homage  due  to  his 
Creator; — like  him  exclaiming  in  self-convic- 
tion— 

"Vain  pomp  and  glory  of  the  world !— I  hate  ye  f— 

And  he  had  a  right  to  hate  them,— for  they 
had  blinded  his  eyes  to  the  still  higher  gloiieB 
of  Eternity  I — 

It  was  not  however  to  Czartoryski,  his  rival 
and  enemy,  that  Count  Brdhl  was  likely  to 
betray  either  the  weakness  of  his  condition  or 
the  repining  of  his  spirit;  and  in  preparing 
for  the  mterview  as  his  equipage  rolled  under 
the  magnificent  portico  of  the  palace,  Prince 
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PwrtofjBki   MtieifMkted   astonishment, — remmu 
menty — mittnisfc,  — r  piaehinfttioii ; — trat  no  ad* 

mifliion  of  Jnfinni^,  sttfaer  {AyBioal  or  moral.^— 

If  the  annasement  of  the  Taletaille  of  the 
CaartoxjBkian  palace  had  been  gneat  on  learning 
the  destination  of  his  Highnees,  that  ot  the  por- 
ter and  goards  at  the  Briihl  palace,  on  reoog* 
nizing  the  liTeries  of  their  vnitor,  was  still  more 
remarkable.  Starded  out  of  all  presence  of  mind^ 
they  admitted  him  withoat  hesitation ;  and  the 
Prince  and  his  yonng  companion  were  ushersd 
by  the  lacqueys  to  the  chamberlains^  and  by  the 
chamberlains  into  a  suite  of  state  apartmento*-* 
unoccupied, — yet  as  a  matter  of  etiquette,  nightly 
illmninated^ — at  that  epoch  equalled  in  splen- 
dour by  few  royal  palaces  in  Europe. — Count 
Briihl,  who  in  the  prime  minister  nerer  sunk 
the  courtier,  had  in  fact  made  his  own  love  of 
luxury  a  means  of  adulaition  to  his  sovereign.— 
'*  I  am  obliged  to  play  the  prodigal,"  was  his 
|)oast  in  earlier  Ule,  **  or  His  Majesty  would  for^ 
get  to  provide  m6  with  the  necessaries  of  life ;" — 
and  Augustus  himself,  too  indolent  for  a  due 
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ofaeervaned  of  the  pompB  and  fonoft  of  royal^, 
(having  passed  hia  youth  in  the  huating  fields 
followed  to  the  chace  in  all  seasons  and  all 
weathers  by  the  i^est  queen  in  Europe,  in 
her  sedan  chair,)  — was  well  satisfied  that  the 
magnificence  of  the  courts  of  Dresden  and  War^ 
saw  should  be  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  his 
minister. — ^^ 

To  gratify  the  tastes  of  the  king, — the  chief 
feature  of  whose  disastrous  reign  was  the  oollec* 
tkm  of  the  Dresden  gallery,  and  the  improvement 
of  the  Meissen  manufactory  of  porcelain, — pictures 
and  vases  of  the  most  exquisite  kind  accordingly 
adorned  the  apartments  so  frequently  honoured 
with  the  royal  presence :  and  even  Csartoryski, 
although  r^arding  with  a  jealous  eye  the  pos- 
sessions of  his  rival,  could  not  but  cast  a  glance 
of  admiration  on  the  unrivaUed  productions  of 
genius  gracing  his  palace.  —  On  Konstanty,  the 
efiect  of  the  brilliant  scene  was  overpowering. 
Such  was  the  atmosphere  which,  to  the  giddy  fop, 
presented  the  ideal  of  paradise !  He  could  con- 
ceive no  beatitude  more  i^lffftial  ^h%v  to  be  a 
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dweller  in  thoae  loBf  dnmben  Taulted  with 
golden  fii^Ktwork,  hnng  with  the  rich  and 
glowing  tapestiy  of  Gobelin ;— resplendent  with 
giHinqi^,  crystal,  lajMS-lazola,  marUe,  — with 
pearl^mibmidered  divans,  and  sobs  of  Turkish 

brocade.  ' 

*^  Happy  Briihl !"  thought  he,  as  he  tripped 
along  the  Persian  carpet.— "Talk  of  heroism,— 
philosophyy-'-the  laurel ! — Make  me  minister  to  a 
lazy  king,  and  give  me  this  palace  for  my  Serai!'* 
Such  were  the  ideas  passing  in  the  mind  of  the 
courtierling  at  the  moment  he  was  on  the  point 
of  surrendering  the  lives  of  some  sixteen  thou-^ 
sand  indiyiduals  to  the  edge  of  the  sword  ! — such 
his  ungodly  coveting,   when   the   chamberlain, 
throwing  open  the  polished  doors  of  an  apart- 
ment, at  the  very  end  of  the  suite,  announced 
"His    Highness    Prince    Czartoryski,"   to    the 
satrap  of  the  resplendent  scene.     But  could  it 
indeed  be  Ae, — ^the  Sybarite— the  Sardanapalus^- 
the  Alcibiades,— on  whom  the  eyes  of  Felinski 
fell  on  entering?    Was  such  his  voluptuous  re- 
treat ?— Such  the  luxury  of  his  retirement  ? — 
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Habited  in  a  suit  of  the  simplest  kind, — ^his 
gray  hair  combed  out, — his  person  devoid  of  a 
single  ornament, — ^his  pallid  and  attenuated  face 
worn  by  care, — ^his  countenance  sharpened  by  a 
restless  and  anxious  expression, — a  peevish  look- 
ing old  man  rose  from  a  table  on  which  burned 
two  solitary  tapers,  beside  a  small  book,  evidently 
of  a  devotional  kind.  A  cup  of  medicated  drink 
stood  beside  it ; — and  the  Ciount,  stifrded  beyond 
all  self-control,  had  scarcely  time  to  lay  aside 
his  spectacles,  ere  he  rose  to  welcome  with  cold 
but  most  ceremonious  politeness  his  inexplicable 
guest. 

^*  Suffer  me  to  conduct  your  highness  into 
another  apartment,''  said  he.  ^^  This  valetudi- 
narian's chamber  is  fit  only  for  a  sick  old 
man;  who,  when  thus  undeservedly  honoured, 
is  willing  for  a  time  to  forget  his  infirmities." 

**  With  your  excellency's  pardon,"  replied  the 
Prince,  (fixing  on  the  tremulous  and  shrunken 
hand  of  his  rival  a  scrutinizing  eye,  which 
when  Brtihl  jealous  of  his  inquisition  hastily 
concealed,  Czartoryski  directed  his  glances  on- 
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ward  to  the  door,  to  ii^ply  an  especial,  desire  for 
privBcy,)  — "  If  we  are  here  secure  fipom  inter- 
niptioii,  it  is  umecesoarjr  to  disturb  you  further. 
The  important  business  which  compels  me  to 
tieqpass  m  jour  Ezoelleocy*s  attenti(Hi,  is  of  a 
highly  C(mfidential  luitare/' 

The  Count  turned  his  emaciated  countenance 
towards  Konstanty,  as  if  in  demand  for  further 
explanation. 

<<  Suffer  me  to  present  to  the  notice  of  your 
Excellen<7,  a  deserving  young  officer  of  my  house- 
hold,—  Captain  Felinski,"  —  said  the  Prince; 
**who  is  desirous  of  an  occasion  to  make  proof 
of  his  devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  state." 

Konstanty's  obeisance  to  the  gray-headed 
minister  who  for  the  last  five  years  had  been 
the  object  of  his  caustic  mockeries,  was  i*e- 
spectfiily  even  to  servility.  Already  he  fancied 
be  could  feel  a  string  of  orders  hanging  to  his 
own  button-hole;  —  already  he  imagined  him- 
self invested  for  life  with  a  Starostwo  and  its 
dignities. — 

''Since  you  deny  me  the  satisfaction  of  re- 
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ceiving  yon  more  worthily,**  said  the  Count, 
having  formally  acknowledged  the  ealutadon  of 
the  yomig  stranger ;  '*  deign  at  least  to  he  seated 
here  in  my  lazaret."  And  touching  on  the  table 
before  him  a  spring  connected  with  the  bell  of 
the  anti-chaiiiber,  his  confidential  yalet-de-cham- 
bre  appeared. 

*^  Hermann  T  said  he,  **  recollect  that  while 
his  Highness  honours  me  with  his  company,  / 
am  alone**  A  phrase  conveying  to  the  establish- 
ment his  Excellency's  will  not  to  be  interrupted 
by  the  entrance  of  the  maitre  dliotel,  with  an* 
nouncements  or  refreshments. 

On  the  disappearance  of  the  attendant,  a  de* 
liberate  look  of  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the  feeble 
but  still  dignified  old  man,  seemed  to  demand 
an  explanation  of  the  peremptory  visit  of  the 
Prince. 
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Waste,  rapine,  spoil,  without,  th*  assault  begin, 
Aad  onr  mad  tribes  supplant  the  fence  within^ 
Since  then  their  good  they  will  not  understand, 
Tia  time  to  take  the  monarch's  power  in  hand ; 
Authority  and  force  to  join  with  skill. 
And  save  the  lunatics  against  their  wilL 
The  same  rough  means  that  'soage  the  crowd  appease 
Our  senates  raging  with  the  crowd's  disease. 

Absalom  and  Acbitophbl, 


^'  Mat  I  presume  to  inquire,  in  the  first  in- 
stance/' said  the  Prince  (careful  not  to  hazard 
the  premature  disclosure  of  intelligence  of  which 
the  astute  statesman  might  afterwards  pretend 
previous  cognizance),  —  "whether  your  Excel- 
lency has  any  especial  advertisement  of  troubles 

in  the  provinces  of  Mazowsze  and  Lithuania  T — 
The  desire  of  harassing  his  guest  by  a  bitter 
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retort,  blinded  the  eyes  of  Count  Bruhl  to  the 
object  of  the  intent^tion, 

"  None !"  replied  he, — "  unless  such  as  must 
necessarily  be  more  extensiyely  known  to  the 
House  of  Czartoryski  than  to  His  Majesty's  mi- 
nister;— and  which,  thanks  to  the  law-defying 
and  God -defying  recklessness  of  our  Russian 
allies,  are  sufficiently  bruited  throughout  the 
courts  and  countries  of  Europe." — 

*^  I  am  to  infer  then,  that  no  tidings  have 
reached  the  High-Chancery  of  a  political  Union, 
— purporting  to  repress,  by  yet  ruder  uproar, 
the  disturbances  of  the  Radzivillians  and  their 
party  ?" 

**  Such  rumours  may  have  reached  the  bureau 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Interior, — I  am  not 
aware  that  he  has  considered  them  worthy  of 
reference  to  the  Rada,  or  to  myself.'* 

"  Pardon  me,  my  lord!  —  Your  Excellency 
would  have  cause  to  resent  that  the  information  to 
which  /  am  alluding,  had  been  with-held  by  one 
poor  quarter  of  an  hour  from  your  private  ear." — 

*'With  your  Highnesses  permission,**  said 
Briihl,    again    laying    his  hand    on    the    table 
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spring,  "  I  will  Bummon  my  confidential  seeretury : 
by  whoee  assistance  I  shall  be  better  enabled  tQ 
confer  with  yon/!-;— 

**  No!"  said  Czartoryski  firmly.  **Our  con* 
ference  is  not  of  a  nature  to  admit  such  inters 
podtion. — I  mnst  commune  with  your  Excellency 
face  to  face,  mind  to  mind ;  or  retain  my  intelli«> 
gence  for  the  Rada  Nienstaj%ca,— or  the  opening 
of  the  dietine  at  Petrikow." — 

*^  Speak,  Prince  1" — said  Count  Briihl,  startled 
and  impressed  by  the  decision  of  his  tone. — **  I 
conclude  I  have  to  thank  your  courtesy  for  hav- 
ing selected  me  as  the  first  referendiary  of  an 
affair  which,  by  your  inferences,  I  understand 
to  be  of  grave  import  ?" —  . 

"  Most  serious, — ^moet  urgent, — most  fatal,'' 
replied  Czpurtoryski, — "  and  which,  but  fiwr  a  for- 
tunate discovery  on  the  part  of  my  friend  hew. 
Captain  Felinski,  and  his  promptitude  in  affording 
me  the  means  of  exposure  to  your  Excellenqr, 
would  probably  have  been  heard  of  within  a 
week's  time  at  Warsaw,  by  4e  conquering  march 
of  an  insurgent  anny."— 
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A  Bod  firxxm  the  Prinoe  and  the  eameBt  in* 
quiries  of  the  uuBiflter,  now  gave  the  ognal  for 
Konstantj's  drcumslantial  narrative ;  wfaidi  was 
imparted  with  more  soccinctneBs  and  energy  than 
might  hare  beooi  anticipated  frrai  the  oidinaiy 
jargon  of  the  ooxcomb. — Daring  the  evphuiatieB, 
Ciartoryski  fixed  the  acrutiBy  of  his  keen'  eyes 
upon  the  conntenanoe  of  the  Prime  Minister.  Bat 
statesmanship  of  forty  years'  duration  had  har- 
dened it  against  all  sach  examinations;  and  the 
Prince  might  as  easily  have  de^^phered  the  cha- 
racters of  human  passkm  on  the  mrfoee  <tf  a 
parchment  diploma. 

*' Most  singular — most  strangeT  was  all  his 
comment  at  the  termination  of  Feliaski's  romantic 
tale.  *^  And  the  disclosures  by  which  your  atten* 
tion  was  directed  to  this  synod  of  the  Pusieta  of 
Lubionki,  took  place,  sir,  if  I  rightly  understand, 
in  the  stall  or  shop  of  some  brokering  Jew  in  the 
hamlet, — ^village, — town  (how  shall  we  name  it  ?) 
of  Lubloystr— 

"  We  will  name  it,  if  your  Excellency  pleases" 
said  Czartoryski  contemptuously,  **  a  town,- 
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iainiiig;  Aree  iho«i8ftiid  and  some  hundreds  of 
mlmbitants^  —  swayed  by  a  chief  magistrate  of 
Htpskt  Exoellency*s  especial  appointipent ;  and 
boasfing  among  its  barghers  many — ^perhaps  im 
many  ixidiyidaak  professing  unlimited  derotion 
to  the  house  and  succession  of  Saxony." 

**  I  humbly  thank  you,  Prince,  for  a  reply  to 
one  portion  ^  my  interrogation/'  said  Count 
Biiihl,  a  slight  tinge  of  red  overspreading  his 
withered  cheeks.  **  It  is,  I  conclude,  to  Captuu 
Felinski  I  must  look  for  an  answer  to  the  more 
importaat  part  of  my  question?" — 

**  His  Ezcdlency  wishes  to  learn,  my  dear 
Felinski,  the  tatizt  of  your  visit  to  this  Zydowkan 
den  of  treason,"  said  Czartoryski  with  an  ironical 
smile.  '*  He  will  not  allow  me  to  economise  your 
blushes  by  attributing  the  fact  of  your  keeping 
ill-company  to  the  follies  which  occasionally  lead 
your  superiors  to  traffic  with  usurers  and  bond 


scriveners.*' 


This  sally,  intending  to  satirize  the  well- 
known  propensities  of  the  prodigal  Saxon  noble, 
failed  in  its  effect.     Briihl  was  too   busily  en- 

VOL.  II.  H 
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gaged  in  eTRmining  the  countenance  of  the  witness 
to  have  an  ear  for  the  sarcasms  of  his  enemy. 

"  You  were  tempted  then  into  this  suspicious 
habitation,  hj  your  neceisUies?**  inquired  Ae 
statesman;  —  desirous  of  piquing  Felinski  into 
further  revelations. 

"  If  your  excellency  pleases  —  No !  '* — ^replied 
the  young  Pole,  with  the  morgue  of  an  Ottoman. 
''  I  went  thither,  on  the  contrary,  with  a  heavy 
purse  of  ducats  in  my  hand." — 

**  To  put  forth  on  usurious  interest  l " — 

"  No,  my  lord ! — With  your  pardon,  I  am. 
compelled  to  admit,  that  the  origin  of  my  well- 
starred  visit,  was  an  adventure  of  gallantry." 

«'How,  Sir!"  exclaimed  BriiU.  ''Was  the 
wretched  habitation  yon  denounce  of  still  deeper 
infamy  than  an  usurer's  stall?" — 

''  A  young  pirson  in  whom  I  was  interested 

was  accidentally  its  inmate." — 

"  I  scarcely  see  my  way  through  these  mys- 
teries," observed  Briihl,  bending  his  eyes  sted- 
fVisUy  on  the  Prince ;  *'  yet  I  cannot  for  a  mo- 
ment imagine  your  Highness  would  draw  the 
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ttltentioii  of  gorernment  to  any  but  authentic 

SQttrees  of  information.— ^ It  is  impossible,  how* 

tf^eVi  to  proceed  without  some  insight  into  the 

localities    and    particularities    of  the    disturbed 

district. — No  time  is  to  be  lost.     I  must  request 

Prince  Csartoryski's  patience  and  the  attendance 

of  his  proteg6,  while  I  summon  the  attendance 

of  Count  Czelenszki  (on  whose  estate,  recently 

enfranchised,  these  discontents  appear  to  be  in 

active  progress) ;  and  the  presence  of  His  Grace 

the  Primate,  as  President  of  the  Rada,  without 

whose  counsel  and  sanction   I  cannot  presume 

to   lay  the  details  before  His  Majesty  or   the 

Senate." — 

The  secretary  was  accordingly  summoned, 
and  despatched  with  a  signet  ring  and  invitations 
of  pressing  urgency  to  the  two  Magnats.  "  There 
is  a  ball  at  Countess  Potocka*s,*'  said  the  minister 
to  his  official  delegate.  ^*  You  will  find  Cze- 
lenszki among  the  dancers ;  —  but  hasten  first 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Grnesna;  or  His  Gi^ace 
will  have  betaken  himself  to   rest. —  Go,  Sir-* 

the  mission  is  of  life  and  death.'* — 

H  2 
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<*  In  eonsaderatioii  of  the  propenaties  of  the 
parties,"  cried  the  Prince,  as  the  secretary 
respectfully  hastened  to  obey,  '*  yonr  EzceUency 
would  surely  haye  done  better  to  despatch  the 
gentleman  at  once  to—** 

"  Pardon  me ! "  interrupted  Count  Briihl, 
eager  to  prevent  a  retort  on  the  part  of  the 
caustic  Czartoiyski  so  Utter  as  to  interrupt  the 
harmony  of  their  n^odations.  *^  It  is  because 
the  haunts  of  my  firiends  are  known  to  me 
that  I  thus  issue  my  instructions.'* — He  was  fully 
aware  of  the  contempt  entertained,  by  the  Prince 
for  the  feeble,  but  well  intentioned  Primate; 
and  that  Czelenszki,  although  connected  with 
the  Czartoiyski  &mily  and  on  terms  of  firiend- 
ship  with  the  noble  ladies  of  Pulawy,  was  per- 
sonally unacceptable  to  the  Prince.  But  the 
necessity  for  witnesses  both  to  and  of  the  con- 
ference between  the  prime  minister  of  Augus- 
tus and  the  factious  partizan  of  the  Republic, 
suggested  their  presence  as  a  mutual  check  and 
mutual  evidence.-^ 

It  would  have  amused  a  disinterested  person. 
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or  rather  a  person  interested  in  detecting  the 
weaknesses  of  these  guarciians  of  the  welfare  of 
a  great,  bat  decaying,  nation, — ^to  observe  the  two 
individuals  high  in  station  as  human  dignity 
could  make  them,  —  loathing  each  other  with 
an  intensity  of  abhorrence  great  in  proportion 
to  the  mighty  interests  out  of  which  the  sen- 
timent arose, — sitting  together  in  the  stillness  of 
night,  in  a  chamber  dimly  lighted,  smiling  with 

&ctitiou8  smiles,  discoursing  in  artificial  discourse 
of  objects  foreign  to  the  excitement  of  the  hour ; 
and  each  solely  and  strongly  bent  on  turning 
the  other  to  account,  and  rendering  him  sub- 
servient to  his  personal  interests  and  selfish 
projects. 

To  Konstanly,  however,  who  had  not  suf^ 
fident  philosophy  to  enjoy  the  lesson,  and  no 
interest  in  either  the  Prince  or  the  Minister  ex- 
cepting so  far  as  they  could  be  rendered  admi- 
nistrative to  his  own  vanity,  the  minutes  passed 
with  a  leaden 'pace. — ^His  two  lordly  companions 
uttered  sententious  phrases  touching  the  Fine 
arts — ^the  progress  of  literaiure,  of  luxury,  which 
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he  thought  singularly  tedious;  wanting  wit  to 
detect  and  admire  the  hoUowness  of  purpose  and 
vagueness  of  tone  which  proved  that  the  minds 
of  both  were  .wandering;  and  that  while  they 
prated  of  the  Laocoon  or  the  Whetter,  their 
souls  were  with  the  machinations  of  the  Ruflsian 
cabinet,  the  deliberations  of  the  Diet,  and  the 
Confederation  of  Luhionki. — 

At  length,  and  to  the  great  relief  of  all  parties, 
the  equipage  dispatched  for  the  Primate  rolled 

into  the  court-yard ;  and  almost  at  the  same  time 
Czelenszki  made  his  appearance. — ^A  few  minutes 
sufficed  to  elicit  from  the  lips  of  the  Minister 
(practised  in  the  act  of  diplomatic  exposition)  an 
outline  of  the  momentous  affair  requiring  Aeir 
councils. 

"  From  you,  my  lord  Archbishop/' said  Count 
Briihl,  addressing  Lubiendd,  in  conclusion,  *^  { 
have  to  implore  advice  respecting  the  eligibility 
of  laying  a  matter  so  critical  before  his  Majesty, 
in  his  present  most  precarious  condition: — ^from 
you.  Count,  to  solicit  such  information  in  attes- 
tation of  the  circumstances  narrated  by  Captain 
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Felinaki,   as  may  throw  farther  light  upon  the 
myeteiy !'' 

'*  I  am  compelled  to  admit  with  regret,"  re- 
plied Czelenaki,  deeply  moved  by  the  intelligence 
he  had  juat  received,  **  that  I  am  very  insaffidently 
acquainted  with  the  condition  of  my  proper^  in 
MazowBze.  My  ancestors  have  rarely  inhabited 
Wodarodko ;  and  since  my  return  from  my  tra- 
vels, I  have  visited  it  only  for  a  fortnight.** 

**  And  yet,"  said  the  Primate  sternly,  **  you 
presumed  to  require  of  the  state,  for  a  race  whose 
habits  and  dispositions  were  unknown  to  you,  a 
Sanction  for  their  insubordination, — a  license  for 
their  treasons ! — ^My  lord  — ^my  lord ! — you  have 
much  to  answer  for  in  this  matter.**-^ 

**  I  myself  represented  to  Count  Czeleilszki," 
said  Br&hl,  **  in  conceding  the  point  to  which  he 
attached  so  much  importance,  that  he  was  bestow- 
ing means  of  mischief  on  a  community  who  would 
probably  turn  against  themselves,  and  certainly 
against  him^  the  weapons  placed  in  their  imprac- 
tised  and  misjudging  hands ;  that  he  was  depriv- 
ing them  of  the  protection  of  his  seignory,  without 
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according  either  a  compensation  or  a  subetitution 
of  authority." 

**  Let  me  intreat  your  Excellent  to  remem* 

her/'  said  Czelenszki,  with  dignity,  yet  flushed  by 

anxiety  lest  indeed  the  evil  should  prove  in  any 
way    connected    with    his   rash   but  generously 

motived  measures, — ^^  that  according  to  the  ai> 
counts  at  present  before  us,  this  union,  this  Confe- 
deration, this  conspiracy i  must  have  been  months, 
perhaps  years,  in  process  of  formation.  My  inter- 
ference  in  behalf  of  the  peasants  of  the  Wodarod* 
ko  estates  dates  but  from  a  month ;  and  it  is  my 
most  conscientious  belief  that  had  it  earlier  af* 
forded  to  these  misguided  but  miserable  men, 
beacon-light,  of  hope  to  cheer  the  darkness  of 
their  condition,  they  had  not  enkindled  watch- 
fires  of  treas<m  among  the  forests  of  Mazowsze.** 

**  We  are  not  i^t  to  commend  the  husbandry 
of  those  who  scatter  their  good  seed  on  a  waste 
unprepared  by  tillage  to  aid  its  germination,''  ob- 
served Czartoryski.     ^^  Count  Czelenszki  seems  to 

have  anticipated  a  prosperous  harvest  on  easy 
terms/* 
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.     •*  Cottnt  CzelemdEi  anticipated,  — hoped,  — ^ 
trusted— {liBt  by  the  aid  of  Providence  he  might 
become  an  instrument  of  good  to  his  feUow-crea* 
tores/'  said  the  young  man  loftily.  "  If  he  looked 
with  an  eye  somewhat  too  sanguine  upon  the  means 
at  his  command,  blame  his  youth,  my  lord ;  and 
hiB  firm  and  honest  confidence  that  his  people, — - 
his  fidlow  countrymen, — ^his  fellow-Polanders,  — 
those  who  have  followed  his  forefathers  to  victory 
over  the  hordes  of  Muscovy  and  T&tary, — ^woukl 
follow  him  in  support  of  the  institutions  of  their 
country,  and  the  rejection  of  foreign  usurpation." 
"  My  young  friend,"  interposed  the  Arch- 
bishop, personally  as  well  as  professionally  a  man 
of  peace,  and  now  eager  to  prevent  the  outburst 
of  irritation  hovering  on  tiie  lips  of  Czartoryski ; 
'*  would  have  done  well  to  remember  that  a  tot- 
tering wall  is  not  to  be  re-endowed  with  stability 
by  the  interpolation  of  here  and  tiiere  a  brick  or 
granite  block  of  sounder  quality.  The  foundations 
themselves  must  be  renovated ;  or  a  partial  repa- 
ration tends  but  to  accelerate  the  ruin  of  the  struc- 
ture. Count  Czelenszki  would  have  better  admi- 

b5 
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nistered  to  the  interests  of  the  cause  h^  advocates  so 
warmly^  by  renoundng  those  habits  of  aheenteeism 
he  has  pleaded  in  extenuation  of  his  ignorance  of 

the  unquiet  spirit  existing  amoiiig  his  Wodarod* 

« 

kers; — ^by  settling  on  his  estate6»  redressing  the 
grievances  of  his  people^  and  subduing  murmurs 
which  had  clearly  their  origin  in  the  profligacy 
and  insubordination  of  the  pec^le  of  Lubloyst.'* 

'*  Under  your  Grace's  gradoos  pardon,^  said 
Konstanty,  (eager  to  win  favour  with  his  noble 
neighbour  of  Wodarodko)  ^*  the  people  of  LuUoyst, 
— ^properly  the  people  of  Lubloyst,— are  a  race 
of  submissive  and  subservient  wretches  as  you 
would  wish  to  see/' 

'*  As  I  would  no/ wish  to  seeT  sternly  respond-^ 
ed  the  Primate. 

"  Nor  was  it  till  companies  of  filthy  Jews  and 
cunning  Jesuits  were  quartered  among  them 
that"— 

**  Whoever  you  may  be,  young  Sit"  interrupted 
the  Archbishop,  bending  a  brow  not  often  knit 
in  sternness,  **  respect  this  presence  more  :than  to 
unite  by  an  unseemly  figure  of  speech,  the  misbe* 
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lieviii^  Jews  pf  LuUojBt  with  sons  of  the  trae 
diurch,  under  whatever  spedfieation  included." 

•'Therein,  at  least,*'  said  Czelenszki,  with 
honouraUe  candour,  ''have  I  indeed  an  error 
to  avow.  The  Jesuit  chiefly  implicated  in  this 
fearful  disoorery,  is  my  Almoner : — and  the  Jews 

who'' 

*'  No  Jew$y  Oount ;  I  denounced  but  a  single 
Jew;  —  a  certain  Israelitish  broker  and  con- 
tractor of  the  town  of  Lubloyst,"  said  the  flippant 
Felinski. 

"  The  Jews, — ^you  were  about  to  say?"  said 
Briihl,  turning  to  Czelenszki;  and  for  his  own 
share,  eager  only  to  obtain  the  best  information 
on  the  subject  under  discussion. 

''The  Jews,  my  lord,  have  I  fear  been  over^ 
much  encouraged  and  protected  on  my  estates  of 
Lubloyst:  which,  having  been  consigned  to  the 
l^slation  of  my  agents  and  Ekonoms, — by  their 
advice,  and  in  some  measure  for  want  of  com- 
petition, the  distilleries,  charcoal-pits,  saltpetre 
works,  and  other  undertakings,  have  been  leased 
to  Jews;  men  of  credit  hitherto  unblemished, 
but  it  appears  extensively  implicated  in" 
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"  Pardon  me !  — not  extensively^**  again  inter* 
rupted  Konstanty*  "  I  must  once  more  entreat 
your  lordship  to  remember  that  I  have  included  in 
my  denunciation  only  one  Szmuhl,  of  the  Jewish 
suburb  of  Lubloyst ;  whose  den  of  thievery  has 
proved  a  hatching-hole  of  treason." 

'*My  chief  tenant!"  ejaculated  Czelenszki; 
"  and  part  holder  of  the  most  considerable  distil- 
lery in  the  district." 

'*  Had  your  lordship  deigned  to  dry  up  thai 
abundant  source  of  wretchedness  and  brutaliza- 
tion/*  said  the  Primate,  gravely,  **  it  had  been  an 
act  of  greater  mercy  towards  the  serfc  of  Wodarod- 
ko,  than  to  find  themselves  deprived  of  your  pro- 
tection under  a  pretence  of  enfranchisal." 

"  We  waste  time !"  cried  Czartoryaki,  impa* 
tient  of  unavailing  diBCuasions,  when  so  short  a 
period  remained  for  action.  **  The  effect,  and 
not  the  cause,  now  imports  us.  What  is  to  be 
doneT — A  few  hours*  delay,  and  it  will  be  indis- 
pensable that  the  affair  should  be  laid  before  the 
tribunal  of  Petrikow :  while  by  prompt  measures 
this  Confederation,  (chiefly  important  as  a  nucleus 
of  future  mischiefs)  might  be  put  down,  without 
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renderix^  the  act  a  watchword  for  the  gathering 
tcgeUier  of  the  malcontents  of  the  kingdom." 

*^  At  the  present  moment/  replied  the  Arch<- 
bishop  of  Gnesna,  calmly,  '^  all  oyert  demonstra- 
tions should  be  as  far  as  possible  ayoided.  The 
infirm  and  inefficient  condition  of  his  Majesty 
would  leave  the  responsibility  of  the  act  on  my 
own  shoulders^  should  it  please  Providence,'  by 
a  sudden  acceleration  of  his  fatal  maladies,  to 
remove  our  gracious  king." 

**  And  what  responsibility  will  it  leave,"  cried 
Czartoryski,  impatiently,  ^'  should  a  general  union 
of  the  Confederations  actually  take  place ;  to  join 
forces  with  the  rebel  Radzivil,  and  bring  their 
complaints  and  intimidations  to  the  very  plain  of 
Ae  Vola  ?— My  lords,  — ^while  we  trifle  thus,  the 
Republic  is  in  danger !" — 

"  I  humbly  trust  not,"  repled  Briihl,  cheered 
by  the  presence  of  Lubienski, — a  man  indebted  for 

his  elevation  to  the  house  of  Saxony  and  its  dele- 
gates. '*  Nay,  at  present,  we  have  but  the  tes- 
timony of  a  single  witness  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  evil." 
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"  I  am  inclined  to  instigate/'  said  the  PrimatCi 
**  that  my  young  fiiendi  Count  Czelenszki  (avow- 
ry the  author  of  some  portion  of  the  evil),  do 
instantly  set  oflP  for  the  disturbed  districts : — ^take 
aoeurate  note  of  the  state  of  public  feelingi — 
and  acquaint  us  by  eacpi^ss  of  the  urgencies  of 
the  case."*— 

**  Madnessr-r^edCzartoryskiy  chafing  beyond 

his  own  control  at  the  supineness  of  th§  yaletu- 
dinarian  minister  and  sober  churchman. — *'The 
train  is  on- the  eve  of  explosion; — a  few  hours 
only  remain  to  us  for  a  countermine  T — 

**  The  night  after  to<-morrow,  my  noble  lord/* 
said  Konstanty  Felinski,  **  was  expressly  desig* 
nated  by  these  two  dogs  of— the — ^the — ^two  Jesu- 
its,— I  would  say, — ^for  the  assembling  of  the  Con- 
federation;— armed,  and  in  order  of  resistance. 
Let  the  insuigents  once  march  forward  in  array 
irom  the  recesses  of  the  Puszcza,  bearing  defi- 
ance to  all  constituted  authorities  and  promise 
of  redemption  to  the  peasantry,  and  ten  thousand 
men  will  flock  to  the  standard  of  the  Holy  Cross 
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within,  tvoee  ten  hoan  of  the  aouDding  of  their 
war-cry !" — 

**  Inroked  in  the  name  of  their  country  and 
tbeir  oreed,"  cried  Czelesuzkiy  *\for  whatever  nef»- 
rioufl  purpose  thoee  sacred  words  be  profaned,) 

not  a  son  of  the  soil  but  will  quickly  join  their 
array."— 

**You  apprehend)  then,  in  right  earnest,'' 
said  Briihl,  inclining  to .  reliance  on  Czelenszki's 
View  of  a  case  where  his  conclusions  could  not 
imt  be  lenient,  **  that  the  Confederation  of  Lubi- 
onki  presents  an  aqpect  of  grave,  import  to  liie 
Republic  T— 

*'  Many  trifling  circumstances  wilhin  my  own 
knowledge  are,  I  must  admit,  concurrent  with 
the  declaration3  of  Captain  Felinski,"  replied  the 
Count,  gravely. 

*^ Then,  indeed,  is  the  peril  imminent!"  cried 
Briihl, — ^starting  firom  his  seat.-  **We  must  not 
even  pause  till  morning  to  lay  the  affair  before 
those  great  officers  of  the  Rada  who  have  not 
yet  set  off  for  Petrikow."— 

^*  Preventative  measures^  if  speedily  and  de- 
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cidedly  taken,"  sidd  the  ArcUnehop,  in  his  osoal 
mild,  drawling,  tone  (so  much  at  variance  with 
the  promptitade  he  advoeated),  '*  nugfat  still  fore- 
stal  demonstrations  alike  alarmiiig  to  the  Be- 
public,  and  injurious  to  the  people*** 

*^The  two  cavalry  regiments  in  quaiters  at 
Lazienka,  under  the  command  of  the  gallant 
Colonel  Salkanski,  shall  have  order  of  march 
within  half  an  hour,"  continued  Count  Briihl, 
taking  his  tablets  from  his  pocket.  ''Were  it 
not  hazarding  the  excitement  of  public  curiou^ 
and  surmise,  I  would  venture  a  request  to  Prince 
C^artoryski  that  the  brigade  of  Uhlans  in  which 
this  gentleman  is  serving  should  proceed  with 
them  on  their  route.  As  it  is,  I  must  rely  upon 
his  friendly  aid  to  sanction  Captain  Felinski's 
service  with  the  troops  of  the  Republic,  to  whom 
his  guidance  and  instructions  appear  indispen- 
sible." 

Czartoryski,  detecting  in  the  project  of  BrUhl 
an  intention  to  exonerate  himself  towards  Key* 
serlmg  and  the  Czartoryskian  party  by  premising 
the  coalition  of  its  princely  leader,  readily  acqui- 
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esoed  in  the  proposal.  Already  he  noticed  in 
the  countenance  of  the  minister  (although  trou- 
bled by  new  and  unexpected  anxieties)  an  ex- 
pression of  exultation  arising  from  his  own 
advances.  Beset  by  the  contentions  of  riTa,l 
factions,  each  saw  in  the  other  the  sole  ally  by 
.whose  support  he  might  be  enabled  to  make 
head  against  the  majority. — 

*'  My  young  friend,"  said  the  Prince,  glancing 
kindly  at  Felinski,  has  past  three  nights  with- 
out rest,  and  two  days  on  horseback.  I  there- 
fore solicit  of  your  Excellency,  in  his  name,  a 
rendezvous  with  the  troops  at  Wielicz,  a  station 
within  four  leagues  of  Lubloyst.  /  will  take 
care  that  he  is  at  his  post." 

^*  It  is  my  intention  instantly  to  visit  Wodar- 
odko,'*  said  Czelenszki,  perplexed  by  the  cour- 
tesies thus  singularly  passing  between  two  men 
whose  reciprocal  antipathy  had  filled  the  king- 
dom with  foreign  troops.    **  If  Captain  Felinski, 

— ^whom  I  recognize  with  pleasure  as  the  son 
of  a  neighbour  highly  respected  in  the  district 
of  Lubloyst, — ^will  accept  a  seat  in  my  travelling 
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carriage,  we  shall  reach  Wielicz  some  time  pre* 
vious  to  the  arrnral  of  the  detachment!** — 

**  Be  it  so!" — said  the  Prince;  while  Konstanty 
howed  his  acknowledgements: — and,  after  a  short 
conference,  employed  by  Count  Briihl  and  his 
secretary  in  taking  notes  of  names,  distances, 
and  numbers, — Czelenszki  and  the  young  soldier 
departed  together :  while  the  primate,  perceiving 
on  the  part  of  Prince  Czartoryski  an  inclination 
-to  prolong  his  interview  with  the  prime-minister, 
and  eager  iii  his  soul  to  promote  union  between 
those  whose  good  understanding  so  deeply  im- 
ported  the  interests  of  the  Republic,  hastened  his 
adieus  to  both. 

**  I  shall  repose  on  the  hope,'*  said  he,  as  he 
quitted  the  chamber,  **  that  your  Excellency'^  in- 
structions to  Colonel  Salkanski  will  be  to  spare 
the  waste  of  human  life,  and  reduce  these  mad* 
men  to  submission  by  demonstration  of  the  fruit* 

lessness  of  resistance.** — 

**  To  hear  these  heroes  of  the  Crosier  maunder 
of  temporal  government,'*  ejaculated  Briihl, — as 
the  pages  in  waiting   closed    the  door  on  the 
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exit  of  the  PrinwUy  whom  Gzartoryski,  and 
himself  had  conducted  ae  &r  aa  the  aoti-chaxp^ 
bar,  —  ^'one  would  imagine  them  ignorant  &at 
human  compact^  haye  never  yet  united  jarring 
iactionB,  unlejss  by  the  cement  of  human  blood ; 
— on  effusion  indispenaable  in  libation  to  the  At6 
of  earthly  discord." 

"And  yet  *iifi  hard,"  said  Czartoryski,  sneer- 
ingly,  "  that,  having  deprived  these  men  of  arts, 
commerce,  and  motives  of  honourable  industry^, 
we  should  affect  to  reprove  them  with  the  roaring 
voice  of  a  cannonade,  only  because  Beelzebub, 
iinding  them  idle,  fiffords  employment  to  their 
leisure! — ^This  grant  of  Czelenszki's  will  prove  a 
mighty  soutee  of  evil !" — 

"Adverse  circumstances  have  rendered  it  so," 
replied  the  Count.  "  But  'tis  not  too  late ; — and 
since  in  spite  of  the  Primate's  churchmanly  remon- 
strance,— in  spite  of  your  lordship's  inferences, — 
blood  must  flow  to  calm  the  fever  of  the  Confede- 
ration, be  it  my  task  to  turn  it  into  a  channel  that 
may  effitce  the  sign-manual  on  the  fatal  contract 

of  Wodarodko.     But  that  I  espy  the  shadows  of 
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Radziyil  and  his  Reyerence  of  Krakow  wandering 
behind  the  scenes  of  this  rural  drama,  my  first 
task  should  be  to  cut  through  the  coil  of  ropes 
twisted  by  the  boyish  folly  of  Czelenszki.'* 

"  One  word  more,  my  lord,  ere  1  leave  your 
Excellency  to  the  digestion  of  the  difficulty,"  said 
Czartoryski, — as  they  again  reached  the  threshold 
of  the  minister's  cabinet  or  oratory.  **C)n  the 
eve  of  my  departure  for  Petrikow,  I  crave  the 
favour  of  a  few  minutes'  private  audience." 

And  once  more  the  astonished  secretary  of 
Count  Bruhl  saw  the  door  of  the  little  chamber 
close  mysteriously  upon  the  conference  of  his 
master  and  his  master's  enemy  ! — 


CHAPTER   XXVI. 


And  num, — ^whoie  Hear'n-erected  &ce 
Hie  smiles  of  lore  adorn, — 

Man's  inhumanity  to  man 
Makes  countless  thousands  mourn. 


And  now,  the  storm  which  for  so  many  months 
had  been  gathering  oyer  the  fair  fields  of 
Mazow8ze»  was  on  the  eve  of  bursting  forth! — Al- 
though the  incarceration  of  Zydowka  and  the 
official  seal  still  affixed  upon  her  dwellings  pre- 
sented access  to  the  stores  of  Szmuhl,  the  vigilant 
Jesuit  took  care  that  a  sufficient  provision  of  the 
arms  and  ammunition  which  for  a  year  past  had 
been  by  slow  d^rees,  dq>06ited  in  the  vaults, 
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should  be  removed  to  the  doiBter.  Tliere  wms  no 
longer  time  for  caution.  Let  the  attention  of  the 
Grodski  of  Lubloyst  be  attracted  or  not  hy  the 
number  of  peasants  daily  visiting  the  Jesiutry^  it 
was  indiepensable  that  the  confederation  should 
be  placed  in  order  of  actiop,  without  the  deli^ 
of  a  day,  an  hour,  a  minute. 

Accustomed  to  the  utmost  exercise  of  his  hcol" 
ties, — to  examine,  combine,  direct,  and  look  widely 
into  the  future  without  losing  fight  of  the  pressing 
interests  of  the  passing  hour, — Father  Joachim 

appeared  to  gatiier  strength  and  ener^  from  the 
approaching  crisis. 

**At  the  head  of  a  body  of  ten  thousand 
armed  and  able  men,*'  mused  he,  (at  the  close  of 
a  night  passed  in  distributii^  arms  to  hundreds  of 
applicants  witiiin  those  consecrated  gates,  hereto- 
fore sought  for  doles  of  charity  or  remission  of 
the  stain  of  mortal  sin,)  **  I  shall  dictate  such 
terms  to  the  senate  sis  will  leave  the  richest  mitre 
of  the  Republic  at  my  disposal ;  or,  if  it  please 
Heaveil  to  remove  the  sickly  dotard  who  now 
weighs  down  the  throne  with  his  leaden  insii 
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Oiooe,  let  the  day  of  election  ccmie,  and  the  plain 
of  the  Vola  shall  find  that  other  feet  than  have 
been  aceostomed  to  trample  the  sorfece,  can  plant 
themselves  on  Us  aristocratic  earth! — ^Wearfly  have 
I  dng,  and  sowed,  and  planted; — ^^but  easy  and 
welcome  will  be  the  labours  of  the  harvest  !"^ — 

But  there  was  one  portion  of  his  task  which 
neither  skill  nor  patience  could  facilitate.  Father 
Joachim^  who  had  found  it  no  difficult  matter  to 
produce  a  strong  impression  on  the  young  and 
ardent  mind  of  Juliusz  and  Mineczka, — ^to  impose 
on  the  simplicity  of  their  fathers, — subjugate  the 
illiterate  boor  NepomiSiten, — ^purchase  the  allegi- 
ance of  this  Jewish  adherent,—- or  delude  and  mis- 
guide by  the  meteoric  fire  of  his  eloquence  the 
ignorant  Chlopstwo  of  the  Pttszcza, — ^had  never  yet 
found  his  genius  put  to  the  test  by  so  unruly  or  so 
dauntless  an  opponent  as  the  damsel  of  the  Jama. 
Doroska,  by  -  Mature  shrewd,  wilful,  vain,  and 
petulant,  was  indebted  to  the  wandering  tribes 
with  which  fi>r  three  years  past  she  had  been  in- 
corporated, for  a  thousand  wiles  of  cunning  and 
agility.    Her  brilliant  fiEmcy  and  ready  wit  were . 
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sharpened  by  hard  encoanter  with  the  perils  and 
perplexities  of  an  itinerant  life : — by  tarns  a  ban- 
terer  and  wrangler  with  the  populace  of  cities, 
and  a  haunter  of  the  vrildest  recesses  of  savage 
nature,  her  mind  was  alternately  debased  and 
purified, — blinded  by  the  vanity  of  the  hour  to 
the  reprobacy  of  her  pursuits,  or  restored  I7  the 

necessities  of  her  condition  to  the  wholesome 
bitterness  of  repentance ! — Unlettered,  untaught, 
uncared  for,  but  eminently  superior  in  faculties 
and  dexterity,  the  cunning  neophyte  of  the  Bohe- 
mians sometimes  bestowed  upon  herself,  and  some- 
times upon  others,  the  venr^  engendered  in  her 
bosom  by  the  consciousness  of  degradation. 

One  only  person  was  undeservedly  exempted 
from  the  contempt  and  loathing  with  which 
the  outcast  regarded  the  race  by  whom  she  was 
caressed  and  reviled, — flattered  and  insulted. 
Her  passion  for  Konstanty  Felinski,  for  the  brave 
and  beautiful  who  had  stooped  to  notice  her 
in  her  obscurity,  and  bestow  his  affections  (his 
affections !)  on  the  charcoal  -  wench  of  Lubionki. 
was   still    unextinguished  and   inextinguishable. 
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Like  many  a  gaudy  plant  whose  fruits  are  bitter 
and  poiaonons,  the  flower  of  that  first  affection  had 
been  lovely  in  her  eyes, — and  the  remembrance 
would  not  pass  away.  —  She  cursed  the  forms 
and  institutions  that  kept  them  asunder, — the 
prejudices  of  birth  which  seemed  to  interdict 
him  from  raising  her  to  his  bosom  and  making 
her  his  wife:  'but  she  cursed  not — (how  could 
she, — so  loving  and  so  trusting  him?)  the  be- 
trayer,— ^the  cruel, — ^the  falsehearted, — ^who  had 
first  b^uiled  her  from  the  humble  home  of  her 
innocent  youth ;  and  then  persuaded  her  to  take 
refuge  in  a  vile  and  baneful  calling,  only  to  re- 
move her  from  a  neighbourhood  where  the 
publicity  of  her  shame  might  be  productive  of 
evil  to  himself.  Not  that  the  dishonour  of  a 
miserable  Chlopka  of  the  Jama  by  one  of  gentle 
birth  would  have  been  accounted  a  crime,  oi* 
even  a  fault,  among  those  of  his  degree :    but 

Konstanty,  in  the  course  of  his  suit,  had  found 
ample  occasion  to  recognize  the  unusual  stern- 
ness of  the  W^glarz   and   the    ferocity   of  his 

sons.'— 

VOL.    11.  I 
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The  humiliationfi  and  degradatiooB  by  which 
in  the  vidssitudes  of  her  vocation  Doroeka  had 
been  beset,  were  however  trivial  in  comparison 
with  the  vexation  of  finding  herself  the  prisoner  of 
Father  Joachim,  at  a  moment  when  the  destinies 
of  Konstanty  seemed  dependent  on  her  freedom 
of  action.  Daring  the  summer  weeks  she  had 
passed  concealed  in  the  cabin  of  an  obscure 
straznik  among  the  recesses  of  the  Forest,  the 
mysteries  of  the  Confederation  had  been  fiilly 
disclosed  to  her ;  and  but  for  her  knowledge  that 
all  her  nearest  connexions  were  involved  in  the 
Union,  it  is  probable  she  would  have  attempted 
to  convert  the  discovery  into  a  source  of  fortune 
for  herself  or  for  Konstanty.  But  Doska,  the 
wanderer  of  other  provinces,  nay,  even  of 
other  countries, — a  haunter  of  fairs,  wakes,  mar- 
ket-places,— the  karczma,  and  szynk, — ^was  fully 
alive  to  the  importance  of  the  question ;  and  ap- 
prehending that  a  disclosure  might  be  the  means 
of  condemning  those  angry  brothers  to  an  ig- 
nominious death  whose  animosity  she  had  wil- 
fully  provoked,    nothing  but   the  discovery  ac- 


OF   LUBIONKI.  171 

cideatelly  effected  on  occaeion  of  the  Zydowka's 
arreBt,  would  hare  induoed  her  to  fiace  the 
imporUikt  secret  at  the  disposal  of  the  young 
8oldier«  And  now, — ^dow  that  she  was  a  prisoner, 
— m  spite  of  her  sickness  and  feebleness  a  bound 

captive    in   a   cell    of   the   Zakon   Jesuitow  of 

* 

Lubloysty— she  had  the  misery  of  knowing  that 
Konstanty  had  gone  forth  with  the  express 
intention  of  seeking  out  the  Forest  meeting: 
— ^Ihat  his  life  was  in  the  power  of  her  enraged 
kindred;  or  theirs — (fatal  alternative) — ^in  his! 

And  there  she  lay, — ^hampered  in  the  toils  of 
the  enemy ; — ^neglected,  forgotten,  or  remembered 
only  that  a  pittance  of  bread  and  water  might 
keep  life  fluttering  in  her  repining  heartl — She^ 
the  lithe  of  limb, — ^the  tree-climber, — the  posture 
mistress,  —  to  whose  elastic  muscles  movement 
was  life,  ^— lay  bound  on  the  hard  pallet  of  a 
monastic  cell,  —  measuring  with  her  bloodshot 
eyes  the  height  of  the  closely  barred  window; 
and  vainly  trying  to  fret  away  the  hemp^i  cords 
cutting  into  her  delicate  flesh ! — ^Twice  had  Fa- 
ther Joachim  visited  her  in  her  prison,  in  the 

i2 
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hope  of  obtaining  gome  insight  into  Konstanty's 
objects  and  intentions :  and  twice  when  (foiled 
in  his  purpose  by  the  courageous  but  audacious 
firmness  of  the  captive)  he  addressed  her  in  the 
terms  of  spiritual  reprobation  her  abject  calling 
seemed  to  justify,  Doska's  indignation  burst,  forth 
into  a  torrent  of  invective,  justifying  further 
severity. — 

'^  Lie  there,  blasphemer!"  cried  he  at  last, 
stung  home  by  her  biting  sarcasms,  "  lie  there, 
choking  with  the  venom  of  thy  bitter  nature ;  while 
the  limbs  of  thy  dainty  paramour  feed  the  prey- 
birds  of  Lubionki.  I  ask  thee  of  thy  lover  but  to 
probe  thy  own  designs ;  for  soon  shall  the  mangled 
body  of  Konstanty  Felinski  hang  to  the  highest 
tree  of  the  Puszcza,  —  a  mark  of  scorn  for  the 
Confederates  of  the  Holy  Cross,  —  a  mark  of 
congregation  for  the  vultures  of  Mazowsze  !** — 

This  stroke  of  vengeance  was  as  ill-judged 
as  it  was  cruel.  The  mind  of  Doska,  at  all 
times  a  chaos  of  ungovernable  passions,  and  re- 
cently excited  by  her  perilous  adventures  in  the 
forest,  her  wound,  her  momentary  reunion  with 
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the  idol  of  her  infatuated  heart,  — wa«  easily 
inflamed  to  madness;  and  had  not  the  Jesuit 
quitted  the  ceU  ere  she  recovered  power  of 
utterance^,  it  is  probable  that  not  even  the  m- 
durated  bosom  of  a  son  of  Loyola,  had  been 
proof  against  her  anguish,  her  adjurations,  her 
wild  but  tender  lamentations. 

And  such  was  her  condition,  when  Nepo- 
mucen  Pula&ki  (on  whose  susceptible  heart  the 
airy  elegance  of  Doska's  figure  in  her  fenciful 
vest  of  green  and  gold,  as  she  was  borne  from 
the  Zydowka's  dwelling,  had  made  a  powerful 
impression)  having  left  Father  Joachim  ssie  at 
Lttblowicz  with  Juliusz  and  his  fidr  guest,  made 
all  speed  for  the  Friary,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a 
second  glance  of  the  prisoner. 

"  Twere  a  shame  that  the  poor  girl  suffered 
any  injury  at  the  hands  of  those  old  hooded 
crows,  the  knavish  Jesuits,**  thought  he,  as  he 

« 

approached  the  portal.  **  For  though  not  alto- 
gether of  spotless  life,  and  as  I  have  heard,  a 
mere  rope-dancer  and  tumbler  at  the  Dantzig 
fair,  the  damsel  is  of  rare  grace  and  fascination. 
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Never  believe  xne  if  the  braided  locks  of  Mi- 
neczka  Michaelokska  are  longer  or  brighter; — 
or  the  black  eyes  of  the  swine -herdess  of  Ostro- 
nimpszch  half  so  sparkling ! " — 

Daring  the  absence  of  the  saperior,  Nepomu- 
cen,  as  a  sworn  Confederate,  commanded  free 
access  to  the  friary ;  nor  had  he  wandered  long 
among  the  cloisters,  before  the  moans  of  the 
wretched  prisoner  sufficiently  indicated  the  place 
of  her  confinement.  But  the  cell  was  barred  and 
locked ;  and  the  utmost  the  lubber  could  effect 
in  gratification  of  his  curiosity,  was  to  climb  up 
to  the  grated  window  for  a  remote  survey  of  its 
inmate.  All,  however,  that  had  captivated  him 
in  the  picturesque  figure  of  the  young  Bohemiftn 
had  disappeared.  Hand-bound,  and  fooirbound, 
— her  countenance  distorted — her  teeth  gnashing 
— her  lips  livid, — Doroska  lay  calling  upon  death 
to  terminate  her  sufferings. 

*'The  poor  wench  is  fnghted  out  of  her  rea- 
sonable self!"  muttered  Nepomucen,  aghast  at 
the  grievous  spectacle.     "  Never  believe  me  but 
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*tiB  a  fyy«^»^^  to  a  CSirifltian  eonntry  lliat  a  hard- 
sooled,  Bedition-flowii)^,  flmty-&ced  priest,  sbooU 
lay  Tiolent  hands  upoo  a  creature  as  firagOe  and 
gracefbl  as  a  roe  of  the  Puszcza.  For  all  her 
dipsome  waist  and  arch  looks,  the  poor  Bohe> 
mian  is  no  longer  fit  for  aught  hat  a  lazaret  for 
lunatics.'' 

Attracted  hj  the  sodden  darfcening  of  the  nar- 
ronr  window,  the  miseraUe  girl  turned  her  looks 
upon  the  introder. 

"  Fiend  r  cried  she— and  Pohifiki's  heart 
thrilled  at  the  intennty  of  her  shrill  accents. 
*'Art  then  come  to  take  me  hence? — Wei* 
onne,  dark  one,  welcome ! — althongfa  the  change 
lead  to  more  fearfbl  durance,** — 

"  Patience,  patience,  Panna  Doroska,"  cried 
Neponmcen,  ho{nng  to  padfy  her  by  excess  of 
ooortesy,  <*  Neter  mistake  me  for  Niemeqrk 
or  fiend! — look  again,  sweet, — and  thoa  wilt  see 
only  an  honest  Maar, — a  much  admirer  of  thy 
trimly  waist  and  green  cassokin." 

*'  I  know  that  voice !"  faltered  the  soffierer, 
a  glimpse  of  reason  revisiting  her  distempered 
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from  his  firiend  JuliuBz,  he  regarded  him  with 
coBQideraUe  awe.  Nepomucen  knew  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  decorum  and  respeetahility  to  show 
deference  to  the  ministers  of  his  £uth ;  and  widi 
a  shrewd  suspicion — (a  suspicion  as  shrewd  as 
many  that  dart  through  the  dense  understand- 
ings of  dolt-heads,)  that  Father  Joaehim  waa  a 
knave  and  a  traitor, — continued  to  fear  him  as  a 
man,  and  revere  him  as  a  priest.  Incoherent, 
therefore,  and  inconsistent  were  the  excuses  with 
which  he  greeted  the  inquiries  of  the  superior 
touching  the  motive  of  his  visit ;  and  the  Jesuit, 
who  had  already  noticed  the  impression  made 
upon  the  oaf  by  the  graceful  guest  of  the  Zydow- 
ka,  had  little  difficulty  in  tracing  it  to  ita  true 
origin.  Lending  an  impatient  ear  to  Nepomu* 
cen's  pretence  of  watching  over  the  interests  of 
the  Confederation,  he  bad  him  hasten  to  Lub- 
lowics,  and  release  Panna  Michaelokska  firom 
her  unpleasant  situation. 

Father  Joachim  had  already  satisfied  the  mis- 
givings of  his  favourite  disciple  that»  feeble  and 
promise  -  shackled  as  he  was,  it  was  his  dutf  to 
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mnont  a&d  take  the  field  rather  than  sit  mourn* 
tag  in  diinmey  nooks  while  Poland  was  appeal- 
ing tnnnpet-  tongned  to  the  ralonr  of  her  ehfl- 
dfen, — and  determined  that  ahonld  his  faionrow's 
intelMgence  from  Warsaw  bring  tidings  of  the  ap-> 
preaehing  dissolution  of  the  king,  the  Confedera- 
tion  should  towards  evening  master  openly  on  the 
pkdn  of  Ostronimptszch,  march  npon  LnUojst, 
make  prisoners  the  official  anthoritiee  of  the  town, 
and  nose  the  beacon  fires  of  the  Holy  Gross  on 
the  high  lands  adjoining  the  Vistnla.  The  near- 
est ^rrison  was  situated  at  such  a  distance  that 
two  days  mnst  elapse  ere  any  defensive  mea- 
sures could  be  efficiently  taken  against  their 
movements ;— •previous  to  the  expiration  of  whidi, 
the  troops  mustered  by  Father  Dionysius  would 
be  in  the  field.— 

'*  I  tell  ye/'  cried  Joaddm,  in  addressmg  that 
night  a  select  congregation  of  the  Poszcai  com- 
psfliy,  whom  the  tidings  of  Fdlinski's  departure 
from  the  country  agun  eniabled  to  assemble  at 
Kawery'e  eottage^  *«  that  mighly  as  is  the  host 
which  Ood  hath  gathered  together  among  his 
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cbildren  of  Sarmatia  to  guard  the  sanctity  of 
his  ark  from  the  touch  of  Dissidents  and  hea- 
thens, no  sooner  shall  the  toc^  sound  in  the 
ears  of  those  who  slumber  by  the  way  side  or 
dream  away  their  souls  in  the  sloth  of  luxury 
than  thousands  will  arise, — ^yea !  thousands — ^to 
elevate  the  banners  of  the  Holy  Cross,  and  bear 
them  against  the  enemies  of  their  country.  Hill 
and  valley  will  send  forth  legions  of  oppressed 
and  murmuring  men,  whose  injuries  it  will  be 
our  happiness  to  redress ;  and  when  the  anthem 
of  kingly  anointment  shall  resound  in  the  aisles 
of  Krakow,  the  prince  whose  consecration  it  pro* 
claims  must  swear  at  the  altar  that  equal  laws  and 
their  hcmest  administration  shall  consolidate  the 
children  of  the  Republic  into  a  Republic  indeed."^ 
Such  were  the  hopes  with  which,  that  night, 
many  a  young  head  lay  throbbing  on  its  hard 
pillow : — such  the  promises  which  gave  light  and 
life  to  many  a  heart  long  dead  to  joy : — such 
the  visions  that  brightened  even  the  gloom  of  the 
Jama  cabin,  so  long  haunted  by  the  busy  fiend  of 
unappeased  revenge ! — The  morrow  was  to  bring 
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the  gathering  night  of  the  Puszcza,  and  the  Con* 
federates  were  already  armed,  and  eager  for  the  * 
struggle. — Bat  the  morrow  mom  brought  news 
to  the  ZidLon  Jesait6w  that  the  infirm  king  had 
already  receiyed  the  last  rites  of  the  church ;  and 
those  tidings,  instead  of  disseminating  through 
the  country  tiie  gloom  which  forms  the  only  pa- 
negyric on  a  dying  prince,  imparted  to  the  Con- 
federates tiie  promise  of  instant  relief,  and  roused 
the  partizans  of  Russia  to  greater  activity. — 

Nerer  had  the  eyes  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  district  of  Lubloyst  fixed  themselves  so 
eagerly  on  the  departing  day-light,  or  so  lan- 
guished for  the  darkness  of  the  night,  as  on  that 
which  was  to  display  the  signals  of  insui^ency. — 
The  evening  came.  The  sun,  as  if  jealous  of 
their  happiness,  sent  forth  a  lurid  gleam  of  deep 
red  light ;  and  the  dwellers  of  the  valley,  bidden 
to  look  towards  the  high  ridge  of  the  forest  for 
the  beacon  "flight  announced  by  Joachim,  gazed 
and  gazed  towards  that  western  horizon,  doubt- 
ing, wondering  and  debating  whether  the  glim- 
mering redness  were  produced  by  the  expiring 
day,  or  by  the  promised  signal. — 
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'*  Behold  !^'  cried  Ignacy  to  his  0O11B9  lookii^ 
earnestly  from  the  eminence  pointed  oat  by  Jo- 
liuBz  to  his  fiither  as  the  central  vista  of  the  forest* 
**  Behold  it  encreases ! — ^It »  not  sunset!  it  is  no 
reflection  of  the  evening ; — ^for  evening  wanes  with 
a  slow  and  steady  expiration,  and  yonder  light 
fledLers  and  wavers." — 

'^  I  see  a  vapour  as  of  beacon  smoke  over* 

hanging  the  spot!"— cried  Matiasz,  raising  his 
confederatka  cap  from  his  brows,  with  a  sen- 
timent of  adoration  such  as  a  Mede  or  Per- 
sian might  have  testified  towards  the  Inminaiy 
of  the  heavens. — 

'*  I  see  a  tongae  of  flame  cnrling  upward  to 
the  skies  !"~exclaimed  Erazm,  bending  his  knee 
to  earth,  and  stretching  forward  his  head  through 

the  dusky  twilight.  *'  Houbba  ! — ^Vivat  ! — the  day 
and  the. hour  are  come!" — And  without  rising 
from  his  knee,  he  turned  suddenly  to  the  old  fo- 
ther,  beride  him,  and  pressed  his  lips  again  and 
again  in  silent  gratulation  to  the  toil*hardened 
hand  of  the  W^larz^ 

*'  Up   and  onwards !"  cried  Matiaas.  '*  Lose 
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not  1^  ininiite.  No  longer  akalkers  in  the  forest 
deBring,  bat  in  arms  for  our  native  country  we 
mnBter  ihis  night  at  Ostronixnptszch."-^ 

<«And  thence  march  to  the  miasteczko  IT — 

cried  Erazm.-— 

*«  Cross  in  hand  ^11  the  ministers  of  the  Al* 
mighty  lead  ye  on/'  said  Ignacy  gravely,  as  if 
seeking  to  moderate  the  excitement  of  his  two 
iBsh  boys.  "  But  of  this  oh  !  my  sons,  be  minded : 
that  if  again  young  Juliusz  Felinski  take  station 
smong  the  Confederates  of  Lubionki,  ye  shall  be* 
hold  in  him  the  firiend  of  his  country,  and  not 
the  brother  of  .Konstanty/* — 

"  And  yet  the  name  of  Felinski ^" 

**  Is  sanctified  when  borne  by  a  true  patriot !''— - 
intermpted  the  W^larz  in ,  a  tone  of  paternal  au* 
thority,  **  Nay,  were  even  his  base^minded  brother 
patrolled  in  the  cause  of  the  Holy  Cross,  thens 
should  be  a  day  for  duly  and  an  after  day  for  re- 
venge. It  is  not  meet  that  the  cause  of  God  and 
his  saintSy— of  Liberty  and  the  Republic, — ^be  in- 
terrupted and  polluted  by  lewd  quarrels  or  ani- 
mosities.    To    parley  with  the  noble  brawlers 
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of  Petiikow  the  hirelings  of  Mascovy  is  the 
business  of  the  Confederates  of  Lubionki: — ^to 
wreak  retribution  on  the  betrayer,  the  business 
of  the  W^Iarze  of  the  Puszcza.  We  march,  boys, 
even  to  the  gates  of  the  Diet.  There  will  be 
leisure   hereafter  to  seek  in  the  wantonness  of 

his  wassailage,   this  minion  of  the  court;   and 

wash  out  in  his  blood  remembrance  of  our  hu- 
miliations." 

**  To  Ostronimptszch  !*' — cried  Erazm,  examin- 
ing his  pistols,  and  thrusting  them  into  the  lea^ 
them  girdle  of  his  koszula.  **  Let  us  conquer 
ere  we  decide  on  the  order  of  yictory." 

And  ere  they  reached  the  cabin,  the  enkin- 
dlement  of  the  Puszcza  -  beacon  was  corrobo- 
rated by  many  an  answering  fire  on  the  sur- 
rounding heights. — 

'*  Mazowsze  is  In  arms  !'*— cried  the  old  man 

waving  his  arm.  **  God  be  her  guide  and  ours — 
the  day  of  deliverance  is  at  hand  T 
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In  miglity  quadrate  join'd 
Of  anion  irresistible,  they  move 
Indissolubly  firm  $ — ^nbr  obnons  hill, 
Nor  Btrait'ning  Tale,  nor  wood,  nor  stream  dirides 
Their  perfect  ranks ;  the  passive  air  opbore 
Their  nimble  tread  1" 

Paradise  Lost. 


Thb  place  selected  by  the  Confederates  of  Lu- 
bionki  for  their  last  critical  rendezvous,  was  the 
plain  of  Ostronimptszch :  and  about  the  hour 
when  the  cover-fire  bell  was  dismissing  to  rest 
the  sober  inhabitants  of  Lubloyst,— the  first  com- 
pany of  the  insurgents  of  Lubionki,  who  afforded 
a  name  to  the  Union,  marched  forward  in  close 
phalanx ;  measuring  their  advance  by  the  follow- 
ing choral  hymn. — 
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HYMN. 

We  come,  avenging  God ! — we  come,— 
RoQs'd  by  no  tock  of  martial  drum ; 
No  trumpet's  tongue,  no  clarion  ahiill  ;- 
The  Patriot's  heart  beats  louder  still. 


We  paua»-4nspiriBg  God !— we  pause 
To  read  the  table  of  thy  laws ; — 
Stem  tho'  thy  priesto  iU  he^ts  folfil. 
The  Patriot's  heart  is  sterner  still. 


We  swear, — attesting  God ! — we  swear 
Thy  word  within  our  souls  to  bear; 
Tho*  strong  allurement  tempt  to  ill. 
The  Patriot's  heart  is  stronger  stiD  ! 


We  raise,  redeeming  God ! — ^we  raise 
Unto  thy  throne  our  hymns  of  praise  ;— 
Let  angel  hosts  obey  thy  will, 
Hie  Patriot's  heart  is  humbler  stOl. 


We  go,— protecting  God !— we  go  !— 
Nerre  thou  our  arms  to  crash  thy  foe  !• 
To  sare  or  day,*   redeem  or  kill  ;•— 
The  champions  of  thy  altars  still  1^ 


Ere  the  Xawerians  had  taken  up  their  poei- 
tion  on  the  western  veige  of  the  plain  towards 
Lubloyst,   the   foresters  of  the    Poszcza,    each 
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bearing  in  his  hands  a  beechen  boogh,  whose 
light  leaves*  rustled  with  eyery  passing  wiad,^ — 
were  joined  by  a  body  twice  as  considerable  in 
extent  thongh  accounted  of  less  importance  among 
the  thrones  and  dominions  of  the  Confederation — 
nmmelyy  the  bargemen  and  raftsmen  of  the  Vistula. 
To  these  were  soon  added  the  malcontents  of  the 
suburbs  of  Lubloyst,  to  the  number  of  seven  hun- 
dred men.  Each  detachment,  according  to  pre» 
vious  regulation,  kept  itself  for  the  present  dis- 
tinct;— ^but  scarcely  had  they  taken  the  field, 
when  the  trampling  of  horses  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  the  village,  and  a  rumour  instantly 
ran  along  the  lines,  (for  a  moment  startled  at  the 
sound),  that  Father  Joachim  and  thirteen  Brethren 

of  the  Zakon,  accompanied  by  the  young  Panicz 
of  Lublowicz,  and  two  or  three  discontented 
burgl)ers  of  the  Miasteczko,  were  bringing  in  so- 
lemn procession  the  Banner  of  the  Holy  Cross ; — 
embroidered  by  the  holy  hands  of  the  Ursulines 
of  Grodno,  and  forwarded  to  the  Confederation 
by  their  Lithuanian  Captain  -  General  through 
the  intervention  of  the  Zyd  of  Lubloyst. 
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A  shout  of  gn.tu]ati<m  rent  the  air  in  wel- 
eome  Id  the  hallowed  ensign  which^  on  reach* 
ing  the  centre  ci  the  space  oceopied  1^  the  in- 
8iif]genl8,  was  ddhrered  hy  Father  Joachim  to 
the  hand  of  Jnlinsx  Felinski ;  and  an  attempt  was 
made  to  draw  np  the  men  into  a  sort  of  hollow 
stjuare  that  the  harangae  of  the  yonthfiil  enthu- 
siast, on  presenting  it  to  the  assembly,  might  be 
andiUe  to  all  present. 

Bat  either  the  novel^  of  his  atnation,  or  the 
defailitj  ct  recent  indisposition,  so  thoroughly  over- 
(came  the  self-possession  of  the  yonthfiil  enthusiast 
whose  fine  figure  might  hare  served  as  a  model 

for  Lucifer  the  son  of  light,  leading  forth  his 
cohofts  of  rebel  angels),  that  a  sense  of  sufib- 
cati<m  repressed  the  exhortation  he  was  about  to 
address  to  the  congregation.  Suddenly  reining 
up  his  horse  in  the  centre  of  the  square,  he  waved 
the  heavy  folds  of  the  banner  over  his  head, 
shouting  aloud  the  emphatic  words,  "God  and 
our  CouMTRT  r 

But  the  time  for  oratory  was  past.  There 
was  no  longer  need  of  verbal  incitement.    Each 
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indiTidnal  standing  on  the  plain  felt  the  burn- 
ing spirit  astir  within  him.  The  electric  chain 
was  jarring  firom  link  to  link ;    and  it  was  the 

biisinefls  of  the  leaders  to  subdue^  rather  than 
to  excite,  the  passions  of  their  followers. 

*^  'Tis  not  an  hour  or  a  place  for  niceties  of 
argument,"  cried  young  Erazm  from  his  post  at 
the  head  of  one  of  the  Forest  companies,  desig- 
nated as  that  of  the  Jama. — "  We  have  already 
talked  too  freely  and  listened  too  long. — Let  us 
act! — ^The  eyes  of  the  besotted  Grodski  hare 
already  fi&llen  upon  the  blaze  of  our  beacons, 
to  the  detriment  of  his  night's  slumbers.  Let 
us  follow  up  the  panic; — ^march  straightway  to 

the  town ;— <lefeat  the  ruffianly  Hayducks  at  their 
post ; — ^possess  ourselves  of  the  Ratusz  and  its  re* 

cords  of  iniquity ; — of  the  prison  gates,  and  their 
;iecrets  of  shame!" — 

**  Let  the  prisoners  gyved  and  endungeoned 
by  this  minion  of  the  Saxon  Briihl,  be  set  at 
liberty,"  cried  Henryk,  the  forester » 

*^  Tish  a  shzame  an  szin  for  free  bom  mensh 
to  be  hovelled  down  under  de  stonesh  of  de  Shar- 
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mack  like  brute  beastsh  of  de  creaahionsh," 
cried  Ramon  the  Jew,  whose  two  brothers  were 
imprisoned  for  vending  spices  with  false  weights. 
"  Be  our  first  act  an  act  of  mercy ! "  cried 
old  Xawery  devoutly. — 

"  Be  our  first  act  an  act  o(  justice!**  ^yacu- 
lated  the  Jesuit,  amazed  to  discover  that  he  was 
no  longer  able  to  repress  the  fierce  impulses  he 
had  called  into  action.  *'To  loose  malefactors 
on  the  community  is  madness.  Once  in  possession 
of  the  town,  you  will  have  leisure  to  enquire 
into  the  criminality  of  the  captives,  and  shew 
mercy  where  mercy  is  due/' 

*^  And  what  if  one  guilly  one  escape  unpunish- 
ed," cried  Henryk, — "  so  the  innocent  go  fi-ee  ? 
The  Zydowka  Salomea  hath  been  plunged  into 
a  dungeon  only  to  satisfy  the  mi^vings  of 
the  doting  Grodski.  Tis  our  duty  to  rescue 
those  who  suffer  in  the  cause  of  the  Confeder- 
ation." 

'<  To  the  Ratusz— to  the  Ratusz ! "— ^^ried  fifly 
voices  at  once,  <rf  persons  more  or  less  connected 
with  the  felons  of  Lubloyst. 
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"  To  the  Ratusz,  and  welcome ! "  exclaimed 
Juliiiflz  Felinskiy — ^his  voice  enfeebled  by  Bicknees 
aaniming  a  hoarse  tone  in  the  exertion, — *^  But 
ere  we  advance,  be  it  remembered  that  we  march 
in  the  cause  of  Freedom  —  of  the  people  of 
Poland ;  and  that  our  first  step  is  decisive.  Let 
our  enterprize  but  assume  an  aspect  of  rash- 
ness  and  unadvisedness,  and  'tis  rebellion  to  be 
crushed.  Let  it  proceed  with  a  grave  earnest- 
ness worthy  the  object  to  be  attained,  and  'tis 
the  first  movement  of  a  mighty  system  of  Re- 
form,—  well -organized  and  firmly -intentioned. 
By  re-engrafting  on  the  community  the  ruffians 
it  has  already  ejected  from  its  bosom,  you  court 
disease  and  infamy  into  the  very  heart  of  the 

Confederation  ; — and  if  the  Commonweal  '* 

He  was  interrupted  by  a  general  murmur  of 
dissatisfaction.  **  We  meet  not  now  to  raise 
dilemmas  of  right  or  wrong,"  shouted  a  ferocious 
looking  man,  wearing  the  dress  of  a  raftsman 
of  the  Vistula.  "  We  are  here  to  act — szabelka 
in  belt, — and  carbine  on  shoulder.— -To  Lub- 
loyst! — We  shall  argue  better  of  our  ftirther 
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measures,  in  the  wisdom-inspiring  Justice  cham- 
ber of  the  Ratosz ! " 

"  To  Lublojst  then !  '*— cried  Father  Joachim, 
perceiving  with  consternation  the  insafficien^ 
of  his  influence  over  the  moving  mass  which,  in 
its  state  of  inaction  he  had  swayed  so  readily ;  as 
well  as  the  necessity  of  patient  pliancy,  in  order  to 
maintain  his  station  at  the  head  of  the  insurgents. 
And  addressing  a  few  hurried  words  to  Juliusz 

Felinski,  to  enforce  an  attempt  at  marshal- 
ment  and  order  which  served  but  to  encrease 
the  eagerness  and  insubordination  of  the  undis- 
ciplined crowd,  —  they  set  forward; — led  on 
by  the  young  enthusiast,  who  had  now  re- 
mounted his  horse/  The  chief  object  of  Ju- 
liusz was  to  repress  the  fieiy  spirit  he  had  so 
often  contemplated  with  admiration.  The  up- 
roarious tumult  of  two  thousand  desperate  men, 
— ^many  of  them  exhibiting  the  consequences 
of  their  sojournment  in  the  karczma  of  Ostro- 
nimptszch,  and  many  more  actuated  by  pros- 
pects of  plunder  and  excess, — ^was  a  thing  so  new 
and   appalling  to  his  gentie  nature,  so  much  at 
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Tfiriance  with  hb  yiews  of  the  holineBS  of  the 
cause  and  die  moral  dignity  of  the  Confederation, 
that,  as  they  took  their  way  along  the  road  to 
the  Miasteczkoy  trampling  down  the  maize-fields 
on  either  side,  and  filling  the  air  with  shoats  of 
intemperance  far  different  from  the  sacred  vows 
breathed  while  the  influence  of  the  Puszcza 
companies  predominated  in  the  Confederation^  his 
Tcry  soul  thrilled  with  the  consciousness  that  he 
had  assisted  to  let  loose  a  derastating  torrent 
on  the  £ur  fields  of  Mazowsze  1 — 

At  every  step  they  were  met  by  scouts  from 
the  town,  who  communicated  to  Joachim  the 
eocreasing  panic  of  the  inhabitants.  The  alarum 
bell  was  already  heard  at  intervals,  louder  than 
even  the  outcry  of  the  insurgents.  The  Hay- 
ducks  were  in  arms.  Beacons  of  encampment 
blazed  fiercely  on  almost  eveiy  point  of  the 
surrounding  heights;  and,  as  the  elated  Con- 
federates passed  under  a  craggy  ridge  of  gravel 
overhanging  the  road,  the  flames  of  the  resinous 
pine  logs  of  which  the  fire  was  composed  threw 
a  fearful  glare  upon  the  scythe  blades  and  rude 
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pikeB  with  which  they  were  armed  for  the  en- 
counter. On  reaching  this  point  of  their  route^ 
Father  Hieronymus,  to  whom  was  delegated  the 
high  distinction  (^  bearing  the  consecrated  banner, 
checked  his  mule,  and  waving  on  high  the  rich 
folds  of  the  embroidered  ensign,  decorated  with 
the  national  colours,  and  bearing  the  l^end 
''  Pro  Rbliqionb  bt  Libbrtatb," — its  emUazon- 
nients  were  for  the  first  time  distinctly  visiUe 
to  the  insurgents. 

At  the  inspiring  spectacle,  new  vigour  seemed 

to  animate  their  souls ;  and  the  echo  of  the  loud 
^'  Ilourra ! "  that  burst  by  acclamation  finom 
the  multitude,  might  have  shaken  the  very 
foundations  of  the  Ratusz.  Brother  clasped  hands 
with  brother, — ^friend  with  friend ; — and  "  Wol- 
nosc  !  ••  —  "  Swoboda ! "  —  "  Polska ! "  —  uttered 
with  various  inflexions  of  encouragement,  pride, 
triumph,  and  confidence,  expressed  the  avdoor 
of  those  who  went  forth  in  the  name  of  the  holy 
Catholic  Church  and  the  Rights  of  man,  to  subvert 
the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  trample  into  dust 
the  humble  insignia  of  the  reformed  oonmiunion. 


OF  LUBXOKKI.  196 

Far  different,  meanwhile,  was  the  progress  of 
the  disciplined  troops  which,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Salkanski  and  the  gai(jhuice  of  Kon- 
stantjr  Felinski,  were  adyancing  to  the  scene  of 
action.  The  route  from  the  capital  lying  in  a 
direction  exactly  opposed  to  the  district  included 
under  the  influence  of  the  Confederation,  no  in- 
dications were  expected  to  impart  further  insight 
intp  its  measures,  till  they  reached  the  town  of 
Lubloyst,  situated  on  the  verge  of  the  Puszcza, 
and  it  afforded  no  subject  of  surprise  to  Colonel 
Salkanski  and  his  companions,  that  every  thing 
appeared  under  an  orderly  and  ordinary  array 
in  the  towns  and  villages  bordering  their  route 
from  Warsaw  to  Wielicz.  Even  at  the  latter 
town,  a  small  post  station  within  four  leagues 
of  the  borders  of  the  forest,  not  a  syllable  could 
be  extracted  from  either  the  mayor,  hayducks^ 
or  peasantry  calculated  to  throw  light  pn  the 
subject.  Entertaining  towards  the  Lubloyskians 
precisely  the  contempt  which  the  inhabitants 
of  a  small  town  ever  display  towards  those 
of   the  most  considerable   in   their   immediate 

k2 
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vicini^,  they  were  ready  to  admit  that  the  **  peo* 
pie"  of  the  Pu&zcza  were  a  super&titious  and  di&* 
affected  race ;  — the  "  people"  of  Lubloyst,  a  set 
of  greedy  and  rapacious  money-getters,  looking 
ciiily  to  their  own  advantage ; — and  the  "  people" 
of  the  navigation,  a  gang  of  ruffians.  But  of  the 
symptoms  of  a  political  imion  among  these  several 
degrees  of  evil  ones,  they  evidently  knew  nothing. 
Czelenszki, — ^whose  purpose  it  was  to  take  the 
head  of  his  establishment  for  the  maintenance  of 
civil  order,  but  with  due  regard  to  the  grievances 
of  the  people  and  the  redress  of  their  wrongs, — 
already  began   to  trust   that    the  depositions   of 

(^aptain  Felinski  whom  their  journey  together 
liad  revealed  to  him  as  a  vapouring  and  empty- 
headed  coxcomb,  were  exaggerated  and  un- 
worthy of  faith.  But  Colonel  Salkanski  found 
iK>  motive  in  the  absence  of  further  informa- 
tion, to  deviate  from  the  instructions  he  had 
received  previous  to  his  departure  from  the 
capital,  —  to  avoid  the  town  of  Lubloyst  and 
(making  directly  by  the  tannery  towards  the 
heart   of  the    Puszcza,)  take   possession   of  the 
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dealing  eo  as  to  forestal  the  aasembliog  of  the 
Ccnfed^utioii.  Chiefly  intent  on  aroiding  any 
Ofatbreak  of  insurgency,  it  was  believed  that  the 
airival  and  ooeupaney  of  the  troops  would  suffici- 
ently adyertise  the  rebels  that  their  secret  was  in 
the  possession  of  government ;  and  the  same  pre- 
^otioiiary  measures  being  extended  to  the  towns 
of  Wilna  and  Grodno,  and  other  places  which 
the  active  investigation  of  Briihl  might  convict 
of  participation  in  the  Confederation  of  the  Holy 
Cross,  all  overt  attempts  would  probably  be 
abandoned,  till  the  crisis  occasioned  by  the  death 
of  the  king  afforded  an  opening  for  new  machi- 
nations. 

The  movements  of  the  detachment  were  accord- 
ingly so  calculated  that  the  troops  might  take  up 

their  position  in  the  forest  at  night-fall ;  and,  but 
for  the  circumstance  that  they  approached  in  a 
direction  exactly  contrary-  to  the  localities  interest- 
^  in  their  proceedings,  it  was  impossible  but  that 
the  peasantry  must  have  become  aware  of  the 
vicinity  of  an  armed  force.  But  hitherto,  no  check 
or  suspicion  had  occurred  to  destroy  the  self-security 
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Grodaki  and  his  satellites,  wHhoat  r^ard  to  the 
higher  offidals  of  the  RepnUic.  Scoots  had  been 
placed  in  and  around  the  town : — but  die  neoea- 
ntjr  of  institatii^  out-poBts  in  the  Ibrest,  or  of 
directing  their  obsenratioiiB  towards  Warsaw,  had 
never  once  occorred  to  die  Jesoit  or  his  fidlowers. 
They  believed  themselyes  too  insignificant  in  dieir 
present  indpirat  stage  of  existence  to  hare  been 
named  in  the  Assembly  of  the  Rada  Nienstaj^ea 
of  Warszawa. 

^*  At  present  I  scarcely  make  out  the  object 
or  intentions  of  this  yoong  braggart  of  Czarlor- 
ski's  hoosehold,"  said  Col<mel  Salkandu,  taking 
aside  Count  Czelenszki,  as  he  was  aboat  to  quit 
the  detachment  and  proceed  incognito  towards 
Wodarodko.  <'  It  strikes  me  that  the  tale  of 
this  precious  plot  may  be  a  fable  intended  to 
expose  to  ridicule  the  credulity  of  our  feeble 
ministry;  and  were  I  not  trespassing  too  much 
on  your  lordship's  good  will,  I  would  entreat 
you  to  defer  your  visit  to  Wodarodko,  (which 
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jQVk  kixuily  attribate  to  a  desire  to  secure  refiresh- 
ment  and  accommodation  for  my  men)  and  do  me 
the  still  greater  favour  of  accompanying  me  into 
the  forest." 

"  I  would  willingly,  both  in  compliance  with 
your  desire  and  the  promptings  of  my  own  cariosity 

gratify  your  request,"' relied  Czelenszki,  *<more 
especially  as  belieying  t^t  in  case  of  any  serious 

affray,  my  personal  influence  with  the  misguided 
men  so  largely  indebted  to  me  might  be  of  some 
avail ;  but  as  nothing  but  instant  departure  for 
Wadarodkowill  enable  me  to  provide  for  " 

"  Let  me  beg  of  you,"  interrupted  Colonel 
Salkanski,  **  (and  did  time  allow  I  could  offer  you 
a  thousand  cogent  arguments  in  support  of  my 
request)  to  ride  with  me  at  least  towards  the 
Pus2cza.  Thence,  if  the  plan  of  the  country 
be  fbmished  me  correct,  it  will  be  as  easy  for 
you  to  reach  your  residence,  as  by  parting  com- 
pany with  us  here/' 

Unable  to  assign  any  sufficient  motive  for  re- 
ftisal.  Count  Czelenszki  acceded  to  the  request-  of 
the  commandant : — ^an  arrangement  productive  of 
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eonsiderable  mortification  to  KonstfOkty  Eelfaiiki^ 
who  had  expected  to  act  as  sole  guide  and  prompter 
of  the  gallant  Colonel,'  and  to  reap  hereafter  the 
fruits  of  his  officious  zeal. 

The  well-disciplined  body  of  troops  which  now 
pursued  its  line  of  march  towards  the  forest, — and 
which  was  hailed  by  the  few  chance  passengers 
encountered  by  the  way^  on  the  road  from  the 
Capital  to  the  garrison  of  one  of  the  fioatier 
towns, — ^proceeded  in  oi*derly  array,  creating  no 
disturbance  and  proyoking  no  alarm.  It  was  dusk 
when,  remotely  skirting  the  estates  of  LaUowica, 
the  detachment  entered  the  forest. — But  the  Pu»> 
cza  companies  were  already  mustering  oa  the 
plain  at  Ostronimptszch ! — 

Two  scouts  dispatched  by  Colonel  Salkanski, 
to  report  upon  the  aspect  of  things  m  the  Tillage 
of  Lubionki,  returned  with  intelligence  that  all 

was  quiet  and  the  inhabitants  apparently  retired 
to  rest. 

*^  Let  me  pray  you  to  observe  that  there  is  not 
the  slightest  track  or  indication  of  any  numerous 
assemblage  having  taken  place  in  the  neighbour- 
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hoMU^  oi)serv«d  Cielieiunki  to  his  military  com- 
pnainti,  **  The  state  of  the  road, — the  itnpemous 
th]ok«tBy--*liie  fern  breast-high  and  eyidently  un- 
trampled  by  heavier  foot  than  the  squirrels  spring- 
ing upward  to  the  beech  boughs,  convince  me  that 
Captain  Felinski,  by  accident  or  design,  has  exag- 
gerated the  case/* 

•*  Suspend  your  judgment,  my  lord  !**  cried 
Konstanty,  overhearing  the  observation  of  the 
yoimg  Magnat,  and  coming  flippantly  forward. 

"  I  pledge  my  veracity, — my  honour, — my  head, 
— ^  that  within  some  quarter  of  a  league  from  this 

very  spot, — ^within  a  few  hundred  furlongs  of  the 
Rook  fioniliarly  named  in  the  country,  (as  the 
local  information  of  Count  Czelenszki  may  aid  me 
in  attesting)  the  Pillar  of  Salt, — I  will  bring  you 
upon  a  pismire's  nest  of  traitors, — a  beaver's  co- 
lony of  forest  rebels,— such  as  will  tax  the  valour, 
diseretion,  and  firmness  of  the  gallant  train  we 
have  this  night  the  honour  to  precede,  mora 
than  they  have  been  tried  rince  the  cannon 
of  old  Frits  made  day-light  in  their  battalions.'' 
«VOn  than,  sir!"— •  said  Colonel  Salkanski 
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sternly ; — "  we  are  here  neither  to  trifle,  nor  be 
trifled  with.  Count  Czelenszki ! — ^accept  the  U8e  of 

my  led  chai^r ;  you  may  find  it  better  trained  to 
the  sort  of  exercise  prognosticated  by  Captain 
Felinski  than  the  brute  on  which  yott  are  mount- 
ed.— Forward ! — March." 


CHAPTER   XXVIIL 


Better  I  were  dirtnci:^ 
So  ikoald  1117  thoifilMs  be  lefcrBd  §nm  mj  gritf^ 
And  woei,  bj  strong  imagiiiatkm,  lose 
The  knowledge  of  themedrci. 


Dbsolatb  are  the  houn  of  the  eaptire ; — ^thrice 
desolate  those  of  the  hopeless  captiTe,  idio,  mark- 
ing  through  his  prison  hars  the  close  of  erery 
deelimng  day,  knows  the  decree  has  past  which 
renders  his  durance  and  his  life  a  coonnon  eon- 
demnation.  Bat  still  more  desolate,  still  more 
irritating,  the  refleed(His  of  the  prisoner  whose 
promised  liberty  is  tantalizingly  withheld;  and 
who  knows  that  on  the  erent  of  that  liberation 
depends  the  fortones — the  &te— of  some  beloved 
or  yenerated  firiend. 


tne  eooditkn  of  Ignaej's  imfintoiiate 

^ — ^Erea  m  &e  extramtr  of  her  fears  for 

Konstastj.  ^e  beliered  that  were  she  <Mily  firee 

rK^  vhin  aaii  aec  she  mi^t  yet  be  enabled  to 

wmm^  proaect.  and  sare  her  widesenruig  lover. 

Her  ttirtnGies^  of  mind  and    limb,    combined 

wrdt   &e  sapemamral  deicteritj  acquired  in  the 

exerdse  of  her  degrading  xocatimi,  inspired  her 

vTth  a   nocoa  that  sie  could  penetrate  where 

oth«5  wvfe  ezDrhided* — that  she  could  convey  in- 

lellig^niee  where  other  messengers  would  be  di9- 

pirited  Iw  the  didicnltv  of  die  enterprise. — Ami 

she  coold  do  nothing! — The  oaf  who  had  pro> 

meed  to  befriend  her  did  not  retom.    The  dow 

hoars  passed  one  bv  one  over  her  throbbing  head. 

Every  soimd  she  heard,  —  (and  the  movements 

of  the  Confederates  produced  many  noises  of  a 

strange   and  startling   nature  at  the  Jesuitry,) 

seemed  to  announce  the  coming  of  her  new  ally, 

and  the  termination  ot  her  sufferings. 

But  several  days  dapeed,  and  Neponmcen 
came  not  again.  Even  Father  Joachim  ceased 
to  visit  her.    The  affiurs  of  the  Confederales  had 


wamuned  so  ivqpooiiig  a  shape  that  Komtaaly  and 

his  mfiaenoe  Bf^peBjted  of  seoondarj  impoartaiiee; 

« 

Mid  Doska  seeored  by  bolt  and  bar  from-dl 
power  of  miBchiefy  he  eared  little  for  the  teasi 
Aed  hj  hir  prucmer,  or  the  imprecatiooa  braadied 
in  her  nuflerable  cell  of  captiTity.  A  lay-brotfaer 
of  the  order,  adTaneed  in  years  and  by  his  mi- 
santhropie  nature  pecoliarly  calcnlated  for  the 
task,  was  depated  to  sapply  her  with  food,  and 
see  that  her  health  bore  up  against  fwiYatian  and 
misery ;  and  from  him,  her  eager  inqairies  ob- 
tained intelligence  calculated  only  to  aggnmrte 
her  distress.  At  length,  in  the  exritemeot  of  the 
Lobionki  Unian,  even  he  began  to  n^leet  his 
tnsk;and  poor  Doska's  cruise  had  kng  heat 
unrefineshed,  and  her  hitter  head  hardened,  when 
young  Pula&ki,  at  length  enabled  by  the  de^ 
partiire  of  Joachim,  and  his  brethren  for  the 
PuszGsa  to  penetrate  into  the  interior  of  the 
friary,  hastened  to  folfil  his  promise  of  catting 
away  her  gyres,  and  partially  restoring  her  to 
fioecdom! 

Scareely  could  the  eieited  and  irriCabk  girl 
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oontrol  her  patience  while  the  doinqr- handed 
Nep  proceeded  in.  his  operations. 

*^  I  hare  waited  and  waited !"  cried  Ae,  her 
bo0om  panting,  and  her  eyes  flariiing  the  fine  of 
eagerness, — *'and  thou  earnest  not.  —  Lo!  my 
heart  is  sick ; — and  in  my  haste  and  my  solitude 
have  I  cursed  thee  again  and  again !" 

'^Thou  didst  wrong  thenl" — said  the  kind- 
hearted  lout,  still  diligently  persisting  in  his  task. 
**  Never  believe  me,  damsel;  but  I  have  kept  thee 
in  mind,  though  not  in  sight — (and  yet  in  sight, 
for  thou  wert  still  in  my  mind's  qre,)  from  hoar 
to  hour,  since  we  parted.  But  what  could  human 
hand  or  foot  or  head  do  more  than  stand  watch- 
ing under  the  fiiary  wall,  (for  all  the  world  like 
a  stone  saint  in  a  stone  niche,) — albeit  as  little  of 
a  saint  (the  saints  be  praised,)  as  any  lad  in 
MaxowszeT — But  there j  ever  and  ever,  was  the 
vigilant  eye  of  Father  Joachim,  fierce  as  that  of 
Sennacherib,  the  destroyer,  in  the  chapel-tapestry 
at  Wodarodko ; — and  so        " 

"Enough — enough!"  cried  Dosha.  "Thon 
art  here  at  last,  and  I  am  grateful." 
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«<  ELm  wottldBt  ihte  wldiedly  break  faith  iritb 
nte,**  said  Nepomncen,  mxspending  his  opemtioiis 
6ti  the  last  eotd  of  her  ligatures.  *^  Saidst  thou 
not  to  mei  *  Nepomok  Pulafiki !'  thorn  flaidefr-- 
(Heaveb  bless  the  honey-sweet  voice  that  uttered 
it,) — release  me  from  my  bonds,  and  see  with 
What  love  and  gratitude  Dosha  will  reward  thee ! ' 
— ^And  lo !— 4ny  task  is  in  act  of  fulfilment : — and 
I  wait  the  result." 

*'  It  cannot  be,"  cried  the  Bohemian,  writhing 
as  if  hoping  to  burst  asunder  the  last  cord  twisted 
round  her  slender  ancles — ^^  that  thou  hast  l)een 
moved  to  this  act  of  humanity  by  the  fancy  that 
I  was  like  to  become  leman  or  light  o'love  to 
such  a  thing  as  thou  ?" — 

**  By  what  else  t"  —  said  Nep,  resolutely, — 
and  desisting  from  his  task.  ^'  For  what  am  I 
fool  enow  to  bring  down  the  anathemas  of  yonder 
most  arbitrary  and  Moses-like  dispensator  of 
laws,  Joachim  the  priest, — ^but  for  the  hope  of 
guerdon  such 


'*  Enough !"  cried  Dosha,  knitting  her  finely- 
ardied  brows,  and  folding  her  arms  with  an  atti- 
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tode  of  graociul  dignily  that  served  only  to  en- 
hance  her  b^i^ty ,  in  the  ^eyes  of  Ncjiomucea. 

*VOn  better  knowledge  of  me  thou  wilt  pee  the 
danger  of  heaping  insult  on  one  ^ho,  nurtured 
among  the  wild  cubs  of  the  Pusz^zai  has  a  heart 
as  fierce  as  they." 

*^  Too  curiously  versed  am  I  myself  in  Posscza 
bear-chase/*  cried  young  Pulafski,  with  a  laugh 

he  intended  to  be  waggish,  '*to  be  intimidated 
by.  a  rough  hug,  where  aught  is  to  .be  won  by 
labour  and  perseverance." — 

**  Peace!"  cried  Doska,  stamping  with  her 
little  foot,  although  still  shackled  by  the  cords,  as 
he  had  seen,  her  when  assailed  by  the  Jesait  in 
the  dwelling  of  the  Zydowka. 

"Nay,  sweet-heart,  peace  as  much  as  thou 
listest, — so  thou  take  share  in  the  armistice^'' 
said  Nep,  in  a  voice  purporting  to  be  insinuating. 
"  Look  thee,  Doska ! — My  &ther  has  been  away 
this  month  past,  at  Riga,  on  traffic  of  his  hemp 
harvest  of  the  year.  There  is  none  to  control 
me  but  my  parcel-blind  shrew  of  a  mother; 
and   so   thou   wilt    shelter   with    me  at  some 
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Taseal's  homesteady  till  the  old  woman  ean  be 
brought  to  reason,  thou  shalt  have  to  boast 
tho  fairest  head-gear  of  pearls  that  money  can 
wring  from  the  treasure  chest  of  Szmuhl  and 
Salomea;  and,  for  thy  sport  on  feast-days,  a 
pacing  nag,  with  a  gayer  pillion  than  ever  graced 
the  palfrey  of  the  Grodski's  daughters." 

'^Awayl**  exclaimed  the  Bohemian,  tossing 
her  arms  with  violence  over  her  head,  as  if 
irritated  beyond  her  patience.  ''Away,  fool,  or' I 
shall  do  thee  a  mischief!*' — 

"  Tls    not    in    the    heart    of    thee,    Dor  • 
oska!-— 

''How  knowest  thou  what  is  in  my  heart? 
Sometimes  my  very  self  I  know  not.  But  tki$ 
know  I,  for  this  I  feel: — ^that  when  another  man 
seeks  at  my  hand  that  tenderness  which  shall 
be  my  Konstanty's  alone  so  long  as  life  is  in 
our.  hearts,— my  soul  turns  to  fire  in  my  breast, 
and  I  dare  not  guess  what  yiolence  may  spring 
from  its  fierceness." 

'^If  Konstanty  be  all  the  obstacle  that  inter- 
poses between  us,"  obeerred  Nepomucen,  attach- 


210  THE  C0NFBDBBATS8 

ing  little  faith  to  the  protested  fidelity  of  aa 
itinerant  mountebank,  **  my  chance  is  still  better 
than  my  hopes.  life  dances  merrily  in  thy  heart, 
my  pretty  Doska;  but  for  poor  Konstanty's, 
never  believe  me  if  it  be  not  colder  than  the 
stone  sculpturation  of  St.  Ignatius,  yonder  in  the 
cloister." — 

^^How  sayest  thou?" — said  the  poor  girl,  in  a 
low  intense  whisper,  coming  close  to  Pulafski, 
and  staring  wildly  in  his  &ce. 

"Even  as  thou  hearest,  damsel! — Konstanty^ 
with  all  his  braggartry,  proves  a  mere  mortal  like 

the  rest  of  us ; — and,  though  many  are  of  opinion 
that  he  came  to  his  bad  end  per  &vour  of  the 
long  rifle  wherewith  Erazm  and  Matiasz  the 
wgglarze  were  so  cunning  in  their  birding 
when  the  wood -hens  were  a- wing,  —  and  ex* 
press — " 

"Konstanty — murdered?**  ejaculated  Doska, 
laying  her  cold  hand  on  Pulafski's  shoulder, 
and  looking  so  piteously  into  his  eyes  that,  but 
for  the  increasing  ardour  of  his  desire  to  make 
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her  his  own,  he  would  scarcely  haTe  persisted  in 
his  sabterfiige. 

"Is  it  news  to  thee?**  was  his  erasrre 
reply.  "Truly  thoa  canst  know  little  of  the 
temper  of  the  Confederates  of  Lubionki  if  thou 
for  a  minute  doubtedst  that  (being  detected  pry- 
ing into  their  secrets)  he  had  but  a  short  shrift, 
ere  he  was  laid  in  as  deep  and  cold  a  grave 
as  the  elks  and  bisons,  who  have  been  lying  in 
the  Lithuanian  morasses  since  the  sea  voyage  of 
our  grand-dad  Noah." 

The  peal  of  hoarse  laughter  bursting  from 
the  lips  of  poor  Doska  upon  this  heart-whelnung 
intelligence,  rang  through  the  vaulted  cells  of 
the  Zakon,  as  though  the  grotesque  images  no* 
ticed  there  by  Konstanty  were  suddenly  endued 
with  impulses  of  mirth. 

"Nay,  Doska, — Doska, — ^tis  no  matter  for 
merriment,"  cried  Pulafski.  "Be  calm, — Dor- 
oeka!  be  pacified;— the  rumour  may  yet  prove 
faker 

But   still  she  laughed  louder   and  louder 
than  before. — 
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^^  On  my  rerj  soul  I  do  yet  beUeve  Konstanty 
lives,"  persisted  Nep,  in  a  pacifying  tone.  "  Never 
believe  me  but  I  do !" — 

"  Ever,  ever,  have  I  vowed  that  our  loves 
should  end  in  a  bridal !"  said  Ignacy's  dtoghter, 
with  maniacal  wildness.  "And  even  as  I  said, 
'tis  accomplished.  The  winter  robins  will  perch 
on  the  bed  dug  for  us  in  the  Puszcza  of  Ln- 
bionki,  nor  dream  over  what  transports  of 
tenderness  their  soft  breasts  are  brooding. — In 
the  Puszcza  ? — Sweet  Lubionki ! — Even  as  thy 
early  bind-flower  twines  up  joyously  to  Heaven, 
— ^will  our  souls  curl  upward  and  upward  and 
upward  amid  the  verdant  branches,  till  we  reach 
the  blue  skies  at  last! — ^The  Puszcza  of  Lubi- 
onki ! — Ha  ! — ^ha ! — ^ha ! — ha !  I  tell  thee — I  am 
going  home,  fool, — home !" — 

"  I  beseech, — I  pray  of  thee, — ^fair  damsel,  be 
more  tranquil,"  cried  Pulafski,  extricating  his 
arm  from  her  frantic  grasp,  and  resolved  not  to 
proceed  further  in  her  liberation  till  she  should 
attain  a  calmer  frame  of  mind.  "Look  thee, 
Doska ! — 'tis  to-night  the  gathering  of  the  Con- 
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federauoo ;  and  to  be  absent  from  the  Aflsembly 
were  to  gain  the  infamy  of  laggard  and .  coward. 
I  must  away,  girl ! — But  while  thou*  talkeet  and 
shriekest  thus  wildly,  never  believe  me  if  I 
dare  loose  thee  helpless  and  -  friendless  into  the 
streets  of  Lubloyst.  The  Grodski's  Haydueks 
would  clap  thee  into  the  readiest  dungeon ; — or 
worse  still,  our  Brethren  of  the  Holy  Cross  who 
must  this  night  sack  and  ravage  the  town,  might 
carbonado,  thee  on  one  of  their  watch-fires!  — 
Jlierefore  sweet  Doska, — gentle  Doska  —  thou 

must  even  bide  here  the  event; — ^and  so  soon  as 
the  hosts  of  the  Confederation  have  possession  of 
the  Batuss  and  my  work  is  achieved,  never  believe 

me  but  I  will  make  way  once  more  through 
the  Confederation  vaults  of  the  Zyd's  dwelling, 
and  bear  thee  off  to  safety. — Dost  thou  not  hear 
me,  Doska  r — 

But  instead  of  replying,  the  Bohemian  whose 
reason  was  manifestly  wandering,  began  to 
weave  a  low  melandioly  chant,  after  the  manner 
of  the  incantations  she  had  been  accustomed  to 
improvisate  in  her  former  calling. 
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"  On  my  very  soul  I  do  yet  believe  KonBtanty 
lives,"  persisted  Nep,  in  a  pacifying  tone.  "  Never 
believe  me  but  I  do !" — 

"Ever,  ever,  have  I  vowed  that  our  loves 
should  end  in  a  bridal !"  said  Ignacy's  diiughter, 
with  maniacal  wildness.  "  And  even  as  I  said, 
'tis  accomplished.  The  winter  robins  will  perch 
on  the  bed  dug  for  us  in  the  Puszcza  of  Lu- 
bionki,  nor  dream  over  what  transports  of 
tenderness  their  soft  breasts  are  brooding. — In 
the  Puszcza? — Sweet  Lubionki! — Even  as  thy 
early  bind-flower  twines  up  joyously  to  Heaven, 
— ^will  our  souls  curl  upward  and  upward  and 
upward  amid  the  verdant  branches,  till  we  reach 
the  blue  skies  at  last! — ^The  Puszcza  of  Lubi- 
onki ! — Ha ! — ^ha ! — ha ! — ha !  I  tell  thee — I  am 
going  home,  fool, — ^home !" — 

"  I  beseech, — I  pray  of  thee, — ^fair  damsel,  be 
more  tranquil,"  cried  Pulaiski,  extricating  his 
arm  from  her  frantic  grasp,  and  resolved  not  to 
proceed  further  in  her  liberation  till  she  should 
attain  a  calmer  frame  of  mind.  ''Look  thee, 
Doska !— 'tis  to-night  the  gathering  of  the  Con- 
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'<  StUl  together,— Btill  together,— 
Storm  or  strife  or  Bummer  weather  ;— 
PoBscza-tenanta  with  the  birds. 
And  the  red-deer's  flitting  herds. 
Ranging  through  the  clustered  trees, 
Sporting  on  the  buoyant  breeze  ;«- 
Still  together, — ^still  together. 
Storm  or  strife  or  summer  weather. 
Who  so  happy,  wild  and  free 
As  my  spirit-love  and  me  ?" 


'^  Holy  St.  Winkelried!  how  shall  I  make 
her  aware  of  her  danger!"  ejaculated  Nep, 
"  Doska,  gentle  Doska,-— dost  mark  me  ? — ^The 
Patriots  of  Lubionki  are  approaching,  and  I 
must  away:  but  anon,  when  we  have  wrought 
our  task,  I  will  be  with  thee  again.  Should 
strange  footsteps  approach  or  tumults  alarm  thee 
pretty  Doska,  scud  away  into  the  vaults  through 
which  thou  wast  brought  hither  by.  Father  Joa- 
chim,— the  rusty -feathered  vulture  that  stooped 
so  fiercely  on  thy  dove-like  innocence.  Access 
to  the  subterranean  passage  lies  behind  the  pe- 
destal of  the  statue  of  St.  Ignatius  in  the  western 
cloister :  and  never  believe  me,  but  thou  mayest 
find  as  safe  hiding  among  the  chests  and  ammu- 
nition barrels,  as  a  field  mouse  in  a  furrow." — 
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But  instead  of  giving  heed  to  his  instroctions, 
Ignacy'g  daughter  sat  rocking  herself  on  the  edge 
of  her  pallet,  still  wildly  and  incoherently  weaving 
her  melancholy  chant. 

"  StiU  together,— Btill  together,— 

Storm  or  strife  or  Banuner  wflflthar ! 

Honey  from  the  clefted  tree 

Feasts  my  spirit-love  and  me ; — 

Hip,  and  haw,  and  senrice  fruit, — 
'  Pig-nut  in  its  Puszcza  suit, — 

BramUe-berry,  bullace,  sloe, 

£ar(h-pea  with  its  crimson  glow. 

Fairy-ripened  to  reqidte 

Doska  and  her  spirit-knight  ;— 

Still  together— still  together- 
Storm  and  ■     ■     ■  " 

".Doska, — Doska! — "  exclaimed  Nepomucen, 
stopping  his  ears  in  despair,  "  'tis  no  time  for 
gibbering  romances  or  warbling  oracles.  Listen, 
girl, — ^for  thy  own  and  all  our  sakes ; — ^listen  and 
know  that  in  seeking  refuge  in  the  Zydowkan 
vaults,  thou  must  warily  heed  lest  a  spark  es- 
cape thy  lantern-light. — It  were  as  mad  a  thing  as 
to  let  fly  a  rocket  into  the  arsenals  of  Praga ! " — 

The  afflicted  maniac  suddenly  checked  her 
song,  and  gazed  with  a  stare  of  interrogation 
into  the  face  of  Pulafski. — 
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**  Ay  maiden,''  he  repeated,  eager  to  arrest  her 
attention:  ^'I  tell  thee  a  single . spailc  falling 
among  the  powder-baiTels  might  send  thee  blad- 
ing into  the  sky; — ^with  the  golden  treasury  q[ 
Szmuhl  and  Salomea  tacked  like  a  comet's  tail 
to  thy  flight. — Dost  hear  me  Doska  ?" — 

"  She  hears  and  heeds !" — replied  the  Bohe- 
mian, writhing  her  &ir  frame  into  a  thousand 
wild  contortions.  '^  But  what  need  of  spark  or 
lantern  ?  —  Doska  has  borrowed  skill  of  the 
blind-mole  that  travels  safest  by  night ;  or  if  she 
require  torch  -  guidance,  is  not  the  glimmering 
glow-worm  her  bond-servant  ?" — 

^*  Never  believe  me  if  the  girl  be  not  as  crazy 
as  Nebuchadnezzar  !'* — cried  Nepomucen :  *^  and 
whether  to  leave  her  or  take  her,  might  puzzle 
the  great  Kopemic  himself  to  determine! — ^The 
Brothers  have  quitted  the  Zakon ; — ^but  surely 
she  may  be  trusted  till  our  return? Doroska, 

I! 

sweetest,  have  I  thy  promise  of  discretion?" — 
But  Ignacy's  daughter  was  no  longer  sus- 
ceptible of  interrogation.     Having   fallen  back 
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on  the .  couch  in  an  absorbing  reverie,  not  a 
word  could  be  extracted  from  her  lips.  Her 
eye  gleamed  with  the  cunning  conflciouanesd'  of 
insanity,  and  now  and  then  a  shrilly  exults 
ing  laugh  burst  from  her  lips.  The  young 
Szlachcic  who  had  so  unfortunately  interfered 
in  her  destinies,  was  eventually  compelled  to 
quit  the  cell  and  abandon  her  to  her  perilous 
solitude,  without  any  certainty  of  her  means^  of 
self-governance. 

Such  was   the  train  of  events*  that  caused 
If  epomucen    Pula&ki    to  be  wandering  in  the 

Pnszcza  long  after  the  gathering  hour  of  the 
Confedei^ates,  uncertain  how  to  shape  his  course  so 
as  to  avoid  exciting  the  suspicions  of  the  Jesuit. 
•'  Who  but  we!" — ^muttered  he  to  himself  when, 
on  taking  the  road  to  the  forest  clearing,  two 
horsemen  appixmched  his  punchy  pony.  ^^Tis 
manifestly  gala-night  among  our  treason-brewers 
of  Lubicmki. — ^Jan  must  mount  bis  nag  forsooth  as 
well  as  Jak6b ; — and  never  believe  me  bi|t  they 
take  the  field  as  for  a  Rokosz  of  the  Vola  ! — I' 
marvel  whether  all  our  confederates   are   mak- 

VOL.   II.  L 
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ing    way   on    four    legs    towards    the    Mias- 

teczko  r— 

"  Stand !"— cried  the  foremost  of  Ihe  horse- 
men, mterraptiDg  his  solUoqny  by  pointing  a 
carabine  at  his  breast. — But  even  when  the  two 
men  who  were  in  fact  scouts  from  Salkanski's 
regiment,  having  succeeded  in  making  him  pri- 
soner insisted  that  he  should  accompany  them 
to  "  the  commandant," —  he  was  too  infatuated 
by  the  idea  that  the  Puszcza  belonged  to  the  Con* 
federation,  and  the  Confederation  to  the  Puszcza, 
to  apprehend  mischief  to  his  own  person. 

*<  Accompany  ye,  forsooth ! — ^where  else  should 
I  be  riding  at  this  time  of  night?"  cried  he. — 
**  I  crave  pardon  for  looking  on  ye  strangely ;  but 
with  all  respect  be  it  spoken.  Brethren  of  the 
Holy  Cross !  never  believe  me  if  I  ever  beheld 
your  grim  persons  before.  — ^Ye  are  doubtless  of 
theVolhynian  proselytes,  picked  up  by  Father 
Dionysius  in  his  rambles  ?•* — 

"Scant  your  words,  and  prick  onwards!" 
cried  the  dn^oon. — "  Ye  have  said  already  enow 
to  hang  a  man  of  twice  your  inches." — 
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**  Father  Joachim  shall  be  apprized  of  this 
insolence!"  exclaimed  Nep.  "Were  Trazlach 
my  dog  in  my  oompapy^  the  hoimd  would,  make 
short  work  of  dn^;gij]g  from  their  horses  the 
two  nnmanuerljr  kj^aves  who  tug  so  hard  at  his 
master's  bridle-rein  !"-r 

It  was  not  till  he  actually  found  him- 
self enclosed  by  the  four  squadrons  of  dra- 
goons who  had  taken  up  their  position  in  the 
clearing,  ^1  NepomuC!sa  (whose  cogitations,  had 
been  considerably  disturbed  by  the  unlucky  re- 
sult of  his  communications,  to  poor  Doroska,) 
began  to  espy  any  thing  unusual  or  alarming  in 
the  affair. 

*'  What  fe}low  is  this  f'-^cried  Colonel  Salkan- 
akiy  as  Nepomuceja  baying  be^i  rudely  dismounted 
from  his  pony,  was  dragged  before  him. 

**  A  straggler  we  met  on  the  road,  who  gives 
no  good  account  of  himself,"  said  the  corporal  by 
whom  Pulafski  had  been  captured, — ^respectfully 
saluting  the  commandant. 

"  What  brings  you  yagaboadiadng  here  in  the 

L  2 
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Pttszcza,  at  this  unusual  hour?** — ^inquired  Cze- 
lenszki  in  a  stem  voice. 

"  I  never  yet  heard  that  the  Puszcza  road  was 
a  forbidden  road  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night  T 
replied  the  lubber.  **  Never  believe  me  but  my- 
self and  my  fathers  before  me,  have  rode  it,  night 
and  day,  any  time  this  hundred  years.*' 

''  If  it  please  you,  my  dear  lord !"  cried  Kon- 

stanty  Felinski,  pushing  forward  officiously,  *^  this 

is  the  very  fellow  of  whom  I  spoke ;   the  1<^- 
witted  ass,  by  whose  means  the  whole  plot  of  the 

Confederation  came  to  light." 

^*  Konstanty  alive  !'*  ejaculated  poor  Nep ;  re- 
verting in  the  midst  of  all  his  perils  to  Ignac^'s 
daughter.  ^^What  is  astir,  among  you,  friend 
Felinski;  and  what  means  this  hugger-mugger 
of  soldiery  by  moonlight?" — 

'*  Is  the  prisoner  armed?"  demanded  Colonel 
Salkanski  of  the  subaltern  by  whom  he  was 
arrested. — "  Search  him." 

"  Pistols !" — ^replied  the  young  officer  drawing 
aside  the  futro  of  Nepomucen,  and  pointing  to  a 
huge  brace  of  fire-arms  of  the  dimensions  of  an 
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English  blunderbusB.  ''And  loaded  with  buck- 
shot!'' added  he,  examining  and  giving  them  to 
the  hands  of  the  corporal,  while  Nepomucen's 

teeth  chattered  audibly,  partly  from  rage  and 
partly  ifrom  terror. — 

''  I  pray  ye,  what  do  ye  take  me  for,  gentles 
of  the  sabretache?"  cried  he,  with  growing  indig- 
nation.  *'  Is  it  to  be  borne,  that  a  Polish  gentle- 
man, a  free  citizen,  should  be  interrupted  in  the 
discharge  of  his  private  avocations  by  a  set  of — " 

"  Peace  Pulafeki, — peace!"  interrupted  Count 
Czelenszki,  who  at  length  recognized  in  the  pri- 
soner the  ill-mannered  whelp  pointed  out  to  him 
at  the  Wodarodko  festival  as  likely  to  become  the 
brid^room  of  the  lovely  Mineczka  Michaelok- 
ska.  "  Aggravate  not  the  perilous  strait  in  which 
you  stand,  by  wanton  indiscretion  of  speech.  You 
are  accused  as  abettor  in  a  treasonable  conspi- 
racy ; — be  content  with  that  measure  of  danger 
and  responsibility."        ' 

"  From  which  his  sole  chance  of  escape,"  con- 
tinued the  commandant,  ''lies  in  meriting  the 
leniency  of  the  Senate  by  the  amplest  disclo- 
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**You  are  pleased,  gentlemen^  to  take  for 
granted,"  observed  Nepomucen  vrith  more  shrewd- 
ness than  might  have  been  anticipated,  "that 
accusal  and  conviction,  are  one  and  the  slune. — 

What  the  doughty  hero  by  your  side,  (a  valiant 
cavalier  whom  last  week  I  saw  chased  through  the 
street  at  Ostronimptszch  by  an  angry  pig,  as  though 
Field  Marshal  Daun's  heavy  cavalry  were  at  his 
heels,)  may  have  found  to  insinuate  in  my  despite, 
I  will  not  venture  to  guess. — But  this  I  tell  you 
l*rAnkly,'di6'niy''ewn  behalf ;  that  were  I  engaged 
in  fifty  coiispiracSes^'oT  fa^&bti  fifty  'fold,  neither 
N^onr  menaces  nor  ^^otir  cajolements,  no! — ^nof 
even  a  squadron  of  lances  at  my  breast,  would 
win  a  word  from  my  lips  in  impeachment  of  friend 
or  fellow : — no  ! — ^never  believe  me  if  they  would.** 
An  involuntary  murmur  of  sympathy  Ktoe^ 
among  the  men ;  who,  being  at  length  aware  of 
the  nature  and  origin  of  their  expedition,  and 
entertaining  a  species  of  professional  antipathy  to 
any  officer  of  the  Czartoryskian  household,  looked 
with  considerable  mistrust  upon  Konstanty^s  in- 
terference. 
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**  You  may  find  oocasion,  young  man,  to 
amend  this  tone,"  cried  Colonel  Salkanski. 
'*  Meantime,  I  again  apprize  yon  that  your  neck 
is  in  greater  jeopardy  than  your  utmost  prudence 

may  redeem,  unless  by  replying  in  a  straight* 
forward  way  to  my  interrogations.** 

"  In  the  first  place,**  interrupted  the  coxcomb    , 
Konstanty,    coming  forward  officiously,    **  have 

the  goodness,  fellow,  to  acquaint  us  in  what 
especial  spot  of  this  said  Puszcza  of  Lubloyst 
we  are  to  look  for  your  brethren  in  disaffec- 
tion,—self-styled  of  the  Holy  Cross?'*— 

•*  If  yoii.  Captain  Felinski,*'  replied  Nepo- 
mucen,  with  mock  dignity,  '*  you  who  hold  your- 
self of  gentle  breeding  and  super-exquisite  court- 
liness, know  no  better  than  to  interrupt  this 
gentleman,  (who  by  his  age  and  epaulets  should 
be  your  superior,  and  by  the  ribbon  in  his  button- 
hole-"— a  hero)—/  am  of  better  judgment  than  to 
bestow  repliance  on  your  unjustified  impertinence: 
ahem ! — ^neyer  believe  me  but  I  am  !** 

Again  a  murmur  of  approval  arose  among 
such  of  the  officers  as  were  within  ear-shot  of 
Nepomucen's  audacious  responses. 
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'*  To  wie,  then,  young  Sir,  you  will  perhaps 
afford  the  requisite  intelligence?'*  said  Count 
Czelenszki,  in  a  conciliating  tone. 

"  Neither  to  you^  my  lord  Count !  **  said  the 
lubber,     *'  If  the  men  of  whom  ye  speak  be  con* 
gregated  in  the  cause  of  Freedom,  you — an  en- 
franchiser  of  serfs, — an  abrogator  of  slavery, — 
a  breaker  of  bondage — can  have  nought  to  ui^ 
in  their  despite;    or,   if  they  meet  together  on 
behests  or  pastimes  of  their  own,  I  can  scarce 
believe  that  this  Muscovite  fashion  of  coming 
forth  to  smite  with  the  edge  of  the  sword  men  of 
peace  who  have  no  armour  but  their  innocence, 
is  of  lawful,  or  laudable  institution ; — never  be- 
believe  me  if  I  can." 

'*We  lose  time  in  parleying  with  this  dol- 
tard!"  cried  Salkanski; — and  at  that  moment  an 
officer  hastily  approaching,  whispered  a  few 
words  in  the  ear  of  the  commandant,  accom- 
panied by  a  gesture  which  caused  him  to  look 
upwards  to  the  sky.  "  Mount,  mount!*'  shouted 
Salkanski,  in  reply  to  the  communication ;  point- 
ing out  to  Count  Czelenszki  the  lurid  illumina- 
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tion  of  the  clouds  to  which  his  own  attention  had 

been  called.     '^  Tig  die  reflection  of  beacons  or 
watch-fires,  and  at  no  great  distance." 

<*  I  am  inclined  to  conjecture/'  observed  Kon- 
stasty,  unwilling  to  admit  any  evidence  but  that 
adduced  by  his  own  interposition,  *'  that  the  w^- 

larze  are  at  work  in  the  Jama.'* 

"  And  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  thou  art  a 

uotaUe  ass !"  ejaculated  Pulafiki,  in  an  audible 

voice. 

**  The  light  reflects  itself  from  all  sides !"  ex- 
claimed Czelenszkiy  examining  the  sky.  *^The 
impervious  shade  of  the  trees  alone  prevents  it 
from  reaching  us  here." 

**Let  us  make  then  for  the  open  country," 
cried  the  Colonel  Commandant,  '*  leaving  here 
a  sufficient  force  to  defend  the  post,  should  any 
attempt  be  made  to  muster  on  the  appointed  spot. 
We  must  try  the  plain  of  Os — Ostro— " 

"  Ostronimptszch ! "    interrupted    Konstanty 
— "  The  very  place !" 

**  Once  more,  young  man,"  demanded  Salk- 
anski  of  Nepomucen,  **  I  demand,  at  your  hands, 

L  6 
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oohfinnation  or  explanation  of  Captain  Felhidd's 
intelligenoe.  Is  it  towafda  the  village  of  Ostro- 
nimptszch  we  are  to  look  for  the  CSonfederation 
of  the  rebels  ?*•— 

'^Having  no  cine  to  Whom  yott  intend  to 
apply  that  name,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  answer  so 
paradoxical  a  question.*^/ hare  no  experience  (the 
Holy  Marya  be  praised,)  in  rebel^hnnting ;  bat 
if  badger-hunting  would  serve  your  Excellency's 
turn,  there's  my  dog  Trazlach,  which ^"  . 

"  To  the  right  wheel,-^march  1"  cried  Colonel 
Salkanski,  perceiving  an  inclination  to  merriment 
on  the  part  of  Nepomuoen's  auditors^  such  aa 
accorded  ill  with  the  grave  discipline  it  was  his 
business  and  pleasure  to  maintain. — **  Corporal 

Bweczl,  remain  here  with  a  file  of  ten  men  in 
guard  of  the  prisoner ;  and  on  an  attempt  at 
escape  or  rescue,  cut  him  down  without  best* 
tation." 

'*  Cut  me  down  t— say  rather  cut  me  up  !*' 
ejaculated  Pulafski,  making  an  effort  to  spring 
upi6n  one  of  the  troop-horses,  as  the  regiment 
defiled  into  the  narrow  footway  leading  to  the 
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Ostroniinptazch  road.  **  Comradea  !  Captidn ! 
CSoIonel ! — ^if  there  be  fighting  arfoot,  give  me  at 
least  the  standing  of  a;  man ! — Never  believe  me 
if  'tis  not  the  first  time  I  have  ever  been 
within  sight  of  a  tussle  more  earnest  than  a  little 
fanc^  head-breaking  at  the  Jarmark  of  Lubloyst. 
Tis  cruel  to  baulk  me.  of  my  only  chance  of 
soldiership." 

**  Silence,  bother-headed  blockhead !"  ezdaim- 
ed  Konstanty  Felmski,  striving  to  ride  against 
Nepomucen  as  he  proceeded  to  take  his  part  in 
their  array.  **  Thou  hast  already  settled  thy  bull- 
neck  to  the  halter,  as  wilfully  as  the  deadliest 
moper  of  a  Great  British  November  !** 

**  Silence  !" — ^replied  Pulafski,  assuming  a 
graver  tone  when  he  found  himself  audible  only 
to  Felinski's  son.  ^*  Silence  thyself  Captain  Kon- 
stanty ! — I,  if  worst  should  ensue,  have  done 
no  matter  of  harm  to  any  but  myself:  —  but 
thou,  braggadaccio, — ^parricide,— fratricide, — ^hast 
played  Iscariot's  part  in  an  affair  that  will  not 
&il  to  bring  thy  brother  to  the  gibbet,  and  thy 
fother's  gray  hairs  in  sorrow  to  the  grave/' 
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But  the  flutter-brained  Felinski  heard  not  the 
adjuration  of  the  prisoner.  Stung  by  the  contu- 
melious demeanour  of  Count  Czelenszki  and  his 
military  associates,  he  resolved  to  leave  them  to 
their  own  guidance;  and  was  already  gallopmg 
in  the  direction  of  Lubloyst,  determined  to  take 
private  cognizance  of  the  mansion  of  the  Zyd ; 
and,  if  possible,    of  monopolizing   to   his  own 

share  the  honour  of  further  discoveries. 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 


Scarce  coold  they  bear  or  lee  their  foes 
UntD  at  weapon  point  they  close.— 
They  close,  in  clouds  of  smoke  and  dust, 
\^th  sword  sway,  and  with  lances  thrust — 

And  such  a  yell  was  there. 
Of  sudden  and  portentous  birth— ^ 
As  if  men  fought  upon  the  earth 

And  fiends  in  upper  air ; 
Oh!  life  and  death  were  i|i  the  shout — 
Recoil  and  rally,  charge  and  rout — 

And  triumph  and  despair. 

Scott. 


Fbw  spectacles  or  incidents  produce  so  thrilling 
an  emotion  as  a  midnight   conflagration.    The^ 
imminence   of  peril  to   life   land  property — the 
i<iipnpflft  of  night  pyiiig  place  to  a  lurid  gleam 
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B»  if  emanating  from  the  or^es  of  malignant 
spirits, — ^the  wavering  but  deepening  redness  of 
the  sky  as  if  blood-stained  by  some  mysterious 
crime,  —  bespeak  dismay  and  consternation!  — 
And  thus,  the  multiplicity  of  watch-fires  that 
served  to  light  the  Confederates  to  the  suburbs 
of  the  Miasteczko,  served  also  to  raise  a  corres- 
pondent glow  of  agitation  on  the  sallow  cheek 
of  Pan  Dzieduszycki,  the  terrified  Grodski  of 
Lubloyst. — 

<'  What  means  all  this!"  cried  the  vjgilant 
Chief  Magistrate  when  summoned  to  the  window 
by  one  of  his  three  bony  spinsters  **  Have  we 
incendiarism  a-foot? — Light  from  East, — ^West, — 
North, — South  —  from  all  points  of  the  compass 
at  once?" 

«  The  efiect  probably  of  Aurora  Borealis !" 
SJEiid  Panna  Maruchna,  his  eldest  hope — (a  hope 
of  fifty  years'  enjoyment.)  "  My  friend,  Pro- 
fessor BogUBlafeki,  of  the  University  of  Krakow, 
is  of  opinion,  that  an  atmosphere  superabundantly 
charged  with  electric  matter  is *^ 

"Ty8i%c  Diabl6wt— who  cares?"  ezdaimed 
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the  old  man,  laying  aside,  in  the  perplexity  of 
his  terrors,  a  pipe  still  half  unexhausted. 

**  Or  'tis  not  impossible/'  observed  Panna 
Marysia,  the  second,  (who  entertained  a  stand« 
ing  flirtation  with  the  Crown  Surveyor  of  the 
Puszcza,)  "  that  the  Forest  of  Lubionki  may 
have  taken  fire.  The  knaves  of  peasants  have 
been  seen  before  now, .  in  the  vileness  of  their 
9loth,  to  char  a  standing  pine-tree  for  terebenthine, 
regardless  of  endangering  the  property  " — 

"  Boh,  boh ! "  cried  the  old  Grodski  petu* 
lantly.  "  Stands  the  Puszcza  to  our  leftward  ? 
and  see  you  not  how  deeply  the  sky  reddens  in 
the  direction  of  the  tannery  1  '* — 

^*  /  am  inclined  to  opine,"  began  the  third 
daughter;  —  but  her  inclinations  and  opinions 
were  cut  short  by  the  sudden  and  burned  en« 
trance  of  the  Predoo ;  accompanied  by  a  Hay* 
duck,  who,  havitig  been  accidentally  engaged 
on  E»sise  business  at  the  bark-farm,  was  the 
first  to  notice  the  kindling  of  the  fprest-bea^ 
eon  and  ihe  answering  fires  of  the  adjoining 
heights. — 
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<<  There  is  treason  on  foot  and  nothing  less  1 " 
cried  the  man,  wiping  from  his  brow  the  evi- 
dence of  his  haste. — 

*^  There  are  strong  grounds  for  believing  that 
the  peasants  have  taken  arms,"  observed  the 
Predco,  in  a  tone  of  reluctant  admission. 

'«  Tis  false ! "  cried  the  Grodski.  "  Tis  a 
base  and  mischievous  lie.  There  is  not  a  quieter 
or  more  orderly  district  in  any  Waivodat  of  the 
Republic  than  this  of  Lubloyst;  as  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  informing  His  Excellency  Count 
Brtihl  in  the  very  last  letter  I  had  the  honour 
to  address  him." — 

'*  Assertion  is  not  proof,"  said  the  Predco 
hastily;  feeling  that,  in  a  contingency  so  vital 
to  the  interests  of  the  state,  he  must  not  permit 
the  duty  of  subordination  to  a  superior  officer 
to  paralyze  his  activity.  ^*  What  the  district  of 
Lubloyst  may  have  been  in  times  past,  1  take 
not  upon  me  to  decide.  What  it  has  been  since 
the  young  lord  of  Wodarodko  saw  fit  to  en- 
courage misrule  and  intemperance  on  his  estates, 
by  destroying  the  frame  of  their  legislation,  I 
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have  seen  with  my  eyes,  and  heard  with  my 
ears.  When  I  suggested  the  arrest  of  the  Zyd 
and  Zydowka,  Szmnhl  and  Salomea,  I  did  it 
on  the  strength  of  information,  secretly  obtained, 
that  arms  had  been  sarreptitiously  deposited  in 
their  dwelling;  and  though  my  search  availed 
not  to   certify  the  fact,    I  have  yet   reason  to 

believe ** 

**  Believe  what  you  list,  Pan  Predco,"  cried 
the  Grodski,  "  but  tax  not  my  patience  to  adopt 
your  believings.  Nor  stand  there  prosing  and 
di««rtmg.  when  perhaps  some  fenn  of  the  Ticinity 
is  blazing  away  like  a  tar*barrel  for  lack  of 
assistance.  Summon  the  Hayducks,  and  away !" 
**  Before  you  issue  instruction  for  the  disper- 
sion of  the  men;**  said  the  Predco  still  more 
resolutely,  **  I  must  entreat,  I  must  exact,  that 
you  visit  the  belfry  of  the  Batusz  and  take 
a  survey  of  the  condition  of  the  surrounding 
country." 

**  And  by  what  authority  do  you — '* 
^*  By  the  urgent   interests   of  the  town   in 
this  moment  of  peril!"   cried  the  Predco,  not 
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giving  the  old  man  time  to  shape  his  aocasation. 
^'  %oiild  a  serious  movement  occur  among  the 
people,  twice  ten  hours  would  elapse  ere  efibctive 
«  succours  could  be  obtained ;  and — '' 

*^  Arm,  arm,  in  the  name  of  Heaven !  **  cried 
Karolek  the  Hayduek,  rushing  unceremoniously 
into  the  chamber. — **  The  beacons  are  treason^sig- 
nals, — ^the  peasants  in  arms ; — and  a  vast  body  of 
men  headed  by  the  doubly  damnable  Brethren 
of  the  Zakon  Jesuit6w  and  the  boy  Felinski,  are 
on  their  march  towards  the  town !  '* 

"  Jezus  Marya!"-— ejaculated  the  Qrodski,  while 

three  piteous  shrieks  evinced  the  consternation  of 

the  three  Lubionkian  Destinies,  his  daughters. — 

*^  Armed  say  you  ?  **  inquired  the  Predco  with 

Im  air  of  consternation. 

''  With  pike^,  scythe  -  blades,  bludgeons !  '* 
t^rikl  the  Hayduek.  *'  For  Heaven's  love  delay 
not! — within  twenty  minutes,  nay!  less, — they 
will  be  here !  '•— 

**  Jezus  Marya !  *'  again  ejaculated  the  Grod* 
ski,  paler  than  death,  and  overwhelmed  by  a 
sudden  catalepsy  of  devoutness.^^ 
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*'  Ring  the  alarum  !**  cried  the  Predco,  ad- 
dressmg  the  group  of  Hayducks  and  petty  officers 
that  now  hurried  into  the  room.  ^  Arm  your* 
aelTes  to  the  utmost^ — collect  what  fire-arms  you 
can,--and  gather  round  you  those  burghers  of 
the  town  on  whose  fealty  you  can  rely.  To  the 
Ratusz, — to  the  Ratusz  !** 

"  The  very  cry  of  the  insurgents  !**  cried  another 
Hayduck,  who  had  just  made  his  appearance. 
**  They  march  in  haste  and  disorder,  with  a  view 
to  attack  the  prisons." 

"  Lo ! — I  will  arm  myself  with  the  sling  of 
David," — faltered  the  Grodski,  trembling  in  every 
liinb,  "  arid  go  forth  to  meet  these  Philistines  !'*-:- 
"  Better  tarry  here,"  cried  the  Predco,  ob- 
iBerving  that  the  three  ancient  damsels,  having 
enlaced  their  arms,  were  clinging  around  him.  ^*  A 
man  may  be  a  Nestor  in  council,  yet  ho  Achilles 
in  the  field ;  and  /,  by  half  your  years  your  junior^ 
may  best  encounter  a  peril  your  grey  hairs  would 
only  aggravate." 

"  Felinski,  —  Michaelokski, —  Pulafski,  — all 
away, — all  absent !"  faltered  Dzieduszycki. 
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*^  To  the  Ratufiz!"  again  exclaimed  the  Pred- 
CO9  quitting  the  room,  followed  by  all  the  Hay- 
ducks  ;  while  the  chief  magistrate  sank  into  a 
chair,  bewildered  by  his  own  perplexities. 

But  already  they  were  late  in  the  'field. — They 
had  scarcely  time  to  fortify  themselves  in  the  old 

Crothic  guard-room,  when  an  encreased  tumult  on 
.the  air, — a  tumult  which  not  eyen  the  Imittling  of 
the  toscin  or  the  uproar  of  the  startled  townsmen 
rushing  forth  clamorously  from  their  habitations, 
could  overpower, — announced  the  near  approach 
of  the  insurgents. 

'^  The  ruffians  have  enrolled  themselves  in  a 
regular  CSonfederation !"  cried  one  of  the  Hayducks, 
while  labouring  in  execution  of  the  Predco's  com- 
mands for  the  fortification  of  his  grim  old  citadel. 

^*  A  Confederation  amounting  to  hundreds  and 
thousands !" — cried  another,  grinding  his  teeth,  as 
he  assisted  to  remove  the  weighty  chest  containing 
the  archives  of  the  town  to  a  place  of  security. 
**  And  a  tight  job  have  they  in  hand  for  us." 

"  They  come,— hark!"— 

"The  trampling  of  feet,  —  ay!  and  even  of 
horsemen !" — 
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**The  Bky  grows  brighter  and  brighter!"  — 
ejaculated  another.  *^  Have  they  fired  the  town?"— 
"  They  dare  not  !'*— 
'*  They  dare  all  who  have  set  their  Ihres  on 

such  a  cast !"  replied  the  Predco,  haying  stationed 
himself  at  the  only  window  of  the  hall  which  was 

not  closely  barred  up  in  preparation  for  an  attack. 
**  Is  the  guard  doubled  at  the  prison  portal?" — 

"  Barcz  and  five  of  his  men  are  stationed  well 
armed  within." 

**  They  will  doubtless  sack  and  plunder  the 
town  1"  faltered  a  burgher,  horror-struck  at  the 
necessity  of  abandoning  the  guardianship  of  his 
own  dwelling  in  support  of  the  Ratusz ;  and  soon 
a  deepening  roar,  prodainung  tiie  arriyal  of  a 
mighty  populace,  invested  this  declaration  with 

new  terrors  in  the  ears  of  his  companions. — Occa* 
sional  shouts,  and  at  length  a  tremendous  tumult 
animating  the  very  atmosphere  into  life,  proclaim* 
ed  the  struggle  to  be  at  hand : — ^the  tumult  of  a 
thousaqd  uplifted  voices,  mingled  into  one  hoarse 
yell  of  execration* 

The  person  who,  as  leader  of  the  host,  first 
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made  his  appearance  in  the  Rynek,  was  Juliasz 

Felinski ;  still  on  horseback,  but  encumbered  with 
groups  of  men  clustering  round  hiiQ  with  petitions 

to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederation  widiout 
probati<H;i  or  oath  of  allegiance ;  and  it  was  seen 
by  the  firequent  waving  of  his  hand,  partly  in  en- 
treaty, and  partly  in  command,  that  the  yodthful 
hero  had  some  difficulty  in  repressing  the  yehe- 
mence  of  his  partizans. 

All  order  of  array  was  already  at  an  end.  Al- 
though no  obstacle  had  presented  itself  to  their 
entrance  into  the  town,  the  insurgents,  whose 
meetings  had  been  hitherto  stealthy  and  tranquil, 
were  too  much  elated  by  the  novelty  of  their 
position  and  the  excesses  to  which  it  had  al- 
ready  given  rise,  to  preserve  the  subordination 
inculcated  by  their  leader.  Already  in  their 
progress  through  the  suburb,  the  distilleries 
had  been  attacked  and  plundered.  The  bai^ 
men  and  navigation-company,  saturated  with  Vod- 
ka, now  rushed  forward  in  utter  disorder;  while 
Father  Hieronymus,  unaccustomed  to  the  duties 
of   standard-bearer,  was  overwhelmed    by  the 
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crofih  of  the  contending  tide.  It  was  the  policy 
of  such  among  the  Confederates  as  were  interest- 
ed in  the  attack  upon  the  prisons,  and  the  still 
more  dangerous  dass  intent  on  inciting  a  general 
spirit  of  violence  as  a  mask  to  their  bad  inten- 
tions,  to  create  confusion  by  promoting  disunion 
among  the  several  companies  of  the  Confedera- 
tion. 

'^  There  is  not  much  to  fear,**  observed  the 
Karolek  to  the  Predco,  having  taken  a  cautious 

survey  of  their  proceedings.  **  No  more  order 
or  system  among  them  than  among  a  swarm 
of  midges  in  the  sunshine!" — 

**  Who  spoke  of  sqrthe^blades  and  spontoons?'* 
cried  another  Hayduck,  as  the  Puszcza  company, 
— ^in  a  closer  phalanx  than  the  rest  of  the  tumult 
tuary  throng,  and  still  bearing  their  forest  ensigns, 
— appeared  in  the  Rynek. — '*  Behold,  they  make 
war  upon  us  with  beechen  boughs,  like  dairy- 
wenches  driving  their  kine  to  the  milking 
stool  !•*— 

"May  the  herd  they  hold  so  cheap  prove 
fieix»    as   the    urns-bulls    of   Rykitka  ! "  —  ob- 
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gerved  the  Predco.  **  But  for  all  that  yet 
appears,  a  few  voUies  of  blank  cartridge  dis- 
charged over  the  heads  of  the  multitude,  may 
still  bring  them  to  reason.  I  will  address  them 
from  the  window." 

But  no  sooner  did  he  present  himself  and 
attract  the  notice  of  those  nearest  to  the  Ratusz^ 
than  a  howl  was  raised  such  as  must  have  over- 
powered the  most  stentorian  lungs ;  and  a  volley 
of  stones  was  instantly  discharged  at  the  window, 
one  of  which  laid  open  the  cheek  of  the  Predco. 
Without  waiting  for  orders,  a  dozen  Hayducks 
now  rushed  forward,  and  discharged  their  car- 
bines over  the  heads  of  the  people ;  and  the*  riot 
and  confusion  following  .the  alarm  caused  many 
a  gentle  heart  in  the  Miasteczko  to  tremble  with 
consternation.     The  doubts  of  the  official  junta 

in  the  Ratusz  were  speedily  solved  respecting  the 
arms  carried  by  the  Confederates;  for  a  consi- 
derable dischai^e  of  musquetry  answered  the 
challenge  of  the  Grodski's  body-guard  of  Hay- 
ducks.  The  men,  irritated  as  well  as  surprised, 
now  fired  with  intent  of  mischief;   and,  at  the 
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very  next  volley,  Juliusz  Felinski  was  seen  to  drop 
wounded  from  his  horse ! — In  the  uproar  that 
ensued,  the  Predco  could  no  longer  distinguish 
the  measures  or  intentions  of  the  assailants; — 
and  before  the  smoke  cleared  away  or  the  uproar 
suhsided,  the  prison  gates  had  been  forced ; — 
BarCz  and  his  companions  desperately  wounded, 
and  the  prisonei*s  set  free  to  attach  themselves 
to  the  hosts   of  their  deliverers !  — 

The  trembling  burghers,  ensconced  within 
the  citadel,  were  firmly  persuaded  that  the  vio- 
lent  outcries  which  rent  the  air  proceeded  from 
the   spoliation   of    their  private    dwellings,  and 

announced  the  demolition  of  their  property.  But 
the  preconcerted  signal  of  a  tnmipet'Call  now 
startled  the  tumultuous  throng  of  the  Confede- 
rates into  sudden  stillness; — ^their  uplifted  arms 
fell  powerless,  and  their  struggles  ceased  as  by 
preternatural  influence.  The  excitement  was  sus- 
pended; and,  when  the  smoke  partially  clear- 
ed away  above  their  heads,  the  banner  of  the 
Confederation,  with  its  glowing  Cross,  was  seen 
fixed  beside   the  basin  of    a    granite  fountain, 

VOL.    II.  M 
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gpumg  the  centre  of  the  Rynek;  anmnnded 
by  a  company  of  Foresters,  bearix^  Uaoag  jrine- 
logs  in  their  hands.— Elevated  on  the  mar^  of 
the  foontain,  stood  Father  Joachim :— his  portly 
fignre,  sternly  pre-eminent,  was  haUted  in  the 
robes  of  his  order,  bat  distinguished  l^  the  b«dge 
of  a  crimson  cross  embroidered  on  the  breast ;  — 
while  by  his  side,  and  addresring  him  with  ener- 
getic and  ahnost  frantic  gesticulatiwi,  was  the 
Zydowka  Salomea,— rescued   by  the  insui^ents 
from  her  dmigeon  and  aTouching  in  her  disar- 
ray the  violence  of  the  struggle  "—The  gray  hair 
streaming  from  her  ooifless  head,— her  withered 
cheek,   streaked  and  stwned  with  blood, — hw 
eyes,  glaring  with  ferocity,-«nd  the  awfal  im- 
precations bursting  from  her  lipe,-befitted  her 
for  the  impersonation  of  an  At^  stirring  np  the 
evU  passions  ot  the  multitude  !— 

Putting  the  furious  Jewess  peremptorily 
aside,  the  Jesuit,  now  addressed  himself  in  a 
bold  and  energetic  tone  to  the  Grodski  Daedus- 
zycki,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  in  command  of 
the  company  engaged  in  defence  of  the  Batws; 
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of  the  nature  and  extent  of  which,  the  assailants 
without  could  form  no  just  estimation. 

^  Old  mail !"— cried  the  Jesuit,  apostrophizing 
the  chief  Magistrate  of  Lublojst,  *'  you  are  here- 
by called  upon  in  the  name  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  Holy  Cross, — Champions  of  Polish  liberty 
and  fbes  to  Muscovy  and  her  partisans,  —  to 
surrender  your  charge  into  their  hands.  Qive 
us  instant  possession  of  the  Rafusz  and  Tribunals 
of  Lnbloyst ; — or  abide  the  consequences  of  fur- 
ther contumacy.  Reflect  that  your  obstinacy  sti- 
mulates the  passions  of  the  already  excited  mul« 
tttttde ; — ^that  you  expose  to  imminent  peril  the 
lives  and  properties  of  your  fellow-citizens.  Be- 
hold ! — a  multijiide  of  two  thousand  ^armed  men 
is  gathered  against  you.  Advance  fearlessly  to  the 
the  window,  and  survey  our  preparations. — Ffear 
nothing ! — By  the  mere  uplifting  of  my  finger  I 
can  stay  this  vast  congregation  from  any  purpose 
of  violence." — 

'^Traitor  and  miscreant T  said  the  Predco, 
raising  his  hand  in  a  menacing  attitude,  as  he 
presented  his  ensanguined  person  at  the  window  in 
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reply  to  this  bold  address.  **  I  charge  you  in  m  j 
turn,  to  dismiss  to  their  peaceful  dwellings  the 
mi^uided  men,  your  followers ;  and  in  the  name 
of  the  King  and  Republic  of  Poland,  do  hereby 
attaint  you  of  treason  to  the  state." 

''  You  reiuse  to  obey  my  summons  ?^—-demand- 
ed  Father  Joachim,  not  deigning  to  notice  the 
terms  of  his  harangue. 

'*  I  do  not  even  give  it  hearing  !*' 

"  Predco  of  Lubloyst ! — I  demand  of  you,  for 
the  last  time,  to  surrender  and  unbar  to  the  chieft 
of  the  Confederation  of  the  Holy  Cross  the  gates 
you  have  illegally  closed  against  the  access  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  district !"  shouted  the  Jesuit. 

*^  A  plotting  priest  and  deluded  boy! — Appro- 
priate chiefe  for  a  National  Confederation  !^  cried 
the  Predco  disdainfully. 

^*  He  reviles  our  chiefs, — ^he  insults  our  Cap- 
tain!— Fire  the  doors!"  cried  a  portion  of  the 
rabble  consisting  of  the  bargemen  of  the  Vistula 
and  the  released  felons  now  added  to  the  unruly 
group.  And  without  regard  to  the  restraining 
voice  of  Father  Joachim,  the  men  who  had  stood 
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round  his  person  with  lighted  pine-torches  in  .their 
hands  while  he  addressed  the  Synod  of  the 
RatusZ)  now  pressed  forward  towards  the  door » 
— the  wooden  frame-work  was  instantly  covered 
with  combustible  matter,  and  tongues  of  flame 
were  soon  seen  creeping  up  the  shutters  of  the 
lower  windows. — ^A  fuse  of  tow  steeped  in  burning 
resin  was  even  projected  into  the  Justice  Hall. 

**  They  fire  the  building  I — Must  we  be  grilled 
at  our  post?"  cried  the  terrified  burghers. 

''  The  Ratusz  is  in  flames  !"  exclaimed  the 
Hayduckfl. 

^*We  shall  be  compelled  to  submit  to  the 
terms  of  these  ruflians !" — sighed  the  supervisor 
of  Excise,  -approaching  the  Predco  with  an  air 
of  supplication. 

"  Never  !**  said  the  brave  man,  resolutely. 
*'  Let  us  die  here  at  our  post,  in  the  service  of  the 
Republic  whose  bread  we  have  eaten,  rather  than 
give  way  before  a  gang  of  priest-besotted  traitors ! 
Young  Felinski  has  already  fallen :  and  Johann,  our 
fleetest  express,  is  by  this  time  half  a  league  from 
Lubloyst,  on  his  road  to  the  garrison.  By  day- 
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break,  succours  will  be  despatched  to  our  rescue. 
Be  firm, — and  all  is  well !" — 

"  He  cares  for  nought  but  the  gratification  of 
of  his  own  selfish  ranity!" — grumbled  one  of  the 
burgesses  apart. 

'*  He  wants  to  work  his  way  to  the  Grodski- 
ship  !** — exclaimed  Karolek  the  Hayduck,  lending 
an  ear  to  the  roar  of  the  populace,  which  just 
then  appeared  to  burst  forth  with  redoubled 
violence. 

"Vivat,  —  vivat!"  —  cried  the  Predco,  who 
though  somewhat  stunned  by  his  wound,  had  been 
carefully  noticing  the  varying  indications  of  the 
moment.  ^*  We  are  safe ! — I  hear  the  trampling 
of  troopers ;  by  what  miracle  vouchsafbd  to  our 
assistance,  Heaven's  mercy  best  can  tell. — Haiic ! 
the  bugle-call  of  onslaught! — Behold! — Behold. 
The  glorious  Hussars  of  the  Lithuanian  regiment ! 
— Vivat!  vivat!** — 

And  to  the  utter  amazement  of  the  Predco, 
burghers  Hayducks  and  miscellaneous  congre- 
gation of  loyalists  assembled  in  the  Ratusz,  a 
r^ular  charge  was  made  upon  the  astonished  and 
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yelling  multitude,  by  a  squadron  of  the  best  dis- 
ciplined dragoons  in  the  kingdom !— The  flames, 
slowly  consuming  the  window  and  door-frames 
of  the  Ratusz,  added  a  fearful  reflection  to  the 
gleaming  sabres  and  brilliant  accoutrements  of 
the  men,  as  sword  in  hand  they  bore  dgwn  upon 
the  resolute  populace. — 

The  first  charge,  indeed,  appeared  decisive, 
llie  Confederates,  whose  attention  was  engrossed 
up  to  the  very  moment  of  attack  by  the  proceed- 
ings at  the  Ratusz,  were  no  less  overwhelmed 
by  this  sudden  inundation  than  if  Heaven  had 
poured  down  an  armament  to  trample  them  into 
dust.  Already,  too,  confusion  had  wrought  dis- 
union among  them.  The  Puszcza  Company, 
a  tribe  difi^ering  widely  in  views  and  aspirations 
from  the  riotous  multitude,  (disgusted  by  the 
violation  of  private  rights  practised  in  the 
plunder  of  the  Jewish  distillery,  and  by  the 
firing  of  the  Ratusz  which  it  was  their  desire  to 
convert  into  the  head-quarters  of  the  Confedera- 
tion,) had  already  retired  from  the  Rynek ;  and  the 
half-inebriated  and  awe-struck  Chlopstwo  form- 
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ing  the  majoritj  of  the  populaee,  terrified  by 
the  aspect  of  their  militaiy  assailants,  fled  like 
sheep  from  the  charge.  Father  Hieronjmiis  and 
the  banner  of  the  Confederation  disappeared. 
Shouts  of  triumph  were  followed  by  yells  of 
terror  and  groans  from  the  men  trampled  by  die 
chargers  or  bleeding  under  the  sabres  of  the 
Lithuanian  Hussars.  Within  five  minutes,  the 
military  were  in  possession  of  the  Rynek ;  and 
the  Confederates  forced  into  the  two  narfon^ 
streets  that  terminated  its  angles! — 

3ut  the  first  panic  over,  a  body  of  picked  men 
more  efficiently  armed  than  the  rest  whidi  had 
been  assigned  by  Father  Joachim  to  the  command 
of  Henryk  the  Strasnik  and  Erazm  the  daunt- 
less son  of  Ignacy,  retracing  their  steps,  asto- 
nished in  their  turn  the  exulting  soldiers  of  Colonel 
Salkanski  by  an  efficient  discharge  of  musquetry 
dislodging  many  a  bold  Hussar  finom  his  saddle; 
while  others  of  the  Lubionkians,  who  had  forced 
their  way  into  the  dwelling-houses  surrounding 
the  Targ,  poured  down  upon  them  an  irregular 
fire,  still  more  annoying.  —  Count    Czelenszki, 
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having  already  obtained  from  the  brave  Salkaii- 
ski  a  promise  that  quarter  should  be  granted 
to  the  misguided  men,  (dupes  of  a  cunning  trai- 
tor»)  as  &r  as  was  consistent  with  his  duty  to  the 
Republic,  now  despaired  of  preserving  the  offenders 
from  a  general  massacre ;  and  having  dismounted 
finom  his  horse,  and  forced  a  way  through  the 
smouldering  doors  of  the  Ratusz,  hastened  to  con- 
fer with  the  Grodski  or  his  representatives  touch- 
ing the  numbers,  means,  and  dispositions  of  the 
rioters ;  and  the  readiest  mode  of  effecting  a  parley 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  Confederation.  Konstanty 
Felinski,  who  (expecting  to  find  his  father  and 
Michaelokski  in  council  with  the  civil  authorities 
of  the  Miasteczko)  had  undertaken  this  branch 
<^  duty,  was  not  yet  visible  on  the  scene  of 
acti<m ;  and  the  good,  humane,  and  self-convicted 
magnat  of  Wodarodko  would  not  sacrifice  ano- 
ther minute  or  another  life  to  the  expectation  of 
his  arrival. 

Rushing  up  the  stairs,  he  found  a  body  of 
Hayducks,  carbine  in  hand,  prepared  to  resist  the 
anticipated  attack  of  the  insurgents ; — and,  after 
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a  moment's  explaiiation»  was  saflfered  to  enter  the 
Hall  of  the  tribunal,  where  the  Predoo,  half-faint- 
ing  from  loss  of  blood  and  propped  in  a  chair, 
still  attempted  to  issue  his  commands  to  the 
men. — 

Feebly  raising  his  arm  with  a  cry  of  triomph, 
as  the  young  Count,  whom  he  r^arded  as  a  har- 
Unger  of  rescue  to  the  Miasteczko,  entered  the 
room,  he  attempted  to  raise  himself  firom  his  seat, 
and  advance  to  meet  the  magnat  of  Wodarodko. 
But  at  that  moment,  an  explosion  as  of  an  earth- 
quake, shook  the  very  foundation  of  the  building 
and  precipitated  him  to  the  ground!  —  Cie- 
lenszki  himself, — struck  on  the  breast  by  one  of 
the  burning  rafters  forced  by  the  shock  with  aw- 
ful violence  into  the  chamber, — ^lost  all  sense  of 
the  fearful  scene  in  which  he  bore  a  part,  and  lay 
stretched  insensible  by  the  side  of  the  Predoo  of 
Lubloyst. 


CHAPTER   XXX. 


Men  who  beliere  they  never  can  he  free 
Unlca  yjj fighting  for  their  Liberty; 
By  their  own  UwkM  cUmonr  and  oomplainty 
Inrite  coercion,  and  enforce  restraint. 


*'  Trust  me,  my  worthiest  friend,  I  sliall  never 
lament  me  of  the  journey,  nor  even  of  my  need- 
less alarms,  since  they  haye  been  the  means  of 
restoring  friendship  and  good  fellowship  between 
us!'' — said  Eustachy  Felinski  to  his  neighbour 
of  Wraniczko;  as  they  sat  together  at  their 
noon-day  meal,  in  a  small  karczma  adjoining  the 
ferry  over  the  Vistula, — a  post  station  nearest  to 
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Wielici, — on  tlie  monmig  suoeeediiig  die  eyeiitfiil 
in|^t  of  wfaoae  direfbl  results  tke j  were  at  preeent 
90  little  apprdieiiaTe. 

**  I  erer  told  yoa  that  we  shoukl  Inrnig  badi 
news  of  Kcmstsnty's  safety,**  replied  MichaSok* 
ski,  swaUowing  a  suffieient  ladlefol  of  smoking 
Barszcz; — ^*and  whatever  may  be  the  cause  of 
the  wondrous  prcNmotion  intimated  fay  the  Podsta- 
rosci  of  the  Czartoiyski  palace,  (that  the  yoong 
Captain,  forsooth,  is  now  boon«companion  to  his 
Highness  on  his  joam^  to  Petrikow,)  it  can  bode 
only  new  honours  to  your  son.    Wherefi>re,  my 
i^ood  friend  and  neighboar,  should  yon  cm  Ais 
new  foundation  erect  fresh  projects  for  his  pre- 
ferment,  and  repent  the  contract  on  which  we 
have  entered  upon  the  strength  of  young  Pulaf- 
ski's  retractation, — ** 

'*  Away !-  —  interrupted  Felinski.  "  TIs  an 
imputation  on  my  honour  to  advert  to  such  a 
contingency.  Mineczka  is  the  fidrest  and  wealth- 
iest, as  well  as  the  most  virtuous  and  gentle  of 
our  Lubloyskan  damsels; — and  what  further 'dare 
I  covet  for  my  son? — ^With  a  blameful  partiality. 
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I  own  I  could  wish  she  had  looked  with  an  eye 
ci  preference  on  one  who  would  have  loved  her 
better — inasmuch  as  he  would  have  loved  her 
beyond  the  light  of  his  oum  eyes, — even  Julhisz, 
my  noble  youngling.  But  this  is  no  longer  to  be 
thought  of.  The  maiden  has  made  her  election ; 
— ^my  son,  as  you  inform  me,  has  spoken  his 
pretensions ; — and  you  and  I,  Michaelokski,  hav« 
now  clasped  hands  on  the  contract.  Hencefor* 
ward  the  affair  has  only  a  bright  side  in  my 
eyes." 

^'  And  so  soon  as  the  churl  Pulaftki  can  be 
moved  to  restore  my  pledge,  the  roofs  of  the  old 
form  shall  ring  merrily  with  the  bridal !" — cried 
Michaelokski,  raising  his  glass  and  pledging  a 
health  to  the  young  couple.  '*  Konstanty  is  a 
jot  more  city-bred  than  I  would  have  desired  in  a 
8on-in4aw ; — ^but  then  my  girl  has  a  voice  and  a 
smile  of  persuasion  to  win  over  a  mill-stone  to 
her  side :  and  we  shall  soon  find  the  young  wife 
weaning  him  firom  the  fopperies  which,  after  all, 
my  old  friend,  are  but  the  tinsel  on  the  mantle  of 
youth. — ^New  ties,  new  faculties! — Konstanty,  a 
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hvdmiid  and  a  fiiLther,will  become  a  sober  ddzen; 
and  acoording  as  the  sage  Lycoigiis  in  his  insti- 
tntes " 

<'  Is  not  ycMider  SEmobl,  the  Zyd  of  the  mias- 
teoko  dismoimting  finom  his  mule  ?" — intormpfted 
Felinaki,  looking  eaivestly  from  the  casement. 
^^  It  may  chance  that  he  joomeys  from  Lublojst, 
and  can  give  me  tidings  of  Jaliusz." 

*^  I  would  scarcely  lend  fSEuth  to  Us  news  of 
the  sailing  or  winking  of  a  coble-boat  !**-*  cried 
Michaelokski.  ^^  What  word  of  trust  ever  issued 
from  the  foul  mouth  of  a  dog  of  Israd?" — 

*'  Nay/'  replied  Fdinski.  ''  God's  judgments 
are  severe  upon  the  scatterlings» — for  against  God 
did  they  rebel! — ^But  we,  his  senrants, — ^we  who 
are  also  children  of  wrath, — are  we  justified  in 
dealing  the  bolts  of  reprobation  on  the  head  of 
a  feUow-creature  I — Szmuhl  T  he  cried,  looking 
forth  firom  the  casement — and  beckoning  to  the 
Jew,  who  approached  cringingly  on  the  summons 
of  the  wealthy  Szlachdc  of  Lublowicz.  **  What 
cheer  finom  Lubloyst? — ^Know  you  aught  of  the 
welfime  of  my  son  ?  ** — 
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I  come,  gracious  sir,  from  tbe  Salitaniia, 
whereof  your  poor  Bervant  is  the  direetor  and 
leasee/*  replied  he,  micovering  his  shaven  erown, 
while  the  light  summer  hreeze  that  played  on  his 
sallow  cheek  raised  not  the  long  pendent  locks 
hanging  (after  the  fi^hion  of  the  Jews  of  Poland,) 
on  either  side  his  face.  **  But  though  news  have  I 
none  of  home  or  kindred,  a  mighty  word  hangs 
upon  my  toilgue.  Some  hours  ago  I  encountered 
on  the  Wilna  road  a  courier  from  the  city/' 

**  We  ourselves  journey  from  Warsaw,**  cried 
Michaelokski,  impatient  of  his  friend's  colloquy 
with  one  of  the  detested  race. 

^*  But  scarcely  with  a  courier's  speed,  gracious 
Szlaehcic!"  —  persisted  Szmuhl,  cowering  lower 
than  before. — *^  The  fellow  of  whom  I  spake  was 
travelling  like  the  arrow  of  the  winged  lightning, 
to  convey  intelligence  of  our  Sovereign's  decease." 

"The  Kino!" — ejaculated  Felinski. 

**  Is  with  the  King  of  kings ! " — ^resumed  the 
Zyd.  *^  Augustus  of  Saxony  no  longer  reigns  in 
Poland." 

*^  And  Keyserling?"  exclaimed  Michaelokski. 
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But  the  Jew  had  no  leisure  to  reply.  The  atten* 
tion  of  all  parties  was  arrested  by  an  intemperate 
jangle  between  two  horsemen  haying  ridden  into 
the  stable  from  the  feny;    who  were  mutually 

asserting  a  claim  to  the  first  and  best  horse  of  the 
post  station.  Both,  it  appeared,  were  govern- 
ment couriers. 

**  I  tell  you/'  cried  one,  "  I  am  the  bearer  of 
a  despatch  from  his  Excellent  Lordship  the 
Primate    Bishop,    now    l^  the  Grace   of  God 

R^ent  of  Poland." 

**  And  I  tell  you,**  cried  the  other,  "  I  am  oo 
a  mission  of  special  import  firom  Count  Briihl,  the 
R^enfs  regent.  —  Moreover,  if  you  have  the 
heart  of  a  man,  dispute  not  my  claims ;  for  'tis  a 
matter  of  life  and  death." 

*^  My  errand  is  of  no  less  import  !**  cried  the 
first,  ^*  being  a  recal  to  the  troops  despatched  two 
days  ago  under  Salkanski,  to  suppress  with  the 

edge  of  the  sword  the  insurrection  of  Lubtonki.** 

« 

^*  The  Confederation  of  Lubionki  !'*  ejaculated 
Szmuhl,  involuntarily  dropping  the  caul-cap  he 
held  in  his  hand. 
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'*  The  Confederation  of  Lubionki  !*'— exclaimed 
Felinski,  sta^ering  to  a  seat. 

"  Jezus  Marya ! — ^what  means  all  this  f  cried 
Michaelokski.  — ''  Has  Czelenski's  tree  of  good 
and  evil  already  borne  such  fatal  fruit !" — 

''  Stop  them, — ^in  God's  name  stop  them,  and 
obtain  further  tidings !" — ^faltered  Felinski  to  his 
friend;  —  while  the  Zyd,  apprehending  further 
interrogation  on  his  own  part,  quietly  remounted 
the  mule  he  still  held  by  the  rein ;  and  instead  of 
halting  as  he  had  purposed  for  rest  and  refresh- 
ment, slunk  away  towards  the  by-road  which 
would  convey  him  quickest  to  Lubloyst. 

"  Both  have  been  furnished  with  fresh  horses,'* 
cried  Michaelokski,  "and  are  about  to  start!" — 
and  rushing  to  the  door,  he  had  scarcely  time 
to  lay  his  hand  on  the  bridle  of  Lubienski's  cou- 
rier. But  even  the  florin  insinuated  into  his 
hand,  procured  only  the  barren  information  that 
the  peasantry  of  the  Puszcza  of  Lubionki  were 
in  a  state  of  rebellion ;  —  that  a  detachment  of 
dragoons  had  been  dispatched  from  Warsaw  to 
put  down  the  insurrection  ;  and  that  the  Primate 
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now  president  of  the  council,  had  made  it  the 
first  duty  of  his  office  to  issue  a  proclamation  of 
general  amnesty,  proyided  the  leaders  were  giyen 
up  to  justice,  and  that  their  misguided  followers 
laid  down  their  arms. — 

*'  Away  then, — away  with  all  speed  V*  cried 
the  agonized  Felinski,  on  hearing  their  eommnni- 

cations.  "  Detain  them  not  for  the  utterance  of 
another  syllaUe  !'* — and  Binking  back  in  his  chair 
he  lifted  up  his  voice  and  wept  aloud.  But  so 
.fiir  from  conjecturing  the  share  his  hearth  and 
household  held  in  the  promises  of  the  proclama- 
tion, his  tease  were  tears  of  thankfulness, — 
that  while  Ignacy  the  W^larz  and  many  other 
fathers  of  the  district  beheld  their  sons  inrolTed 
in  the  terrors  of  detected  treason,  his  own  prompt 
tenderness  had  extricated  from  peril  his  beloved 
JuliussE ;  while  Konstanty,  instead  of  a  dangjsious 
encounter  with  the  desperadoes  of  the  Jama, 
was  honoured  with  the  friendship  of  his  noble 

patron  of  Pulawy,  and  on  the  eye  of  a  prosper- 
ous betrothment  with  the  gentle  maiden  of 
Wrankiczo! — 


07  LUBIOITKI.  259 

,  "  And  why,  I  pray  you,  (for  'tis  plain,  Mend 
Felinski,  that  you  had  previous  insight  into  the 
matter,)  why  have  you  kept  this  thing  in  mystery 
from  me?'' — «aid  Michaelokski.  ^*  The  peasants 
in  armjs  ? — Perhaps  some  of  my  own  knaves  of 
CUopstwo,  profiting  by  my  absence,  join  in  their 
oatrages! — ^Why — why,  Felinski,  kept  you  this 
matter  a  secret  from  your  firiend?" — 

**  Grieve  me  not  by  persisting  in  the  inquiry  !*' 
replied  the  farmer,  mournfully  waiving  his  head. 
^'^I  had  personal  motives  for  concealment. — JBut 
our  meal  is  ended; — our  inducement  homeward 
of  redoubled  emergency.  Let  us  to  horse  and 
away  for  Lubloyst, — for  home — ^for  Lublowicz, — 
fbrJuliuszr— 

**  And  have  you  neither  a  thought  nor  a  word 
for  my  daughter,  who  soon  shall  be  your  own  ? — 
What  think  you  may  have  been  the  hap  of  my 
poor  Mineczka,  if  indeed  my  Wraniczkian  pea- 
sants have  been  deluded  into  joining  the  Confe- 
dertition  ?" — 

**  Speak  not  of  so  dread  a  thing  \^ — said  his 
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eompttnion,  ahuddering.     '^Knew   joa  as  I  do 
the  desperate  eooreeB  of  these  rebels"* — 

**  You  shall  not  alann  me  !**  cried  Michaelok* 
ski.  **  Firstly,  I  have  aU  cause  to  coimt  upon 
the  fidelity  ot  my  household.  Secondly,  in  the 
emergency  <^  any  popular  disturbance,  it  would 
be  Father  Joachim's  first  care  to  remove  my 
precious  child  to  the  security  of  the  Carme- 
lites."— 

'^The  security    of  a   sheepfold   against   the 

preying  of  a  herd  of  wolves!"  cried  Felinski. 

**  And  Father  Joachim  as  her  watch-dog? — There 

breathes  not  in  Poland  so  foul  a  traitor, —  so 

insidious  a  breeder  of  mischief !" — 

*^  It  is  then  as  I  thought,"  mused  the  farmer 

of  Wraniczko. 

*'  And  since  the  leaders  of  this  sedition  are  to 

be  given  up  in  example  and  warning  to  the  king- 
dom, pray  Heaven  the  sacrifice  of  yonder  cunning 
Jesuit's  head  may  yield  sufficient  atonement,"  cried 
his  agitated  companion. — Litde  did  Felinski  ima^ 
gine  that  the  courier  of  Briihl  and  the  Primate 
had  been  already  outstripped  by  a  secret  mes- 
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senger,  bearing  from  the  leaden  of  the  Russian 
party  to  the  Zakon  Jeeuitow  such  offers^ of  pre- 
ferment and  protection  as  not  only  secured  the 
safety  of  Father  Joachim,  but  attached  the  future 
services  of  this  champion  of  Polish  Freedom 
and  the  cause  of  the  Catholic  Church, — ^to  the 
cabinet  of  St.  Petersburg ! — Little  did  be  foresee 
that  the  man  he  fencied  predestined  to  the  block, 
would  live  to  be  inscribed  in  that  goodly  company 
of  confessors,*  which  completed  the  subjugation 
of  the  last  King  of  Poland;  or  that  the  spirit  of 
patriotism  evoked  among  the  peasantry  of  Ma- 
xowaze,  on  whose  previous  and  inherent  existence 
he  had  artfully  grounded  the  machinations  of  his 
order,  would  smoulder  in  inextinguishable  power 
till  roused  into  new  vigour  by  the  Confederation 
of  Bar,  and  the  gallant  enterprize  of  Kosciuszko. 
Meanwhile  every  mile  of  their  remaining 
journey  was  a  work  of  toil  and  anxiely  to  the 
two  iathers.  Their  way  -  worn  beasts  were 
scarcely  equal  to  so  speedy  a  resumption  of  their 


*  Of  the  forty  oonfesson  of  SUnialas  Augustus,  the  greater 
mmibcar  were  Jesuits. 
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travel ;  and  although  at  Wieliez  they  obtained 
fresh  horses,  the  confirmation  (kert  received  of 

the  news  from  Warsaw,  accompanied  faj  mmoors 
of  a  serious  struggle  the  preceding  night  between 
the  military  and  the  people,  did  bat  fearfdllj 
encrease  their  disquietudes. — 

"  I  will  cut  short  across  the  pastures  to  Lob- 
lowicz,  without  entering  the  town,'*  said  Felinski 
in  a  low  voice  to  his  friend,  as  they  approached 
within  a  quarter  of  a  league  of  Lubloyst. 

"  And  /  will  take  the  Puszcza  road  to  Wran- 
iczko,*'  replied  Michaelokski ;  ^*  pausing  a  moment 
at  your  gate  to  learn  that  all  is  well/' 

Again  they  relapsed  into  silence;  and  although 
when  each  occasionally  uttered  a  few  words  to 
the  other,  it  was  in  encouragement  and  mutual 
assurance  that  they  and  theirs  could  be  in  no  way 
concerned  in  the  event,  yet  Michaelokski  was 
not  surprised  when  they  reached  a  sandy  portion 
of  the  road  that  muffled  the  stepping  of  their 
horses,  to  hear  deep  sobs  bursting  from  the  breast 
of  his  companion. — 

"  My  heart  sinks  within  me  !*'    faltered  the 
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old  man,  as  they  approached  the  farm  so  near 
as  to  difloeni  through  the  twilight  its  dim  plant- 
ations, its  white  walls,  its  homely  stacks  and 
bams,  all-tranquil  in  their  usual  rustic  seclusion. 
'*It  needs  to  love  and  build  our  hopes  upon 
a  child,  as  tenderly  as  I  upon  my  Juliusz,  to 
appreciate  the  terrors  now  fluttering  in  my 
bosom/' — 

Alas! — ^The  first  objects  that  struck  him  on 
entering  the  precincts  of  the  farm,  were  military 
acootttrements  hanging  in  all  directions  on  the 
palings. — ^The  stable  was  filled  with  troop  horses ; 
— and  as  the  two  farmers  dismounted,  they  were 
roughly  shouldered  by  the  hussars  in  possession 

of  the  place ! — 

Felinski  laid  his  hand  heavily  on  that  of  his 
companion,  silently  pointing  to  the  ground  as 
they  entered  the  kitchen  where  the  soldiers  were 
carousing.  Although  ashes  were  profusely  scat- 
tered on  the  floor,  a  track  of  blood  was  distinctly 
visible  towards  the  hall;  —  and  the  old  man 
doubted  not,  as  he  staggered  towards  the  door, 
that  the  blood  beneath  his  feet  was  the  precious 
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life-blood  of  his  child ! — And  lo ! — while  his  soul 
sunk  heavy  within  him^ — and  a  munnor  as  of 
struggling  emotions  and  contending  horrors  per- 
plexed his  ears, —  the  dragoons' caronsing  roond 
his  dishonoured  board  were  passing  ribald  jests, 
and  roaring  Bacchanalian  songs  of  triumph! — 


CHAPTER  XXXT. 


He  reached  the  chamber :  and  bis  eyes  behold 
All  that  his  heart  believed  not,  yet  foretold.— 

Brnov. 


But  Felinski  as  yet  apprehended  not  half  his 
misfortunes.  The  hall  he  now  threw  open  was 
allunoinated  with  many  tapers.  But  amid  the 
unnatural  brilliancy  of  the  scene,  there  was  a 
stillness  as  of  death; — and,  though  that  narrow 
space  contained  all  that  was  dear  to  him  on 
earthy — although  his  sons, — ^yea!  both  his  sons 
were  there, — their  breath  was  not  on  the  air,  nor 
their  shadow  on  the  wall ! — 

▼OL.    II.  N 
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Cloee  beside  the  door  stood  the  aged  Katar- 
zynka,  with  the  handmaidens  of  the  &rm  ranged 
in  silent  array  by  her  side: — the  fixed  torpor 
of  grief,  ponrtrayed  in  her  &oe,  being  fiu-  more 
doquoit  than  words  to  the  apprehensions  of  the 
heart-stricken  &ther.  At  some  distance,  SfiaOzta 
and  Bhizek  of  Wranicsko  were  kneeling  before  a 
temporary  Calvary,  aflized  against  the  wall ;  and 
at  the  npper  extremity  of  the  chamber  atood  a 
bed,  (dragged  thither  for  some  inexplicable  pop* 
pose)  beside  which  sat  the  daughter  of  Michaielok* 
ski, — pale,  cold,  and  rigid,  as  a  marble  eflBgy» — 
on  whom  their  sadden  entrance  {Modnced  «*»itfM»» 

change  nor  moyement.  At  her  feet  was  the 
favourite  wolf-dog  of  young  Pulafiki ;  bat 
instead  of  starting  up,  after  the  wont  of  his  ii»> 
ture,  to  redst  the  approach  of  strange  footsteps, 
the  poor  brute  lay  extended  there  immoreable, 
as  though'aware  that  the  buaiDess  of  his  life  was 
over! — 

The  old  man  saw  the  sentence  of  his  dettinj 
inscribed,  as  by  the  finger  of  God,  before  his 
eyes; — nor  did  his  pulse  quiekm  or  his  bveath 
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shorten  a^  with  a  grave  and  resolute  step  he 
trarersed  the  chamber  and  stood  beside  the  bed. 
There  indeed  lay  Juliusz,— cold,— death-stretched, 

— death-pale; — but  lovely,  as  in  a  sleep  whose 
dreams  are  soothing.  Like  all  who  perish  by 
gun-shot  woundsy  there  was  laqguor  in  his  coun- 
tenance ; — ^like  all  who  perish  young, — ^ther^  was 
the  promise  of  Heaven  upon  his  brow. — ^The  rich 
auburn  hair  was  not  yet  matted  to  his  fine  fore- 
head by  the  dews  of  death ;  and  those  who  loved 
him  might  gaze  upon  his  beauty,  and  fancy 
that  the  breath  of  life  was  suspended,  not  ex- 
tinguished, on  his  lips. — 

But  what  was  the  mysterious  thing  enwrapt 
in  a  bloody  sheet,  that  lay  beside  him; — over 
which  the  cold  hand  of  Mineczka  was  extended 
in  involuntary  guardianship  ? — 

Alas!  it  needed  not  to  enquire! — But  one  thing 
had  she  loved, — ^but  one  earthly  form  had  she 
cherished  with  the  passion  of  attachment  origi- 
nating such  gi-ief  as  the  grief  depicted  in  her 
&ce ; — and  a  right  of  possession  was  marked  in 
the  pertinacity  vrith  which  she  laid  her  hand 

V  2 
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upon  that  fearful  object,  as  though  to  protect  it 
from  further  injury  finom  the  mde  soldiers  whose 
merriment  echoed  in  her  ears.  It  was — ^it  ooold 
be  none  other  than  the  idol  of  her  youth, — ^the 
husband  her  heart  had  chosen, — ^the  eldest-bom 
of  the  bereaved  Felinski ! — 

The  mangled  remains  of  Konstanty,  extricated 
from  the  ruins  of  the  Zydowka's  dwelling — (blown 
to  atoms  by  a  sudden  and  mysterious  explosion 
during  the  outrages  of  the  preceding  night)  were 
indeed  gathered  there  in  preparation  for  their 
last  abiding- place  :  and  when  Felinski  vainly 
attempted  to  raise  the  linen  from  the  defeatured 
coi*pse,  he  found  that  gentle  hands  had  forestalled 
the  attempt ; — that  Mineczka's  faithful  tenderness 
had  exerted  itself  to  sew  the  fatal  winding  sheet 
round  the  mangled  body  of  her  lover ! — 

"  Disturb  it  not — disturb  it  not !  ** — ^&ltered 
the  agonized  girl,  starting  as  with  a  sense  of 
pain  on  beholding  another  touch  than  her  own 
);rofane  the  dead.  "  'Tis  all  that  an  avenging 
Cod  hath  left  me!"— 

**  My  sons, — my  brave  sons !  "—cried  Felinski 
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with  a  broken  voicey  fixing  his  eyes  upon  the 

bedy  while  Michaelokski  enfolding  his  heart- 
broken daughter  in  his  arms  vainly  attempted 
to  soothe  her  anguish.  "  One  only  question, 
owe— one  only — ^and  I  have  done ! — ^They  fell  in 
opposing  factions, — ^my  young  soldier — ^my  patriot 
boy. — ^Fought  they  hand  to  hand — died  they  with 

the  guilt  of  fratricide  upon  their  souls  ?  " — 

**  Juliusz  fell  nobly  and  like  a  hero,  defending 
sword  in  hand  the  liberties  of  his  country," 
murmured  the  object  of  his  faithful  tenderness, 
pointing  to  the  broken  hilt  of  the  Karabella  that 
lay  beside  him.  "  A  mysterious  and  less  honoured 
fate  awaited  his  brother.  But,  by  the  blessing 
of  Heaven,  no  encounter  chanced  between  them 
in  the  struggle." — 

"Enough!"  said  the  old  man; — "enough — 
enough ! " — And,  kneeling  down  on  his  knees 
beside  the  couch, — ^while  Michaelokski  pressed 
his  widowed  daughter  to  his  bosom  and  wept 
aloud, — ^he  bowed  his  aged  head  on  the  clay-cold 
feet  of  Juliusz,  and  prayed  that  his  spirit  might 
be  with  God  !— The  ruin  of  his  house  was  indeed 
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complete! — ^Bat  his   hair  was   gray,  —  and  hk 
eyes  dim ; — there  was  not  much  longer  to  aUde 

its  desolation! — 

#  #  •  « 

The  aspect  of  the  little  town  of  Liddoyst,  oa 
the  following  day,  was  one  of  dread  aecompt  to 
the  originators  of  such  widely  extended  eril.  The 
Ratosrblaekened,  defaced,  and  in  part  destroyed, 
stood  like  a  sepulchral  monument  in  the  de- 
serted Rynek.    The  windows  <^  every  hoose  were 

broken ; — the  stone  fountain  lay  oyerthrown  from 
its  base;  —  and  in  many  places  the  pavunent 
was  stained  and  clotted  with  blood.  The  bdls 
<^  the  church  and  convents  were  tolling  for  the 
burial  of  the  dead ;  the  solemn  Requiem  of  the 
*'  De  Profundis  "*  echoed  through  the  streets ; — 
in  the  subuib,  where  the  Jewish  factory  had 
been  converted  into  a  lazai^t  for  the  wounded 
military,  a  heap  of  ruins  extended  from  the  dwell- 
ing of  SzmuU  towards  the  friary  of  the  Zakon 
Je8uit6w ; — but  the  ignition  of  the  ammunition 
therein  deposited  remained  a  mystery.  Nepo- 
mucen  Pnlafiki,  lAo  alone  could  have  revealed 
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the  aecfet  of  Doaka  s  inearceration  and  frantic 
conditiony  was- no  more  ;*  haying  been  slaughtered 
in  an  attempt  at  escape*  But  even  he  knew  not 
that  Ignacy's  daughter,  concealed  in  the  vault 
beneath  the  dwelling  of  the  Zyd,  and  startled  by 
the  trampling  of  numerous  footsteps  which  she 
hnligined  to  he  those  of  the  Confederates  of  Lu- 
hionki — the  assassins  of  her  Konstanty, — had, 
in  the  frenzy  of  the  delusion,  cast  the  light  from 
Pulafski's  lantern  among  the  barrels,  involving 

herself  and  her  unsuspecting  lover  in  one  dread- 
fhl  and  common  destiny ! — * 

And  from  these  evils,  the  arch  origin  of  all^ — 
the  Jesuit, — ^had  managed  to  escape ! — Secure  in 
the  promises  held  out  by  the  Czartoryski  or  Poni- 
atofiki  faction,  he  was  already  on  his  Toad  to 
foodno ;  and  Count  Czelenszki,  in  publishing  to 
the  miserable  remnant  of  the  Confederation 
the  proelamati0n  of  amnesty  vouchsafed  by  the 
veneraUe  Primate,  was  aware  that  the  article 
reqpeetmg^  the  delivery  of  the  ringlead^«  was  n^ 
longer  in  their  power  of  accomplishment. 

AU  parties  in  the  state  had  ibolivea  of  th^ir 
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own  for  wiflhing  this  mysterious  oat4»rBt  of  dis- 
affection to  be  leniently  visited,  and  dianissed 
withont  an  over-careful  scrutiny ;  and  all  partied 
in  the  district  of  Lubloyst  were  beguiled  with 
hopes  that  a  new  order  of  things  was  at  hand, 
and  that  the  election  of  the  venerable  Branicld  to 
the  vacant  throne  would  shortly  tranquilliie  the 
discontents  and  appease  the  clums  of  Poland. — 
The  serpent's  head  was  crushed. — The  bravest 
and  boldest  of  the  Confederation  were  in  their 
graves; — ^and  the  most  active  and  efficient  ba- 
nished  forth  from  the  province. 

*^  And  ly  even  I,  by  my  wayward  interference 
with  the  laws  of  the  land,  have  been  the  un« 
witting  inciter  of  all  these  troubles  I*" — mused 
Count  Czelenszki; — when,  having  dismissed  his 
idle  train  of  foreign  servitors  and  laid  aside  the 
visionary  speculations  of  his  youth,  he  hastened 
to  take  up  his  abode  at  Wodarodko.  **  My  means 
of  fortune  enable  me  indeed  to  build  anew  the 
breaches  of  Lubloyst; — to  create  institutions  for 
the  enlightenment  of  the  district  and  the  main* 
tenance  of  good  order  among  its  populaticMi ; — ^for 


or  LUBiOHKi.  273 


heneefbrward  I  •  will  reside  among  the  people 
who0e  labour  is  the  source  of  my  opulence,  and 
whose  best  virtue,  their  glowing  love  of  liberty, 
has  hitherto  been  tinctured  by  the  grossness  of 
ignorance  and  superstition.  Precept  and  example 
shall  train  them  to  better  means  of  service  to 
their  country. — But  who  shall  recal  the  past ; — 
or  bring  back  the  dead  to  the  homes  I  have 
rendered  desolate  ?  —  The  new  Grodski  pro- 
tnises  well  for  the  consolation  and  care  of  the 
miasteczko ; — ^but  for  the  widow, — ^the  orphan, — 
and  above  all,  for  the  desolate  hearths  of  Wra* 
niczko  and  Lublowicz,  what  avails  his  aid  or 
mine? — Years  will  pass ; — and  the  gap  occasioned 
in  the  district  by  this  waste  of  human  life  must 
yet  be  apparent  in  the  laud.  And  though  brighter 
days  are  dawning  for  Poland, — and  though  the 
hope  of  future  independence  emanates  even  from 
the  lawless  flames  of  rebellion,  —  yet  should 
the  banner  of  the  White  Eagle  soar  anew  in  the 
sunshine,  neither  time  nor  tide  nor  change  will 
avail  to  efface  from  the  memory  of  the  people  of 
Lttbloyst  the  image  of  the  young  hero  whom 

V  6 


274  LlJBIOHKl. 

they  loyedy^ihe  hero  who  should  hare  lived 
to  become  a  blessing  to  his  oountiy!) — struck 
down  in  an  obscure  struggle  by  a  band  un- 
known;—or  obliterate  the  fatal — fatal  .destinies 

of  the  COKFEDBBATION  OF  LUBIONKI !" — 


THB  BKD. 


THE 


MILL  OF  MARIEMONT; 


OR 


THE  FORTUNES  OF  STANISLAS. 


Lo !  Danger,  like  an  ague,  subtly  taints 
Eren  then  when  we  sit  idly  in  the  snn. 

Shakspeake. 


THE   MILL  OF  MARIEMONT; 


OR    THB 


FORTUNES   OF  STANISLAS. 


CHAPTER   I. 


Who  hath  fonnd 
His  way  to  this  forbidden  ground  ? 
These  lawns,  and  beds  of  flowers,  and  shades, 
Of  trellice-work  in  long  arcades, 
And  cirque  and  crescent  framed  by  wall 
Of  close  dipt  foliage,  rank  and  tall. 
Conveiging  walks  and  fountains  gay, 
And  terraces  in  trim  array. 
And  pine  and  cedar,  spreading  wide 
Their  darksome  boughs  on  either  side. 

Wordsworth. 

The  brightness  of  a  clear  summer  moonlight 
fell  full  upon  the  rippling  waters  of  the  Gulph 
of  Finland,  and  glittered  upon  the  turrets  and 
stately  colonnades  of  the  Imperial  Palace  of 
Oranienhaum,  standing  in  conspicuous  majesty 
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on  the  rifling  shore.  Although  a  heavj  line  of 
shadow  was  projected  by  the  bastions  of  the 
adjoining  fortress,  yet  so  steady  and  intenae  was 
the  reflection  of  the  moon  on  the  gardens  be- 
neathy  that  ihe  flowers,  instead  of  mmwmmg  the 
ghasdy  and  spectral  hue  pecaliar  to  moonlight 
scenery,  were  distingoishable  in  their  bright  Ttr 
rieties  of  bloom.' 

All  was  clear  and  distinct  as  at  noon-day. 
But  the  tinkling  of  the  fountains  was  silent, 
the  song  of  the  birds  hushed ; — ^no  gaudy  bot^ 
terfly  or  swarm  of  ephemeral  insects  holered 
over  those  gorgeous  flower-beds; — ^nor  did  ihe 
flapping  wings  of  the  sea-fivwl,  uprising  from  tide 
adjoining  marshes,  direct  their  heayy  flight  to- 
wards  the  lake  of  Ladoga.  The  measured  tramp 
of  the  sentinels,  as  they  traversed  with  mediaaical 
steps  the  base  of  a  flight  of  marble  steps  as- 
cending to  the  entrance  of  the  pdaoe,  with  an 
oooasional  challenge  at  the  approach  of  coming 
fiMtsteps,  bore  witness  to  the  anxious  Yigilanee 
befitting  the  dead  of  n%ht  in  the  purlieus  of  the 
courts  of  kings. 
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The  iUnstrioiis  inhabitant  of  the  Palace  of 

ft 

Oraxuenbauxn,  to  whom  this  homage  of  watohfol-* 
nesB-  was  dedicated,  would  gladly,  however,  hare 
diqwDUBod  with  the  ceremonial.  A  feithlegs  wife; 
— acfifaalling  subject, — ^Catherine,  Grand  Duchess 
of  Holstein,  would  have  rejoiced  to  exchange  the 
pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance  of  empty  state 
by  which  she  was  surrounded  more  in  espionage 
than  respect,  for  such  fireedom  of  word  and  action 
as  might  hare  facilitated  her  intercourse  with 
the  discontented  courtiers  of  her  kinswoman, 
the  Empress  Elizabeth ;  or  her  interviews  with 
the  object  of  her  lawless  affections.  The  crown 
of  Muscovy  had  been  too  often  won  and  lost 
by  the  machinations  of  conspiracy  and  the  rash 
daring  of  individuals,  not  to  stimulate  the  restless 
craving  of  the  Grand  Duchess  for  that  auspidous 
hour  of  Imperial  anointment  which  would  con- 
▼ert  her  finmi  a  0lave  into  a  sovereign ; — eman- 
cipating her  at  once  from  the  despotism  of 
Elizabeth,  and  the  authority  of  her  half  imbecile 
husband. 

The  lust  of  power  and  contempt  of  all  moral 
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restraint  whi^h  ha^e  since  inscribed  the  name  of 
Catherine  IL  in  the  records  of  history  as  ^'the 
Semiramis  of  the  North/'  had,  in  fact,  already 
opened  the  cabinet  of  the  bride  of  the  Duke  of 
Holstein  to  the  councils  of  the  disaffected,  and 
her  boudoir  to  the  soothing  ^whispers  of  a  foreign 
paramour*  Although  selected  for  purposes  of 
secret  policy  by  his  kinsmen  of  the  princely 
house  of  Czartoryski  to  represent  his  native 
Republic  at  the  Imperial  Court,  Stanislaa  Count 
Poniatofski,  young,  handsome,  gay  and  brilliant, 
had  soon  lost  sight  of  the  objects  of  his  mission 
amid  that  waste  of  luxury  and  barbaric  splen- 
dour with  which  Bestucheff  and  the  artful 
courtiers  of  Elizabeth  stroye  to  distract  her  at- 
tention from  the  ruinous  state  of  her  finances, 
and  the  perplexity  of  her  foreign  alliances.  In- 
different alike  to  the  interests  of  the  House  of 
Saxony  and  the  aspiring  projects  of  his  own 
family,  Count  Poniatofski  seemed .  anxious  to 
resign  to  his  diplomatic  competitors  the  tedious 
pririleges  and  pretensions  of  their  yocation  ;-rHX>n- 
tent  to  shine  in  the  brilliant  festivals  of  Peterhof 
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as  the  most  accomplished  cavalier  of  the  court ; 
to  appear  at  the  courses  au  traineau  (performed 

by  torch-light  over  the  snow)  as  the  attendant  of 
the  most  brilliant  sledge  and  fairest  lady ;  to  bear 
away  the  palm  at  ball  and  banquet,  masque,  and 
pageant,  joust,  and  carrousel:  to  lead  the  Polo- 
naise through  the  brilliant  saloons  of  the  winter 
palace,  or  dazzle  the  eai:s  of  the  gorgeous  beauties 
of  St.  Petersburg  with  Voltaire's  last  epigram,  or 
tlie  brilliant  sallies  of  his  friend  and  ally,  Sir 
Charles  Hanbury  Williams. 

Such  were  the  ostensible  objects  of  the 
young  Pole.  But  the  tiiumph  of  his  vanity 
excited  almost  as  much  jealousy  amotig  the 
minions  of  Elizabeth,  as  the  exercise  of  his  am- 
bition might  have  created  among  his  patrons  at 
the  court  of  Warsaw;  and  the  new  Duke  of  Cour- 
laad  (Prince  Charles  of  Saxony,  son  to  the  King 
of  Poland)  made  no  secret  of  his  dissatisfaction 
at  the  popularity  of  the  aspiring  diplomat*  Al- 
ready was  the  fatal  influence  of  Russia  so  ascen- 
dant over  the  destinies  of  Poland,  that  its  two 
last  sovereigns  had  been  avowedly  indebted  to  the 
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mftrigoea  of  the  Imperial  Court  for  their  deetioD 
to  the  throne ;  and  on  Ae  prateetion  of  the  reign- 
ing EmprcflB,  Angastns  III.  still  gmnnded  his  ex- 
pectations of  rendering  the  crown  of  the  Jagdloos 
hereditary  in  the  Hoose  of  Saxony*  But  a  sospicion 
had  recently  arisen  in  the  mind  of  Prince  Charles 
diat,  instead  of  forwarding  these  yiews  of  the 
king  his  master  which  he  was  expressly  dele- 
gated to  nphold.  Count  Pcmiatofski  was  in- 
tent on  acquiring  and  engrosffing  the  personal 
&vour  of  Elizabeth  and  her  ministers.  He  was 
aware  that  the  citizens  of  the  Republic  were 
eager  to  secure  the  election  of  one  of  thdr 
own  Magnate, — a  Czartoryaki,  —  a  Braai^, 
a  Radayil, — ^to  the  throne  of  the  great 
i; — and  it  was  by  no  means  impossible 
that  the  Count  who,  previous  to  his  diploaatic 
^ipointment  and  as  the  mere  guest  of  the  British 
Ambassador,  had  been  admitted  to  the  honour  of 
a  place  at  the  table  of  the  Empre^,  might  hope 
to  turn  the  scale  of  Imperial  influence  in  his  own 
favour. 

The  attention  of  the  coteries  of  Warsaw  had 
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long  been  directed  towards  the  destinies  of  Sift* 
nisiM  Poniato&ki*  At  the  period  of  the  young 
Coont'fl  appointment  and  departure  firom  Poland, 
a  triyial  drcomstance,  magnified  into  importance 
bj  the  mysticism  prevalent  at  the  Saxon  Court, 
had  produced  considerable  excitement  among  the 
Polish  aristocracy.  It  happened  that  in  the 
ceremonial  of  his  investment  with  the  national 
order  of  the  White  Eagle,  the  star  appropriated 
to  sovereigns  (bearing  the  device  ''Pro  fide^ 
gr^e,  lege/'  instead  of  **  Pro  fide,  rege,  lege," 
as  worn  by  the  knights,)  was  accidentally  be- 
stowed upon  the  young  Envoy ;— 4tnd  although, 
on  discovering  the  error,  the  insignia  were  re- 
demanded  by  Count  Briihl,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
order,  the  occurrence  was  regarded  by  the  family 
of  Augustus,  as  one  of  evil  omen ;  and  of  most 
auspicious  augury  by  the  houses  of  Poniato&ki 
and  Czartoryski. 

But  even  if  uninfluenced  by  this  coincidencei 
the  &vour  with  which  Stanidas  was  op«ily  pro- 
tected by  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Holstein,  wife 
to  the  heir-presumptive^   on   whom  the  future 


284^  THB  MILL   OF 

foiixines  of  Poland  and  of  his  own  family  were 
likely  to  depend,  was  well  calculated  to  proyoke 
the  suspicions  of  the  Duke  of  -Courland.     Cathe- 
rine, it  is  true,  was  no  &vourite  with  the  Em- 
press.     Certain  sympathies   of  disposition  had 
opened  the    eyes   of  Elizabeth   to  her  love  of 
power  and  pleasure.     It  was  her  will  and  policy 
that   the    heir  to   the    throne    and   his   young 
Duchess    should    mingle   but   sparingly  in    the 
diversions  of  the    capital; — ^while   the  existence 
of  Prince  lyan,  grandson  to  Peter  the  Great,  was 
prolonged   in    miserable  imprisonment,   only  to 
render  the  Duke  of  Holstein  and  his  wife  more 
miserably  dependent  on  her  caprices.     Personal 
jealousy  also, — -jealousy  of  the  youthful  beauty  of 
Catherine, — was  supposed  to  have  its  share  in 
her  Imperial   Majesty's  disinclination  to   admit 
Duke  and  Duchess  to  the  participation  in  the 
splendid  festivities  of  Peterhoff;    and  the  fiur 
complexion  and  graceful   person  of  the  young 
German  were  said  to  be  as  unacceptable  to  the 
eyes  of  the  infirm  and  bloated  Empress,  as  the 
masculine  energies  of  her  bold  but  intriguing 
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spirit  to  Razumo&ki  and  his  satellites.  But 
although  the  life  of  the  future  Emperor  and  bis 
bride  was  one  of  comparative  seclusion,  there 
were  certain  state  occasions, — such  as  the  galas 
held  on  the  Imperial  birth-day, — ^when  the  osten- 
tatious vanity  of  Elizabeth  overcame  even  her 
antipathies ; — ^when  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the 
inheritors  of  her  power  humbly  kneeling  at  her 
foot-stool  arrayed  in  the  splendours  vouchsafed 
by  her  heartless  munificence,  induced  her  to  pa- 
rade the  homage  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Holstein  in  presence  of  the  Boyars  of  her  Court. 
To  know  that  her  foot  was  upon  the  neck  of  those 
whom  a  word  of  her  lips  might  elevate  to  the 
glories  of  autocracy  or  plunge  into  the  depths  of 
a  dungeon,  consoled  her  for  the  spectacle  of  the 
resplendent  fairness  and  striking  dignity  of  her 
nephew's  bride ! — 

It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions, — (a  gorgeous 
birth-night  ball,  which  assembled  in  the  illu- 
minated halls  of  the  winter  palace  of  St.  Peters- 
burg the  diplomatic  representatives  of  every 
nation  of  Europe,  and  the  gorgeous  envoys  of 
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varioua  A^iatie  prinoes  to  vie  with  the  adulMkm 
of  the  httughty  but  abject  Bpyars  of  Moaeovy,) 
that  Catherine,  attended  by  her  lady  in  waiting 
and  fayourite  maid  of  honour, — the  PrinoetieB 
Daszkoff  and  Axinia  Dolgonicki, — appeared  on  an 
especial  inyitation  from  Elizabeth  in  the  ponrtly 
throng.  Wearied  by  the  subjection  to  which*ehe 
was  condemned,  or  piqued  perhaps  by  the  sai^ 
casms  with  which  the  rumours  of  court  maliee 
assured  her  that  Prince  Charles  of  SajQooy  Mid 
others  were  in  the  habit  of  gratifying  the  Empreas 
at  her  expense,  the  Grand  Duchess  resolved  for 
once  to  lay  aside  her  usual  policy,  and  bniTe  aU 
hazards  of  exasperating  the  superannuated  €i>- 

quette.  Instead  of  conforming  to  the  tasleleBi 
costume  of  the  day,  with  its  formalities  of  hoop 
and  powder,  o(  to  the  national  uniform  habitually 
worn  by  Elizabeth,  the  Grand  Duchess- entered 
the  ball-room  arrayed  in  a  flowing  robe  of  pearly 
satin;  her  auburn  hair  falling  in  natural  curls 
on  her  shoulders; — ^her  head  encircled  by  a 
wreath  of  diamonds,  the  marriage  gift  of  her 
mother  the  Princess  of  Anhalt-Zerbst ;  and  her 
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white  draperies  looped  up  by  a  solitaifeof  match- 
lese  beauty,  a  present  fromihe  Emprese. 

A    general    murmur    of    admiration    arose 
among  the  brilliant  assemblage,  as  the  Orand 
Chamberlain    formally  preceded    her  Highness 
towards  the  throne  under  which  Elizabeth  was 
seated  ;  and  it  was  doubtful  only  whether  the  in*- 
Yoluntary  exclamations  of  delight  thus  infring- 
ing all  rules  of  courtly  etiquette  (as  the  Duchess, 
ftfwwTning  the  respectful  demeanour  of  a  subject, 
adyanced  towards  the  throne,  through  a  crowd 
of  uniforms    and  robes    of  silver  and  gold) — 
were  layished  excltniyely  on  the  dignified  Cathe- 
rine, or  shared  by  the  trembling,  blushing  Axinia, 
who  was  compelled  to  follow  bearing  the  train  of 
her  mistress. 

Even  the  Grand  Duchess,  dauntless  as  she 
was,  seemed  for  a  moment  fluttered  by  the  wither- 
ing  sneer  with  which  Elizabeth,  having  received 
her  compliments  bad  her  arise  from  her  knees, 
—  and  found  the  attention  of  the  circle  en- 
grossed by  her  singular  costume ; — the  men  all 
terror     lest    their    admiration,  becoming    dan- 
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geroQflly  apparent,  should  draw  i^Mm  them  the 
destiny  of  the  exiled  Soltikof. —  t 

'*  Yoa  are  come  here.  Madam,  I  coodnde  la 
dance !"  said  the  Empress  with  a  sarcastic  glaaee 
at  her  dress.  ''Wehavebe^i  aecualoiBed  tosee 
the  baladins  and  mimes  of  our  Freneh  ballet 
altered  in  a  manner  equally  characteristic.  Tour 
(lighness  will  oblige  me  by  opaung  the  faalL 
Prince  Schuvaloff !"  she  continued  addresring  die 
Chamberlain,  whose  golden  key  trembled  under 
the  asperity  of  the  Imperial  frown, — ^*  A  mimei 
or  the  Duchess  uf  Holstein  !" — 

At  any  other  time,  thf  vain  and  prlf  pnnnropod 
Catherine  would  have  gloried  in  the  praqiect  of 
an  exhibition  calculated  to  fix  the  eyes  of  die 
whole  court  upon  her  person ; — ^for  she  danced 
with  dignity  and  grace,  and  was  pre-assured  of 
the  suffirage  of  the  spectators.  But  standing 
there,  a  mark  for  the  scorn  of  the  scomer,  a 
woman,  unsupported  by  the  esteem  of  her  hus- 
band, a  Princess,  defrauded  of  the  common 
privileges  of  her  rank, — she  had  the  mortification 
of  perceiving  by  the  ironical  waive  of  the  Duke  of 
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Courland'e  head  in  reply  to  ai  whisper  from  the 
Grand  Chamberlain,  that  he  who,  by  precedence 
of  rank  imght  to  hare  been  her  partner,  peremp- 
torily declined  the  honour.  The  indignity  bronght 
tears  of  wounded  pride  into  her  eyes ; — ^her  colour 
went  and  came ; — and  the  panting  of  her  bosom 
was  perceptible,  even  through  her  diamond  tone. 
Bat  this  perturbation  was  more  propitious  to  her 
cause  than  she  was  aware  of  J  Amid  that  display 
of  feminine  emotion,  her  delicate  loyeliness  be- 
eame  a  thousand  times  more  lovely;  and  the 
minions  of  the  Empress  were  more  vexed  than 
iurprised  when,  afier  a  moment's  conference  with 
the  Ghrand  Chamberlain,  Count  Poniatofski  the 
new  representative  of  Poland  stepped  forward, 
and  (with  a  graceful  and  reverential  obeisance 
to  the  young  Princess^  worthy  the  grandson  of 
Princess  Czartoryska  and  the  disciple  of  Sir 
Charles  Hanbury  Williams,)  took  the  hand  of  the 
trembling  Duchess,  to  lead  her  to  the  centre 
of  aqmceleft  open  before  the  Imperial  throne. 
Having  again  bowed  humbly  to  his  illustrious 
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fiartaer^    the   orchestra,   aoceptii^   the    agnal^ 
fwiDned  forth  its  spirit-stirriiig  strains. — 

With  the  eyes  of  the  vindictive  Emprsss  and 
four  hundred  jealoos  eovirtiers  fixed  opon  their 
movements,  it  is  not  to  be  sapposed  that  the  youig 
ooaple,  whose  beautj  of  person,  gnee  of  deport- 
ment and  splendour  of  attire  were  wortl^  some 
fitiry  prince  and  princess  of  romance,  fomad  a 
single  moment  for  a  word  of  commnnieatiott. 
Bat  when,  in  the  condiiding  movement  of  the 
minuet,  they  approached  each  other  for  the 
parting  salutation,  Catherine  contrived  to  poar 
the  eflFulgence  of  her  bright  blue  eyes  full  upon 
her  gallant  cavalier.  The  tears  of  her  mor- 
tification, scarcely  yet  dry  upon  those  silken 
lashes,  tended  to  impart  a  sweeter  and  more 
womanly  expression  to  the  smile  of  gratefbl  ad- 
miration with  which  she  strove  to  repay  his  chi- 
valrous devotion.  The  yonng  Duchess  was  fully 
able  to  appreciate  the  moral  courage  and  self-sa- 
crifice which  had  braved,  in  her  favour,  the  malig- 
nant spirit  <^  her  Imperial  kinswoman ;  and  if 
ever  the  passing  glance  of  woman's  eye  succeeded 
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in  revealing  the  fervour  of  wakening  sympathy,  it 
was  that  whidi  caofled  the  heart  of  PoniatofiBki 
to  beat  and  his  hand  to  tremble,  as  Iw  re- 
verentially uncovered  his  head  at  the  (X>nela- 
sion  of  die  minuet,  to  lead  his  acGomplisfaed 
partner  to  her  place  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Ihfoae. 

From  that  hour  his  destinies  wene  decided. 
^-^Wkether  the  heraldic  blunder  touching  the 
star  of  the  White  Eagle  or  the  momentous  mi- 
nuet bad  greater  share  in  his  eventual  elevation 
-to  the  tfanme  of  Poland,  Moore  or  Matthew  Lans- 
berg,  or  some  other  cunning  esqpositor  of  celestial 
influences,  must  determine.  But  nothing  could  be 
more  evident  to  the  Court  and  courtiers  than  that 
his  sudden  but  daily  increasing  favour  with  the 
grand  Duchess  of  Holstein,  arose  from  the  spi- 
rited tnoirsnient  which  first  pointed  out  his  fine 
penon  and  elegant  address  to  her  attention ;  and 
that  the  aversion  of  Ae  Duke  of  Courland  was 
aogmentad  in  a  proportionate  degree*  His  offi- 
cieus  zeal  was  even  supposed  to  have  directed  the 
notice  of  Elizabeth  to  the  growing  tenderness  of 
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the  imprudent  lovere;  while  others  aseeited 
that,  following  a  more  direct  course,  he  had 
communicated  at  once  to  his  royal  &ther 
his  suspicions  that  the  Warszavian  Enyoy 
was  making  interest  with  the  future  Em- 
press  in  support  of  ambitious  projects  fi&tsl 
to  those  of  the  house  of  Saxony.  But  the 
result  was  manifest  to  all,  in  the  speedy  ^h 
pointment  of  a  successor  to  his  diplomatic 
honours. — 

If  gratitude  had  originally  softened  the  heart 
of  the  Grand  Duchess  towards  Stanislas  Ponia- 
tofiki,  the  rashness  of  unbridled  passion  now 
induced  her  to  humble  herself  before  her  potent 
enemy,  the  Duke  of  Courland. — ^Rushing  to  the 
palace  of  the  Saxon  Prince,  she  threw  herself  at 
his  feet,  beseeching  his  intercession  with  the 
Empress  and  his  mediation  with  Augustus. — But 
the  more  eager  her  supplications,  the  stronger 
grew  the  resolve  of  Courland  to  remove  her 
dangerous  paramour.  Trusting  to  the  muta- 
bility of  a  woman's, — 9l  fallen  woman's  predilec- 
tions,— ^he  entertained  little  doubt  that  Count  Po- 
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niatofski  at  Warsaw  or  Dresden  would  be  super- 
seded in  her  tenderness  by  Count  Somebody-else 
at  St.  Petersburg;  and  coldly  but  courteously 
announcing  that  the  councils  of  his  royal  fa- 
ther were  inflexible^  and  that  her  prot6g6  must 
hold  himself  in  readiness  for  instant  departure 
as  bearer  of  despatches  to  the  King  of  Poland, 
Catherine  had  only  to  repent  her  firuitless  self^ 
humiliation.  Turning  the  tears  in  her  eyes 
*'  to  sparks  of  fire/  she  registered  a  vow  within 
her  heart  of  hearfs  that,  when  her  day  of  tri- 
umph should  come,  the  fortunes  of  Poniatof- 
ski,  —  of  Stanislas, — of  the  beloved,  —  should 
rise  upon  the  ruins  of  the  humbled  House  of 
Saxony ! — 

It  had  been  so  bright,  so  transient  a  dream  ! 
— From  the  hour  which  surrendered  her  whol<e 
soul  to  the  handsome  and  accomplished  Polander 
as  to  the  Champion  of  her  wounded  pride,  till 
now  that  he  was  about  to  be  torn  for  ever  from 
her  sight,  she  had  not  allowed  herself  one  mo- 
ment's pause  for  deliberation ! — It  was  she  whose 
smiles,  —  whose  gracious  smiles,  and  still  more 
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gracious  tears, — ^had  repealed  to  him  the  seerei 
pf  her  growing  attachment : — ^it  was  she  (for  what 
man  without  such  encouragement  yentures  to 
profane  the  consecrated  shrine  of  a  wedded  heart, 
imperial,  royal,  gentle,  or  ample?)  who  insi- 
nuated that  he  might  approach  nearer,  witboat 
iear  of  repulse;  —  it  was  she^ — (shame  to  her 
as  a  woman  and  a  wife!)— who  bestowed  the 
k^y, -^taught  the  watchword, — and  bribed  the 
guards  and  ushers, — ^to  secure  from  detection  his 
secret  visits  lo  the  palace  of  Oranienbaum.  Nay, 
it  was  even  whispered  among  the  coteriee  of  the 
city  that,  in  the  madness  of  her  infatuation,  Ca» 
therine  had  one  night  quitted  her  husband's  pa<- 
lace,  alone,  unattended,  in  the  depth  of  winter, 
to  accomplish  an  assignation  with  Stanislas,  at 
the  hotel  of  the  profligate  British  Ambassador.*^ 
The  Duke  of  Holstein,  meanwhile,  despising, 
detesting  or  dreading  his  wife,  opposed  no  ob- 
stacle to  the  arrangements  of  the  Grand  Ducal 
household.   Provided  he  were  permitted  to  enjoy 

*  HIatoricai 
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unmolested  his  reviews  of  his  Holatein  guards, 
the  company  of  his  favourite  hayducks  and  of  his 
mistresSy  Elisaveta  Woronzoff, — it  vms  a  matter 
of  indiffSBrence  to  him  what  ambassador  the  Court 
of  Poland  saw  fit  to  appoint  to  that  of  his  Impe- 
rial and  most  imperious  Aunt : — or  what  cavaliers 
the  young  Duchess, — or  Princess  Daszkoff,— or 
the  beautiful  Axinia  Dolgorucki, — chose  to  ad- 
mit to  their  evening  circle.  He  had  heard  it  ru- 
moured among  the  Jagers  and  Prussian  seijeants 
with  whom  he  loved  tp  consort,  that  a  foreign 
officer  had  been  seen  to  obtain  undue  access  to 
the  palace,  and  even  to  the  wing  inhabited  by  the 
Grand  Duchess,  at  unbecoming  hours,  in  an 
unbecoming  manner.  But  his  sole  reply  to  the 
communication  consisted  in  a  chuckling  idiotic 
laugh, — as  if  he  enjoyed  the  jest  raised  at  his 
own  expense. — 

**Take  no  notice!"  whispered  he  to  an  offi- 
cious Jager,  who  chose  to  reiterate  the  intelli- 
gence. **  Let  the  blockhead  come  and  go : 
—  'tis,  clearly,  no  business  of  yours  or  mine  T' — 
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It  was  ftBOOfdhislT  snmiBed  nmcwig  die  nife^ 
fior  officers  of  the  estatHishinpnt  lliat  his  Higfaness 
attiibated  the  fbrtire  Tints  of  die  Polish  Earoy, 
to  a  liaison  with  one  of  the  ladies  of  the  DuchesB^s 
suite.    Under  the  reign  of  the  merdfiil  Elixafaeth 
who,  on  her  accession  to  the  thnme,  had  abo- 
lished capital  pnnishments,  the  paUic  flagdl*- 
tion  of  the  Knout  was  administered  for  real  or 
imaginary  offences    to  the   fairest   and  noUest 
ladies    of  the  Court;    and    so    much  mystery 
was  observed  in   affairs,  of  love   or   gallantry, 
that    it  argued   no    especial   blindness   on   the 
part  of   Peter   to  infer  that  the  Ambassador  of 
,  Poland  was  induced  to  steal  through  die  gardens 
of  Oranienbaum  at  midnight  in  defiance  of  rain, 
snow,  or  thunder-storm,  to  tender  his  homage 
to  one  of  the   lovely  attendants  of  dte   future 
Empress, — 

There  were  five  of  them;  —  all  young;  — 
all  b^utiful ;  —  and  we  have  consequendy  no- 
thing but  the  fkct  to  prove  that  it  wm  Catherine 
herself  who,  on  the  occasion  already  described, 
unclosed  the  secret  door  on  the  s^;nal  of  Po- 
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uiato&ki*8  approach  ;  -:*  and  who  clasped  her 
haxidfl  in  agony,  as  the  moonlight  -  streamed 
upon  the  agitated  &ce  of  her  lover,  on  the  &tal 
night  preceding  his  final  departure  from  St. 
Petersborg. 


o  5 


CHAPTER  II. 


With  iHuiy  a  liagcriiif  look  they  leave 

The  apot  of  gidltjr  gladneei  paaty 
And,  though  they  hope  and  row,  they  griefs 

TV>  know  that  parting  ia  the  last ! 
The  fireqoent  sigh,  the  long  einbnoe» 
Tet  hinds  them  to  their  tiyatin^  place : 
But  it  is  coma— and  they  most  pait» 
In  iiearfal  heariness  of  heart. 
With  all  the  deep  and  shnddering  chiDy 
That  foQowB  ftst  the  deads  of  iU ! 

Btmon. 


The  last  farewell  of  the  guilty  pair  already 
hovered  on  their  lips.  Already  the  Grand 
Duchess  had  appended  by  a  costly  chain  to  the 
neck  of  Stanislas  her  miniature  set  in  hrilU- 
ants,  ornamented  with  a  tress  of  her  beautifol 
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auburn  hair.  Still,  he  lingered  and  lingered; 
— still  Catherine,  overwhelmed  by  their  approach* 
ing  separation,  indulged  in  floods  of  bitter  tears ; 
wringing  her  hands  in  despair,  and  exclaiming 
that  her  enemies  were  victorious, — ^that  she  was 
about  to  lose  her  first  and  only  friend ! 

"They  shall  rue  it!" — she  cried,  suddenly 

drying  her  cheeks,  and  rising  with  vehemence 

from  the  goi^eous  sofa  on  which  she  had  been 

reclining.     "  My  day  of  triumph  will  come : — 

I  know  it, — I  feel  it ! — Nature  would  not  have 

put  this  energetic  spirit  into  my  bosom  for  other 

than  mighty  purposes.    The  tiara  of  the  Tzars 

shall  shine  upon  my  brows  as  it  never  yet  shone 

on  those  of  the  barbarous  princes  of  Muscovy. 

Distant  nations  shall  admit  its  supremacy;  and 

from  the   Baltic   to  the  Caspian,   the  exulting 

Boyars  of  Russia  shall  know  what  it  is  to  live 

under  the  rule   of  a    sovereign  who  would  be 

feared  as  well  as  loved.    The  acclamations  of  new 

provinces  and  conquered  kingdoms  shall  be  heard 

in  honour  of  Catherine : — commercial  cities  shall 

arise  to  adorn  her  empire;— and  the  prosperity 
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of  an  nnxmmbered  population  accredit  the  wisdom 

of  her  government.    But  it  is  not  these  alone  will 

rejoice  her  soul  and  compensate  her  early  priva> 

tions.     No! — Stanislas,  no! — In  the  day  of  my 

triumph,  in  the  day  of  my  pride,  I  shall  bend  my 

ear  amid  the  poeans  6f  my  people,  to  the  feeble 

wailing   of  the   crushed   and  rained  House  of 

Saxony.     So  surely  as  I  live  and  breathe, — eo 

surely  as  I  now  dasp  your  hand  within  my  own, 

— Charles  of  C!ourland  shall  grovel  in  the  dost 

at  my  feet;  and  you,  even  you,  ascend  the  thnme 

mi^vemed  by  his  &ther. — My  picture  hangs 

upon  your  bosom,  Stanislas, — the  picture  of  a 

Princess  who  had  loved  and  been  beloved  as  a 

wontan,  in  extinction  of  all  barriers  of  rank  or 

duty  pierced  by  &te  between  our  hearts ; — «nd 

by  that  pledge  of  tenderest  confidence,  I  swear 

to  you  that  Stanislas  Poniatofiaki  and  none  other 

shall  reign  in  Poland,  when  Catherine — aa  the 

wife  o^  widow  of  a  Tzar,— ascends  the  Imperial 

throne !— *My  word  and  faith  upon  the  promise  I " 

And  seizing  a  pen  from  the  golden  standish  by 

her  side,  she  hastily  traced  on  a  slip  of  paper  a 
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^€mn  confinnation  of  her  cleclaratioiiBy  which 
she  delivered  folded  into  the  hands  of  the  startled 
Stanislas. 

The  heightened  colour  suffusing  her  cheek, 
arms,  neck, — the  glance  of  energy  amounting 
almost  to  inspiration  in  her  eyes,  —  attested  the 
sincerity  of  her  soul ;  and  Stanislas,  kneeling 
at    her    feet,   imprinted    alternately   a   kiss  of 

> 

gratitude  upon  the  fair  hand  extended  towards 
him,  and  upon  the  effigy  of  its  illustrious  pos- 
sessor, which  he  drew  forth  anew  from  his  bo- 
som to  deposit  in  the  golden  case  a  record  of 
her  TOW.    But  his  air,  attitude  and  tone,  were 
those  of  the  successful  couilier  rather  than  of 
the  impassioned  lover;   and  policy,  not  tender- 
ness,  suggested   the   fluent   expressions   of   his 
gratitude.    Even  amid  the  endearments  lavished 
upon    him    by    Catherine,    his    eye    wandered 
restlessly  around,  and  his  ear  was  on  the  watdi 
for  some  distant  sound.     It  could  not  be  fear 
that  distracted  his  mind    at    such   a   crisis; — 
for  Pomatofski   had   preserved   throughout  the 
enervation  of  a  court  existence  the  dauntless  and 
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(jiaracteristic  bravery  of  his  race  and  coontry. 
It  eoald  not  be  dread  of  detection  in  his  inter- 
course with  the  wife  of  the  Duke  of  Hdstein; 
for  twelve  months  of  unmolested  securitj  left 
th«n  nothing  to  apprehend.  No ! — ^it  was  that 
the  heart  was  wanting  in  his  guflty  homage  to 
the  future  Empress; — that  he  had  worshipped 
her  as  a  shrine  whence  the  fitvours  of  fortune 
might  be  dispensed,  not  cherished  her  as  Ae 
object  of  a  true  and  fervent  affection.  He  was 
not'  indifferent, — he  did  not  despise  the  partner 
of  his  illicit  pleasures : — as  a  gallant  of  the  Wil- 
liams'  school  he  was  gratified  by  her  preference, 
or  perhaps  as  a  man  of  chivalrous  feelings  appre- 
cialing  the  extent  of  the  sacrifice  made  in  his 
fovour,  was  even  grateful  for  her  love.  But  no 
tears  arose  in  his  eyes; — ^no  tremulous  emotion 
suspended  the  utterance  of  his  gratitude; — the 
heart  —  the  heart  was  wanting! — Rarely  are 
sighs  of  fond  and  intimate  regard  Inreathed  be* 
neath  a  roof  whose  gilded  fretwork  casts  its 
brilliant  reflections  on  glowing  tapestry  and 
drapmes  of  ridk  brocade,  such  as  the  chamber 


WAKUBMOHT.  303 

wb^re  the  Ducjicfls  of  Holstein  received  the  pait- 
iog  homage  of  her  friend.  Love  (like  certain 
flowers  that  refuse  to.  Uossom  within  the  walls 
of  cities,)  delights  in  the  free  air,  —  the  sun* 
ahine  or  the  shade.  A  legitimate  child  of  nature, 
it  languishes  at  a  distance  from  the  maternal 

U>6oml — 

,  Nor  could  Catherine,  the  shrewdest  and  most 
penetrating  of  human  beings,  fail  to  notice  the 
abstraction  betrayed  by  the  Count ;  and  under  any 
other  circumstances,  she  would  hare  traced  it  to 
its  true  origin.  But  women  who  renounce  the 
virtues  of  their  sex  seem  to  be  retributively  bereft 
of  its  instincts ;  and  the'  votary  of  ambition  and 
licentions  pleasures  read  only  in  the  anxious  coun- 
tenance of  Poniatoftki  his  sympathy  in  her  de- 
nunciation of  vengeance  against  the  House  of 
Sazony»  and  grief  that  the  hour  of  parting  was 
at  hand. — For  once,  the  jealousy  of  female  nature 
was  overpowered  by  the  still  louder  suggestions  of 
the  intrigante.  Nay !  so  complete  was  her  illusion, 
that  9he  was  the  first  to  urge  his  departorej— * 
to  unclose  the  secret  door,— to  place  in  his  hand 


the  purse  of  rouUes  prepared  *  to  requite  the 
silence  of  the  sentineb  on  duty ;— eoidt  ae  she 
drew  aside  the  damask  draperies  of  the  window 
of  her  chamber,  to  watch  the  distant  fiarm  of 
Stanislas  stealing  along  the  gardens  in  the  shade 
of  its  conunanding  ramparts, — ^while  an  occasional 
gleam  of  moonlight  feU  upon  those  omamenia  of 
his  uniform  which  not  even  his  pelisse  of  sahfea 
could  wholly  conceal, — she  hastily  dashed  away 
her  tears,  lest  she  should  lose  sight  of  that  be-^ 
loved  object  one  moment  before  the  projecting 
buttress  of  the  last  platform  shut  him  out  for 
ever. 

**  He  is  gone, — and  I  am  alone  in  the  world  !** 
-*-wa8  the  involuntary  exclamation  of  the  Duchess^ 
ae  she  buried  her  dishevelled  head  in  the  golden 
cushions  of  her  gorgeous  canopy ;  **  but  those  who 
have  made  me  lonely  shall  rue  the  deed ; — ay! — 
even  unto  death, — even  unto  desolation !  ^ — 

Far  different  were  the  emotions  with  which 
Stanislas,  —  emerging  from  the  perfumed  and 
rtifling  atmosphere  of  the  illuminated  chambov 
of  the  palace, — ^bailed  the  fresh  breezes  of 
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ad  tfaey  ftnned  his  flushed  and  beating  browa. 
A  sensation  of  relief^-— of  release  from  a  fiilse  and 
nnnataral  position, — already  gladdened  tiie  pulses 
of  his  heart.  Catherine  bad  pledged  herself  to 
the  performance,  of  more  than  all  he  had  ever 
ventured  to  anticipate  from  her  influence ;  and 
his  career  of  splendid  servitude  was  at  an  end. 
Having  attained  the  spot,  the  well-known  spot, 
where  the  apartments  of  the  Grand  Duchess 
would  be  hidden  from  his  view,  he  turned  sud** 
denly ;  and  as  she  had  fondly  anticipated,  paused 
to  fix  a  farewell  gaze  upon  its  stately  walls,  and 
to  inhale  for  the  last  time  the  love-breathing 
fragrance  of  its  delicious  gardens.  But  howevei! 
exact  in  her  calculations  of  the  movements  of 
the  Count,  her  interpretation  of  his  motives  was 
utterly  fallacious.  Catherine  had  already  subsided 
in  his  memory  into  the  gracious  princess,  the 
munificent  protectress;  and  the  fitir  face  that 
hovered  before  his  eyes  as  he  leant  for  a  moment 
upon  the  bronze  railing  of  tiie  marble  steps,  and 
involuntarily  raised  his  right  arm  to  the  sky  as  if 
in  attestation  of  an  unuttered  vow,  or  enfoic^nent 
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of  a  secret  benediction, — whs  tiiat  <^  anoiierl 
yoonger,  lovelier^  brighter,  better,  purer,  —  the 
noble  countenance  of  Axinia  Dolgomeki. — The 
haUtual  and  confidential  attendant  of  the  Ghrand 
Duchess,  her  mild  and  modest  beaiing  had  cap* 
tivated  his  esteem  almost  as  much  as  the  b^ 
witching  beauty  of  her  face  and  figure  commanded 
his  admiration;  and  although  the  delight  with 
which  her  presence  filled  his  bosom  was  prevented, 
by  his  peculiar  position,  from  ripening  into  the 
glowing  impulses  of  love,  Stanirias  was  frequently 
moved  to  consider  with  regret  the  ties  by  which 
he  was  restrained  firom  advancing  op«a  preten* 
sions  to  her  fsLvour^ 

These  sentiments,  heightened  by  a  thousand 
reminiscences  connected  with  the  scene,  aggra- 
vated the  mournful  conviction  that  he  should 
beh(dd  her  no  more;  and  turning  hastily  from 
the  spot,  he  was  about  to  accelerate  his  footsteps 
in  passing  the  remaining  precincts  of  the  Imperial 
gardens,  when  he  suddenly  stumbled  against  some 
dark  heavy  object,  placed  in  his  path  evidently 
for  the  purpose  of  obstructbn. 
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**  Plague  of  Heayen  1 — -what  is  here  ?"— ejap- 
colatedPoniatofikiy  irresistibly  breaking  the  silence 
so  repeatedly  enjoined  by  the  Grand  Duchess 
daring  his  transit  of  the  gardens.  —  *^  Go  to ! — 
this  is  neither  a  spot  nor  an  hour  for  mummery  !** 
he  continued,  as  the  ball  which  he  kicked  before 
before  him  suddenly  unrolled  itself  to  take  the 
distorted  shape  of  a  little  Kalmuck  dwarf,  a  pri- 
vileged fayourite  attached  to  the  Grand  Ducal 
hoiis^old  of  Oranienbaum. 

*•  Your  ExceUency  follows  the  Court  fSashion 
of  trampling,  upon  the  lowly  and  meek,**  replied 
the  harsh  croaking  Toice  of  Chedzim.  **  Is  it  my 
fault  if  I  am  set  here  by  her  Highness's  gardener, 
to  wivtch  for  the  knavish  poachers  who  nightly 
purloin  the  golden  carp  from  the  fountains,  and 
trample  down*  the  blossoms  of  his  parterres  ?*' — 

*'Tis  false!"  said  Stanislas  angrily;  for  al* 

ready  he  was  aware  that  the  crafty  dwarf  had 
penetrated   the  whole  secret  of  his  connection 

with  the  Gnmd  Duchess,  and  apprehended  that 

his  tongue  was  to  be  kept  from  wagging  only  by 

*    a  padlock  of  gold.    **  Thou  art  here.  Sirrah,  an 
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thine  own  eaves -dropping  emnd ;  gadiering 
lying  echoes  of  Court  scandal,  to  make  mirth  for 
the  Gtiard*room  or  profit  for  thy  commerce  of 
calumnies.  Away  dog!  or  I  will  pitch  thee 
yonder  into  the  lotos-tank^  to  rot  among  thy 
kindred  reptiles." 

"  Courteous  lord!  **  grated  the  voice  of  Ched* 
zim,  *^  I  cannot  but  muse  how  the  gentle  dames 
of  Warsaw  will  admire  the  graces  of  speech  and 
gesture  acquired  by  his  Excellency  the  fidthfol 
minister  of  the  princes  of  Saxony  at  oar  Mus* 
covite  court!" — And  while  uttering  this  hitter 
taunt,  he  gradually  advanced  and  attempted  to 
draw  the  Count  by  his  pelisse  towards  a  small 
door  in  the  stone  wall  they  were  skirting,  which 
flew  open  on  their  approach.  The  dwarf  even 
attempted  to  force  his  companion  into  a  small 
inner-garden  adjoining  the  bastions  which  Stanislaa 
knew  to  be  devoted  to  the  use  of  the  Gnund 
Duke ;  but,  drawing  his  sword  with  one  hand» 
and  with  the  other  seizing  the  inognificant  aboi^ 
tion  of  humanity  by  which  he  was  molested,  he 
mingled   threats  of .  summary  justice  with   an 


ffABIBHONT.  809 

accusatioa  of  treason.    A  moment's  reflection  on 
the  leBS   than   nothingness    of  the    unfortunate 
ereatore  writhing  in  his  grasp  prompted  Ponia* 
tofidd   to  relax  his  hold^  and   content  himself 
witfa  flinging  his  pigmy  adversary  at  some  dis- 
tance among  the  flower-beds ;  and  a  rapid  glance 
on  the  small  garden,  on  whose  threshold  they 
aloodf  having  convinced  him  that  no  enemy  lurked 
within,  be  was  disposed  to  listen  with  indulgence, 
when  Chedzim,  shaking  himself  like  a  dog  and 
stretehing  his  diminutiye  limbs  to  the  utmost  as 
tf  to  ascertain  that  they  were  unfractured  by  his 
fiidl, — once  more  approadied. 

^*The  sword  of  Goliath  drawn  upon  poor 
Chedzim!'' — cried  he,  with  a  sort  of  ironical 
laugh.  *^  Chedzim,  who  might  be  easily  impaled 
on  the  golden  pin  of  a  certain  Count's  regal  star 
of  the  White  Eagle,  concerning  which  so  many 
biting  jests  are  prevalent  at  Court — ^Well ! — ^laud 
we  our  own  credulity,  that  expected  better  thanks 
at  the  hands  of  an  ungrateful  cavalier,  for  4^ur 
veal  in  conducting  him  to  a  rendezvous  with  the 
fairest  lady  of  the  Court.  The  Chevalier  Williams 
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would  haye  requited  me  with  a  pouch  full  of 
guineas  for  the  mere  promise  of  such  a  serrioe  I — 
But  the  parting  kiss  of  ^  Duke  of  HolsCein'a 
wife  has  tamed  the  brain  of  oar  gallant  of  the 
Vistula!" 

The  insmuation  thus  tibniwn  oat  hy  die  TSttar 
had  at  least  the  efiect  of  suspending  fimrther  dias- 
tisement  of  his  insolenoev  Poniato&kiy  in  the 
prime  of  youth  and  heyday  of  hnpradenoe,  was 
not  yet  so  paralysed  hy  the  torporifie  influence  of 
his  mercenary  ambition,  as  to  remain  insennfale 
to  the  expressions  uttered  by  Chedzim.  Hastily 
overstepping  the  threshold  of  the  little  garden, 
where  boh  and  bar  were  instantly  drawn  behind 
him  by  the  dwarf,  he  fimnd  hhnself  in  a  wmlled 
garden ;  ornamented  on.  one  ade  by  extenaTs 
aviaries  conneeted  wkfa  a  pavilion,  the  &vourite 
resort  of  the  mopii^,  desolate  Duke  of  Hd* 
stein.  All  was  stilL  The  birds  slept  upon  their 
perches;  the  moonJight  streamed  reiulgently 
through  the  glass  roofing  upon  the  lavish  Hos- 
soms  of  the  beaadful  exotics  gathered  in  varieo 
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gated  pyramids  beneath.  The  crashed  leaves  of 
the  beds  of  sweet  basil,  intersecting  the  turfen 

alley  he  was  traversing,  seemed  to  reinyigorate 
his  shattered  nenres;  and  on  reaching  a  sun- 
dial of  white  marble  gracing  the  extremity  of  the 
path,  he  tamed  suddenly  towards  Chedzim,  and 
in  a  milder  voice  interrogated  him  touching  the 
mysterious  object  of  his  mission. 

*•  She  is  there ! " — ^whispered  the  dwarf,  creep- 
ing towards  the  Count,  and  lowering  his  own 
harsh  voice,  as  if  in  deference  to  the  presence  of 
some  venerated  personage;  and  following  the 
direction  implied  by  his  extended  fore-finger, 
Count  Poniatofski  perceived  a  muffled  female 
figure,  seated  on  a  low  stone  seat  placed  against 
the  wall  to  command  a  view  of  the  whole  garden. 

The  heart  of  Stanislas  beat  quick !  Was  it  a 
stratagem  of  his  enemies, — an  ambuscade  of  the 
Duke  of  Holstein  ? — ^No !  another  moment  sufficed 
to  convince  him  that  he  had  no  enemies,  —  no 
evil  to  fear.  On  his  approach,  the  figure  rose, 
and  slowly  advanced  to  greet  him ;  and  the  pale 
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&ce  revealed  to  his  wondering  admiration,  when 
she  drew  aside  her  hood  4nd  stood  before  him 
cold,  earnest,  and  speechless,  in  the  moon-light, 
— ^was  that  of  Axinia  Dolgorucki ! — 


CHAPTER  III. 


Mfr,   I  prey  thee  do  not  speak 

About  my  fatheis  or  their  land. 
Sot,  Yet  oft 

Thou  ipeakesf  of  them  ? 
M}fr.  True !    For  constant  thought 

Will  overflow  in  words  unconsciously. 

But  when  another  names  their  name,  it  wounds  me. 
5cr.    How  then  to  save  thee  as  thou  sayst  i    Explain. 
Jfyr.   By  teaching  thee  to  save  thyself,  and  not 

Thyself  alone,  but  those  vast  realms,  from  all 

The  rage  of  that  worst  war, — the  war  of  brethren. 


Thb  first  impulse  of  Poniatofski  was  to  fall  at 
the  feet  of  the  lovely  being  distingoishing  him 
by  so  especial  a  mark  of  confidence. — 

''Nay,  kneel  not!"    fedtered    a   sweet   and 

TOL.  II.  P 
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well-known  voice.  '^You  may  find  that  yoa 
have  little  cause  for  thanks ! — ^Rise,  Count; — ^I  do 
but  pause  to  gather  breath  and  courage !  ** — and 
with  hesitating  utterance  and  her  hand  pressed 
heavily  on  her  bosom,  she  stood  for  a  moment  as 
if  struggling  with  her  emotions  and  striving  to  re* 
assume  her  self-possession. — Poniatofski  attempt- 
ed  to  take  her  hand,  in  the  hope  of  calming  her 
agitation;  but,  repelling  the  attempt,  she  slept 
back  a  few  paces  towards  the  stone  bench,  and 
motioned  to  him  to  take  his  seat  beside  her.  They 
were  now  almost  alone ; — ^for  the  dwarf  had  re> 

tired  to  the  brink  of  one  of  the  tanks,  and  lay 
coiled  up,  urchin-like,  on  the  ground,  within  sight 

though  not  within  hearing. — 

"  By  what  miracle, — what  blessed  miracle, — 
do  I  see  you  here  ?"  whispered  Stanislas  at  length, 
perceiving  that  his  lovely  companion  was  over- 
powered with  embarrassment. 

**  By  no  mirade,"  replied  Azinia,  in  a  calmer 
voice,  as  the  holiness  of  her  purpose  gradually 
surmounted  and  subdued  the  tremor  of  her  frame. 
**  I   am  here  of  my  own  free  choice,  my  own 
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deUberale  will,— to  speak  a  few  irord»  to  die  pa- 
ramoar  of  the  DnchesB  of  Hokinn  cie  he  depvt 
for  that  native  country  where  hereafter  he  is  de- 
sdned  to  reign,  u  anointed  king."— 

^*  Hush  l**— cried  Poniatofiaki,  half  stertmg  frwn 
his  seat,  "  Would  you  hetray  me?— Is  this  a  spot 
for  such  accusal?- We  may  he  oveiheard! "^ 

**  Fear  nothingT  said  Axinia,  pointii^  anew 

to  his  seat.    '*  These  high  walls  abut  against  the 

moat  of  the  fortress.— The  place  is  watched.    Ho 

listeners  or  spies  loiter  near.    You,  my  lord,  yon 

who  for  a  year's  long  space  have  weekly — nay 

almost  nightly  trayersed  these  gardens,  are  you 

yet  to  learn   how    securely   their  ayenues  are 

guarded  by  the  creatures  of  the  Grand  Duchess? — 

You  start! — you  tremble  to  find  another  so  well 

yersed  in  your  moyements ! — ^Again  I  say,  fiear 

nothing.— You  have  neither  enemy  nor  betrayal 

to  dread,  save  from  your  own  rash  weakneas.** — 

^*  Judge  of  my  conduct  as  you  will  V*  replied 
Stanislas,  irritated  bylhe  tone  of  loflty  oontempi 
assumed  towards  him  by  his  lovely  companion, 
<<  but  venture  not  to  decide  on  its  motives  unless 
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you  are  digpoeied  to  fiiiffei*  ifiterp^titioii.-^My 
concertiy^-^'iiiy — mf  mortifieation  on  finding  my 
own  proceedings  and  those  of  another,  (aliother 
who  should  be  sacred  from  your  reproaches,)  ex- 
posed to  these  harsh  allusions,  must  not  be  ebn- 
strued  into  the  vile  terrors  of  a  poltroon."^^ 

**  Count  Poniatofski  might  know  faimself  se- 
cure  from  imputation  on  his  personal  courage, **  re- 
torted his  companion,  *'  even  without  the  pi^wtss 
recently  exhibited  in  drawing  his  weapon  on  a 
lady's  page.  But  no  matter  !-^  Resent  as  yon 
will  my  freedom  of  speech,  you  must  bear  it.  At 
day-break,  you  quit  this  country : — at  day -break, 
that  fisiithM  emissary  who,  having  pledged  him- 
self to  Augustus  to  support  the  Saxon  interest 
and  to  the  Czartoryski  to  uphold  his  views  on  the 
succession,  has  obtained  for  kinMlf  in  guerdon 
of  a  criminal  attachment,  those  pledges  he  under- 
took to  secure  for  the  son  of  his  sovereign— will 
quit  this  place  for  ever."« — 

''This  id  too  much!"  cfied  Poniatofeki.— 
*'  Is  it   more   or  less   than  truth  7  *'  —  said 
Axinia.    **  No !  my  lord, — I  am  not  deceived !  7, 
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who  6om  tha  hoar  of  your  arriTal  at  SL  Pe- 
t^nbaig,  haTe  watched  your  every,  word,  lodc^ 
iboughty  w:&mf^-I  cannot  be  mided*  Take  becd 
that  others  may  not  have  been  eqvally  pene- 


Somewhat  aoothed  by  this  taeit  avowal  of  a 
pattial  intereat  in  hia  faTonr,  Poniatoftki  was 
atxmt  to  enter  into  a  Yiodkalion  of  himadf ;  wheat 
in.  a  lower  voice  hia  companioii  leaamed  her 

naming.— 

.     '<  My  lord— my  lord*-"  eaid  she, ''  thank  hea- 
ven ifl^ich  has  better  care  of  yon  than  yoo  de- 
9^rve»  that  this  recal,  so  nnweloome  to  yourself 
.fi^d  the  Grand  ]>iiche8S»  has  saved  yoo  from  a 
dwri^eir  cast  of  fortune.    The  eyes  of  Charles  of 
Courland,  her  enemy  and  years,  have  long  been 
filed  upon  year  proceedings.    Traitor  as  he  is, 
^aMbive  not  been  less  treacherous;  andif  behave 
refrained  fitnn  unmaftking  to  the  Empreis  the 
secret  of  your  connexion  with  her  niece,  it  was 
bat  that  in  aceaaing  you  of  views  on  the  sncai 
sion  of  Poland,  he  feared  a  premature  ditelosuM 
of  his  own.— Bestucheff,  the  confederate  ol  jimr 
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plan^  IB  this  night  aitectted  aid  M  liis  mvy  lo 
Siberia ;  coid  altibougk  yo^lr  fancttOM  aB  aadbas- 
fiidor  may  preserve  yM  tfoiA  any  overt  act  of 
violence,  believe  me^  on  the  faith  «f  one  who  faato 
your  interests  warmly  at  heart,  the  slighteat  im- 
Iprudenee  may  yet  be  &tal.  Attempt  on  your 
return  to  Warsaw  the  most  ^fleeaiuig-safe  com- 
mu^cation  with  this  plaoe,  and  your  covrefl|KNi> 
d^aoe  will  fidl  into  the  hands  of  Courland's  €mia- 
saries.  The  vidfe  of  the  heir>apparent  w31  he 
plunged  into  the  dungeons  of  Scblussdbuig  ;-* 
and  for  yourself *' 

*'For  myself, -^a  free-bom  dtiaen  and  sol* 
dier,  I  have  little  to  dread  from  the  Princes  of 
Saxony.  But  for  her — I  ihank  yoli  for  ^dus 
timely  warning/' 

''  Enough ! — Of  her  it  befits  us  to  speak  no 
further ; — to  you  alone  I  still  address  a  wofd  <rf 
premonition.  The  vigilance  of  Coorland  has  al«^ 
teady  betrayed  you  to  the  Court  of  Warsaw. 
During  the  king's  life,  you  are  scarcely  safe  in 
his  dominions ;  and  tho'  the  picture, — ^the  pictore 
of  the  Duke  of  Holstein's  wife,  which  now  glil- 
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ten  in  yinr  bosom,  -^  may  Beem  a  mfficie&t 
pledge  for  the  aecompliehnieot  of  your  hopes  "— 

**  Heaven  and  earth ! "  ejaculated  the  Cowtt, 
*^**  his  nothiag  escaped  yon  ?  '* — 

**  Can  yoV  oontmued  his  smditrass,  mi* 
unadful  of  the  mtermption,  •—  **  can  yoa  —  do 
joo— pui  your  faith  on  the  ftrnmess  of  parpose 
tif  a  passion^govemed  woman ;  who  would  he 
moved  by  a  ringle  stripe,  a  single  threat,  a  sin- 
gle finown  of  the  Empress,  to  betray  yon ; — or 
by  a  single  smile  from  a  newer  lover, — ^to  betray 
herself?"— 

*'  Ungenaransly  urged ! "  cried  the  Count, 
with  indignation.  **  Catherine — (may  I  be  for- 
given such  free  use  of  her  illustrious  name  1) — 
has  a  firm  and  resolute  soul ;  true  to  her  friends, 
and  indu%ent — to  herfolhwen"'^ 

**  Hme  will  put  ^otir  confidenoe  and  hgr  oon* 
etaney  to  the  proof.  But  hereafter  ponder  on 
my  words  when  the  Duchess  of  Holstetn,  the 
Empress  consort,  or  it  may  be  even  Cathe- 
rine II.,  shall  hear  of  -Stanislas  Poniatofrki 
siglnng  in  renewed  devotion  at  the  Ibet  of  his 
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fair  cousin  Oaliztay  and  visits  on  faimaetf  dK 
guilt  and  folly  in  which  he  was  the  first  to 
involve  her" — 

"  Calizta !  *'  intermpted  the  Connt,  still  mora 
and  more  astonished  by  the  insight  into  his  ftel* 
ings  and  engagements  betrayed  by  the  ycMing 
Princess.  *' Deign,  Madam,  I  beseech  yon  to 
explain  by  what  mystery  my  most  secret  foi^ 
tanes  are  thus  laid  bare  to  the  eyes  of  a 
stranger  ?  " —  ^ 

**  A  stranger  !*'  involuntarily  reiterated  Ajunia. 
— ''Stanislas-^ Stanislas! — can  it  be  that  yoa 
have  forgotten  the  playmate  of  your  child- 
hood ; — ^the  orphan  girl  who  shared  your  sports 
and  studies  at  Pulawy  ?  " 

«<  Foi^tten  the  little  wayward  nursling  q( 
the  Princess, — the  idol  of  the  whole  household,— r 
whom  I  (a  proud  boy  just  escaped  firom  nurnag 
restraints)  so  loved  and  so  t<»tnented  ?  -^  But 
no!"  —  he  continued,  interrupting  himself  — 
'*  Xinieszka  was  the  child  of  my  mother's  kins- 
woman,— a  Polander,— «  country-woman;"—- 

'<  /  am   the  child   of  your  mother's  kinst 


fKomlui,-**!  too  am  a  Poknder,  and  your  countiy- 
iroteaii/*  iaterropted  the  Princess.  ^^  Born  dnr- 
ing  mj  fatbeKs  exile  of  his  clandestine  mar- 
riage wtlh  a  daughter  of  the  house  of  Djalinski, 
ovr  misfortunes  ensiurrd  the  protection  of  her 
noble  relatiTB  Priucess  Ccartoryska.  I  drew 
lireath,  Stanislas,  under  the  roof  of  your  maters, 
tud  ancestors:  and  though  my  mother  surnved 
4taly  to  impress  upon  my  young  mind  the  rever- 
ence of  fond  attachment  towards  tkeir  coun* 
try  and  her  own, — yet  on  my  fatiber's  recal 
firdsn  banishment,  the  anguish  of  quitting  my 
native  land  obliterated  in  my  girlish  mind  all 
triumph  in  our  new  dignities. — ^Adopted  by  the 
Empress,  I  was  commanded  to  dismiss  eveiy 
recdlection  of  a  country  connected,  according 
to  her  interpretation,  with  the  misfortunes  of  my 
fiunily;  and  long  have  I  dwelt  in  Russia,  as 
in  a  land  of  strangers, — ^yearning  after  the  home 
of  my  childhood." — 

**  And  till  this  hour,  you  have  disdained  to 
impart  this  precious  secret  and  recal  these  touch- 
ing reminiscences ! " — cried  Stanislas,  seizing  her 
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hand^  *^  Why — ^why  defiraud  me  of  the  mighty 
aooeaeioB  of  happiness  I  might  have  derived 
from  your  confidence  and  firiendship?"*-* 

"  Yon  have  proved  yourself  unworthy  of 
either,**  replied  Axinia  withdrawing  her  hand. 
*'  Little  can  you  imagine  with  what  affectionate 
trust  I  looked  forward  to  your  arrival  here !  I, 
whose  every  thought  and  feeling  centred  in  the 
beloved  country  of  my  mother ;  I,  who  had  so 
often  stood  aloof  from  the  brilliant  throng  in 
the  galleries  of  Peterhoff  or  the  gardens  of  Orar 
nienbaum  to  repeat  aloud,  for  the  soothing  of  my 
own  ear,  words  of  the  sweet  language  of  my  early 
years ; — judge  what  was  my  joy  in  the  prospect 
of  reunion  with  a  countryman,  a  kinsman !  — 
or  my  mortification  when  you  presented  youraelf 
as  the  accomplished  scholar  of  the  profligate  WiU 
Hams— of  an  avowed  atheist, — a  noted  coward,— 
and  above  all,  the  traducer  of  my  native  country.* 
Talk  no  more  of  barbarians  or  adventurers,  had 


•  Sir  C.  H.  WUliami,  in  Ids  lettcn  to  tbe  Hon.  Henry  P«n, 
treats  of  **  Sarmacbia  "  as  •«  still  uncivilized  ;"  and  of  the 
Poles  as  ''prirni  barbaronmi,** 
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been  my  idle  Taunt  to  Prineeas  DaszkofP,  in  an- 
swer to  the  threadbare  jests  of  the  court  upon 
my  country  and  her  sons.  Stanislas  Poniatofeki, 
the  oSspring  of  a  Czartoryska,  is  coming  hither 
to  Tindicate  the  honour  of  the  countrymen  of 

Solneski  !"— 

**  And  have  I  then  forfeited  your  pledge?" 

«-4nquired  the  Count  in  a  more  subdued  tone. 
"  Alas !  why  did  you  not  deign  to  forewarn  me 
•f  the  precious  interest  attached  to  my  pro- 
ceedings ?  " 

*^  At  our  very  first  meeting,"  said  his  fair 
companion,  **  the  Duchess  of  Holstein  marked 
you  for  her  own ;  and  I  no  longer  dared  to  in- 
terpose a  warning  yoice.  I  saw  her  fix  the  fits- 
dnation  of  her  eyes  upon  your  face,  and  trem- 
bled-  for  your  safety.  Yes !  Stanislas  !— I  trem- 
bled;— for  I  knew  not  then  the  changes  that  time 
had  wrought  in  the  companion  of  my  youth, — 
that  the  lessons  of  the  licentious  Williams  had 
fallen  upon  fertile  ground,-^-and  that  of  the  two 
Cdherine  was  the  greater  dupe." 

«  On  my  Ufe— my  faith,—" 
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**  Pollttte  not  either  by  a  vain  denial  of  the 

fact!" 

^'TheniPFhy  niadam^  retraet  eren  now  your 
harsh  opinions,— on  liie  e^  the  aocursed  eve,  of 
my  departure  ?" — 

**Yoa  were  triumphant,  and  I  despised  the 
minion  of  the  Princess;— you  are  in  danger, — 
and  my  heart  yearns  anew  towards  my  pl&ymale 
of  Pulawy."— 

**  My  Hfe  then  is  still  worthy  care  and  pre- 
servation at  your  hands  V — 

i«  It  is — ^it  ie ! — ^for  to  you  will  one  day  be  con- 
fided the  destinies  of  my  country.  To  you,  it  will 
be  given  to  render  the  judgment  seat  of  Sobieeki 
a  tribunal  of  righteousness,  whence  fireedom,  and 
civilization  to  ennoble  freedom,  may  be  dispenaed 
to  the  people  of  Poland ; — and  to  its  nobks,  pur- 
suits worthy  of  their  emulation,  and  compensa- 
tions great  as  the  deserviiigs  of  virtue.  And  yet, 
Stanislas, — ^when  I  recal  to  mind  your  subjection 
to  that  Godless  man,  —  when  I  think  of  your 
friendship  with  him — ^your  connection  with  Arr, — 
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your  lore  of  ostentatious  pleasures, — jour  ener- 
vation of  mind  and  body" — 

"  Misjudge  me  .  not!"  cried  Poniatofski : 
^'should  I  indeed  live  to  achieve  the  sovereignty 
of  my  native  country,  (and  it  is  the  birthright 
of  her  nobles  to  regard  that  distinction  as  open 
to  the  efforts  of  virtue  or  valour)  I  will  write 
the  name  of  *'  Polska  "  higher  among  the  nations 
of  Europe  than  it  was  inscribed  by  the  brave 
Sobieski,  or  the  great  Casimir.  It  has  been, — 
why  should  I  deny  it  ? — ^the  dream  of  my  ambition 
to  elevate  the  power  and  equalize  the  rights  of  her 
dtizens ; — ^to  break  the  chains  of  her  bondsmen, 
and  extend  and  adorn  her  dominions." — 

**  The  time  may  come  when  I  shall  recal  that 
promise  to  your  mind,"  cried  Axinia,  her  heart 
swelling  as  he  spoke.  '*  Look  to  the  sky,  Stanis- 
las ! — There  is  nothing  between  us  and  the  omni- 
scient presence  of  God! — He  hears  you, — ^your 
words  are  recorded ! — ^The  will  whose  gpvemment 
imports  the  well-being  of  a  mighty  nation  cannot 
be  of  poor  account  in  the  sight  of  Heaven.  Trifle 
not,   then,  with  the  greatness  of  your  destiny. 

VOL,  II.  Q 
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Resign  not  your  better  energies  in  the  enervatioo 
of  a  life  of  pleasure.  Avoid  the  feeble  and  dis* 
honoured  court  of  Augustus.  Study  the  fortunes 
and  records  of  other  nations, — ^the  philosophy  of 
their  laws,  —  the  balance  of  their  rights;  and 
when  indeed  the  minion  of  Catherine  of  Holstein 
shall  become  sovereign  of  Poland" — 

A  shrill  whistle  intemipted  her  apostrophe ; 
and  the  beautiful  countenance  which,  upturned 
in  its  purity  towards  the  pure  moonlight,  might 
have  personified  the  inspired  loveliness  of  Faith, 
was  suddenly  transfixed  with  horror. 

"  The  garden  is  surrounded, — they  break  the 
door ! "  cried  Chedzim  who,  bounding  like  a  ball 
along  the  path,  was  already  by  her  side. 

**  For  your  sake,  rather  than  for  mine,  I  must 

^ot  be   found  here/'  cried  Poniato&ki.     **Said 

* 

you  not   that   this  wall  overhangs  the  moat  of 
the  fortress?"— 

^^  The  channel  is  deep  and  dangerous,"  cried 
Axinia,  "  and  guarded  by  the  Holsteiners ! — It  is 
too  jlate !" — 

"Nay,  nay,'*  cried  the  dwarf.     "The  iiron 
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bolts  ehoot  deep  into  the  granite  door-case ;  and 
'tis  a  task  for  a  catapult  to  break  through  the  iron- 
studded  oak.  We  have  ample  time,  Sir  Count  1" 
he  continued  leaping  on  the  stone  bench.  ''  Be 
pleased  to  make  your  first  step  upon  the  shoulders 
of  the  eaves-dropping  miscreant.  Far  better 
hazard  breaking  your  neck  to  reach  the  parapet, 
or  drowning  by  a  plunge  into  the  moat,  than  brave 
the  wrath  of  her  highness  the  Duchess,  or  his 
lowness  the  Duke.  Up! — ^mount! — begone! — there 
is  life  and  death  in  delay." — 

'*  I  go," — said  Poniatofski,  seiidng  the  trem- 
Uing  hands  of  Axinia,  and  pressing  them  to  his 
heart.  **  Will  you  not  breathe  one  kinder  word 
of  fiireweUr'— 

*'  Heaven's  blessings  and  guardianship  be  upon 
you; — and  for  our  country's  sake  —  think  upon 
the  words  of  Axinia !"  faltered  the  young  Prin- 
cess.— 

«  St.  Vladimir  send  you  understanding,"  cried 
Chedzim,  stamping  on  the  stone  bench.  '*  Is  this 
a  time  to  be  bandying  sentiment,  when  lever  and 

q2 
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mallet  are  at  the  door  hinge,  and  knout,  haydnck 
and  janizary,  in  waiting?" 

The  jangling  of  Poniatofski's  acooatrementa 
drowned  the  remainder  of  his  harangue :  while 
lightly  springing  irom  his  shoulders,  the  Count 
cautiously  and  laboriously  ascended  the  wall. 

'^  A  caique  is  moored  to  the  stump  of  a  willow 
at  the  extremity  of  the  bastion  !"  cried  the  dwarf, 
when  looking  up,  he  saw  the  Count  overstep  the 
coping  of  the  parapet.  ''  I  have  used  it  myself^ 
before  now,  on  a  moon-light  night,  without  olv 
struction  from  guard  or  battery." 

'^  Hush !"  cried  Axinia,  listening  in  motionless 
horror  for  the  plash  of  water  caused  by  the 
Count's  descent ;  "  Be  still,  listen ! — Glisten !" — 

But  her  caution  was  unavailing!  —  At  that 
moment,  the  voice  of  Chedzim,  and  the  further 
movements  of  the  fugitive,  were  drowned  in  a 
sudden  crash,  announcing  that  the  intruders  had 

forced  a  violent  entry ;  and  in  an  instant,  some 
eight  or  a  dozen  soldiers,  bearing  torches  and 
headed  by  the  Captain  of  the  Guard,  proceeded 
to  search  the  garden. — pricking  with  sword  and 
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bayonet  the  shrubs  and  thickets ;  but  for  which 
manifestation  of  their  zeal,  it  is  probable  that  the 
terrified  Chedzim  might  have  sought  refuge  among 
the  bushes  from  their  investigation.  Axinia,  on 
the  contrary,  advanced  with  dignified  self-posses- 
sion towards  the  dial,  with  a  view  of  attracting 

their  attention. 

^^What  means  this  outrage.  Captain  Miro- 
vitz?" — she  inquired  of  the  young  officer,  by  whom 
she  was  surveyed  with  a  smile  of  significant  ex- 
pression. "  Whom  did  you  expect  to  find  in  a  spot 
dedicated  exclusively  to  their  Highnesses'  plea- 
sure, that  you  make  this  violent  inbreak  ? — If  it 

be  myself  of  whom  you  are  in  search,  surely  it 
had  been  easier  to  reach  the  garden  through  the 
colonnade, — the  conservatory, — ^the  pavilion, — the 
gallery  leading  from  the  ball-room, — all  which 
I  left  open  on  my  way  hither  from  the  palace. 

**  It  was  not  yourself,  Madam,  whom  her 
Imperial  Highness  commissioned  me  to  seek  ;  or 
I  should  not  have  presumed  to  bring  my  men 
with  loaded  arms  into  the  presence  of  the  Prin^ 
cess  Dolgorucki.      I  knew  not,  indeed,  that  the 
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ladies  of  the  household  were  rash  or  heroic 
enough  to  hazard  themselyes  in  this  lonely  place 
ttt  the  dead  of  night,  with  no  better  temptation 
than  a  gleam  of  chilly  moon-light,  or  more  effi- 
cient protection  than  a  thing  like  this."  And 
fixing  the  point  of  the  sword  into  the  gorgeous 
sash  of  the  dwarf,  the  young  officer  swung  him 
forward,  regardless  of  a  slight  shriek  indicative 
of  physical  agony. 

^^The  ladies  of  the  household  conceive  no 
grounds  for  alarm  within  the  precincts  of  a 
palace  so  carefully  guarded  as  that  of  Oranien- 
baum.  Another  time,  however,  I  will  be  careful 
to  apprize  the  Marshal  of  the  household  of  my 
choice  of  time  and  place  for  exercise,  lest  again 

I  cause  needless  alarm  and  trouble  to  the  officer 
on  duty." 

With  a  formal  curtsey  of  acknowledgment, 
and  afiecting  a  degree  of  self-possession  belied 
by  the  paleness  of  her  cheek,  and  the  intonation 
of  her  voice,  Axinia  was  about  to  proceed  towards 
the  conservatory,  through  which  she  purposed 
returning  to  the  palace;  when  Mirovitz,  startled 
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by  her  assumed  dignity  into  the  tone  of  respect 
with  which  he  was  accustomed  to  treat  a  lady 
of  such  honour  and  distinction,  stepped  forward 

to  interrupt  her. 

^'Your  excellency  must  pardon  me!"    said 

he,  firmly.  '*  I  have  her  Highness's  commands 
to  conduct,  under  guard  of  arrest  to  her  presence, 
the  individual  or  individuals  found  lurking  in  the 
palace  gardens.  The  pavilion  door  is  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess.  You  will 
be  pleased  to  accompany  me  through  the  gardens 
towards  the  grand  entrance." 

*  *  Lurking  ?  "  —  reiterated  Axinia,  somewhat 
touched  by  the  insinuation.  "  Return,  Sir,  to  the 
palace ;  and  say  that  you  found  only  the  Princess 
Dolgorucki,  attended  by  a  page  of  the  household, 
enjoying  the  summer  atmosphere." 

"  Is  it  to  her  Excellency,  or  to  the  page  of  the 
household,  I  am  to  restore  this  pelisse?" — ^inquired 
Mirovitz,  pointing  to  that  which  Poniatofski  had 
cast  off,  to  enable  him  to  ascend  the  wall ;  and 
which  was  at  this  moment  discovered  and  brought 
forward  by  one  of  the  guards.     "  By  our  lady 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

i 

Come  iMtr!— ni  softly  tell  the  rest 

Alas ! — 'tis  known  to  all  the  crowd  !— - 
Her  gwHtj  lore  was  all  coofeaty 

And  his  who  so  much  truth  arowed— 
My  faithleaa  friend ! — In  pleasure  proud 

I  sat  when  these  curs*d  tidings  came ; 
Their  guilt,  their  love,  was  told  aloud. 

And  envy  amil'd  to  hear  my  shame. 

Crabbe. 

Mbamwhilb,  Catherine,  having  watched  to  the 
la«t  moment  the  disappearance  of  StanislaB,  grow- 
ing faint  as  she  re-closed  the  cartain  from  excess 
of  emotion,  had  been  compelled  to  sammon  the 

aid  of  the  German  nurse ;  who,  having  accom- 

•  • 

panied  her  from  Stettin  to  St.  Petersbui^,  had 

VOL.  lU.  B 
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become  in  the  land  of  exile  a  friend  and  con- 
iidante.  It  was  her  usnal  task  to  keep  watch, 
during  Poniatofski's  nocturnal  visits,  in  the  ante- 
room of  her  apartment ;  but  on  the  present  oeea- 
sion,  even  Ludchen's  soothing  cares  and  ministry 
were  unavailing  to  calm  the  hysterical  agitation 
of  her  illustrious  nursling. 

^'  I  am  dying!"  cried  the  Duchess,  as  again 
a  deadly  faintness  came  over  her.  ^*  Call  Doctor 
Dritzkoi, — summon  assistance ! — ^But  no,  breathe 
no  alarm.  Go  quietly  to  the  chamber  of  the 
Princess  Dolgorucki,  and  bid  her  attend  me. 
I  have  often  benefited  hy  her  skill.'' 

A  few  paces  of  the  corridm*  divided  die  pri- 
vate apartments  of  the  Grand  Duchess  from  those 
of  her  ladies ;  and  in  a  minute's  space  the  asto- 
nished Ludchen  returned  with  intelligence  that 
Asdnia  was  not  in  her  chamber, — had  not  been 
there  that  night ! — 

It  was  perhaps  the  laxity  of  her  own  morab 
which  at  that  moment  insinuated  a  jealous  sus- 
picion into  the  bosom  of  Catherine.  InaCantly 
reviving,  and  seizing  the  taper  from  the  hand  of 


LuidcheB,  ahe  nuhed  into  A^ia'4»  cbamber  to 
verify  the  fact ! — 

^'  Wbeve  is  your  micrtreBsT'r^rflbe  cried,  throw* 
ing  open  the  door  of  »  souUl  ocJ)ine^  to  aftartle 
Srsaxk  her  sleep  a  terrified  P/oiiah  girl,  tbe  attend- 
ant of  Princees  DolgorucU*  And  haying  eli* 
cited  from  her  incoherent  replies  that  Azinia, 
lutein  the  eyenmg,  had  provided. herself  with  the 
key  .of  the  .<oorridor  leading  from  the  ball-room  to 
the. private  garden  of  the  J)uke  of  Holsteia,  and 
ihat'  the  mantle  and  capuchin  of  her  lady  were 
not  in  their  accustomed  place,  the  Dudiess  ent»^ 
tained  no  further  doubt  that  a  rendezvous  with 
the  Duke  of  Holstein  had  attracted  the  young 
Princess  to  the  Pavilion  garden  ;*^that  Axinia 
w.as  already,  or  about  to  become,  the  bvoured 
rival  of  Romanowna  Noronsoff!— Of  the  three, 
it  would  have  been  .difficult  to  decide  whiph  was 
most  cordially  the  object  of  her  detestation. 
Peter*  had  been  imposed  upon  her  aGceptanoe 
in  earUci^t  girlhood,  by  her  mother;  andAzinia 

^  -it  is  related  tbat  tke  yomBg  Princen  of-Ze«lMt*reiBeiiMdl 

ihree  hoon  in  a  state  of  inaensibilitj  after  her  fint  interriev 
vHth  Peter,  who  was  disfigured  by  a  lece&t  attack  of  small  pox. 
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forced  into  her  household,  (and  she  sometime* 
thought  as  a  spy  upon  her  conduct,)  hy  the  autho- 
rity of  the  Empress.  A  discovery  of  their  delinquen- 
cy would  free  her  from  at  least  one  of  her  domestic 
vexations ;  and  with  the  fury  of  a  misgovern^ 
mind  or  temper,  she  instantly  commanded  the 
guard  to  be  summoned, — and  the  pavilion  gar- 
dens carefully  searched.  The  suspense  attending 
the  measure  served  buf  to  stimulate  her  irritation. 
Without  r^;ard  to  the  dishabille  of  her  night* 
dress,  she  desired  the  culprits  might  be  arrested 
and  iHXiught  guarded  into  her  presence ! 

Catherine  was  pacing  her  chamber  with  per* 
turbed  steps  and  cheeks  flushed  with  excitement* 
when  the  doors  were  thrown  open ;  and,  pre- 
ceded by  Colonel  Mirovitz,  the  mi^ed  figure 
of  Axinia  glided  towards  her.  The  dwarf  in« 
stantly  prostrated  himself  on  the  ground;  but 
the  Princess,  throwing  back  her  hood,  stood  face 
to  face  with  the  enraged  Catherine. 

Nothing  could  be  more  strongly  characterized 
than  the  contrast  between  the  two  women : — the 
Duchess  of  Holstein  in  her  richly  laced  night- 
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dres8;  —  panting^  with  rage,  —  her  bright  eyes 
sparkling, — ^her  fair  cheeks  flushed  to  a  crimson 
hue, — ^her  every  gesture  restless  with  suppressed 
passion :  —  Axinia  Dolgorucki  calm,  cold,  mo> 
tionless, — enveloped  in  her  dark  mahtle,' — her 
long  black  hair  uncurled  by  the  night  air,  hanging 
in  raven  masses  on  either  side  a  (see — fair  and 
fJEuiltless  as  some  chosen  piece  of  statuary.  The 
eyes  of  tlie  young  Princess  were  cast  on  the 
ground,  rather  from  unwillingness  to  look  upon 
an  unwelcome  object  than  from  any  sense  of 
personal  shame;  nor  did  even  the  torrent  of 
Virulent  abuse  that  burst  from  the  lips  of  the 
Duchess,  induce  her  to  raise  them  to  her 
enemy. 

**  We  found  her  Highness  the  Princess  Axinia 
Dolgorucki  alone  in  the  Pavilion  garden, .at- 
tended by  a  page  of  the  household,''  interposed 
Colonel  Mirovitz,  compassionating '  the  situation 

of  his  lovely  captive. 

*'You  suffered  the  Duke  then  t(i  escape? — 
You  are  in  collusion  with  them!"  cried  Catherine, 
stamping  impatiently  on  the  floor. 
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''The  Duke?"— ejaealated  Azinia,  inTolnntap 
lily  breaking  silence. 

**  I  have  the  konour  to  aseave  yaar  Imperial 
Highness/'  said  the  young  officer,  **  and  am  wil* 
ling  to  attest,  on  oath,  llifit  tbe  Princess  was 
ahney  attended  by  Chedzim  her  page,  taking  the 
air  in  the  Pavilion  garden/' 

The  prostrate  figure  of  the  dwarf  asseverated 
the  narration  with  a  deep  groan  of  assent. 

*'A  tale  to  cozen  school-boys!"*  cried  the 
Duchess,  with  fresh  gestures  of  impatience. 
''  Ladies  so  fair  and  gay  aa  the  Princess  Axima 
are  not  wont  to  ramble  by  moonlight  alone  for 
the  mere  pleasure  of  taking  the  air.  Go,  air,  to 
the  apartment  of  the  Grand  Duke ! — Say  I  mut 
see  him  imtdntly^  on  botiness  of  pressii^  urgen- 
cy :  and  let  the  guard  Te^zamine  the  avenues  to 
the  Pavilion.  Look  to  the  walks, — and  ftseertain 
what  fdot-prints  are  visible  besides  thode  of  a 
lady  and  a  dwarf/' 

''Your  pardon,  madam!**  sud  Axinia  dis- 
tinctly, advancing  a  pace  or  two  nearer  th^ 
Duchess.    *'  Let  me  entreat  you  to  oonsider,  ere 
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his  Highness  is  sumnoned,  that  Count  Ponia^ 
tofidu  may  not  haye  passed  through  the  gardens 
without  leaving  foot-traces  of  his  visit  to  the 
palace.  Be  eaatious ! — ^You  peril  far  more  than 
my  good  name  in  provoking  an  examination  of 
the  sentinels  on  duty,  or  a  survey  of  the  bas- 
tions." 

Gatherine  hit  her  Up  till  the  blood  started; 
and  Mirovitz,  who,  overhearing  the  insinuation, 
fimcied  he  discerned  an  occasion  of  rendering  his 
awn  discretian  important  in  the  eyes  of  the 
Duchess  of  Holstein,  added  with  a  profound  obei- 
sance, '*  I  should  have  perhaps  reported  to  your 
Highness  that  the  pelisse  of  Count  Stanislas  Poni* 
atofeki  was  found  by  one  of  my  men  among  the 
bmhes  of  the  Pavilion  Garden." 

^*  lFA^e?"*-*exclaimed Catherine,  turning  paler 
thaii  death. 

''  In  the  Pavilion  Garden." 

**  Show  it  me !" — ^persisted  the  Duchess. 

And  Mirovitz,  having  communicated  with  the 
gttards  who  waited  in  the  ante-room,  instantly 
ratnnied  with  the  costly  pelisse  of  Stanislas  hang- 
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ing  on  hi*  aim.  ^e  eottkl  not  initials  il!«^It 
was  his  ;^for  she  had  herself  presented  him  wMi 
its  matchless  linings  of:  saUe.-^ 

."  Qait  the  room  and  wait  wtthontr  said  the 
Duchess,  addressing  herself 'to  Mirovils,  and 
pointing  sternly  to  the  door.  '^  Ti^e  this  slaiv 
with  you !  '^  she  continued,  spumiBg>  wilk  fasr 
foot  the  coiled  and  mis-shaped  figvra  bf  the 
dwarf,  which  now  crai^led  reptile-like'  to  the 
door.  '^Let  him  receive  fifty  strokes  at  son* 
rise."  A  deep  groan  from  Chedzim  was  the  ksl 
sound  audible  as  the  door  of  the  anle^chanihef 
closed,  and  the  Duchess  was  left  alone  with  her 
victim. — 

'*  And  is  it  thus!" — she  exclaimed  with  a  fraatitf 
outburst  of  passion  and  clasping  her  hands  abovo 
her  head.  'Ms  it  indeed  thus! — I, — ^the  tnost 
confiding, — the  most  gracious, — I, — a  Princess,— 
the  arbitress  of  his  destinies, — I  to  be  thus  de- 
luded, 4^heated,  fooled,  mocked  m  my  own  palace 
by  two  ungrateftil  traitors !" — 

*'I  beseech  your  Imperial  Highness  to  be 
calm! "--said  Azinia,  terrified  lest  the  firenzied 


^sete  «f  hisr  rage  ahottld  produce  ^ome  fittd  con- 


^*  Calm  !^--calm,  when  I  look  upon  yon,  and 
JKtiovr.  myfeelf  thus  miserably  betrayed? — I  who 
ao  trusted  .him,^— I, — who  for  his  nake  would  have 
sacrificed  friends,  fitme,  husband, — the  mighti- 
ness of  emjure !" — 

:  ^^'Rdlect  Madam  on  the  rashness  of  these 
atowads, ''  interposed  Axinia  calmly.  **  You 
cira  admitting  me  to  participation  in  secrets  I 
s^n;  little  anxious  to  learn ;  and,  heaven  knows, 
wilhraA  cause  or  provocation." — 

'"  How»  minion?"  cried  Catherine,  advancing 
towards  the  motionless  figure  of  Axinia,  with  the 
g^esturea  and  glance  of  a  maniac.  ^*  Will  you  deny 
that  yonder  was  his  garment? — Will  you  deny 
that  you  have  had  a  secret  interview  with  Stanis- 
las since  he  quitted  the  palace  this  night?" — 

*^  I  do  not ! — Poniatofeki  was  with  me  in  the 
gardens  of  the  Pavilion;    but  not  at  his  own 
seeking,  nor,  on  my  £uth  and  word,  for  any  pur- 
pose of  affection  I" — ^ 
.  «  Tell  me !"  cried  |he  Duchess  suddenly  clasp. 
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ing  the  arm  of  the  young  PrineesA,  Sttd  lowering 
her  Toice  from  the  pitch  of  utmost  rage  mto  It 
still  tnore  firightfiil  accent  of  cajolement.—''  Tell 
me  tnily^ — (that  I  should  I  ask  it  !>— am  I  «>  great 
a  wretch  7— Tell  me, — dees  he  bve  you  ?** — 

**  On  my  Christian  faith  and  honour, — ^No  f'-- 
said  Azinia  with  a  strength  of  ^nphasia  thatadmxi* 
ted  not  a  moment's  mistrust.  "  TiU  this  night,  the 
ordinary  compliments  of  courtesy  hare  scanfty  pass- 
ed betwixt  Count  Poniatofiiki  and  mytndf.  About 
to  quit  this  country  and  return  to  one  whidi  your 
Highness  may  deign  to  remember  is  also  mine,  it 
was  my  earnest  desire  to  obtain  an  interview  widi 
him.  I  knew  that— (forgrre  me.  Madam,  if  yw 
force  the  oonfession  from  my  lips  !>-*P0niatofikr8 
visit  to  the  Palace  would  be  protraeted  till  a  late 
hour.  My  right  of  access  to  the  ganlenB  enabled 
me  to  intercept  his  departure;  but  it  was  no  has 
by  fproe  than  stratagem,  that  I  compelled  him  fo 
grant  a  moment's  attention  to  the  dommiseioii 
with  which  I  was  eager  to  eotnist  faim."*^ 

There  was  an    eamestaiess  in  die  tone  of 
Princess  Dolgomcki  wholly  conrinoing.    "And 
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lingers  he  siitf  in  the  gardens  r'  inquired  the 
Pndiesa  in  a  tremulous  voice. 

**  Tq  peril  jour  Highness's  reputation  by  such 

a  risk  ?  *—  No,  madam !  —  On  the  first  alarm 
caused  by  your  rash  commands.  Count  Ponia^ 
tofiki  scaled  the  walls  towards  the  Western 
Bastjoii;' 

"  Then  he  is  lost !"— cried  Catherine.  **  For 
this  month  past,  guard-bof^ts  hare  been  stationed 
ia  the  xnoat  by  coimnand  of  the  Empress! — 
Azinia!  I  have  wronged  you.  —  Pardon  me — 
pity  me.  He  is  lost*  My  rashness  has  des- 
troyed him!" — and,  throwing  her  arms  round 
the  neck  of  her  companion,  she  wept  like  a 
child.— 

Repugnant  as  it  was  to  the  pure  and  gentle 
girl  to  feel  those  scalding  tears  of  passion  fall 
upon  her  bosom,  the  thought  still  uppermost  in 
ha  mind  was  the  safety  of  Stanislas.  **  It  may 
not  be  too  late  to  save  him!"  she  whispered, 
earefiil.  to  moderate  her  demonstration  of  interest 
in  his  behalf,  so  |is  not  to  excite  the  jealous 
frenzy  of  Catherine.    ^^  Despatch  Colonel  Miro- 
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vitz  to  the  battery,  for  tUUo^,  i£  not  ^toir  de- 
fence* Be  it  Bupposed  that  the  Count  Tinted 
the  palace  on  my  account.  Tis  an  asp^tion  agitinet 
#hic^  the  itibnoc^nce  **of  my  life  >riU  bear  bb 
blamelesB." 

In  a  moment  the  Grand  Ducheas,  dapping 
her  hands,  summoned  and  gave  instructions  to 
the  astonished  Captain  of  the  Guard.  But, 
apprehensive  that  her  perturbation  might  not 
have  escaped  the  eye  of  Mirovitz,  she  drew  a 
diamond  ring  from  her  finger,  and,  glancing 
towards  Axinia  as  though  the  charge  r^arded 
Aer,  enforced  the  utmost  discretion  in  the 
execution-'  of  his  errand. — 

"  There  is  but  one  remedy  for  all  this  mis- 
chief!" — said  she,  intently  examining  the  demean- 
our of  her  young  attendant,  as  Mirovitz  quitted 
the  apartment.  ^'  Suspicion  will  be  roused ;  — 
the  incident  may  reach  the  ears  of  the  Duke 
of  Holstein — of  the  Empress  herself. — Stoifioe 
yourself  for  my  sake,  dearest  Axinia, — and 
silence  all  evil  rumours,  by  accepting  the  hand 
of  Poniatofeki!"    . 
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^*  Submit  to  vMrriage  widi  a '  mih  irUoie 
heart  is  detoted  to  anodier  1"— ^xelasined  Aziiiia : 
ftbd  liie  Duchess,  oduvinoed  by  the  irafalt'  of 
thk  cunning  ordeal  of  the  grouifdlessness'  of 
her  suspicions,  and  attributing  to  herself  the 
insinuation, — ^inyoluntarily  clasped  the  Princess  in 
in  her  arms. — 

"  That  I  should  have  injured  you  by  my  mad 
suspicions, — that  I  should  have  perilled  his  life ! 
Oh!  but  to  hear  one  word  in  confirmation 
of  his  safety — Ludchen!  what  tidings?*'  —  she 
exclaimed,  as  the  old  woman,  with  an  air  of 
consternation,  entered  from  the  corridor. — 

^'The  palace  is  astir, — strange  rumours  are 
current !  *'  muttered  the  nurse,  dreading  to  leave 
to  other"  lips  the  intelligence  she  knew  would 
prove  so  agonizing  to  the  Grrand  Duchess*  — 
'^The  Hayducks  assert  that  there  has  been  a 
scuffle  between  the  Holsteiners  and  a  stranger 
escaping  from  the  fortress,  on  whom  they  were 
oompelled  to  fire;  —  and  that  the  body  of  th^ 
victim 

'^  I  have    killed  him !"    cried  the  Duchess. 
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— ^And,  fiJUng,  as  though  she,  too,  had  raeeired 
her  death-wound,  she  lay  seoselegB  on  the  floor 
with  Azinia  and  old  Luddien  chafing  her  handa 
and  bathing  her  templfiB,  when  Miroyitx  was 
once  more  ushered  into  the  chamber. 


CHAPTER  V. 


II  faut  une  sorte  d'cBpritponr  fair  fortnne :  et  suitoat  une  grande 

fortone :  oe  n'est  ni  le  boo,  ni  le  bel  esprity  ni  le  grand,  ni  le 

sublime,  ni  le  (brt,  ni  le  delicat. 

La  BnvrsKB, 


It  ifl  difficult  to  conceive  a  man  more  expressly 
framed  by  nature  or  moulded  by  art  to  become 
the  hero  of  romantic  adventure,  than  the  object 
of  the  grand  Duchess's  attachment  and  of  the 
fiiir  Axinia's  solicitude.  Eminently  handsome 
his  raven  hair  and  lai^  dark  eyes  imparted  cha- 
racter to  a  countenance  of  even  feminine  regula- 
rity :   and  though  but  of  moderate  stature,  his 
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person   was    eqaally  remarkaUe  for  symmetrj 
and  grace. 

Although  erentually  summoned  by  the  ea* 
prices  of  fortune  to  fill  the  throne  of  Poland,  the 
claim  of  Poniatoftki  to  nobility  of  descent  was 
unfortunately  invalidated  by  the  bend-sinister, — 
his  father,  the  companion  of  Mazeppa,  and  a  dis- 
tinguished  military  adventurer  in   the  wars  of 
Charles  XII.,    being   issued   of  an   ill^timate 
branch  of  the  house  of  Sapieha ;  notwithstanding 
which,  the  adroitness  of  his  courtiership  in  the 
circle  of  Augustus  II.,   and  the  laurels   earned 
by  his  prowess  in  4he  Turkish  wars  had  obtain* 
ed  for  him  the  hand  of  a  daughter  of  PrinOMS 
Czartoryska.      Amid    the    perplexing   intrigues 
fomented  by  the  unruly  nobility,  her  lMX»tliers 
the  Princes  Augustus  and  Michael,  had   sad* 
denly  risen  to  the  highest  posts   of  the  state: 
Augustus  Czartoryski,  having  acquired  by  mar* 
riage  a  splendid  fortune,  was  Palatine  of  Polidi 
Russia;   while  the    palace  of  Michael,   Grand 
Chancellor  of  Lithuania,  was  the  eliminating 
point  of  every  faction  of  the  kingdom.    For  cen- 
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tunes  pasti  the  Polish  aristocracy,  dominated  by 
the  influeiKSe  of  foreign  cabinets  and  inclining 
towanls  this  or  that  ally  as  the  wind  of  fortune 
blew  from  the  East  or  from  the  Westj-^-as  Saxony 
quailed  under  the  invasions  of  the  King  of  Prussia 
or  as  Russia,  upiting  with. Sweden  against  the 
Porte,  extended  her  protection  over  the  revolted 
Cossacks  of  the  Ukraine, — combining  incessantly 
in  new  factions  for  the  election  of  some  native  or 
foreign  Prince  to  fill  the  throne  or  the  succession, 
— seemed  to  find  their  ^hief  glory  in  distracting 
the  atate  with  dissensions,  by  the  exercise  of  that 
fisital  privilege  of  the  Liberutn  Veto  which,  year 
after  year,  age  after  age,  derided  the  hopes 
of  the  nation,  by  the  dissolution  of  Diets  appa- 
rently convoked  for  the  mere  purpose  of  its  exer^ 
ciae*  It  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  an  assembly 
conasting  of  the  entire  gentry  or  nobility  of  the 
kingdom,  where  the  dissent  of  a  single  voice  was 
capable  of  annulling  any  measure  proposed,  could 
fiirtfaer  the  expedition  of  public  business;  and 
when  attacked  om  all  sides  by  the  influence  of 
foreign  ministers, — ^by  the  intrigues  of  France  and 
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the  Comte  de  Broglie, — England  and  the  astute 
Williams, —  and  above  all  Saxony  (the  electorate 
of  the  reigning  King)  and  its  Chancellor  CSo«nt 
Briihl,-Mit  ererj  fresh  meeting  of  the  Senate, 
some  member  vdimtarily  absented  himself,  and 
annulled  the  sitting.  Augustus,  driven  froai  his 
Court  of  Dresden  by  the  invasions  of  Frederick 
the  Great,  was  desirous  of  procurii^  for  his  son 
the  succession  to  the  throne ; — ^the  Court  of  Ver- 
sailles had  in  view  the  elevation  of  the  Prince 
de  Conti;, — and  Russia,  who  was  suppoe  d  to 
hold  in  her  hands  the  balance  of  election, — ^Rus- 
sia, to  whose  interference  the  Republic  vras  in- 
debted for  its  last  two  sovereigns — Russia,  whose 
armies,  ill-paid  and  iU-recruited,  were  fiittening 
on  the  fertile  plains  of  tiie  Republic,  was  now 
incessantiy  propitiated  by  the  intrigues  of  rival 
pretendants.  By  the  mass  of  the  nation,  the  ve- 
nerable Count  Branicki,  Captain  Goieral  of  the 
Republic,  who  already  maintained  in  his  castie  of 
Bialistok  a  degree  of  almost  regal  state,  was 
hailed  as  their  future  monarch.  The  youthful 
nobility,    enthusiasts    of    freedom    and    abhor- 
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ring  the  infinlting  innoyatioiis  of  RuflBia,  were 
eager  that  the  electtqn  shotdd  fisdl  on  Count 
Mokranowskiy  a  man  distingaished  by  athle- 
tic vigoiir  of  body,  and  energy  of  mind  which 
induced  him  into  acta  of  chivalrous  patriotism 
worthy  some  ancient  Sarmatian  hero; — ^while  the 
Czartoryski  Action  left  no  channel  of  corruption 
tmattempted  to  place  its  leader  upon  the  tfaitme. 
Had  the  feeble  Elizabeth  survived  Augustus 
III.,  it  is  impossible  to  determine  by  which  of  the 
great  powers  of  Europe  her  venal  cabmet  would 
have  been  out-bribed ;  or  had  Peter  III.  retained 
the  supreme  power,  the  occasional  gleams  of  p<Ji» 
tical  justice,  visiting  the  mazes  of  his  bewildered 

mind,  might  have  left  the  election  of  the  last  sove- 
reign of  Poland  to  the  fair  decision  of  one  of 

those  equestrian  assemblies  which,  camped  on  the 
plain  of  the  Vola,  gave  Kings  to  the  ancient  Re- 
public. But  the  policy  which  induced  Prince 
Czartoryski  to  dispatch  his  nephew  Stanislas  to 
bespeak  the  influence  of  Bestucheff  in  his  own 
fitvour  had  in  the  most  smgnlar  manner  operated 
against  his  views ; — and  Count  Poniatofski,  in  the 
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tenderness  of  the  fotare  Empress,  had  already 
secured  a  footing  for  himself  on  the  first  step  of 
the  throYie. 

But,  although  by  birth  disqualified  for  an 

•        •  •  - 

honour  accessible  to  the  whole  nolnlity  of  the 
kingdom,  Stanislas  was  nevertheless  educated  for 
sovereignty.  The  Court  of  Augustus  had  trans> 
planted  from  the  shores  of  this  Elbe'  a  singular 
tetidenc^  to  the  superstitions  of  undeveloped  phi- 
losophy zalehemists, — astrologers, — all  the  jug- 
glers of  darker  ages, — seemed  to  have  taken  refuge 
at  Dresden,  and  from  Dresden  to  have  wandered 
with  the  defeated  Saxon  Court,  to  Warsaw.  Among 
others,  the  household  of  Count  Poniatofiski  boasted 
its  cabalist:  and  on  the  birth  of  Stanislas,  his 
fourth  son,  this  reader  of  the  stars  (an  Italian 
adventurer,  named  Fomica),  announced,  on  cast- 
ing his'  nativity,  that  the  boy  was  bom  to  be 
a  king  !* — ^The  Countess,  shariqg,  with  her.Czar- 
toryskan  blood  the  ambition  of  .  that  aspiring 
race,  lent  ready  credence  to  the  prediction. 
Hitherto  a  negligent  mother,  she  bestowed  the 

•Historical. 
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moet  anxious  jm^B  on  the  education  of  the 
pseudo  monarch ;  distinguished  him  by  the  auspi- 
cious name  of  Stanislas  iit/gi/s/tM,-— exerted  her* 
self  to  perfect  him  in  every  superficial  accomplish- 
ment, and  succeeded  in  rendering  his  address  a 
model  of  courtly  elegance  and  breeding. — 

But  il  was  neither  parent  nor  kinsman  fSrom 
whom  Stanislas   Pouiato&ki   deriyed   the   per- 
fection  of  diplomatic  art  which,  even  in   early 
youth,  chan^terized  his  demeanour.    Sir  Charles 
Hanbury  Williams,  whose  advent  at  the  Court 
of  Augustus  produced  (as  in  every  other  to  which 
his  services  were  delegated)  a  general  confusion 
of  parties,  and  the  adoption  of  a  sudden  change 
of  policy  on  the  part  of  the  British  Cabinet, 
—  had,  during  his  residence  at  Warsaw,  con- 
ceived for  the  young  and  brilliant  youth  a  degree 
of  passionate  friendship.    He  beheld  in  the  hand- 
some Pole,  to  whose  address  the  schooling  of 
his   accomplished  mother  imparted    a   tone  of 
such   romantic    mystery,  a  ready  tool  for   his 
political  projects,   and  a  page   worthy    to    be 
his  train-bearer  in  those  exploits   of  gallantry 
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methixkkfi  I  espy  in  my  young  firiend  StanislM 
the  making  of  an  Achilles,  or  the  marring  of 
an  Alcibiades.  Holding  your  consent  for  granted, 
therefore,  I  claim  him  for  my  con^agnon  dt 
voyage;  and  you  shall  hear  news  of  him  from 
the  Trtanon  and  Leicester  House,  or  my  name 

(Heaven  mend  it ! )  is  not  Hanbury  Williams." 

/■ 

A  powerful  motive  tended  to  secure  the  ac* 
quiescence  of  the  Countess.  It  was  already 
rumoured  at  Warsaw  that  the  Chevalier  Williams 
was  about  to  represent  the  Court  of  St.  James's 
at  that  of  Russia ;  awaiting  which  appointment, 
Stanislas  could  not  fail  to  profit  by  his  intro* 
duction  in  the  gay  circles  of  Paris  and  London 
Within  a  few  weeks,  accordingly,  Poniato&ki 
was  presented  by  the  English  diplomatist  in  those 
brilliant  circles  of  Versailles,  whose  wit,  prodigality 
and  HcentiousnesB  recreated  the  corrupt  ooun  of 
Louis  XV, 

"  I  will  even  leave  my  young  Sarmatian  to  chafe 
his  way  through  the  crowd,"  soliloquized  the  che- 
valier ;  who,  in  spite  of  his  pledges  to  the  Countess, 
had  no  vocation  for  the  office   of  bear*leader. 
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*'  Mesdames  de  Boufflers,  'de  Choiseul,  de  Gram-^ 
mont,  de  Mirepolx,  d'Epinay  et  hoc  genus  omney 
ynW  soon  perfect  his  education  in  the  arts  likely 
to  win  favour  at  the  court  of  her  Mongol  Majesty, 
the  Empress  of  strong  waters."  And  on  pretext 
of  the  imperative  claims  of  his  political  interests 
at  St.  James's,  Sir  Charles  Williams  soon  quitted 
Paris,  exacting  an  engagement  on  the  part  of 
Stanislas  to  follow  at  the  close  of  the  carnival. 

Entranced,  however,  by  the  enchantments  of 
the  French  capital,  not  even  the  letters  and  ex- 
postulations of  his  patron  could  induce  the  ful- 
filment of  his  promise.  The  name  of  Count  Po- 
niatofski  soon  became  notorious  even  among  the 
triflers  of  Versailles ;  nor  was  it  without  the  in- 
tervention of  family  authority  that  the  chevalier 
finally  efiected  the  removal  of  his  protege.  Pro- 
voked to  find  how  largely  the  calembourgs  of 
Paris  had  exercised  themselves  upon  the  vanities 
and  foibles  of  the  young  adventurer, — ^whose  affec- 
tation of  the  air  and  address  of  Louis  XV.  ex- 
posed him-  to  the  bitter  sneera  of  the  French 
courtiers  envious  of  his  personal  attractions, — Sir 

VOL.  III.  c 
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Charles  wbb  apprehensive  that  some  nmioiir  in- 
jarioos  to  his  repatatioii  as  tpi  iamme  du  grand 
mondt  might  precede  his  arrival  at  St.  Peters- 
harp. 

*'  I  was  b^imung  to  fear,  my  dear  Stanislas," 
cried  he,  on  welcoming  his  proi6gi  to  Lmdon, 
^*  that  yon  had  renoonced  all  thoo^ts  of  rejoia- 
ing  me ;  or  that  the  head-coachman  of  E«rope^ 
(as  my  friend  Fritz  of  Potsdam  fiicetioosly  deno^ 
minates  his  Excellency  of  Choiseoly)*  had  cUpped 
a  bridle  over  yonr  head." 

*^  My  ties  to  Paris  were  fortanatdy  of  a  softer 
natore!"  Usped  Poniatofski,  in  his  newly*aocpiired 
tone  of  suffisance^  "  softer,  perhaps,  than  I  coald 
wish  them !" — 

*'  You  are  softer  than  I  could  wish  yon !" 
cried  Williams,  petulantly :  "  Said  I  not  to  you 
at  parting,  *in  England  beware  the  mob, — in 
Spain,  the  inquisition,  —  in  Turkey,  the  bow^ 
string; — but  in  Paris — ^the  double-edged  sword 
of  ridicule, — a  weapon,  tipped  like  the 
trees  of  Java,  in  deadly  Upas  juice  T" — 

*  HittoricaL 
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'*  I  am  not  aware  of  haying  been  more  ridi- 
culooB  thanl  eduld  help,  since  I  mw  yon  last !" 
respooded  Stanislas,  with  li  smile. 

•*  Well  knswered  !-^ve  you  joy,  Stanislas  !'* 
cried  Sir  -  Charles,  relaxing  from  his  angry  mood : 
"  There  spoke  tl^e  Utter' Uood  of  Michael  Czar^ 
toryski,  thriee^  refined  in  the  istill  of  Grimm  and 
Holbach !— Oh !  thes^  wit-mills  of  Paris !— who 
could  pass  theiif'  magid  hopper  without  harring 
the  last  partiele  of  bhm  winnowed  fft»n  his  ehaffy 
intdlectsr  .  -  ' 

*^  I, am. glad  to  see  yoa  meny,''  said  Stanislas, 
"  even  at  my  own  ei^pease. ;  more^  particularly  as 
inferring  that  Newcastle hbagiten  the  pledge; — 
and  that  I^  sah>te  your  ej^cellent  Excellency, 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  tp  all  the  Russias?" — 

"  Faith»  the  thing  hast  cost  me  more  ^ains 
and  vexatioa  thn  might  have  made  ten  king^ 
of  Poland, — This  cabinet  of  Englapd,  Stanislas, 
is  worse  to  deal  withal  than  any  diplomatic  con- 
gregation since  the  sittings  of  Pandemonium, — 
saying  always  your  pragmatical  diet  of  the  Re- 
public.   The  souls  of  Englishmen  lie  so  fieir  from 

c  2 
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the  8ar£ftce,  that  one  miut  prick  and  pricks- 
bore  and  bore,— ere  one  can  be  sore  the  thick- 
skinned  Starodubi  (I  speak  it  Sclavonically)  ap- 
prehend one's  meaning.  And  even  at  laat,  after 
making  .way. through  the  rude,  rough,  gnarled 
outerK^oatmg,  we  penetrate  only  to  the  smooth 
but  repulsive  inner-bark  of  apathy, — or  the  flimsj 
cuticle  of  conscientiousness." 

'*  On  the  which,  with  a  golden  stylos^  your 
will  or  wishes  are  to  be  enr^istered?'' — 

"  Cry  you  mercy  !  — Tfuit^  my  dear  boy,  is 
Petersburg  policy,"  —  said  the  diplomat.  *'In 
London,  as  in  Algebra,  all  things  are  represented 
by  quantities.  When  I  say  to  the  Minister,  *  my 
Lord  l)uke  or  Sir  Robert,  I  solicit  the  honour  of 
representing  his  Majesty's  three  kingdoms  at  the 
Coui*t  of  Russia,'  I  add,  in  interpretation  of  the 
claim,  *  seeing  that  in  his  Majesty's  Lower  House, 
I  command  nine  voices  with  the  utmost  enmity 
of  the  Pulteney  parly ;  and  in  the  Upper, — but 
a  truce  to  politics ! — ^Rather  let  me  inquire  how 
goes  the  migraine  of  Madame  la  Pr^sidente ; — 
h()yr  runs  the  last  vitriolic  lampoon  of  the  Dn 
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Deffimd;   and  the  Idols  of  the  Temple,*  who 
worships,  and  who  blasphemes  V* — 

**  I  have  more  billets  d  vignette  for  you,  my 
dear  chevalier,  than  the  officers  at  Dover  could 
well  be  persuaded  to  let  me  import,  as  waste 
paper,  duty  free.     But  when  do  you  sail  for  our 

new  Carthage  l"  — 

**  When  the  Jews  (from  whom  I  have  been 
extorting,  like  King  John  of  blessed  memory, 
a  tithe  portion  of  their  substance,)  will  dole  out 
to  me,  in  light  guineas,  enough  to  accoutre  my 
ragged  regiment  of  lacqueys  in  liveries  of  the 
Hanbury  colour,  and  the  court  lacing !  *  111  not 
march  through  C!oventry  with  them,  that's  flat,' 
till  the  rogues  are  put  into  condition  to  figure  in 
the  eyes  of  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Holstein.  It 
cost  me  my  last  ducat  in  palm-money  to  C!ount 
Briihl's  ooiifidential  gentleman's  gentleman  at 
Warsaw,  to  ascertain  how  often  my  locks  were 
picked,  and  my  seals  lifted  by  his  Polish  Majes- 
ty's Saxon  Minister  of  State ;  and  behold  I  am 
a  bankrupt-marlyr  to  the  interests  of  my  coun- 

*  The  Conti  Fluty. 
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try.  But  80  soon  as  the  spell-sealed  chests  of 
the  Exchequer  shall  undose,  &«  by  act  of  Par- 
liament bound,  and  honour  my  Excellency's 
Bills  of  Exchange  to  the'  amount  of  my  outfits- 
have  at  you  mighty  Bestucheffl  —  and  see  that 
I  make  not  the  palace  of  ice  too  hot  to  hold  yon. 
By  the  beard  of  the  Patriarch !  (abbireTiated  by 
the  wise  policy  of  his  government,)  I  long  to  set 
the  Neva  on  fire,  and  have  a  peep  at  this  Imperial 
cynosure  of  Stettin." 

«« I  would  I  were  about  to  witness  the  adiieve- 
ment  !**— cried  Stanislas,  despondingly. 

^'  Whatl^^think  you  that  while  you  have  been 
wool-gathering  at  the  feet  of  the  Prinoesse  de 
Beauvau  or  laurel-gathering  at  ihose  of  Sophie 
Amoult,  I  have  been  unmindful  of  your  interests! 

« 

No! — Prince  Michael  and  his  lady-sister  have 
pledged  themselves  that  you  shall  reside  in  my 
household  so  long  as  I  luxuriate  upon  cawiar  and 
sterlet  soup ;  and  imless  you  care  to  play  at  pitch 
and  toss  with  me  on  the  waves  of  the  Baltic,  in 
his  Majesty's  fi*igate  the  Astrea,  you  must  return 
anon  to  Warsaw;  that  we  may  meet  again — not  at 
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Philippi,  my  brave  Republican!  —  bat  in  the 
palace  of  the  Tzars ; — where  I  give  you  three 
weeks  to  work  your  way  into  the  heart  of  the 
Duchess  of  Holstein." 

**  A  thousand  thousand  thanks,  my  best,  my 
most  considerate  friend !"  cried  Stanislas,  seizing 
his  hands. 

**  Profit  meanwhile  by  my  insolvency  to 
learn  something  of  London  and  its  lions.  You 
shall  see  anon  the  jaunty  Chesterfield  mincing 
nothings  in  the  ears  of  Lady  Fanny ;  or  hear 
him  rounding  his  balloon-like  periods  in  those 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  to  acquaint  his  loving 
Peers — ^the  Dowagers — that  they  were  bom  twelve 
days  nearer,  than  they  dreamed  of  to  the  creation 
of  their  common  father  !* — ^You  shall  behold  the 
three  headed  Cerberus  which  barked  Sir  Robert 
out  of  office; — ^you  shall  look  upon  Bubb  Dod  and 
Pelham,-*-Rigby  and  Murray; — and  be  looked 
upon  fay  the  £Edr  Chudleigh  and  her  royal  mistress, 
whom  the  scandalous  chronicles  assert  to  be  some 

*ChMterfleld  dUttingidabed  himaelf  by  a  speech  on  the  alter- 
fttion  of  the  style. 
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Other  person's  rojal  mistress. — Yon  shall  bow  low 
to  Princess  Emilys  and  lower  to  my  Lady  Yar* 
mouthy — ^yoa  diall  see  the  mouldering  heads  of  the 
traitor  lords  at  Temple  Bar;  and  the  blundering 
heads  of  the  traitor  Lords  who  in  spite  of  himself 
haye  made  William  of  Cumberland  a  hero.  You 
shall  see  the  butt  of  my  brother  balladmongers» 
— ^his  Earlship  of  Bath, 


Pultmey,  who  track*d  tbe  finrett  fum 
For  a  Right  Honoarmble  luuiie 

ToGBUkia  Tixcnbyf 


You  shall  see  the  Lady  Caroline  Fitzroy,  and 
lose  your  heart ; — ^you  shall  see  the  Mar^piis,  her 
gallant  ooz,  and  lose  your  purse." 

**  Twill  be  little  worth  his  having !''  said  Poni- 
ato&ki.  "  I  may  visit  Newmarket  in  safe^ ; — ^not 
a  feather  remains  in  my  wing  for  further  pluck- 
ing."- 

"That's  unlucky! — ^for  as  Lady  Betty  Ger- 
maine  hath  it,  the  Danae-like  cosmogony  of  the 
beau  motide  is  ever  at  the  mercy  of  a  shower  of 
gold. — But  M  imporie! — Try  another  engme  of  at- 
tack.— Beat  your  drum,  noble  Captain ;  and  the 
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Tarlets  of  fiiahion  will  fly  before  you  like  ParoUes 
in  the  play." 

"To  what  end  r 

"  Nothing  like  startling  Englishmen  into  ad- 
miration!— ^With  a  solemn  gait,  a  grave  counte- 
nance and  a  few  magniloquent  words,  a  man  may 
make  his  fortune  in  London ;  particularly  if  he  can 
compass  the  honour  of  being  persecuted  by  the 
court,  or  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney  Oeneral." 

"  I  fear  I  have  no  time  for  the  difficult  task  of 
putting  such  complicated  machinery  in  motion." 

"Difficult?  —  Tis  as  easy  as  Ijring!  —  Talk 
metaphysics  to  the  ladies,  and  they  will  take 
you  for  a  conjuror; — and  morality  to  the  men, 
and  they  will  mistake  you  for  a  Hemhtitter.  Our 
British  are  much  to  seek  in  such  matters :  and 
had  Frederick  the  Prince  been  spared  to  become 
Frederick  the  King,  he  would  have  done  well 
to  sprinkle  ashes  over  his  kingdom  and  engird 
it  in  sackcloth,  in  penance  at  once  of  its  sin 
and  its  hypocrisy." 

"  Yet  in  Paris,  ^ou  English  are  cited  as  models 
of  domestic  virtue !" —   • 

c6 
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''  Poflfiibly ! —  for  in  Paris^  Beelzebub  himadf 
becomes  St.  Satan  I — ^Virtnes,  public  or  domestie, 
are  comparative.  The  domestic!^  of  England, 
my  dear  StanidaSy  consists  in  a  sort  of  double 
selfishness.  With  us,  ^otism  rides  upon  a  pillkm. 
Instead  of  existing,  like  the  French,  as  part  of  a 
community,  my  lord  Dai*by  retires  to  his  country 
seat  to  be  petted  by  my  lady  Joan ;  and  my  lady 
Joan  is  content  to  love  honour  and  obey  her  lord 
Darby,  because  she  profiteth  much  by  her  position 
as  his  wife.  It  is  their  common  object  to  render 
each  other  and  themselves  as  comfortable  as  pos- 
sible ; — to  eat  drink  and  sleep  as  much  and  as 
daintily  as  they  can ; — and  for  the  rest  of  the  uni- 
verse, (as  die  Turkish  Ambassador  said  to  me 
once  at  Versailles,  in  reference  tp  the  quarrek  of 
Prussia  and  Austria,)  what  matter  if  the  dog 
beat  the  hog,  or  the  hog  the  dogl — ^And  so  much 
for  the  domestic  union  of  the  English ; — a  modi- 
fication of  sensual  egotism  !**— * 

Such  was  the  man  selected  to  become  the 
Mentor  of  Stanislas  Poniatofiki ; — a  Professor  in 
vice,— or  as  Louis  XIV.  said  of  his  nephew  the 
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Regent  **  un  Jimjaron  de  crimei  quHl  n'  osoit  com- 
mettreJ"  Sach  the  master  of  the  ceremonies  by 
whom  the  yomig  diplomat  was  about  to  be  pre- 
sented in  the  trying  court  of  the  Empress  Eliza- 
beth, and  prompted  in  his  wily  ooortship  of  the 

Grand  Duchess  of  Holstein. 


CHAPTER   VI. 


There  is  a  mj^stery,  with  which  relation 
Durst  never  meddle — in  the  soul  of  state. 

SHlKSPEAtt*. 


If  the  habits  of  seclusion  exacted  by  the  Empress 
of  the  young  Duchess  of  Holstein  retarded  for  a 
>vhile  the  realization  of  the  flighty  projects  con- 
ceived by  the  English  Ambassador,  the  success 
of  Stanislas  Poniatofski  at  the  Court  of  Peters- 
burg was  not  the  less  positive  or  the  less  remark- 
able. Introduced  by  Sir  Charles  Williams,  in 
defiance  of  all  established  etiquette  at  the  table 
of  Elizabeth,  he  was  soon  distinguished  by  her 
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especial  fitvoar ;  and,  within  a  few  months  of  his 
arrival  in  Russia,  the  Count  was  recalled  to 
Warsaw  by  the  Czartoryski  fiBimily,  to  be  honour- 
ed by  a  mission  from  the  King  of  Poland  to  the 
Imperial  Court.  Already  the  ambitious  hopes 
of  his  parents  seemed  in  a  train  for  realization. 
Fomica,  the  astrologer,  was  no  longer  in  existence 
to  be  consulted  for  new  auguries ;  but  his  ori- 
ginal prediction  was  not  forgotten,  and  in  taking 
leave  of  her  son  after  his  ominous  investiture  with 
the  order  of  the  White  Eagle,  Countess  Po- 
niato&ki  did  not  scruple  to  mingle  with  her 
adieus  an  apostrophe,  somewhat  resembling  that 
of  the  beldames  of  Forres  to  him  that  **  should 
be  king  hereafter/' 

The  Imperial  Court  teemed,  indeed,  with 
adventurers  of  the  Polish  nation  eager  to  share 
the  golden  crumbs  falling  from  a  table,  spread 
by  the  hands  of  sensuality  and  profusion.  Eliza^- 
beth,  to  whom  increasing  years  imparted  new 
vice8,-^who  would  remain  on  her  knees  hour  after 
hour  before  the  picture  of  a  favourite  saint,  only 
to  rise  and  induce  in  inebriating  draughts  of  ar- 
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dent  spirits, — was  saspeeted  of  a  dengn  agsinsl 
the  life  or  liberty  of  her  nqihew  the  Duke  of  Hoi- 
stein.  Detesting  and  dreadiog  the  wife  she  had 
herself  chosen  for  him,  the  JEmprcss  had  done  her 
utmost  to  embitter  the  life  of  the  joong  Dudiess ; 
and  no  sooner  was  their  manage  distmhed  hj 
rnatnal  jealousy  and  discontent,  than  the  Em- 
press presented  them  with  the  palace  of  Onr 
<iienbaum  as  a  prison  in  whieh  they  must  endure 
eadi  other's  society,  rather  than  as  an  appropriate 
residence  for  the  heir  apparent  of  the  Empire. 

Even  in  their  retirement,  Elizabeth  mana^gei 
to  discover  motives  for  dissatis&ction  in  their 
conduct;  and  when  it  was  pointed  out  to  her 
by  Count  Razumofiyd  (to  whom  she  was  now 
secretly  united,)  that  the  Duke  of  Holstein's  in- 
fatuated admiration  of  the  military  habits  of  the 
King  of  Prussia  was  a  pretext  to  surround  himself 
with  a  chosen  body  of  troops,  these  German  r^ 
giments  were  surrounded  by  a  sufficient  detach- 
ment of  native  soldiery  to  convert  the  fortified 
palace  of  Oranitobaum  into  a  mere  state  prism. 

^uch  was  the  poution  of  affieurs,  when-  the 
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predilection'  saddenly  conceived  and  awarded  by 

the  Grand  DnchesB  for  the  Polish  Envoy,  gave  a 
new  direction  to  the  epeculations  of  the  Court. 
Vun  as  he  was,  the  ooansels  of  his  friend  the 
Chevalier  induced  Stanislas  to  desire  a  less  lavish 
exhibition  of.  her  attachment.  But  Catherine, 
having  recently  found  her  advantage  in  breaking 
through  the  awe  with  which,  in  the  earlier  days  of 
her  marriage  the  am^ance  of  the  Empress  had 
ini^ired  her,  and  strong  in  her  knowledge  of  the 
weaknesses  and  vices  of  Elizabeth,  —  gloried  in 
the  display  of  her  own  attachment  to  Poniatofski ; 
and  with  the  aid  of  her  partizan,  the  Chancellor 
Bestucheff  secured  dandestinq  interviews  with  her 
lover  in  the  very  palace  of  her  husband.  With 
the  Duke  of  Holstein  indeed  the  Count  contrived 
to  ingratiate  himself,  almost  as  much  as  with 
herself;  flattering  the  German  prejudices  of  the 
half-imbecile  Peter,-T-smoking  and  drinking  with 
him,-:-passing  the  morning  in  reviewing  his  favour^ 
ite  Holsteiner  brigade ;  and  the  evening  in  those 
theatrical  exhibitions  with  which  he  loved  to  recal 
to  mind  the  language  and  usages  of  Germany. 
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"  Tis  your  only  policy,  my  dear  boy !"  cried 
Sir  Charles ;  who,  looking  upon  the  fortunes  of 
Poniatofski  as  the  work  of  his  own  hands,  and 
making  his  friend's  influence  with  the  future  Em- 
press a  cement  of  his  connections  with  Bestucheff, 
was  doubly  interested  in  his  success.  ''  The  beer- 
muddled  boor  must  be  kept  quiet  till  we  can  find 
room  for  him  at  Schlussebuigh  to  smoke  away  the 
remainder  of  his  days  with  his  cousin  Prince 
Ivan.  En  attendant^  drown  his  Highness's  cu- 
riosity in  potations  of  quass  to  the  honour  of 
Romanowna  Voronzoff ;  and  leave  him  not  the 
use  of  his  legs  to  wander  about  the  corridors  of 
Oranienbaum, — ^peeping,  prying,  and  asking  idle 
questions." 

**  It  costs  me  half  a  day's  purificati<m  ere  I 
can  with  propriety  present  myself  in  the  circle  of 
the  Grand  Duchess  after  one  of  his  filthy 
carouses !"— cried  Poniatofski,  with  a  look  of 
nausea. 

*'  Ay !  is  it  even  so  ?*'— -cried  Williams,  seizing 
him  by  the  sleeve  and  examining  his  countenance 
with  curiosi^.    <*  Are  my  friend  Princess  Dasz- 
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koffs  scandals  for  once  well-founded, — and  does 
the  lovely  Dolgorucki  command  so  wondrous 
a  share  in  your  reverence?  —  Nay,  man!  nay; 
never  deny  it ! — ^Think  you  I  can  swallow  a  camel 
of  such  dimensions  as  the  notion  that  you  care  one 
rush  of  the  Neva  for  the  whims  and  fancies  of 
Dame  Holstein  yonder ;-  who,  you  well  know, 
would  kiss  the  dust  under  your  boots,  even  were 
they  greased  with  the  rank  dainty  of  her  future 
subjects  ?  —  No ! — Stanislas !  my  Prince — King — 
Emperor, — ^no  !** — 

"  Prudence,  prudence,  I  beseech  you,  my  dear 
Chevalier  !"— 

"Nay,  why  so  coy  on  the  subject  when  she 
herself  at  supper  last  night  at  Princess  Dasz- 
koflTs, — drank  to  you  as  the  future  sovereign  of 
Poland  !•'— 

"  By  such  rashness,  the  Duchess  will  draw 
upon  us  both  the  deadly  enmity  of  the  Em- 
press"— 

"  And  despatch  you  to  Tobolsk  in  a  hibitha\ 
this  fine  weather  with  the  pretty  Dolgorucki ;  her 
tongue  Philomelized  like  those  of  the  Countesses 
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her  ooufiiiiB,*  after  being  knouted  bjr  the  paUic 
^ecatiooers  !*' — 

**Not  another  word !"  cried  Stanislas  with  in- 
dignation. ^*  Princess  .Dolgorucki  having  no  share 
in  the  adventure,  it  is  needless  to  pro&ne  her 
name  by  such  allusions/' 

*'  It  i$  then,  as  I  suspected!" — thought  Sr 
Charles,  turning  his  horse  in  another  direction  and 
riding  off  to  re-consider  the  case.  '*  With  the  usual 
perversity  of  human  nature,  Poniatofski,  wooed  by 
a  princess,  would  willingly  weave  ballads  to  the 
^ebrow  of  her  waiting  maid ! — ^Yes !  Did  yonder 
fair  statue  of  snow  but  relax  firom  her  dignity  to 
smile  upon  him,  this  wrong-headed  boy  would  not 
scruple  to  palter  with  his  future  crown  for  the  sake 
of  a  garland  of  hedge  roses ! — ^It  must  be  looked 
to.  —  Let  the  Duchess  but  obtain  an  insight  into 
the  state  of  his  feelings,  and  instead  of  anoint- 
ment  from  the  Bishop  of  Gnesna,  my  young  firiend 
may  chance  to  quaff  one  of  those  Tophanic  draughts 
which  my  fiedr  fnend  Daszkoff  accuses  Ludchen 

*  The  beantifiil  CoimteiMS   LtpooUn  and  Bcstudwfl^ 
tODfpiei  wen  cut  out  preFioui  to  tbeir  exile  to  Siberia. 
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the  nurse,  and  Ludchea  the  none  accuses  my 

fair  friend  Dasskoff;  of  so  much  skill  in  con- 
cocting I-^I  will  take  care  to  get  a  word  of  warn* 
ing  breathed-in  the  ear  of  Razumofiki^^^  SIovo  i 
deto  r  *  Bestacbeff  may  perdiance  be  the  worse 
for  it;  bat  eren  should  he  be  despatched  on  a 
journey  two  thousand  miles: toward  Pdun,.  the 
Chancellor  will  find  plenty  of  relatiyes  and  ex- 
ministers  besides  his  old  chum  in  tneaaiyn,  Lestok, 
to  make  up  his  rubber  at  I^kuldt.-»Unle0B  I  can 
get  Stanislas  sent  back  to  Warsaw,  all  ialost/' 

And  thus,  while  the  whole  court,  the  whole 
eity,  and  more  particularly  the  young  Duchess 
herself,  accused  the  Duke  of  CSourland  as  the 
origin  of  their  separation,  their  own  espedal 
friend  and  confidant  the  English  Envoy y^^-Jle'wbo 
had  fiusilitated  in  his  own  residence  their  earliest 

rendezvous, — was  the  secret  enemy  who  induced 
the  Duke  of  Holstein  to  demand  the  intenrenilaon 

of  Elizabeth.  Poniatofski  was  hastily  recalled — 
Bestucheff  exiled, — Princess  Daszkoff  sent  off  to 

*  Words  And  facts ;  the  fiital  watchword  of  the  Secret  Commit- 
lee  of  St  Petenbnrg* 
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her  frmily  residence  at  Moeoow ;  while  Williams, 
like  a  cunning  spider  having  spread  his  nets  with 
care  and  dexterity, — ^lay  perdu  on  the  furthest 
filament  watching  the  miserable  flies  entangled 
to  their  destruction.  Satisfied  that  he  had  done 
his  utmost  to  preserve  to  Count  Poniatofeki  his 
prospects  of  a  crown,  he  anticipated  new  honours 
and  benefits  to  himself  firom  the  aggrandisement 
of  his  firiend;  little  dreaming  that  the  infirm 
Empress,  whose  excesses  were  the  subject  of  his 
daily  mockery,  would  survive  him ; — ^that  when 
the  coronation  hymn  of  Stanislas  Augustus  re- 
sounded in  the  Cathedral  at  Krakow,  hb  should 
be  low  in  the  dust : — having  given  up  his  mock* 
ing  and  unclean  spirit  in  a  paroxysm  of  mental 
aberration ! — 

Meanwhile,  though  Stanishis  Poniatofiki  was 
(Considered  by  the  multitude  to  return  to  Warsaw 
a  disgraced  courtier^  it  by  no  means  followed 
that  he  was  a  disgraced  man. — The  king,  urged 
by  the  representations  of  his  son,  received  him 
coldly,  and  his  kinsmen  of  the  Ciartoryski 
family,  with  reproaches.    But  to  have  been  the 
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lover  of  a  young  and  beautiful  Princess  was 
held  no  dishonour  among  the  young  magnats 
his  companions;  and. to  be  the  regretted  and 
still  cherished  lover  of  the  heiress  of  an  Em- 
pire aflforded  him  a  species  of  consideration 
even  with  the  old.  —  It  was  known  that  the 
in&tuated  Dudiess  of  Holstein  still  managed  to 
correspond  with  him ; — that  a  man  distinguished 
as  Breteuil,  the  Ambassador  of  France,  deigned  to 
be  their  medium  of  communication ;  and  the  en- 
creasing  infirmities  of  Elizabeth,  and  her  open  de- 
clarations in  favour  of  the  Grand  Duke  Paul,  whom 
in  the  public  theatre  she  presented  in  her  arms  to 
the  acclamations  of  her  guards,  imparted  a  new 
species  of  consequence  to  the  grand  Duchess.  It 
appeared  certain  that  if  not  the  wife,  she  would 
be  mother  to  the  future  Emperor ! — and  already 
the  young  Polish  nobles  who  had  witnessed  at 
St.  Petersburg  her  indiscreet  manifestations  of 
attachment  to  their  handsome  countryman,  spoke 
openly  of  Stanislas  Poniatofski  as  successor  to 
Augustus  III. — 

Through    good    and    evil    report,    however. 
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Count  Stanislas  maintained  on  the  subject  an  nn- 
changeldble  reserve ; — ^imprefiefaig  the  minds  of  all 
around  lam  with  an  (^mion  that  his  peace  of  mind 
had  received  its  death«>blow.  Nor  was  it  strange 
that  a  Prinoesa  young  and>  Id^rely  as  the  grand 
Duchess  should  hare  obtuned  so  strong  an  in* 
fluence.  PoniatoGsid,  by  nature  the  most  romantie 
of  men, — a  quoter  of  poetry,  a  weeper  at  romances, 
an  enAuaast  in  his  attachments, — had  been  seen 
by  the  galls^t  suite  elected  by  Augustus  to 
attend  the  Duke  ef  Ckmrland  at  the  Russian 
court,  a  devotee  at  the  feet  of  Catherine  <^ 
Holstem;  and  mow,  no  longer  mingling  in  the 
pleasureir  of  the  court  or  the  magnificent  huntmg 
parties  Whidi  formed  the  ^delight  of  the  declining 
years  of  Augustus,  he  ^seduded  lumself  from  so* 
ciety  on  pretence  of  derbting  H^ipfifilf  to  cherish- 
ment  of  his  attachment*  —  His  mien  was  always 
grave — his  silence  mournful.  —  In  the  Dietines 
of  his  native  province,  in  the  troubled  councils 
arising  from  the  outrages  of  the  Russian  aimy 
in  the  Northern  provinces,  he  seemed  to  stand 
aloof  from  the  general  interests  of  the  king- 
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doniy  absorbed  in  visioiiB  of  still  more  engrose- 
iiKg  importance.  —  It  was  not  yet  his  cue  to 
appeal  to  the  sympathy  of  his  coontry.  His 
election  to  the  throne  was  still  insecure; — and 
to  the  enthralment  of  the  future  Empress  were 
his  efforts  still  addressed.  Every  fresh  personage 
arriving  at  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg  from 
that  of  Warsaw,  brought  tidmgs  of  Poniatofikrs 
increasing  melancholy  and  self-seclusion. 

Little,  indeed,  did  these  babblers, — ^little  did 
father,  mother,  kinsman,  friend, — conjecture  the 
real  source  of  his  sorrow^ — ^the  true  motive  of 
his  conduct, — or  the  nature  of  the  visions  tibat 
haunted    his    solitude!  —  The    better   angel    of 
Stanislas  had  effectually  neutralized  the  evil  in- 
fluence of  Williams ; — a  pure  and  virtuous  affec* 
tion  had  taken  possession  of  his  heart ;  —  and 
that  first  and  best  of  influences,  the  tenderness 
of  a  noble-minded  woman,  now  unfolded  new 
views  to  his  mind, — ^new  aspirations, — new  am- 
bition.—From  the  moment  of  his  critical  fl%hl 
trora  Oranienbaum,  he  had  become  a  prey  to 
unquiet  thoughts.    He  knew,  (for  a  letter  from 


48  THE   MILL   OF 

the  hand  of  Catherine  apprized  him  of  the  fact) 
that  the  hody  of  the  boatman  slain  in  afigisting 
his  escape  had  been  conveyed  into  the  fortress. 
But  he  knew  not,  nor  could  conjecture, — what 
results  had  awaited  Azinia's  rash  concessions  in 
his  favour.  —  The  name  of  Princess  Dolgomcki 
was  never  mentioned  by  Catherine ;  Sir  Charles 
Williams  had    already  quitted  St.  Petersburg; 
and  as  letters  committed  to  the  common  post, 
and  more  particularly  his  letters,  were  certain 
to  be  subjected  to  scrutiny,  Poniatofski  dared  not 
address  to   his  correspondents  an  inquiry  on  so 
delicate  a  subject.     Her  indiscretion  had  perhaps 
been  pointed  out  to  the  reprehension  of  the  Em- 
press by  the  Princess  she  had  presumed  to  rival. — 
Perhaps,  affecting  to  discern  a  colouring  of  political 
treachery  in  her  furtive  interview  with  the  Polish 
Ambassador, — she  might   have  been  dismissed 
the  household,  —  exiled,  —  imprisoned  ? —  Innu- 
merable were  the  afflicting  images  he  conjured 
up  to  distract  his  mind ! 

It  was  now  the  business  of  his  day  to  recal  to 
mind   all   he  had  ever  heard  of  Axinia  Dolgo- 
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rucki,  and  to  remember  with  triumphant  delight 
that  from  the  arrogant  Catherine  down  to  the  pro- 
fligate Williams,  not  one  word  of  disparagement 
had  ever  reached  his  ears;  that  throughout  the 
Court,  indinduals  of  all  parties  and  of  either  sex, 
had  confirmed  his  admiration  by  testimonials  to 
the  parity  of  her  life,  the  virtues  of  her  character. 
But  it  was  also  the  business  of  his  nights  when  no 

jealous  eye  was  watching,  to  recal  to  mind  with 
rapturous  fondness — ^her  words,  — ^her  counsels, — 
her  gracious  gentleness ; —  the  image  of  her  sur- 
passing beauty, — her  energy, — ^her  courage, — her 
superhuman  dignity  and  grace.  His  cousin,  Ca- 
lixta  Czartoryska,  the  playmate  and  friend  of 
Azinia  during  her  residence  in  Poland,  became 
his  favourite  companion.  The  chamber  appro- 
priated to  Xinieszka's  infancy  at  Pulawy  he  now 
chose  for  his  own ; — and  it  was  there  he  meditated 
upon  her  lessons,  and  upbraided  his  own  blind- 
ness in  so  tardy  a  recognition  of  her  merits ! 

The  death  of  the  Empress  Elizabeth  soon 
gave  a  new  direction  to  his  projects. — Still  infa- 
tuated   by  the  auguries  of  the  Italian  cabalist, 

VOL.  III.  D 
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and  worshipping  the  influence  of  the  talisman 
bestowed  by  Catherine  of  Holstein  in  pledge 
of  his  future  aggrandizement,  —  he  dreaded  the 
impossibility  of  associating  his  new  idol  with  lus 
ambitious  projects.  But  the  Duke  of  ConrUod 
had  recently  given  his  hand  clandestinely  hot 
legitimately  to  one  of  the  fair  subjects  of  bis 
father  ;*  and  encouraged  by  this  auspicious  prece- 
dent, Poniatofski  determined  to  leave  his  o^ 
destinies  to  the  derelopement  of  time:  content^ 
ing  himself,  from  day  to  day,  with  musing  upon 
Axinia,  —  shaping  his  courses  according  to  i^r 
instructions, — praying  for  her,  weeping  for  he^f 
and  cursing  the  complication  of  interests  and 
influences  which  still  held  them  asunder. 

•  Franxiika  KrannikA. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Come  on  Sir ! — ^Now  you  set  yoar  foot  on  shore 

In  HMM  4r6«  ;*^-4iere'8  Che  riek  Pttu  t 

And  there  within,  Sir,  are  the  gpolden  mines 

Of  Solomon's  Ophir,    He  was  saQing  to  't 

Thitqp  years  $ — but  we  have  reach'd  it  in  ten  months. 

Bbn  Jonuom, 


But  althongh,  on  the  aocession  of  the  Duke  of 
Hoktem  to  the  throne  of  his  ancestora.  Count 
Stanislas  affected  to  aheent  himself  from  St.  Peters- 
burg and  refrain  from  laying  his  homage  at  the 
feet  of  the  illustrious  individual  so  deeply  pledged 
to  his  future  advancement,  solely  in  conisderation 
for  the  interests  of  the  new  Empress, — Catherine 
was  no  longer  deceived.  One  motive  alone  could 
prevent  him  from  flying  to  her  arms,  and  worship- 
ping the  lustre  of  the  Imperial  crown  so  appro- 
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priately  adorning  her  lofty  brows.    She  was  super- 
seded in  his  afiPections ; — Oranienbaum  was  for- 
gotten ;  —or  remembered  only  as  connected  with 
associations  still  dearer  than  herself.    A  thooaand 
ciicmnstances  tended  to  confirm  the  fiict! — ^Axi- 
nia*s  confession  of  their  secret  interview,  and  her 
pertinacious  refusal  of  the  hand  of  Prince  Baratin- 
hoff  and  other  distinguished  nobles  of  the  Court, 
left  little  doubt  on  the  mind  of  Catherine  that  a 
secret  attachment  kept   alive   in  Azinia's  heart 
the  hope  of  a  future  union  with  Stanislas; — ^with 
the  deceiver,  —  traitor,  —  recreant,  —  whom   she 
had  rashly  promised  to  place  upon  the  throne  of 
Casimir  the  Great! — 

**  These  Polanders  have  made  a  mockery  of 
me!"  muttered  the  Empress,  as  she  stood  in  bit- 
ter meditation  before  the  golden  tiring  mirror* 
reflecting  her  beautiful  person  in  the  qplendoor 
of  her  Imperial  robes.     **  But  never  yet  was 
injury  practised   against  Sophia  of  Zerfast  that 
she  did  not  fiffcy-fold  repay ;  and"  dearly  shall  their 
factious  kingdom  atone  the   day  that  itedered 
the  name  of  Polska  hateful  in  my  ears! — Yes! 
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The  tears  of  the  Dolgonicki  shall  be  as  precious 
dew  exhaled  by  the  brilliant  sunshine  of  my 
dawning  fortunes.** — The  tears  of  a  subject  in  a 
despotic  Empire,  are  a  tax  easy  of  imposition ! 

And  yet  the  woman  thus  relentlessly  revenge- 
ful, was  herself  on  the  verge  of  ruin ! — It  was 

« 

known  in  the  Ci^ital  that  Peter  had  sworn  to 
repudiate  his  guilty  partner, — ^proclaim  the  ille? 
gitimacy  of  Paul  Petrovitz, — and  elevate  Romsr 
nowna  Woronzoff  to  the  throne;  and  that  a 
saite  of  state  apartments  was  constructing  by  his 
order  in  the  fortress  of  Schlusselburg  to  receive 
to  perpetual  imprisonment  the  lawless  heroine 
of  Oranienbaum ! — Rumours  of  the  approaching 
downfal  of  the  Empress  had  already  reached 
Warsaw;  and  while  the  abyss  lay  before  her 
Btill  unfathomed,  Stanislas, — ^the  partner  of  her 
guilt, — whose  hopes  of  preferment  rested  solely 
on  her  prosperity,  — who  had  sacrificed  all  reason- 
ble  prospects  of  advancement  to  the  pleasure  of 
building,  at  her  instigation,  golden  Chateaux  en 
Espagner —  Stanislas  had  the  mortification  of  be* 
holding  those  airy  fabrics  engulphed  in  a  quick-. 
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sand  before  his  eyes  1 — Like  the  Cretan  of  oM,  his 
'waxen  winga  having^  melted  in  his  aapiring  flight, 
he  lay  crushed  and  writhing  on  the  ground ; — de- 
rided fay  the  mockery  of  his  canstic  kinnnan,  and 
of  the  youthful  associates  whose  jealousy  was 
roused  by  his  pretensions.  He  beheld  his  nadre 
country  a  prey  to  those  iaetioiis  nobles  bom  like 
the  ofispring  of  the  Pelican  to  prey  upon  her  life- 
Uood ;  and  was  compelled  to  resign  all  hope  of 
ministering  to  her  salvation! — 

*.^  And  such, — dear  mother, — such  is  the  eloee 
of  our  fantastic  dream  !** — exclaimed  Stanislas  Is 
the  lofty-minded  Countess,  as  they  stood  together 
one  erening  watching  the  sun  set  orer  the  Bohe- 
mian mountains,  firom  the  terraee  of  the  old 
Castle  inhabited  by  Count  Poniatofski,  now  Kan- 
tellan  of  Krakovia. — *^  How  often  Madam,  oa  this 
very  spot,  have  you  impressed  upon  my  mind  the 
greamess  of  the  destinies  for  which  I  was  bom : 
and  the  necessity  of  anticipating  the  transfbrming 
touch  of  fortune,  by  dignity  of  demeanour  thought 
and  action.     Mother,  — ^  mother !  —  why  have  we 
thus  deceived  ourselves  ?*' — 
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"Said  not  the  heathen  philosopher  that  to 
dedde  npon  the  good  or  evil  fortune  of  a  mortal 
we  must  wait  his  end?" — said  the  Counte&8» 
gravely ; — for,  with  the  sai^uine  trust  of  woman's 
nature,  lier  faith  in  the  predictions  of  Fomica  was 

yet  unextinguished*    "  You  are  young,  Stanislas. 

> 

The  progress  of  the  wheel  will  yet  enable  you 
to  stand  forth  and  gather  the  treasures  scattered 
by  the  blind  goddess  in  her  erratic  course." 

"  See  !'*  cried  Stanislas,  pointing  to  a  cumbrous 
bank  of  clouds  into  which  the  sim  had  already 
sunk.^ — "Yonder  heavy  vapours  have  anticipated 
the  appointed  hour.  It  is  not  yet  twilight  ;-^but 
the  brightness  of  our  day  is  lost !  ** 

"  Nay !  since  you  must  needs  read  auguries 
in  the  sky,"  replied  the  CJountess,  labouring  for 
his  sake  to  assume  a  more  cheerful  tone ;  "  observe 
how  the  reflected  light  of  the  departed  day  yet 
lingers  over  our  heads,  and  remember,  that  even 
yonder  bank  of  clouds 

'  Gives  promise  of  a  goodly  dsy  tomorrow:* " 

"We  have  need  of  it  '."—ejaculated  her  son. 
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— ^A  fihidow  tt  over  oar  house !  — We  har^  tee 
hmg  fiuided  oufBelTes  in  safe  moorings,  when 
in  fiict  the  diifting  send  afibrded  no  attchorage. 
I — 1 — modier,  who  dioold  have  becsi  your  rap- 
port IB  these  times  of  troable,  haye  wasted  mj 
dajs  ia  draamiBg  dreams,  and  am  fated  to  witnesB 
noAia^  Intt  the  disasters  of  those  I  love." 

«*If  iPosr  thov^ts  still  wander  to  the  golf 
of  Orawtftdt,**  said  the  Countess,  ^  let  it  be  in 
gratitude  to  Providence  that  you  have  escaped 
involvement  in  ruin,  which  your  best  efforts  couM 
■othaye  averted." 

^*  Rather  let  me  thank  Heaven  that  t  am 
incapable  of  such  abject  motives  of  ezultaticm,** 

cried  Stanislas,  fervently.  •*  No !  —  were  it  not 
fi>r  the  dread  of  renewing  a  connection  fatal  to 
every  dearer  hope  of  my  life,  —  to  every  hope 
which,  even  now  in  the  darkness  of  my  destiny 
I  am  still  permitted  to  cherish, — I  would  this  very 
i^^t,  depart  in  secret  for  St.  Petersburg,  and 
ylntfe  my  aid  is  imavailing,  tmder  at  least  die 
.  «i>ltti6J  homage  of  my  sympathy.** 

*  Who  comes  ?"«-i]iternipted  Countess  PoniA* 
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tofrka,  pointing  out  to  the  notice  of  Stanblas  a 
horseman  entering  the  gate  of  the  fortress  be- 
neath the  bastions  they  were  traversing,  whose 
tired  horse  seemed  exhausted  by  the  weight  of  a 
double  burthen. 

**  A  courier  from  Warsaw !"  said  Poniatofski' 
pausing  to  watch  his  parley  with  the  sentinel. 
**  He  bears  some  strange  package  at  his  saddle- 
bow ! — ^Briihl  has  perhaps  chosen  to  convey  artil- 
lery stores  or  some  such  ponderous  freightage, 
per  favour  of  a  royal  express !" 

"  Your  father  is  writing  in  his  ward-room," 
said  the  Countess,  carelessly.  —  "We  will  pre- 
sently join  him  and  learn  the  news  of  the  city. 
But  the  evening  is  mild,  and  I  seem  to  cling 
to  your  arm,  Stanislas,  as  though  I  should  not 
long  command  its  support.  You  love  to  make 
light  of  my  presages; — ^but  respect,  at  least,  a 
mother's  tenderness,  which  morning  and  night 
rises  in  prayers  to  heaven  for  a  son  who  will  yet 
live  to  bring  the  name  of  his  father  to  honour 
in  the  land  ! — But  whom  bring  they  to  meet  us  ?'» 
continued  the  Countess,  peering  anxiously  through 

D  5 


58  THE   HILL  OF 

the  gloom  which  already  overspread  the  terrace. 

"Aboy?"— 

''A  dwarf,"  replied  Stanislas,  IfetlesBly.  "Grcit 
God! — what  can  have  happened? — ^Tis  Ched- 
zim!"— cried  he,  rushing  towards  the  grizde-hctd- 
ed  old  Kalmuck  who,  on  percdving  the  Count, 
threw  himself  at  his  feet  with  a  thoosa&d  ecstt* 

contortions. 

"Speak— speak!'"  — cried  Stanislas,   breatb- 

lesswith  agitation.     **Whydo  I  see  you  here? 

— what  has  occurred  ? — is  she  well  ?  " — 
'*  Her  imperial  Majesty  is — " 
*'  No— no !— Axinia— the  Princess  !"— 
"  I  am  deputed  to  your  Excellency  with  gw^ 

ing  and  salutation  from- 


"Axinia,  —  my  own  Axinia!"  interruptcJ 
Poniatofski,— half  wild  with  apprehension. 

"With  greeting  and  salutation,"  persisted 
Countess  Poniatofska,  perceivmg  that  the  1j«1^ 
Tatar  was  fuming  with  indignation. 

*'I  come  here,  I  say,  charged  with  eccret 
despatches  by  Her  Imperial  Majesty,  CathenB^ 
the  Second,  Empress  of  all  the  Rusmas !"   cried 


Gbednm,  iatbe  toneofaConrt-crier;  aodtaking 
a  padcet  from  his  veat, 

"IleaTen  and  earth!— The  Emperor,  then  is 
xto  mcH«  !"~«tclaimed  Staiiialas. 

"  The  Emperor  u  no  more. — A  mighty  revo- 
lation  has  taken  pUce.  Peter  III.,  depend  bj 
ihe  will  of  the  nation,  sinks  back  into  the  Doke 
of  Holstein ;  and  Cathesime  reigns  an  abeolnte 
sororcign  over  Rnaua!  With  her  own  lipa  she 
bads  me  aalutb  yoo  hy  the  name  of  Staniilas 
AngOBtus. — Her  letters  tell  the  rest." — 

*<  My  son  I"  ejaculated  the  Coimtese,  falling 
upon  the  neck  of  Stanislas.  "The  oracle  is 
liilfilled.— Homage  to  the  fiitnre  King  of  Po- 
land!" 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


What  tnih  is  RMDe, 
What  ruhhiah  and  what  ofhl  when  It 
For  the  baae* matter  to  flluminate 
So  Tfle  a  thing  as  Cesar ! — 

Shakspeame, 


Hovras  passed  away.    The  heralds  of  Europe 

akeMdy  chronicled  the  dissolutioii  of  two  Euro* 

|(aa  sovereigns : — ^the  deposed  Tzai*  having  fidles 

^ndim  to   a  foul  conspiracy,  and  the  infirm 

)i]0i3tiis  to  the  influence  of  natural  decay.    Ca« 

the  Second  swayed  in  unmolested  supre- 

ihe  sceptre  of  Empire : — and  the  vacant 

«{ Poland  was  pledged  to  the  amhition  of 

^l    The  Empress  of  Russia  had  foigoiten 

tb 
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neither  the  promises   nor   the    projects  of  the 
Duchess  of  Holstein. 

Never  had  the  proud  city  of  the  Vistula 
assumed  so  degraded  an  aspect  as  during  that 
fatal  interregnum.  The  narrow  policy  of  the 
virtuous  but  feeble  Primate,  Regent  of  the  Re- 
public,— ^the  contentions  of  numerous  factions  of 
the  aristocracy,  —  and,  above  all,  the  despotic 
insolence  of  Prince  Repnin,  despatched  by  the 
Empress  to  uphold  the  symbols  of  her  authority, 
somewhat  relaxed  by  the  aged  Keyserling, — ^filled 
the  citizens  of  Warsaw  with  alai*m,  and  its  coun- 
cils with  dissension.  The  residences  of  the  three 
Russian  Generals  quartered  in  the  city,  were 
fortified  with  companies  of  artillery;  and  large 
detachments  of  Russian  troops  occupied  canton- 
ments in  the  suburbs.  In  defiance  of  the  will  of 
the  nation  and  the  menaces  of  foreign  cabinets, 
Poniato&ki,  the  minion  of  Oranienbaum,  was 
on  the  eve  of  ascending  the  throne  of  John 
Sobieski ! — 

From  the  announcement  of  the  death  of  Au- 
gustus, every  thing  had  foreshewn  this  degrading 
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consummatioii.    The  Czartoryski  par^  had  ton* 
centrated  in  the  person  of  the  joong  Gaunt  iht 
Tarious  intrigues   they  had  been  sererallj  and 
secretly  prosecuting ;  and,  satisfied  of  tlte  £niit- 
lessness  of  opposition  to  the  wilful  Catherine,  had 
resigned  in  honour  of  her  favourite  their   indi- 
vidual pretensions  to  the  throne.      Tlie  g^rand 
Chancellor,  despising  the  empty  Aow  of  sove- 
reignty, contented  himself  with  the  expectation 
of  becoming  on  his  nephew's  election  the  inodten- 
sible  legislator  of  his  native  country,  of  relbnnnig 
her  constitution  and  purifying  her  laws.  — Prince 
Augustus,  his  brother,  was  already  time-wearied 
of  the  anxions  and  tumultuous  cares  of  state ; — 
while  Prince  Adam,  his  only  son,  who  for  soise 
time  past  had  been  regarded  as  likely  to  share 
with  Poniatofski  at  the  Rokosz  of  election,  the 
protection  of  Russia,  was  wn^ght  upon  by  Ae 
aspiring  Countess  to  resign  his  personal  interests 
in  favour  of  her  son. 

Already  it  was  rumoured  throughout  the 
various  cabinets  of  Europe,  and  received  with 
eager  credit   in   the  coteries  of  Warsaw,   that 
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die  Into  cf  Oramenbanto  woald  reeeiYd  ti  tlie 
■ime  .aosi^niaos  mOfniuat,  ^  sceptre,  of  RepnUi- 
en  moBETi^y,  and  the  hmi  of  the  TzarinaJ — 
-And  who  could  veotarQ  tp.  oppose  preteneioiiB  weh 
MM  tboae  rtinfoeeed  by  the  hordes  of  triumphant 
Mtt8CQiT7J--*Th6  influence  of  the  Court  of  St. 
Feterdmrg  had  been  recently  refreshed  in  Poland 
by  the  payment  of  a  long  -  claimed  indencinifica* 
lMm»  and  its  ascendancy  confirmed  by  a  total 
defeat  of  die  Lithuanian  Confederation  armed 
by  Prince  Radzivil :  and  the  variouis  cabinets  of 
Europe  (whose  representatives  had  been  so  sin* 
gnlarly  involved  in  the  intrigue  conceded  by  Sir 
GhBrlcs  Hanbury  Williams  and  &voured  by  the 
Comte  de  Bretenil,)  found  their  only  safety  in 
applauding  the  generosity  with  which  t^e  Em- 
press of  Russia  affected  to  abandon  the  hereditaiy 
cause  of  the  House  of  Saxony,  and  **  leave  the 
election  of  a  native  Prince  to  the  free  choice  of 
the  citizens  of  Poland !" — 

JPrse  / — ^when  the  ordnance  of  her  armies  was 
already  established  in  the  capital ! — Free,  when 
the  palace  of  Poniatoftki  was  filled  with  oom^ 
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panies  of  armed  guards  ! — Free,  wiien  tbe    res^ 
ance  of  several  leading  MagnatB  was  <]Tialified  a^ 
treasonable  by  the  ukases  of  the  Empress  ; — 'fru^ 
when  a  sum  of  one  hundred  thousand  ducats  had 
been  despatched  for  the  corruption  of  the  Diet, — 
while  Catherine,  in  the  levity  of  her  pride  pcrinted 
out  at  a  court  gala  to  Ck>unt  Oginski  the  splen- 
dours of  her  diamond  necklace,  as  *^  rich  enough 
to  make  a  King  of  Poland  !*' — JRree,  when  the  pure 
Republicans,  headed  by  the  venerable  Branicki 
and   Malakouski,  had  been  compelled  to  with- 
draw from  the  degraded  city, — ^while  the  Senators, 
publicly  assuming  the  coloura  of  the  Czartorydci 
family,   pi*oclaimed  themselves  the  creatures  of 
a  faction !  — yVee,  when   the   crafty   warrior    of 
Prussia,  already  projecting  the  ruin  and  spolia- 
tion of  the  kingdom,  had  despatched  the  order 
of  the  Black  Eagle,  and  a  letter  of  gratulation 
to  the  new  aspirant  to  the  throne ! — 

Pre-assured  of  success,  the  ignominious  wages 
of  Russia  enabled  the  grandson  of  the  Lithuanian 
Ekonom  to  assume  the  splendours  of  r^al  state. — 
Already  the  toys  and  trinkets  of  royalty  w«ne  pre- 
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parecL — Hip  portrait,  bearing  the  robes  and  er- 
mine of  aayereignly,  waa  deapatched  to  Peters- 
buj^  in  exchange  ibr  that  memorable  pledge 
bestowed  on  himself  in  earnest  of  his  budding 
honours ;  and  the  Empress  herself  was  advancing 
in  Imperial  state  towards  Riga; — where  the 
solemnization  of  her  marriage  with  Stanislas 
was  expected  to  follow  his  election.  With  cnn« 
ning  policy,  the  interregnum  destined  to  em- 
brpil  and  dissipate  the  various  factions  of  the 
Polish  aristocracy,  had  been  prolonged  to  a  year's 
duration.  The  march  of  public  affairs  was  im- 
peded,— the  new  Diet,  (governed  by  the  Czar- 
toryski  faction,)  was  pronounced  to  be  inefRcient 
in  its  powers ;: — and  the  resistance  of  many  ad- 
verse parties  finally  gave  way  before  a  desire  for 
the  establishment  of  a  permanent  government. 

Nothing  meanwhile  could  be  more  remark- 
able than  the  aspect  of  the  city.  Russians, 
T&tars,  Hungarians,  Prussians,  Turks,  throng- 
ed the  streets  of  Warsaw ;  already  crowded  with 
nuntios  who,  intent  upon  the  exercise  of  their  long 
dormant   privileges  of    election,   brought  from 


OS  TKB  :WaXS*  "OF 

.mnote  ]HrcnrmoeB  llieir  wives   or  daoghters-^ 
«n  eager  in  the  cause  of  tBe  accomplished  Polidi 

iioUemah,  elevated  to  h»  high  estate  by   the 

« 

itnnaiioe  of  Imperial  tendemesB.  Workmen 
were  busily  employed  in  ^onstmeting  a  bridge 
over  Ae  Vistula,  in  the  direction  of  the  plain 
of  the  Vola;  —  the  erection  of  the  Ssopa,  or 
temporary  Senate  House,  was  in  active  pro- 
gress ; «-  and  the  pride  and  vanity  of  the  nation 
were  as  officiously  astir  as  in  every  crisis  of  the 
fever  of  human  ambition. — 

But  to  the  hearts  of  every  true  patriot — ^to 
the  souls  xdl  the  pure  lovers  of  the  Republic, — 
these  ostentations  were  sources  of  severe  hu- 
miliation. In  the  days  of  the  brighter  destinies 
of  Poland,  an  interregnum  was  but  a.  signal  to 
assemble  in  her  metropolis  illustrious  pretendants 
to  the  throne ; — cadets  of  every  royal  house  of 
Europe,  —  men  signalized  by  high  renown  for 
valour  or  intelligence, — eager  to  compete  with 
the  noblest  and  bravest  of  her  aristocracy  for 
the  glory  of  the  crown.  But  no  TurenneB,-*-no 
Contis, — ^no  Sobieskis,  now  appeared  in  the  list ! 
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GuiM  die  death  of  Augustas^  no  foreign  prinoe 
liad  put  forth  the  shadow  of  a  claim  bat  his 
enn,  the  deformed  and  infirm  Elector  of  fiaaunj; 
'^-Huor  any  nathre  noble,  with  the  exception,  of  the 
dimolnte  and  incapable  Stanislas  Lubomirdu; 
*^ind  even  those,  who  would  willingly  have 
^exercised  their  right  of  resistance  to  the  inti* 
midations  of  Russia,  had  in  fSsu^  no  altema- 
tive    but  to  give  their  voices  to  Poniato&ki.^*- 

Of  the  eighty  thousand  Electors  thronging  the 
Vola,  many  declared  in  his  favour  with  the  per* 
suasion  that  his  descent  itom  the  throne  would 
shortly  follow  his  elevation; — many  through 
anxiety  for  the  restoration  of  public  tran- 
quilli^  ;'•— a  few,  with  earnest  confidence  in  the 
patriotic  virtues  of  a  native  King;  —  some  in 
terror  of  the  invading  armies  of  Russia,  —  and 
others  subjugated  by  the  corruptions  of  her 
bribes,  and  the  example  of  her  venality. — It  was 
ho  longer  a  subject  of  wonder  when,  on  the 
7th  of  September  1764,  the  unanimous  choice 
V)f  the  nobility  was  announced  to  have  &llen  on 
the  nephew  of  the  Princes  Czartoryski ;  or  when 
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Keyaerling,  on  whoee  lips  the  parting  breath  of 
life  already  hovered,  forwwrded  to  the  Diet  of 
Election  a  written  hamngne  in  praise  of  the 
virtues  of  their  new  sovereign,  and  the  magnsr 
nimity  of  his  own. — **  Benefidum  d^no  tibi  dit, 
amnes  obliges^^^  was  the  apposite  quotation  of 
his  address! — 

Little,  ver^  little,  did  the  nation  on  whom 
the  obligation  was  conferred,  oonjectare  that 
the  sovereignty  thus  bestowed  was  tendered 
as  a  pledge  of  humiliation  to  their  ancient  Re- 
public;  —  of  vengeance  to  the  lover  of  Azinia 
Dolgorucki ! — 

''  I  congratulate  yon!"  was  all  the  reply 
conceded  by  Catherine  II.,  to  Count  Oginaki,  on 
receiving  his  personal  announcement  of  her 
minion's  elevation  to  the  throne;  and  the  Im* 
penal  courtiers  who  noticed  that  during  the 
remainder  of  the  day  the  Empress  continued 
secluded  in  her  own  apartments,  (attributing  her 
emotions  to  the  reminiscences  of  a  passionate 
attachment,)  dreamed  not  with  how  withering  a 

*  Pttbliiif  S jrut. 
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sneer  of  triumph  the  ruthless  princess  sat  devising 
her  solitary  projects  for  the  d^radation  of  the 
new  King, — ^for  the  annihilation  of  Poland ! — 
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avidity  a  rock  whereon  to  anchor  their  patriotic 
lojalty:  —  and  the  aooeanon  of  the  first  native 
prince  who  had  ascended  the  throne  since  the 
hero  Sobieski,   was  welcomed   with  a  boM  of 
'*  golden  opinions  fh>m  all  sorts  of  men." — In 
the  prime  of  life,  handsome,  accomplished,  and 
conciliating,  even  those  graver  dtizens  who  had 
-^^      been    predisposed   against  the  gallant   of  Ora- 
nienbaum  were  soon  converted  into  the  loyal  sub- 
jects of  StanisUs  Augnstns; — while  the  throng 
of  yoathfbl  nobles,  his  former  companions    at 
St.  Petersburg,   looking  upon   his  elevation  as 
a  deHveranoe  from  the  obsolete  views  and  priil- 
dples    of    Branidci    or    the   Princes  Czartory* 
ski,  hailed  with  delight  the  prospects  of  splen- 
doar  refinement  and  festivity   emanating  firom 
the  new  Court.    The  King,  who  had    scarcely 
passed  his  sixth  lustre,  was  already  the  idol  of 
every  female  heart ; — and  the  decree  eventually 
exacted  by  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Cabinet 
of  St.  Petersburg  that  the  future  queen  should  be 
a  native  of  Poland,  unfblded  a  tfaonsand  schemes 
to  the  ambition  of  the  Aristocracy. 
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Bat  it  was  affirmed  that  hiB  fidr  eousun,  the 
young  Princesses  Czartoryaka  and  LubomirdLa, 
exercised  peculiar  influence  oyer  the  aflecticxis  of 
the  young  and  gracious  sovereign;  and  to  the 
influence  of  one  or  other  of  these  riral  diyfaii- 
ties  was  accordingly  ascribed  the  air  of  moumfitl 
ahstraetion  which,  even  in  the  midst  of  his  new 
splendours,  absorbed  the  still  uncrowned  king. 

Not  one  among  the  former  friends,  now  de- 
graded into  courtiers,  had  sufficient  art  or  influ- 
ence  to  penetrate  the  origin  of  these  reveries. 
Escaping  from  the  adulation  with  which  he  was 
scrupulously  surrounded  by  the  Czartoryski  &- 
mily,  Stanislas  was  now  eager  to  retire  to  solitary 
self-oommunion*  The  vain- gloriousness  of  his 
di82y  elevation  did  not  blind  him  to  the  hollow- 
ness  of  his  position.  He  saw  that,  even  on  the 
throne  of  Poland,  he  was  no  less  the  minion 
of  Catherine  than  when  braving  the  midnight 
waves  of  the  gulph  of  Cronstadt,  or  scaling  the 
bastions  of  Oranienbaum ; — and  there  was  a  tone 
of  irony  in  the  communications  of  the  Empress, 
(from  the  formal  despatch  in  which  Hot  Imperial 
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Majesty  recognised  has  Election,  to    the  confi- 

dential  billet  in  which  she  reminded  him  of  her 

fiilfilment,  to  the  very  letter,  of  the  rash  engage^ 

ments  of  their  parting  hour,)  which  filled  his 

sonl  with  yague  but  painfol  apprehensions.     She 

congratulated  him  on  the  honours- won  by  "the 

tenderness  of  his  fidelily."—- She  rallied  him  on 

the  interdiction  placed  by  Frederick  of  Prussia 

and  Count  Panin,  on  their  nearer  alliance. — 

But  there  was  something  fearful  in  the  mirth 

of  a  woman  so  passion-goremed  as  Catherine. 

What  could  she  intend  ? — How  had  he  offended 

her?  —  Alas!    the   fatal    truth  was    only  too 

speedily  apparent  !-^ 

With  an  affectation  of  gallantry  that  served 

to  aggravate  the.  scorn  and  disapproval  provoked 
throughout  the  courts  of  Europe  by  the  well* 
known  origin  of  his  elevation  to  the  throne — 
die  festival  of  St.  Catherine,  the  patronal  saint 
of  the  Empress,  was  selected  by  Stanislas  for  his 
coronation ;  as  if  by  this  superfluous  act  of  ho* 
mage,  to  mark  a  tacit  recognition  of  the  suaer- 
ainty  of  Muscovy. 

VOL.  nx.  B 


74  THE  MILL   OF 

"  I  accept  with  pleasure/*  wrote  the  Empress, 
in  reply  to  his  announcement  of  the  approaching 
solemnity,  "  this  new  token  of  your  attachment. 
My  own  pledges  are  fully  redeemed.    The  House 
of  Saxony  grovels    in  its    pristine   obscurity, — 
and    Stanislas    Poniatofski    is   now    Stanislas 
Augustus.  —  One    <^    the   most    distinguished 
nobles  of  my  realm  will  represent  the  court  of 
Russia,  with  becoming   state,  at  the  coronation 
of  the  King  of  Poland : — and  henceforward  my 
beloved  friend  will  subside   into  my  trusty  and 
well-beloved  cousin." 

Little  did  the  imperious  Catherine  conjecture 
while  penning  this  declaration,  (which  she  imagin- 
ed would  give  the  death-blow  to  those  ambitious 
hopes  of  alliance  imputed  by  herself, — ^her  minis- 
ters,— nay,  half  the  ministers  in  Europe  to  the 
new  Sovereign,)  from  how  fearful  a  weight  of  ap- 
prehensions she  relieved  her  former  lover ! — In 
the  infatuation  of  female  and  imperial  egotism, 
she  forgot  how  thoroughly  her  heart,  her 
soul,  her  morals  and  measures,  had  been  laid 
bare   to  her  lover ; — that  he  was  enabled  to 
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preciate  her  qualities  as  a  wife, — a  woman, —  a 
Christian; — that  the  stain  of  blood'  was-  on  her 
hand, — of  sin,  upon  her  brow ; — ^and  that  the  dia. 
dem  whose  gorgeous  brilliancy  might  dazzle  others 
was  to  him  but  as  the  painting  of  the  Sepulchre, 
— ^the  jewel  in  the  reptile's  head, — ^the  resplendent 
standard  of  the  Prince  of  Darkness. 

**  God  be  thanked!"  ejaculated  Stanislas,  as  he 
laid  aside  her  gracious  missive.  '^The  worst  blemish 

on  my  fortunes  is  thus  removed.  The  sovereig&ty 
of  Heaven  itself  would  be.  a  bitter  concession,  with 
the  drawback  of  sharing  it  with  the  widow  of  the 
Duke  of  Holstein.'*  Under  the  influence  of  a 
pure  and  virtuous  attachment,  the  mind  of  the 
the  new  king  was,  in  truth,  purified,  and  his 
character  strengthened;   and>  rescued  from  the 

pernicious  ascendancy  of  the  English  liber- 
tine, he  had  assumed  a  more  true  and  cordial 
tone.  His  intentions  were  good.  He  wished 
to  become  a  benefactor  to  his  country ; — ^to  en- 
graft upon  its  habits  and  customs  the  habits  and 
customs  of  more  civilized  kingdoms; — to  render 
his  people  prosperous, — enlightened, — ^happy; — 

B  2 
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and  if  it  induced  a  somewhat  engroesing  degree 
of  self-reliance  to.  find  himself  beset  by  flatteriee 
(which, — when  lavished  upon  Louis  XV.  by  the 
courtiers  of  the  (Eil  de  Boeuf,  — he  hail  formerly 
reviled  as  abject  and  contemptible,) — no  sym- 
ptoms of  arrogance  were    betrayed    in   his  de- 
meanour.    He  had  sufficiently  profited   by  the 
lessons  of  the  crafty  Williams  to  be  on  his  guard 
against  wounding  the  vanity  of  others ;  and  be 
who,  in  private  life,  had  been  accused  of  inso- 
lence and  presumption,   appeared   in  ascending 
the  throne  to  have  acquired  among  other  kinglj 
graces  the  virtue  of  humility.    Leaving  to  his  Un- 
cles the  execution  of  every  public  duty  likely  to 
induce  contention  with  the  jealous  nobles  of  the 
kingdom,  Stanislas   retained  the  exclusive  pro^ 
vince  of  courtesy,  conciliation  and  munificence; 
and  the  young  and  handsome   king,  sunned  in 
the  smiles  of  beauty,  adulated  by  the  homage  of 
the  ancient  nobility,  and   saluted  by  the  acchr 
niations  of  the  populace,  had  indeed  cause  fof 
exultation  and  self-confidence. 

At  present,  indeed,  these  acclamations  were 
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sincere.  A  tendeiu^  to  loyalty,  veneration,  or 
sympathy  with  greatness,  is  inherent  in  the  hu- 
man mind; — and  the  nation  which  had  long 
lacked  a  legitimate  object  of  affection,  fasci- 
nated by  the  brilliant  person  and  graceful  cour- 
tesies of  the  young  King,  was  full  of  trust 
in  his  excellencies.  The  nobles  vied  with 
each  other  in  devising  festivals  in  honour  of  the 

new  reign ;  the  Zameck  was  in  process  of  splendid 

• 

regal  adornment;  the  palaces  of  Kraszinski 
and  Czartoryski,  were  thrown  open  in  an  un- 
ceasing round  of  festivity;  and  jealousies  and 
factions  were  merged  for  a  time  in  general 
elation.  "  We  have  at  length  a  native  sove- 
reign, speaking  our  language  and  respecting 
our  institutions,"  cried  the  joyous  Warszavians ; 
*^  in  the  prime  of  youth  to  lead  us  forth  against 
our  enemies, — ^in  the  prime  of  mind  to  administer 
the  dispensation  of  our  laws, — the  enlighten- 
ment of  our  policy,  —  the  re-invigoration  of 
oar  resources.  —  Long  —  long — live  Stanislas 
Augustas  r* 

Already  a  decree  of  the  Diet  of  convocation 
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had  determined  that  the  august  ceremony  of 
the  coronation, — assigned  by  the  constitution  and 
custom  of  the  Republic  to  the  city  of  Krakow 
the  ancient  capital,  —  should  be  solemnized  at 
Wai*saw ;  and  the  regalia  of  the  Jagellons  x^as 
removed  in  preparation  for  the  event.  The  ca- 
thedral church  of  St.  John  was  lined  with  foot- 
cloths  of  scarlet,  and  the  altar  surrounded  with 
hangings  of  Italian  velvet.  Beneath  its  Turkish 
banners, — trophies  of  the  valour  of  Sobieski, — gal- 
leries with  gilded  balustrades  were  erected  for 
the  families  of  the  foreign  ministers  and  the  high 
aristocracy. — ^AU  the  splendours  of  the  effemi- 
nate court  of  Augustus  III.  were  renewed, — ftU 
the  refinements  of  that  of  Stanislas  Augustus 
already  in  the  first  stage  of  their  developemeot« 

Yet  some  there  were  who,  amid  the  ostenta- 
tions so  dear  to  the  pride  of  the  chivalrous  Polaa- 
ders,  saw  cause  for  dissatisfaction  and  distrust; 
and  even  while  the  cannon  of  the  Zameck  were 
pouring  forth  on  St.  Catherine's  day  their  measored 
announcement  of  the  august  ceremony,  —  ereo 
while  the  deep-toned  bell  of  the  church  of  St.  John* 
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and  the  answeiing  chimes  of  the  wide  city  and  its 
sulmrbs,  proclaimed  that  the  new  sovereign  was  ix\ 
the  act  of  pronouncing  at  the  altar  the  oath  of 
the  Pacta  Conventa  imposed  upon  him  in  the 
diploma  of  election, — even  while  the  "  Vivats" 
9f  the  populace  shook  the  air,  as  the  gallant  array 
of  .the  Uhlan  guards  made  way  for  the  regal  pro- 
eeflsion,~-even  while  the  windows  of  the  city  were 
brightened  with  streamers  of  tapestry  and  brocade 
and  multitudes  of  fidr  faces  smiling  auspiciously 
opoQ  the  advent  of  the  young  sovereign,--even 
then  and  there»  munQur^*8  and  malcontent^ 
were  among  the  assistants  in  the  pageant  !< — 

'^  Mark  you  the  ostentation  of  this  minion 
of  Muscovy?'* — ^muttered  a  young  infJEmtry  officer 
named  Strawenski,  to  Kutsma  his  comrade. 
«*  Was  it  in  this  fimtastic  guise,  think  you,  that 
SoUeaki  knelt  down  at  the  altar  of  God,  to  re- 
ceive anointment  as  Chief  of  the  Republic  whose 
hon<mr  he  had  saved  7*— or  shall  the  illicit  offspring 
of  the  Sapiehas  presume  to  disdain  that  time^ 
honoured  habit  of  the  nation,  worn  with  exult- 
ation by  the  great  Zamoyski  ?" 


80  TBE  viu.  or 

''You  expect  too  much/'  relied  .hiB  em- 
rade,  with  a  disdainful  sneer.  *'  A  gallant  who 
by  his  comeliness  wins  a  crown,  may  be  p^r-^ 
doncd  some  extra  measure  q{  tendemess  towards 
his  own  sweet  person.  You  <»*  I,  Straweoald^ — 
ay  I  or  even  Radziyil  the  soldier  or  Soltyk  the 
saint,  were  unpardonable  did  we  iancy  that  the 
shaven  crown  of  the  Polish  gentleman  became 
not  our  simple  physiognomies.  But  who  tarn 
quarrel  with  the  minion  of  the  blood  «thin^ 
Empress,  that  he  holds  even  the  crown  of  the 
Jagellons  an  insufficient  repayment  for  the  fl»* 
crifice  of  the  raven  curls  that  float  so.  bewitching^ 
ly  upon  his  shoulders  V- 

'*  Observe  his  flowing  mantle   and  tawdry 
sandals!"  cried  Strawenski. 

"  Out  upon  them ! — Give  me  the  Burka  of  a 
Sarmatian  warrior, — ^the  boot  with  its  iron  hed*-^ 
the  Karabella  with  its  iron  blade,-«-«nd  pitch  me 
this  sarcenet  kaight  to  the  .dogB  with  whom  he 
deserves  to  consort!" 

'*  The  sabres  of  Keyserling^s  ruffians  have  im- 
posed   him   on  our  patience,"  replied  Kntama. 


^^ThibB/B  of  the  spahis  of  Krim  Gueray  and  the 
Janizaries  of  the  Saltan,  may  perhaps  arail  to 
t^eh  the  Ciartoryskian  traitors  a  new  lesson." 

^Even  the  murdering  Katouschka  disdains 
thepnppet  she  forces  upon  our  patience!"  observed 
Strawenski.  *' Already  she  has  contemptuously 
riejected  the  offer  of  his  hand ;  and  so  scornful  is 
ska  of  his  dignity,  that  the  ruffian  delegated  to 
rtqprfesenl  the  Court  of  Russia  yonder  in  the  mur- 
vtierj  of  the  cathedral,  arrived  at  Warsaw  but 
la0l  night  at  midnight.  Prince  Baratinhoff  (the 
fefocioas  brute  whose  savage  feats  have  become 
pivverfaiat  at  Mittau)  has  as  yet  received  no 
audience  of  presentation ;  and  in  the  veiy  chancel 
of;  the  cathedral  will  he  appear  for  the  first  time, 
in  presence  of  the  king." — 

"  Behold  him !" — cried  Kutsma,  as  the  gorge- 
ooae^mpage  of  the  Russian  ambassador,  preceded 
fay*  H  guard  of  Kozacks,  and  surrounded  by  the 
utaoiost  pomp  Of  barbaric  magnificence,  followed  in 
the  royal  train.  *^  Saw  man  ever  such  a  blaze  of 
gold  and  gems,  as  glitter  on  the  trappings  of  his 
la^^^rifet 
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"  Scir  man  erer  a  fiioe  so  woe-begone  as  ^t 
which  gleams  beneath  their  bright  refleedoBsr^ 
answered  his  companion,  "  How  eampreBsed  her 
lips, — how  marble  her  dieeks, — how  fixed,  jet 
how  Tagne  the  gaxe  of  her  dark  gray  eyes!— 
Might  not  one  fimcy  that  she,  and  not  Katinka  of 
Cronstadt,  had  been  die  heroine  of  the  blood]r 
tragedy  of  Ropscha?" — 

'*  A  trace  to  your  nudignments !"  said  a  barsh 
voice  beside  them,  proceeding  firom  a  dwarf-like 
being  who,  baring  climbed  npon  the  platfbnn 
against  which  they  were  leaning  to  obtain  a 
better  view  of  the  procession,  had  lent  an  atten- 
tive ear  to  their  discourse.  "If  the  Princes* 
yonder  find  her  peer  among  the  fair  ones  of  the 
Plac  Saschi,  I  will  forfeit  the  value  of  her  dis- 
mend  coronet!'' — 

"  Down  with  the  Tatar  imp,"  cried  Kutsma, 
contemplating  the  Kalmuck  physiognomy  of  the 
misshapen  dwarf.  "  Shall  the  names  of  the  daugfa* 
tens  of  Sarmatia  be  defiled  by  mention  in  a  month 
like  his  V 

**  T&tar  or  imp,  as  you  will,'*  replied  the  dwarf- 
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«*Chedzim  is  no  aspirant  to  the  throne  of  the 
PiastSy  and  a  trifle  of  beauty  more  or  less  imports 
but  little  to  his  fortunes.  But  know,  gentles,  that 
the  Princess  Baratinhoff,— howheit  by  the  flighti- 
ness  of  fortune  representative  of  King  Pluto  in 
petticoats,  our  most  sovran  the  Tzarina,  —  is  d 
personage  with  sacred  claims  on  your  respect : — 
firstly,  as  a  woman  and  a  bright  one,— secondly, 
as  an  orphan  and  an  injured  one, — and  thirdly, 
as  a  fellow  countrywoman, — a  daughter  of  the 
Djalinski, — and  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  the 
emancipation  of  Poland !  ** — 

"  Long  live  her  Excellency  the  Princess ! — 
Vivat !  vivat ! "  shouted  the  two  young  soldiers, 
with  enthusiasm,  as  the  gorgeous  equipage  of  the 
Russian  Ambassadress  swept  through  the  throng ; 
— an  impulse  which,  combined  with  the  influence 
of  the  exquisite  beauty  and  sorrowful  gentleness 
of  its  fiedr  occupant,  soon  communicated  itself  to 

the  populace. 

Furious  was  the  rage  of  the  malignant  Em- 
press on  learning  that  the  loudest  acclamations 
4)estowed  upon  the  coronation  pageant  of  Stanislas 
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Angostus,  were  those  which  greeted  the  pale  and 
pensive  beauty  of  Azinia, — ^the  persecnted  bride 
of  Alexey  Baratinhoff!  —  She  had  porpoeed  to 
embitter  in  the  eyes  of  the  King  the  triumph 
of  his  brightest  day  of  life ; — and  lo !  the  injary 
recoiled  upon  her  own  bosom ! — 


^'  . 


CHAPTER  X. 


O  moDdo !— o  pcnsler  Tmni ! — 

O  mia  forte  rentim  »  che  m'addocel — 

O  di  che  raga  luce 

Al  cor  mi  naoqne  la  tenace  speme 

Onde  rannoda  e  preme 

Quella  che  con  tiia  fona  al  fin  mi  mena 

La  colpa  e  Toelniy— e  mio'l  danno  e  la  ptaa. 

Pbtbamka, 


**  AxD  it  is  thus  we  meet  again?" — munniired 
Stanifllas  Augustua  to  the  lovely  representatire 
<^  his  Imperial  patroness;  when,  having  at 
length  shaken  off  the  importunate  homage  of 
his  conrtiers  at  the  splendid  festival  following 
the  angast  ceremony,  he  stood  alone  with  her 
fi>r  a  moment  in  the  illuminated  halls. of  the 
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Saxon  palace; — **  our  desdnj  aoo(mkidished« 
hopes  and  hearts  blighted  for  ever! — Azinia — 
why — have  you  done  this; — Azinia,  wherefim 
have  you  abandoned  me?" — 

**  Is  nuf  aflUction  no  security  against  your 
reproaches?"  faltered  the  Princess,  raising  her 
tearful  eyes  from  the  ground  and  fixing  them 
upon  the  brilliant  and  triumphant  figure  of 
Stanislas.  *'  Can  you  venture  in  my  presence 
to  term  yourself  unhappy; — in  mine,  of  whose 
miserable  destinies  you  are  the  fatal  origin  ?  '* — 

"  Miserable ! "  reiterated  the  King,  with 
scorn  and  bitterness. — ^^  The  gaudy  trappings, — 
the  jewels, — the  precedence,  which  allured  you 
to  bestow  your  hand  and  heart  upon  a  ruffian, 
have  already  then  lost  their  charm  in  your 
eyes?  —  But  in  what  have  /  contributed  to  the 
evil?"— 

*'  By  the  rashness  which  prompted  the  jealous 
vengeance  of  Catherine  to  enforce  a  marriage 
abhorrent  to  my  feelings ! " — ^replied  Axinia  with 
firmness.— 

"Mow  I  "—ejaculated  the  King,  withdraifing 
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from  the  brilliant  throng  into  the  deep  em" 
brasure  muffled  with  hanging  of  velvet,  beside 
which  they  were  standing.  — "  The  vengeance  of 
Catherine  ?  "— 

**  Can  I  designate  in  milder  terms  the  per^ 
secution  which  first  compelled  me  to  the  altar ; 
and  from  the  altar  to  your  presence  ?  '* — 

'*  Thanks — thanks ! "  exclaimed  Stanislas, — 
a  renewed  hope  of  happiness  sparkling  in  his 
eyes.  ^'  Thanks,  Axinia,  and  blessings  for  the 
word. —  I  am  contented!  —  Your  marriage  was 
compulsory — ^your  heart  is  free; — or — (may  I — 
dare  I,  extend  my  inferences,)  is  mine? — mine 
and  for  ever !  '* 

"  Mistake  me  not,"*  faltered  the  Princess, 
her  fair  face  assuming  the  severity  of  offended 
virtue ;  "  nor  believe  me,  Sire,  so  regardless  of 
self-respect  as ** 

**  HusE  ! "  —  ejaculated  Stanislas,  perceiving 
that  the  vigilant  eyes  of  his  cousin  Princess 
Lubomirska  were  fixed  upon  the  varying  coun- 
t^Mmce  of  his  lovely  companion.  **  Here,  alas ! 
as  at  Oranienbaum,  jealous  eyes  are  upon  us !«" 
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Ma9|  it  p€nr«r  be;  nqr  deHJBf  to  jeaj<^  uatratched 

conuamuoa  wiih    her  whQ00   lightest   gkme, 

whose  faintest  breaih^  is  more  preciow  to  my 

soul  than  all   the   bootless  splmdoun  hea]Md 

upon  me?*— Qh!   for  lue  far^ht  and  Ucesedl 

hour  like  that  your  graciaas  kindnew  coioe  mb* 

ceded  me ;  that  a^un,  in  the  outpourings  of  your 

hearty  I  /night  read  my  destiny  and  itt  dvtiea. — 

Have  you  foi^gotten  it,— Axinia  ?— Have  you  tor- 

gotten  that  summer  moonlight — those  finagrant 

gardens,  —  and  the  sacred  holiday  of  happiness* 

which   has   rendered   the    remembrance   of  all 

other  pleasures,  past  or  succeeding,  so  vain  and 
valuelesB?'* — 

"  We  must  ibiget  these  things,"  ezebumed 
the  Princess,  her  quivering  lips  and  tearfid  cfca 
forming  a  strange  contrast  with  the  reqilendent 
brilliancy  with  which  she  was  surrounded.  *^iU- 
therto  there  has  been  folly,  —  henceforward 
there  wiU  be  crime  in  the  remembrance.  Our 
tri^l  will  soon  be.oy^r.  L^t  me  at  least  thank 
the  mercy  of  the  Empr^  who  limits  the  con- 
demnation ui  ipj  misenible  s^oum  here  ft 
Wareaw." 


*^  J  rather  have  caiue  for  gratitade,"  ietter- 
rqpled  the  King  in  a  oonc^itrated  whisper, 
'^that^  amid  all  her  uiiqpiitied,  she  grants  me  at 
least  the  reparation  of  establishing  Prince  Ba« 
raiiiihoff  as  the  representatiTe  of  Russia  at  my 
ooiirt  My  oonrt !— oh  I  mockeiy — ^mockery  !*' — 
.  ^*  Tour  Miyesty  is  sorely  aware  that  he  is  de- 
puted only  to  play  his  part  in  the  pageant  of  the 
oomation?"  replied  the  Princess.  '^  In  eight 
days,  Saldem  succeeds  him  at  Warsaw ;  we  pro* 
ceiBd  to  the  Krimea/' — 

*'  To  the  seat  of  war  ?— Great  God !— Has 
the  cruelly  to  i^uire  your  exposure 
lo  the  horrors  and  dangers  of  such  a  scene  ?  " — 

**  I  fcllow  my  husband.  Sire,  at  my  own  good 
pleasBie/'  murmured  the  Princess  faintly. — 

**  Indeed  V—^ezclaimed  the  King  in  a  tone 
of  in>ny.  ^  Are  the  dignities  of  your  matron- 
station,  after  all,  too  alluring  to  be  relinquish- 
edr~ 

**  Better  the  protection  of  one  by  whom  my 
fedings  and  wishes  are  respected,  than  the  Court 
rf  Petersbuig  and  the  persecutions  of  the  £m- 
presB."— 
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*^  You  lore  him !  "-—exclaimed  Stanislas,'  ap- 
proaching her  so  doeely  that  Azinia  shaddflred 
under  the  indignation  of  his  glance.  *<  You  hve 
him, — and  yet  hoast  to  me  of  misery!'* — Bat 
the  tears  that  rolled  down  the  pale  cheeks  of 
his  lovely  guest  arrested,  on  the  lips  of  the 
King,  the  reproaches  with  whidi  he  had  heen 
about  to  assail  her. — ''  Nay,  then,  if  it  be  indeed 
thus,"  he  continued, — restrained  by  the  crowd 
around  from  offering  reparation  for  his  harsh* 
ness  by  one  gesture  or  token  of  aflfection, — ^'^  at 
once  do  justice  to  yourself  and  me.  Throw  off 
the  degrading  yoke  that  has  been  forced  upon 
you. — ^Remain  at  Warsaw. — ^Beoome  mine.  The 
interest  of  a  King  of  Poland  will  surely  procore 
from  the  Vatican  a  concession  daily  beslowed 
upon  the  grandees  of  his  kingdom. — This  lolUh- 
some  marrii^  shall  be  annulled ;  and  Azinia  at 
length  reward  my  auction  with  the  predoos  gift 
of  her  hand!" *- 

^'  Never !  *'  replied  the  Princess  in  a  firm 
voice.  "  A  vow  breathed  in  the  sight  of  God, 
is  indissoluble  l^  the  breath  of  created  mazu-* 
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Before  Heaven,  and  in  my  own  eyes  for  evermdre^ 

L 

I  am  the  wife  of  Baratinhoff.  Providence,  to 
which  I  pray  80  earnestly,  will  grant  me  strength 
ta  surmount  my  troubles; — it  could  not  aflford 
me  courage  to  endure  the  consciousness  of  guilt. 
I  leave  you,  Sire,  to  follow  the  fortunes  of 
my  husband ;  — you  have  my  prayers,  my  bless- 
ings— *' 

"  And  your  affections?  " — ^whispered  Stanislas  in 
a  tone  of  intense  passion.  "  Grant  me  those  alone, 
and  I  am  content ; — withdraw  them, — ^lavish  then^ 
on  another,— and  the  throne  which  to  my  blind 
infatuation  deemed  so  glorious,  becomes  less  in  my 
eyes  than  the  retreat  of  the  humblest  serf  of  Po- 
land.— ^Let  me  but  revel  in  the  thought  that,  al- 
though estranged  for  ever  from  my  bosom,  my 
image  and  my  fortunes  retain  an  interest  in  your 
bosom, — a  sole  interest, — a  supreme  interest,— r 
and  you  enrich  me  with  an  object  worthy  to  live 
and  reign  for ; — an  object  capable  of  inciting  me  to 
heroism  and  virtue. — But  give  me  cause  to  believe 
myself  abandoned,  rejected*  forgotten, — and  re- 
proach or  fiune  will  become  indifferent; — ^indif- 
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ferent  the  murmurs  of  my  people, — indiiSerent 
the  scorn  of  my  contemporaries, — indifferent  the 
accusal  of  history.  Yea ! — tell  me  that  yoa  lore 
me; — look^  if  you  will  not  speak,  the  word  of 
mercy,  —  and  you  'will  shower  down  blessii^ 
upon  Poland,  and  rescue  from  eternal  oUoquy 
the  name  of  a  tinsman  and  a  friend.** 

"  And  you  could  feel  all  this,**  cried  Axinia, 
startled  by  the  energy  of  the  King,   ''and  yet 
leave  me  for  months  and  years  uncertain  of  your 
existence, — uncertain  of  your  r^ard, — a  prey  to 
the  jealous  tyranny  of  the  Empress ! — If  indeed 
my  tenderness  weighed  With  you  beyond  the  fur- 
therance of  your  ambition,  —  wherefore  while  I 
was  yet  free  to  love  you  and  be  yours, — where* 
fore  not  brave  her  resentment,  and  claim  me 
as  your  wife?  No !  you  loved  me  not, — or  lacked 
the  nobleness  of  mind  which  might  have  insti- 
gated so  great  a  sacrifice.    For  you,  I  would 
have  resigned  all ; — but  these  pomps  of  earthly 
grandeur, — these  gems  and  plumes  and  banquets, 
' — these  strains  of  luxuriant  music,  this  com- 
panionship of  the  ffur  and  noble,  outshone  in 
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yoicr  eyes    the   Boyereignty  of  a    sympathizing 
Iieartr 

An  air  of  oonscioosness  overspread  the  coun- 
tenance of  the  King.  The  truth  of  her  inference 
was  incontrorertible.  Although  at  that  moment 
his  beautiful  companion  appeared  by  far  the  most 
precious  boast  of  his  brilliant  court,  he  was  un- 
prepared to  assert  that,  had  the  altematiye  been 
offered,  he  would  have  renounced  the  crown  of 
Poland  for  her  sake. 

^'  Reminiscence  does  but  distract  us  !**  was  his 
evasive  reply.     **  Tis  to  the  future  we  must  dii*ect 

s 

our  trust.     You  are  about  to  abandon  me, — ^to  quit 
Warsaw, — ^to  leave  me  to  the  temptations  of  a  life 
of  pleasure,  the  perils  of  a  life  of  sovereignty. 
Another  week,  and  these  enervating,  these  in- 
toxicating sounds  and  sights  will  yet  be  around 
me; — ^but  you,  Axinia,  — you  will  be  far  away! 
And  must  I  lose  the  solace  of  your  prepuce, — the 
support  of  your  counsels, —  the  soothing  of  your 
gentler  nature, — without  one  compensating  look  or 
word  ? — Even  now,  you  listen  to  me  with  reluct- 
ance ; — even  now,  you  turfi  away  while  I  bend  my 
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eyes  on  yours.; — even  now^  you  withhold  the  balm 
of  your  breathing,  lest  I  should  inhale  it  as  my 
breath  of  life ! — Axinia,  hundreds  are  around  it. 
— yet  none  can  hear ; — ^the  eyes  of  the  court  m* 
upon  me, — you  can  have  nothing  to  dread  from 
my  presumption.  —  Grant  me  then  one  gentfc 
concession ; — tell  me  for  the  first — ^last — time  thai 
you  love  me,  and — that  I  shall  imhibe  fortitude 
for  all  future  trials.  Speak,  dearest ! — speak;— 
whisper  but  so  faintly  that  I  may  guess  yoaf 
gracious  intent — ** 

"The  eye  and  ear  of  the  Almighty   do  oot 
slumber  ! "  replied  Princess  Baratinhoff  with  holy 
self-possession.     "  These  stirring  strains  of  music 
are  overpowering, — this  brilliant  blaze  of  light  fc 
dazzling; — but  the  watchfulness  of  his  spirit  t 
above  all,  and  tlie  confession  of  an  adulterous 
passion  would  not  be  hid  from  him.     I  have  lored 
you,  Stanislas, — ^loved  you  as  few  have  ever  loved ; 
— loved  you  through  absence,  sorrow,  condemn*- 
tion.     But  by  the  all-searching  Majesty  of  Hea- 
ven ! — I  will  not  rest  till  I  have  banished  the  fiUal 
recollection  from  my  heart." — 
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"Enough!"  —  rq>lied  the  king,  an  air  of 
offended  dignity  oyerspreading  his  person  which 
did  not  escape  the  inquiring  eyes  of  the  courtiers, 
fixed  from  a  distance  on  what  appeared  to  be 
an  interview  of  peculiar  interest  between  the  new 
king  and  the  representatire  of  the  Empress.  None 
had  ventured  to  approach  the  window.  Prince 
Baratinhoff  himself  entertained  no  doubt  that 
Catherine  had  rendered  his  wife  the  depositary 
of  secret  instructions ;  and  the  great  officers  of 
the  court  looked  on  with  satisfaction,  in  the  sup- 
position that  the  manifest  agitation  of  Stanislas 
bore  direct  reference  to  some  announcement 
conveyed  by  the  Russian  Ambassadress  touch- 
ing the  immediate  celebration  of  the  Imperial 
nuptials. 

"One  word  more.  Sire,"  resumed  Axinia, 
perceiving  that  the  king,  with  an  air  of  dis- 
pleasure, was  again  about  to  mingle  with  the 
courtly  crowd.  —  "You  have  adverted  to  Oni- 
nienbaum, — to  our  parting  interview, — ^to  a  period 
when  I  was  still  authorized  to  express  my  interest 
in  your  prospects.    Suffer  me,  in  my  torn,  to 


£6  TB£  Ulhh  OF 

rec&l  those  perilous  moments  wliich  baTe  been 
Uie  origin  to  myself  of  so  much  calamity." 

**  Speak,  madam !"  replied  the  king^  tonung 
again  towards  her,  and  inTolnntarily  fisng  upon 
her  exquisite  person  and  ezpressire  counteDanoe 
the  gaze  of  an  infittuated  lover.  ^  I  admit  your 
claim  on  my  attention.  In  what  can  I  have  tht 
satisfiiction  of  serring  you  V — 

^  By  becoming  the  benefiu^or  of  my  ooontiy  T 
replied  the  Princess,  noticing  with  momenlaiy 
disgust  the  jargon  of  royalty  already  acquired  by 
the  new  potentate.  **  By  permitting  me  to  remind 
your  Majesty  of  the  pledges  voluntarilj  coo- 
ceded  to  Axinia  Dolgoitucki  by  Stanislas  Count 
Poniatofiki." — 

"  Speak,  nuidam/' — he  replied,  lending  a  re- 
luctant ear  to  these  records  of  his  former  ob- 
scurity. 

*^ '  It  has  been  my  ambition* — was  then  your 
vaunt,  *  to  inscribe  the  name  of  Poland  high 
among  the  nations  of  civilized  Europe ; — to  be- 
stow upon  her  bondsmen  the  benefits  of  fineedom 
and  an  equal  dispensation  of  her  laws;  —  and 
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upon  her  cHieSy  means  of  instrttction  and  en- 
lightenment 

"I  do  not  disavow  the  word,"  replied  Sta- 
nislas, proudly.  ^'Such  were,  —  such  are  tclj 
intentionBi  I  have  it  at  heart  to  render  mv 
peo|de  happy  by  redeeming  them  from  mental 
darkness  and  moral  subjugation." 

"Right,  right!'*  cried  his  lovely  countiy- 
woman,  her  heart  warming  and  a  gentle  tinge 
of  bloom  irradiating  for  the  first  time  her  pallid 
fiMse ;  "  but  not  enough  for  your  own  or  your 
people's  preservation.  Stanislas ! — ^you  know  not 
half  the  turpitude  of  Catherine's  intentions.  In 
placing  you  as  a  puppet  on  the  throne  of  Po- 
land, it  is  her  purpose  to  heap  ruin  on  yourself 
and  on  our  country.  In  moments  when  an  un- 
governable temper,  bursting  through  the  re- 
straints even  of  her  crafty  policy,  enabled  me 
to  decypher  her  views,  I  have  discovered  with 
what  confidence  she  builds  on  the  feebleness 
of  your  nature  and  devotion  to  pomp  and  plea- 
sure, to  render  you  the   creaturo  of  her  will, 

VOL.   III.  9 
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and  Poland  itself  the  prey  of  her  insatiaUe  am- 
bition.— Beware !" 

**  Against  such  perilB  ''—cried  Stanislas,  more 
than  ever  irritated  against  his , companion  ^'tibe 
aid  of  a  faithful  comicil, — the  swords  of  a  faidifiil 
anny,^— and,  above  all,  the  rigilanoe  <tf  my  own 
faithfid  mind,  will  bear  me  scatheleas.  Catherina 
has  done  her  worst  in  depriving  Stanislaa  Pooiai* 
tofski  of  the  object  of  his  true  affections; — hat 
Stanislas,  King  of  Poland,  will  meet  her  hand 
to  hand, — army  tQ  army ! — ^Like  henelfy  I  have 
delegated  rights,  to  guard ;  *-rrights  bequeathed 
to  the  throne  by  a  line  of  independent  sovereigns, 
whose  latest  representative  mnst  not  yidd  to 
the  assumptions  of  the  barbarous  hordes  ot 
Muscovy !" — 

*^  Such  rash  self-confidence  will  be  your  ruin  !** 
exclaimed  Azinia,  involuntarily  daspu^  her 
hands,  —  *^your  ruin  and  the  ruin  of  Poland! 
Stanislas! — I  am  on  the  eve  of  bidding  you 
farewell  for  ever.     The  moment  is  precious  to 

ine  !«->In  a  few  short  days  and " 

''A  Polonaise!''   cried  the  ISkixsg^  addresBing 


hjiTiflelf  to  the  nearest  page  in  vaitiiig,  on 
perceiving  that  C3ount  Rzewuski,  ijie  Qnad 
Chamberjain,  was  approaching  hji^  with  a  formal 
io^matipn  that  the  royal  faianqaet  wa9  ecrv^. 
And,  tendering  his  hand  to  the  amba^fladreas,--** 
the  yoimg  and.  Iwdj  ambassadress,— ha  led  her 
with  grace  and  dignity;  through  the  suite  of 
fltet^  apartments  towards  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne. 

Nothing  could  be  in  stricter  accordance 
ffith  th^.  ajjpropriate  ceremonial ; — ^nothing  bet- 
ter asBorted  to  the  honours  connected  with 
her  high  calling,  than  the  high-bred  loTeliness 
of  Axinia. 

"  It  is  well  that  this  woman  will  so  shortly 
quit  Warsaw  I "  murmured  certain  of  her  fair 
rivals.  "  Were  Baratinhoff  fixed  at  our  court," 
cried  the  courtiers,  **  the  beauty  of  his  lady  wife 
might  render  His  Majesty  hard  to  please  in  the 
choice  of  our  future  Queen." 

'^  It  is  weU  that  this  woman  is  about  to  quit 
Warsaw,''  exclaimed  the  more  patriotic  Repub- 
licana.     "  Tis  plain  she  is  sent  here  by  the  cun- 

F  2 
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ning  Empress,  to  complete  the  sabjugatkm  of 
Poniatofiki.** 

Alas!  —  could  the  gaests  of  that  gorgeoiiB 
banquet  have  conjectured  the  real  tendency  of 
Axinia's  Tiews, — ^the  real  objects  of  her  influencie, 
— ^their  regret  would  assuredly  have  exceeded 
even  that  of  Stanisks  hunself  on  witnessing,  st 
the  expiration  of  a  week.  Prince  Baratinhon  9 
parting  audience :  and  the  arrival  of  a  new  and 
permanent  ambassador  firom  the  Duchess  of  Hol- 
stein  to  Count  Poniatofcki,— firom  CATaBBUwHo 
Empress  of  all  the  Russias,  to  Stakislab  Avovsr 
TUB,  KiHo  OF  Poland. — 


PART   II. 


CHAPTER  I. 


When  the  great  families  of  an  ArUtocracy  ohey  the  laws,  it 
%eeoiii€S  a  DDonarchy  havio;  many  monarchs  united  by  a  common 
Uw; — ^bnt  when  they  infnnge  them,  it  becomes  a  despotism 
haying  many  despots. 

M0KTS8QVISV, 


fiBVBK  years  had  StanislaB  AngostuB  worked  out 
his  unquiet  apprenticeship  to  the  craft  of  royalty; 

— seven  years  had  the  Semiramis  of  the  North 
screened  beneath  the  mighty  armour  of  her 
.genius  the  frailties  of  an  unwomanly  nature; 
and  seven  years  had  the  gentle  Axinia  exercised 
the  mightier  nobleness  of  fortitude — ere  again 
we  lay  open  the  page  of  their  united  destinies. 
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A  lapse  of  time  so'  cfmmderable,  involTes  im- 
portant vicissitadeSy  even  in  the  lowfiest  path 
of  life ; — ^tames  down  the  paariofiap — ^matorea  die 
faculties, — ^isolates  the  existence  or  sarronnds  it 
with  infinite  pledges  of  love  and  happiness, — and 
heaps  a  fearful  weight  of  responsibility  npOD 
the  human  soul! — ^But  who  may  yenture  to  e8> 
timate  the  changes  dependent  on  seven  years  of 
despotic  sovereignly ;  — who  may  presume  Id 
fiithom  Ae  abyss  in  which  its  mysteries  wet  Wr 
volved;  —  the  infinite  ramifieatkms,  the  remote 
iifflueneeS,  cotinected  nHfli  its  lightest  word  or 
nod  of  authority; — the  caprices  of  its  hoar  of 
levity — the  crimes  of  its  concentrated  ooondlsT 
— Catherine,  the  wanton  of  Oranienbaum,  had 
gradually  inured  her  corrupteld  nature  t5  dit 
lowest  degradations  of  sensuality; — Catherine, 
the  murderess  of  RopScha,  had  learned  to  esti- 
mate all  other  crimes  as  trivial  in  compartsoa 
with  the  assassination  of  a  husband.  But  Cbp 
therine,  the  enlightened  legislatress, — the  festerer 
of  growing  institutions, — the  foundress  of  cities 
and  digester  of  codes, — ^the  creatress  of  ports  and 
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harboun,  academiea  and  collies, — ^the  patroness 

.of  art  and  science,  the  mother  of  the  church, 

tlie  rewarder  of  yalour  and  Tii*tae» — ^had  evoked 

Uessmgs  on  her  name  from  the  Boephorus  and 

thie  Baltic,  to  the  frontiers  of  the  Chinese  £m> 

.pirBl — :Her  Ticea  were  as  yet  concealed  from  t^e 

eyes  of  Europe  by  the  yigilance  of  a  devot^ 

.  fouTt; — ^while  her  talents^  energy,  and  munifi- 

.^encQ,  affi>rded  a  theme  for  the  tongues  and  pens 

<0f  die  very  nations  adverse  to  her  poUqr. 

..  Not  so  the  feeble  sovereign  of  Poland!  — 
;Tlie  hopes  had  been  vnrested  from  him  and  the 
affections  crushed,  which,  at  the  period  of  his 
deetion,  mingled  with  the  sanguine  impulses 
of  youth  to  inspire  the  dignity  of  virtue.  The 
object  of  his  affections  was  withering  in  the 
arms  of  another;  —  the  mother,  who  had  so 
{^oried  in  his  appanage  of  greatness,  was  moul- 
dering in  the  grave; — ^he  was  alone  in  the 
universe! 

Embroiled  from  the  period  of  his  accession 
with  the  patriotic  or  republican  party,  Stanislas 
Augustus  had  become  the  central  influence   of 


104  THE  MILL  OF 

a  corrapt  city,  the  guardiaa  of  a  ^istncted 
kingdom,  at  a  period  when  even  the  8ti»nest 
of  legielators  might  have  shrunk  firom  the  task ; 
and  destitute  of  moral  or  inteUectual  dignity, 
hopeless  of  effecting  the  regeneration  of  a  country 
submitted  to  a  government  less  osteBBiUe,  but 
more  potent,  than  his  own,-— he  had  atiampled 
to  drown  in  the  intoxications  of  a  life  of  pl^A* 
sure  the  busy  whispers  incessantly  reminding 
him  of  his  degradation. — 

He  now  saw  clearly  that  the  tree  of  golden 
preferment  he  had  climbed  with  so  much  cost 
and  care,  yielded  only  the  Dead  Sea*s  bitter  firuits; 
— that  there  was  humiliation  in  all  his  honours, 
mockery  in  all  his  state;  —  that  fortune  had 
"  placed  a  barren  sceptre  in  his  hand,** — that  the 
gifted  fiend  dignified  with  the  Tiara  of  the  Tzais 
had  degraded  him  below  the  meanest  yiceroy  of 
her  meanest  province ;  rendering  him  a  mark 
for  the  detestation  of  a  nation  whose  calamities 
were  the  work  of  her  hands.  —  The  clamours 
of  discontented  districts,  the  lofty  jealousies  of 
his  uncles,   the  formation  of  political  and  reli- 
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gious    ConftderationBy    the    insubordination    of 
Radzhril  md  his  preceptor  Branicki,  the  revolt 
of  tliB  faiahope  of  Kaminiec  and  Krakow, — ^tended 
to   enibitter  a  eop  where  sweeter  elements  had 
long  been  wanting !  —  Yet  had   he,  with  the 
orord  of  self-defence  in  his  hand,  appealed  to 
the  ^  people    of   Poland   in    their   own    behalf, 
enforced  a  modification  of  their  vicioos  form  of 
garemmenty    and  granted    an    equalization    of 
their  rights,  and  a  constitution  worthy  of  de- 
fence,—  the  ancient  valour  of  Sarmatia  might 
have  been  roused  from    its  lethargy,  and  Po- 
land fetained  a  name  among  the  Sovereigns  of 
Europe. — 

But  this  was  not  to  be! — Relaxed  by  lux- 
urious pleasures  and  absorbed  by  the  vanities 
of  r^al  life,  Stanislas  was  now  incapable  of  self- 
denial  or  self-hazard.  Restrained  on  one  side 
by  the  golden  but  powerful  fetters  of  Russia, 
on  the  other,  by  the  silken  bonds  forged  by 
his  own'  enervation,  he  took  refuge  in  sensual 
enjoyments  from  the  vexations  of  government; 
trusting  that  the  sound  of  the  lute  and  dulcimer 

p5 
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would  drowB  the  bmyttig  of  Urn  traoi^  «m1 
neighing  of  the  wtr4ier9e.  When  slarlMI  in 
his  retirement  at  Lazien^  bj'tidingp  of  Aa  in- 
surre^tions  of  the  8oiidi,-^the  renstanee  of  dv 
fortresfies  of  Krakow,  Lanckorowini,  Tyniafc,  and 
others,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  GesfedeialMn 
of  6arr,^-he  afiected/  like  Sardanapalfw  i»f  oU, 
to  command  fresh  banquets  and  new  ^aOes, 
in  derision  of  the  panic  of  his  eourtiers; — WhSe 
his  splendid  court  yi^  with  the  ostenMioaa  of 
the  Loutre,  and  Pleasure  set  up  her  goi^goova 
canopy  over  the  crumblii^  throne  of  the  Jayel* 
Ions,  the  Epicurean  King  attempted  to  phikao- 
phize  amid  the  mortifications  of  hb  poatioii; — 
and  to  foster  the  growth  of  literatiuna  in  a 
kingdom,  where  the  rude  blasts  q£  rebdlion  in- 
terdicted all  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peaee. 
Under  the  patronage  of  the  King,  learned  men 
were  despatched  to  Rome  to  oc^  manuscripts 
illustrating  the  dignities  of  the  ancient  RepuUie ; 
*--lmt  the  duties  of  the  state  lay,  meaawhOe, 
neglected! — ^Under  the  patnmage  ci  the  Kii^, 
a  commission  of  magistral  laid  the  foundations 
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of  pablic  instniction,  and  encbaraged  the  culti- 
vati<Hi  of  the  zuktional  language ; — ^but  a  foreign 
|xiwer  and  foreign  dialec^t  were  established, 
meanwhile,  within  the  very  walls  of  Warsaw ! 
-**- Under  the  patronage  of  the  King,  a  multi- 
tude of  Italian,  French  and  German  artists  were 
naturalized,  with  a  view  to  the  embellishment 
ci  the  capital  and  the  refinement  of  its  plea- 
suree ;  —  but  the  growth  of  domestic  factions 
and  the  confederacy  of  foreign  enemies  was  suf- 
fered, meanwhile,  to  undermine  the  foundations 
of  the  edifice  they  were  adorning  !  The  very 
subjects  he  laboured  to  polish  and  enlighten 
were  already  fated  to  earn,  in  foreign  counti'ies, 
the  bitter  bread  of  the  destitute  exile. 

Instead  of  adopting  the  ardent  patriotism, 
chiyalrous  valour,  and  simplicity  of  the  man- 
ners of  the  bold  B^amais,  to  whom  his  person 
presented  a  striking  resemblance,  Stanislas  afiect- 
ed  to  emulate  the  feebler  points  of  the  character 
of  Henri  IV.,  —  his  afiability  and  gallantries: 
and  having  dedicated  the  palaces  of  the  Vistula 
to  a  ruinous  rivalship  with  Versailles,  the  King 
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of  Pdaad  saaetioiied  a  las  oonri.  a  degree 
of  moral  d^rayation  wmnhiting  th«.  lienitkms 
iiett  of  the  reign  of  Louia  XIV.  A  preaeati- 
meiit  that  a  new  order  of  thinga  waa  at  band 
indiufied  general  recklesaneaa;  and  like  the  re- 
▼ellera  of  the  Assyrian  city  whom  the  waten  of 
the  Tigris  were  -rising  to  oTerwlielm,-  the  waasaih 
era  of  Warsaw  seemed  determined  to  eat  and 
drink,  sinoe  to-morrow  their  destiny  must  be 
a^eomplished ! — 

Many  of  the  highest  noUes — the  Sapidiai> 
Sanguszkos,  Lubomirskis,  Potockis, — -coald  j^ 
out  among  the  &irest  matrons  of  the  court,  three 
ur  four  who  had  been  sucoessirely  their  wedded  and 
divorced  wives.  The  sacred  inflnence  of  a  rirtnous 
Queen  was  wanting  to  restrain  (as  in  the  Austrian 
Capital,)  the  daring  effirontery  of  vice ;  and  this 
I^^  concubinage,  this  poww  of  capncioas  re- 
pudiation, frequently  exercised  at  the  end  ot  three 
or  four  months'  wedlock,  soon  produced  a  con- 
fusion of  ofEq)ring  and  a  gradual  extinction  of 
the  holier  charities  of  life.  While  Radriril  and 
his  followers  affected  to  retain  the  primeval  Sar- 
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laatian  simplicity,*  the  eourtiers  and  relatives  of 
the  King  prided  thfimselves  on  the  assumption 
of  the  French  costume,  language  and  customs; 
and  Warsaw  now  presented  the  appearance  of  a 
rough-hewn  Scandinavian  idol,  rouged,  patched, 
and  frizzed  after  the  fiishion  of  a  Parisian  petite 
maitresse  / — ^The  hotel  of  the  Russian  ambassador, 
which  the  empress  delighted  to  endow  with  magni'^ 
fieence  eclipfsing  that  of  the  sovereign,  was  dis- 
tinguished by  the  most  lawless  excesses ;  and  the 
boy  nobles,  elevated  to  the  highest  military  and 
civil  dignities,  gloried  in  adding  to  the  follies  of 
their  own  country  the  still  more  brutal  vices  of 
their  Kalmuck  patrons. 

In  vain  did  Count  Rzewuski,  the  keeper  of 
the  privy  purse,  attempt  to  moderate  the  excesses 
of  the  King,  and  the  profusion  of  the  Court. 
Fete  succeeded  f<Ste, — ^ball  followed  ball ;  and  the 
concert-room  of  Lazienka  was  deserted  only  when 
it  was  the  pleasure  of  Stanislas  to  preside  over 
the  theatricals  ^here  the  fair  Povonska  exhibited 

*It  if  related  by  Sir  Nathaniel  Wrazall  that  Prinoe  RadxirU 
Died  to  drire  through  the  streets  of  Warsaw  an  equipage  drawn 
hy  nz  white  bears,  caught  and  trained  on  his  lithuanian  estates. 
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her  piquant  graces,  or  die  lirely  SangoadKa  dis- 
played the  Roxalaaa  graces  she  Iiad  stndied  after 
natare  in  her  native  Moldavia,  or  at  the  serai  of 
the  Pacha  of  Choczim. 

But  in  spite  of  these  laboured  festivities,  tke 
mind  of  the  king  was  ill  at  ease.  The  menacing 
arm  of  Russia  was  incessantly  outstaretcfaed  t»> 
wards  him  like  that  of  some  supernatural  egMmj ; 
nor  could  the  walls  of  the  Saxon  palace,  with  its 
banquetting  -  halls,  picture  galleries,  cabinets  of 
porcelain  and  foot-doths  of  velyet,  shut  out  the 
importunate  phantom.  The  unfinished  palaee  of 
Ujasdow  stood,  like  a  huge  granite  skeleton, 
a  monument  to  his  thoughtless  prodigality; 
— and  at  length  wearied  out  by  the  gorgeous 
monotony  of  his  pleasures,  he  sought  refiige 
or  excitement  in  the  novel  charms  of  rural  se* 
dusion.  A  villa  was  speedily  erected  undor  his 
auspices  in  a  beautiful  valley  of  the  environs  of 
Warsaw,  where  refinement  disguised  itself  under 
the  garb  of  simplicity;  and  where  his  nearest 
relatives,  ministers,  and  fair  fevourites,  had 
not  the  privilege  of  intrusion  on  His  Majesty's 
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feturement*  Exquisite  gardens,  and  a  well-^hossn 
Ufarary  of  Franeh  and  English  attthors,  occupied 
Ins  leisiure ;  and  no  officious  eourder  found  oo- 
easion  to  note  how  many  of  the  hours  stolen  hy 
the  Chief  of  the  Republic  from  the  toils  and 
pleasures  of  sovereignty,  were  deroted  to  mourn- 
fbl  meditation,  —  repentance  of  the  past, .  and 
despair  for  future  hours.  Often,  while  the  mur- 
morevB  of  the  capital  accused  him  of  devoting  his 
privacy  to  luxuiy  and  licentiousness,  Stanislas, 
SBoimting  his  horse  and  arrayed  in  the  simplest 
hiMt,  would  ramble  for  hours  through  the  vallies 
of  the  neighbourhood,  conversing  with  the  pea- 
sants  to  whom  his  person  was  un&miliar,  and 
repaying  with  the  generous  hand  of  benevolence 
the  condemnation  of  their  unknown  sovereign 
which  he  was  sure  to  elicit  from  their  lips. 

In  the  course  of  these  solitary  rides,  the  at* 
tention  of  the  king  was  more  than  onc6  at- 
tracted by  a  neat  farm-house  situated  on  the 
rising  bank  of  a  small  stream  flowing  into  the 
Vistula,  and  divided  from  the  road  by  a  rustling 
grove  of  the  abele  or  white  poplar.     Notwith- 
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Standing  the  orderly  and  even  cheerful  aspect 
of  the  place,  neither  inhabitants  nor  domestics 
were  ever  visible  in  the  grounds ;  and  the  &rm  of 
Bielewsko  was  said  to  be  tenanted  by  a  widowed 
stranger  known  in  the  country  only  by  her  cha* 
rities.  Such  intelligence  imparted  redoubled  re- 
spectability to  the  sedate  aspect  of  the  place: 
but  was  not  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention  of 
the  dissolute  companion  of  Count  Moszinski, — 
the  pleasure-loving  King  of  Poland. 

One  evening,  however, — one  auspicious  sum- 
mer evening  succeeding  a  night  of  feverish  ex- 
citement passed  amid  his  favourite  circle  in  one 
of  the  splendid  galas  of  Povonski, — Stanislas 
in  the  wanderings  of  a  solitary  ride  chanced  to 
enter  the  precincts  of  a  sloping  wood  of  pollard 
oaks,  on  the  borders  of  the  stream  skirting  the 
gardens  of  Bielewsko.  Captivated  by  the  pure  rus- 
ticity of  the  spot,  he  checked  his  horse  to  contem- 
plate at  leisure  the  clear  and  arrowy  rushing 
of  the  brook  separating  him  from  the  farm ;  the 
rich  profusion  of  roses  adorning  the  grounds;  the 
calm  and  almost  holy  tranquillity  of  the  seques- 
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tered  landscape; — when  Iu0  eye  was  suddenly 
cauglit  by  a  strange  object  on  the  opposite  bank, 
^vrhich  he  might  hare  mistaken  for  a  large  mastiff, 
but  tliat  it  was  in  charge  of  a  rod  and  line. 

Annoas  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  name 
and  localities  of  the  place,  the  king  resolved  to 
interrogate  the  angler; — a  dwarf,  simply  habited 
— the  household  servant  of  the  charitable  widow 
of  Bielewsko.  Pressing  his  horse  across  the 
rivulet,  he  soon  stood  beside  the  recluse. 


CHAPTER  IL 


A  good  old  oowitiy  lodge^  half  bid  with  blooino 
Of  honied  |[ree&»  and  quaint  with  stnggling 
Where  all  the  ahdving  grounds  retaia'd  a  look 
or  Natore  etiUt—witl^buds*  neata  and  a  brook,-^ 
Om  apot  for  floven, — tiie  rest  aU  tuf  and  trees. 

LMt9m  HcnT. 


*^CHJUinif  r  ezchumed  the  King,  ingtantlj 
cogniiiiig  widi  ainaiement  the  dwarf  of  Oninifw 
fauun^ — '^Ched&m! — Alive — and    ^"gl»«g  here 
in  MaeoTiaf* — ^But  the  dwarf  stirred  not! — 

*'  Do6t  hear  me,  dost  know  me?*' — peraisteJ 
Stanislaa, — rairing  his  Toiee  in  the  sappontjon 
that  the  little  grinled  Kalmuck  was  now  stene* 
deaf  widi  years.    Bat  the  dwarf  stirred  not ! 
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"  The  troutlSiigs  hear  thee  —  (thanks  to  thy 
graceless  diftturbance  of  the  dtream)  —  for  they 
nibble  iao  longer,"  he  af  length  replied ;  "  and  for 
knowing  thee,  I  knoW  too  much  in  the  know- 
ledge 6£  thy  atltdaciotis  hitrusion  into  the  gafdeto-* 

groutids  of  Biielewdko/' 

•*  Churl !"  cried  the  king,  amused  to  observe 
how  little  the  lapse  of  years  had  tended  to  har- 
momze  the  humour  of  the  little  T&tar.  "  Hast 
thoti  no  remembrance  of  Oranienbaum, — ^no  re* 
c<^mition  for  Stanislas  of  Poland  f — 

^^  Remembrance   have    I   of  Oraliiertbaum J' 

replied  the  mannikin,  switching  his  line  across 

the  stream,  and  fixing  his  eyes  on  the  float  as 

k  danced  upon  the  rippling  water ;  "for  in  iti 

g^urdens  was  I  contumeliously  entreated  by  cer>- 

tain  of  the  fore^  adventurers  besettmg  the  court 

<tf  Catherine    of  HolsteSn. — Recognition  have  I 

also  for  the  king  of  Poland ;— for  how  to  forget 

a  man  against  whose  vices  and  follies  the  voices 

of  his  countrymen  ar^  evermofe  uplifted  in  my 

©arsT 

**  A  Thersites !  —  on  my  life,  a  pigmy  Ther- 
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ntesT  cried  the  king,  liwghing  heartilj  ml  his 
yirolence.  "  Yet  methinkB,  Chedzimy  aiiioe  tfaov 
hast  deigned  to  take  up  thy  abode  in  my  states, 
thou  nughtest  bare  so  fiir  fbUowed  the  fashjons 
of  the  mnlthnde  as  profit  by  my  former  good- 
will  towards  thee,  to  seek  fiMtone  at  mj  n^al 
hands?"-- 

**  That  were  no  mighty  matter!**  eroaked  the 
dwarf  *'for  Jrom  thy  i^yal  hands  fE^rtane  erer- 
mora  escapedi.  Thy  wasteful  profiiaiea  is  a 
proverb  in  the  land*** — 

The  less  thy  wifldom,**  rejoined  Stsnialas, 
to  neglect  so  oc^ous  a  source.  Bat  what 
makes  thee  quit  the  service  of  Alez6y  Baratinhoff, 
to  come  minnow-fishing  in  the  brooks  of  the 
Mazuryt"— 

'*  Alexfy  Baratinhoff  has  quitted  my  serviee, 
to  become  bondsman  to  the  High^stewaid  el 
potentates, — eyen  Sathanas,  lord  of  TV^het!.** 
growled  the  Tfttar.— > 

M.Tut,  kn^ToT-^ried  Stanislas,  bandiag  kiwar 
from  his  horse  to  catch  the  mutterings  of  tha 
dwarf.    **  Know  we  not  that  Prince  Baratiidioff 
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represents  her  Imperial  Majesty  in  the  govern-* 
ment  of  Permia  T — 

"Tut,  King  of  knaves !"— replied  Chedzim, 
with  the  most  danntleBS  assurance.  '*  Knows  not 
every  fool  in  the  empire  that  Prince  Alexey  ex- 
piring four  years  rince  at  Kherson,  his  brother, 
Nikita,  succeeded  to  his  honours  and  prefer- 
ment T— 

*^  AAd  the  Princess  ^''"-demanded  the  asto- 
nSfiked  Stanislas ;  who,  having  dismounted  from 
his  horse,  now  stood  beside  the  pertinacious  finh- 
ennaa.  *'  Has  she  resumed  her  place  in  the 
household  of  her  imperial  mistress  T — 

MSay  rather  of  ^Ay  imperial  mistress!" — croak- 
ed Chedfflm,  with  his  usual   acrimony.     **  The 
Princess,  my  noble  lady,  drew  breath  elsewhere 
than  on  the  sod  of  Muscovy :  nor  has  she  sold 
herself  like  other  changelings  to  the  service  of 
it    sovereign.     Disdaining   even  the  concession 
of  a  dowry  from  a  family  with  which  she  was 
£i>roed    into   alliance,    her   Highness   has  long 
abjured  the  resplendence  of  the  court  of  thy  sov- 
ran lady,  for  a  hermitage  here  at  Bielewsko.^' — 
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*'  And.  wherefore  have  I  been  kept  igaprant  of 
her  Bojonm  here? — ^Tell  me,  ChedseuDr^awigr  ivkh 
thy  rod,  man,  and  lift  up  th;  withered  TiMge 
and  reply,)  thaij^h.  the  Empress  may  hare  had 
motives  of  hec  own  for  withholding,  the  intelli«i 
gence — ^wherefore  has  Azinia  prolong^  wy  ig- 
norance of  her  aniTal  in  Poland  T* — 

**  There  were  those  about  thee  whom^ao  sweet 

a  lady  might  not  ambition  to  consort  withi^ ; — 
and  what  shooldst  thou  care  to  leam  of  a  God«t 
fearing,  court-esqhewing  household,  such  aa  ours 
of  Bielewsko ;  or  who  was  likely  ta  prate  of  its 
doings  in  the  voluptuous  boudoirs  of  MonkotowT 
— ^Here  do  the  widow  and  the  orphan  sedt  sue* 
cour,  when  the  shifting  sandbanks  of  the  Vistula 
have  wrecked  a  barge,  or  swamped  a^  raft ; — here 

did  the  houseless  paupers  of  Praga  take  reftige 
when  the  conflagration  devastated  last  winter  their 
squalid  suburb ; — ^the  B^uin  with  his  wallet,  the 
wandering  Dervise  with  his  beads,  nay,  even  the 
miserable  Jew,  looks  to  our  lowly  portal  for  hos* 
pitality. — ^But  what  is  all  this  to  a  king, — ^to  the 
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king  ? — ^What  imports  to  the  fastidious  Stanislas 
Augustus  the  tribulations  of  the  vagrants  of  his 
dominions^' — 

'^  And  she  has  been  dwelling  here  for  years, 
a  ministering  angel  to  my  unfortunate  subjects, 
without  even  deigning  to  entrust  me  with  her 
secret!" — exclaimed  the  king,  deeply  hurt  and 
offended,  and  inyoluntarily  assuming  the  tone  of 
Majesty.  ''Chedzim! — Put  aside  thy  tackle 
and  bring  me  instantly  to  her  presence.  Trifle 
no  iiirtber — I  must  be  obeyed  1" 

'*  Fasten  your  horse  to  the  fork  of  yonder  ash 
tree,"  grumbled  the  Kalmuck,  rising  from  the 
bank  and  laying  aside  his  fishing  basket. — **  There 
is  no  footing  for  the  beast  in  our  garden  paths.'* 
And  scrambling  up  the  craggy  bank  overhanging 
the  green  margin  of  the  stream,  he  directed  his 
course  along  the  trimly  alleys  of  the  garden. 

As  they  approached  the  house,  Stanislas,  long 
satiated  into  apathy  by  the  influence  of  varied 
excitements,  was  startled  to  find  his  heart  beat 
quick  and  his  breath  shorten  as  he  drew  near' 
the  presence  of  Azinia. 
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Accustomed  to  the  contemplation  of  mer&> 
tridous  beauty,  he  was  apprehensiTe  that  the 
aspect  of  the  widowed  Princess  might  break 
one  of  his  fairest  Spells  of  memory :  —  the 
hollow  looks  and  tarnished  lustre  of  the 
beauties  of  his  court  inspired  a  dread  lest  the 
idol  of  his  happier  hours  should  appear  before 
him  wrecked  and  defaced  by  the  influence  of 
affliction,  —  the  disenchantments  of  time.  But 
Azinia,  a  wooer  of  nature, — ^rising  and  roosting 
with  the  birds,  —  temperate,  gentle,  active, — 
had  but  more  folly  developed  those  personal 
graces  which,  ten  years  before,  in  the  sweet  dawn- 
ing of  seventeen,  had  attracted  the  notice  of 
Poniatofiki.    Her  complexion  was  still  as  pore» 

-T-her  glance  as  intensely  intellectual — ^her  smile 
as  child-like,  —  her  demeanour  as  ingratiatii^ ; 
— and  when,  on  the  approach  of  Chedzim  to- 
wards the  rural  arcade  under  which  she  sat 
enjoying  the  tranquillily  of  the  evening  ur,  she 
rose  to  salute  the  stranger  he  was  eonducdng  to 
her  dwelling  and  recognized  the  king  of  Poland, 
the  sudden  glow  that   overspread  her  delicate 
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cheeks,  and  the  tremour  imparting  the  chann 
of  feminine  helplessness  to  her  lofty  and  well- 
proportioned  figure,  completed  the  rapture  of  her 
former  vrorshipper. 

But  neither  those  blushes,  nor  the  tears  that 
i&Yoluntarily  rose  in  her  eyes,  were  attributable  to 
the  influence  implied  by  the  king.  The  widow  of 
Alexey  Baratinhoff  regarded  the  feeble  sovereign 
of  her  native  country  with  far  different  eyes  from 
those  which  had  rested  on  the  gallant  of  the 
gardens  of  Oranienbaum.  Her  trust  in  him  was 
gone.  He  had  been  weighed  in  the  balance  and 
found  wanting ; — Poland  was  still  a  land  of  slaves, 
shrinking  from  the  Scythian  grasp  of  the  Tzarina  : 
fuid  in  the  humbfeness  of  her  obeisance,  a  clearer 
eye  than  his  might  have  decyphered  the  loftiness 
of  her  contem|rt  towards  the  author  of  all  these 
evils. —  The  chivalrous  Stanislas  was  not  however 
to  be  thus  discouraged.  Attributing  (with  the 
pitifiilness  of  a  common  mind)  the  reserve  of  his 
lovely  hostess  to  awe  and  respect,  he  advanced 
eagerly  towards  her,  seized  her  hands  in  his,  and 
with  a  glowing  and  fervent  countenance  poured 

VOL.   III.  Q 
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forth  a  torrent  of  tender  oomplimentB,  oongittih 
lations,  and  reproacheeu 

**  Even  in  the  utmost  joy  of  Urn  ineethigr 
cried  he,  **  I  cannot  altc^ther  olenoe  my  resent- 
ments.  Have  I  not  cause  to  complain  t— Tbe  oolj 
friend  who  ever  testified  real  interest  in  my 
fitvour  has  disdained  to  minister  to  my  ooneth 
lation  during  the  harasmng  mprtificatioii  of  nj 
recent  fortunes  I " 

"  Your  Majesty  must  pardon  me,"  replied  tlie 
Princess,  coldly  accepting  the  seat  to  which  slie 
was  conducted  by  Stanislas.  '*  8ince  my  armd 
h^re,  the  palaces  of  Warsaw  have  echoed  with 
unceasing  sounds  of  mirth  and  feasting :  — the 
kingdom  has  had  little  motive  to  sympathise  is 
the  depression  of  its  sovereign  !** — 

' '  The  kingdom !— What  kno¥p  the  kingdom 
of  Stanislas  Poniato&ki,  but  that  he  is  mn^^ 
out  by  fortune  as  a  scape-goat  for  its  iniquities!— 
But  you  J  Madam,  you  whom  I  once  flattered  my- 
self could  decypher  hieroglyphics  which  are  not 
the  less  indelible  that  they  are  inscribed  on  a  sitf^ 
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fiboe  of  polished' marble,  ^oti  surely  might  have 
judged  me  more  indulgently/' 

'  **  Th^  misfortunes  of  my  natiye  country  have 
left  me  little  leisure  for  other  studies,"*  continued 
the  Princess  in  the  same  measured  tone. 

f '  Why  then  seclude  yourself  from  my  society ; 
when  you  knev  that  a  word, — a  look, — ^a  smile  of 
yours,  would  outweigh  in  my  mind  all  the  autho- 
rity of  Russia, — all  the  influence  of  Braneki  V* 

^'  Vilify  not  yourself,  sire,  by  such  an  admis- 
sion f  cried  Azinia,  with  kindling  enthusiasm. 

*^The  man  who,  called  to  the  government  and 

guardianship  of  an  heroic  nation,  finds  not  in  its 

interests  sufficient  motive  to  disdain  all  meaner 

f 
influences,  were  indeed  unworthy  of  his  throne* 

In  fond  and  trusting  girlhood,  I  may  have  believed 
that  a  word  of  warning  spoken  in  the  ear  of  my 
youth's  playmate  might  avail  to  remind  him  that 
there  exists  a  npbler  aim  in  life  than  to  win  a 
woman's  smile  or  wear  her  favours ; — ^but  I  sl¥>uld 
despise  myself,  —  I  should  despise  ^ou, — could  I 
suppose  that  the  soul  of  a  King  of  Poland  was 
open  to  any  stronger  impression  than  that  his 

o  2 
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brows  are  dnctured  with  the  crown  of  Sobieaki 

<<How  long  it  is,"*  ejaculated  Stanislaa  (so 
soothed  and  fascinated  by  her  deep-toned  Toice, 
and  queen-like  beauty,  that  he  took  no  heed 
of  the  haughtjr  tenour  of  her  discourse),  **  since 
the  muoc  of  these  reproaches  last  greeted  my 
ears! — ^Axinia  —  Azinia! — how  often  amid  Aa 
idle  dissipations  of  the  court,  my  yisionaiy  ra- 
▼eries  have  called  up  your  figure  to  my  side» 
even  as  I  behold  it  now;  —  and  iuYoked  the 
noUeness  of  your  spirit,  even  as  it  awes  me  at 
this  moment ! — Amid  the  perplexities  of  goyem- 
ment,  the  thought  has  evermore  glanced  into  mj 
mind,  *had  Azinia  been  mine  she  would  hav« 
counselled  me  in  straits  like  these; — <Ae  would 
have  pomted  out  the  sunken  rocks  beneath  the 
wave  i^'she  would  have  piloted  me  into  a  haven 
of  safely .'  - 

^*And  had  your  Majesty  no  heed  hr  tbe 
mighty  fleet  left  scattered  hy  yoor  incompetent 
hehnsmanship  on  the  stormy  ocean  t"  enquired 
the  princess. 

'^Let  us  not   harass  this  first  and  precious 
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interview  by  political  aUusions/'  cried  Stanidas, 
seizing  the  white  hand  that  lay  motionless  on 
the  silken  robes  of  his  companion,  and  pressing 
it  to  his  lips.  *^  Politics  afford  the  only  topic 
ungraceful  in  the  mouth  of  woman!" 

**  Forgive  me,  Sire,"  replied  Princess  Bara- 
tinhoff,  with  proud  humility :  **  if  I  recognize  a 
dispari^  between  the  cabals  of  cabinets,  desig- 
nated by  the  name  of  politics^  and  the  Heaven-^ 
enkindled  devotion  which  unites  every  honest 
heart  to  the  institutions  of  its  native  coun- 
try!"— 

*^And  do  you  suppose  me  destitute  of  the 
hallowed  sympathies  of  patriotism?" — ^replied  the 
King,  more  gravely. 

^*If  not,**  rejoined  Axinia,  **pity  is  indeed 
due  to  your  Majesty's  affliction  in  beholding 
your  capital  invested  by  a  foreign  army ,^— your 
pnyvinces  ruined  by  exactions, — ^your  prelates  sacri- 
legiously imprisoned, — ^your  people  persecuted, — 
mutilated,— despoiled.  If  I  am  to  believe  that 
your  masquings  of  the  Carnival — your  sledge- 
parties,  and  fStes-champfitres  —  your  operas  and 
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balletSy — are  sought  only  to  divert  your 
^ttpntinn  from  the  triumnhs  of  the  Gotlfeden&i 


of  Barr,  then,  indeed " 

**  Your  compassion  would  equal  ymr  txm- 
fempr''*  — mtemipted  the  Ung,  in  a  tone  rf 
pique.  "  Let  us  suppose  the  sarcasm  aheiay 
uttered,  and  spare  me  the  pain  of  hearing  it 
from  the  lips*  I  love.  Speak  no  mere,  Madam, 
I  pray  you,  of  Poland  and  its  humiliated  prince; 
a  topic  of  which,  and  a  man  of  whomi  !«»» 
can  be  more  weary  than  myself.  Deign  ratner 
to  entertain  me  with  intelligence  of  one  more 
interesting  to  my  feelings, — of  yourself!—''  7 
have  you  quitted  Russia— why  has  y(wr  residence 
in  Poland  been  veiled  in  mystery— and  wW  «« 
your  present  prospects  ?  ** 

"  Does  it  need  explanation.  Sire/'  «pB^  "* 
Princess,  "  that,  on  the  decease  of  my  hndiand 
I  should  take  refuge  in  my  native  coontiy. 
Here,  humble  in  my  assumptions,  I  am  f«*' 
—  for  the  sale  of  my  hereditary  jcweU  ^ 
supplied  me  with  oompetebce :— 1  am  tnAp**" 
dmti—  for  my  life  at  Bidewsko  if  too  obscure 
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to  draw  upon  me  the  recognition  of  Catherine  : 
I  am  happy  ; — ^folr  \  have  the  means  of  adminis- 
tering consolation  to  the  afflicted. — ^What  more 
could  I  he  as  the  favoured  denizen  of  Szarzko- 
Bzelo, — or  even  as  an  honoured  guest  at  Lazi- 
enkar— 

'*  Much  more !"— cried  Stanislas,  his  emotion 
warming  as  he  contemplated  the  expressive 
loveliness  of  the  face  which  had  so  long  haunted 
his  dreams.  "  You  might  extend  your  sphere  of 
usefuUiesSy — exalt  your  power  of  beneficence, — 
protect  the  injured,  —  reform  the  corrupt,  —  re- 
fine the  barbarous.  Yes,  Axinia!  —  it  is  now 
my  turn  to  chide.  My  own  frailties — ^my  very 
crimes,  if  you  will,— I  freely  admit :— but  hold 
not  yourself  blameless ! —What  is  your  seclu- 
sion here,  but  a  temple  of  graceful  egotism? 
— Do  I  not  rebognize  around  you  the  accessories 
to  all  your  personal  predilections?— These  gar- 
dens,— ^yonder  stream,-T-the  birds,  whose  cages 
surround  us, — the  very  greyhound  at  your  feet, 
— are  not  all  these  the  idols  of  your  selfish 
preference; — and  were  it  not  nobler  to  break 
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the  spell  of  a  life  of  congenial  indolence,  and 
embellifih  a  circle  where  higher  fiBtcolties  are  to 
be  ezercifled,  and  nobler  triumphs  achieTcd!-* 
The  English  Satirist  mocked  only  himself  bj  the 
sneer  that — 

A  ndnt  in  enpe  ii  twice  •  nint  in  lawn : 

Twice,  yea!  a  hundred  fold  is  he  sanctified;— 
for  he  centuples  his  power  of  doing  good  to  his 
fellow-creatures.** 

**  For  the  seclusion  I  have  sought,  there  are 
other  motives  than  the  mere  indulgence  of  my 
fitful  fancies/'  replied  the  Princess,  startled  by 
Ae  view  of  her  conduct  taken  by  the  King. 
''  As  the  widow  and  daughter  of  a  Boyar,  ths 
Emptess  might  require  my  return  to  Ra»i, 
my  banishment  from  the  states  of  the  King  of 
Poland.  — It  is  only  by  the  obscurity  of  my 
retirement  that  I  appease  the  jealous  hatred  of 
Catherine." — 

"  Nay!'*  cried  Stanislas  with  spirit ;  "  aqjene 
not  thus  the  independence  of  the  throne  of  Po- 
land.   So  long  as  you  honour  me  by  a  rendenee 
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in  my  dominionB,  yon  have  no  molestation  to 
apprehend." 

'*  And  yet  the  maasacre  of  the  Ukraine — 
the  fiaite  of  Pulawski, — the  Primates  imprison- 
ment,— ^the  insults  of  Weymam, — ^the  sufferings 
of  Lithuania, — ^the  investiture  of  the  fortresses — ^*' 
**  Hush,  hush  ! "  interrupted  Stanislas.  **  Is 
your  memory  only  a  record-chamber  to  chronicle 
the  disasters  of  my  reign  ?" — 

**  Itoo  would  smile,"  replied  Princess  Bai*a- 
tinhoff,  ^^were  it  natural  to  me  to  treat  with 
irony  the  sufferings  of  Poland." — 

••  And  am  I  their  only  origin  ? "  said  the 
king,  seriously  offended.  **  Hold  you  for  nothing 
the  cabals  of  her  nobles,  her  ecclesiastical 
brawls,  the  pestilence,  the  famine,  with  which 
^it  has  pleased  the  Almighty  to  visit  her  pro- 
vmcesi  — 

•«  For  wi/cA/"— replied  his  fair  companion, 
nothing  daunted  by  his  tone  of  hauteur.  '^  And 
it  is  for  the  purpose  of  worthily  encountering 
9ttch  mighty  obstacles  that  your  Majesty  should 
throw    off   an    inglorious    neutrality    between 

o  5 
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the  throne  and  the  Republic,  (a  neutmlity  in- 
compatible with  the  oaths  of  an  enthroned 
king!) — and,  heading  an  anny  of  that  nation 
which  has  more  than  once  levelled  the  standard 
of  the  Prophet  with  the  dust,  drive  from  onr 
unhappy  land  the  hordes  which  prey  upon  its 
substance.*' 

''  Axinia  —  Axinia !  *'  —  ejaculated  Stanislas, 

« 
again  involuntarily  relapsing  into  a  tone  of  &• 

miliar  tenderness — '^  is  it  yau — so  dear  a  lover 
of  tranquillity,  and  so  experienced  in  the  des- 
potisms of  Catherine — ^who  counsel  this  system 
of  provocation?" 

The  reply  of  the  Princess  was  interreped 
by  the  arrival  of  Chedzim  followed  by  two  yom^ 
peasant  girls/  the  attendants  of  the  Princess, 
bearing  baskets  of  firuit  from  the  gardens  of 
Bielewsko. — 

^*  Must  I  accept  your  proffered   ho^itality 

.as  a  token  of  dismissal  \  **  said  the  King,  as  soon 

as  they  had  deposited  their  offering  on  the  rvstk 

.table  of  the  Piatza.    ^*  Must  I  understand  yam- 

^prohibitions  to  extend  to  my  ftitare  visits,- 
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may  I  not,**  he  continued,  eagerly  profiting  by 
the  hesitation  and  confiision  of  the  Princess — 
'*  may  I  not  hope  that,  you  will  sometimes  deign 
to  enlighten  me  by  your  counsels  and  admit 
me  as  a  votary  into  your  luxurious  solitude  ?  " — 
**  The  peculiar  circumstances  of  my  posi- 
tion"— 

'^  Can  be  no  obstacle  to  your  receiving  as  a 
guest  the  firiend  and  oompanion  of  your  child- 
hood!" interrupted  the  King,  forestalling  her 
interdiction.  ^*  There  was  a  time.  Madam,  when 
we  were  united  by  more  than  fraternal  intimacy, 
Grive  me  back  those  days,  Azinia,  and  accept, 
in  return" 

*^  Sire !"  interrupted  Ched^iju,- bursting  some- 
what unceremoniously  into  the  arcade. — '^  Your 
Majesty's  steed  is  impatient,  and  breaks  its 
bridle."— 

**Lead  it  here,  then,"  said  Stanislas,  eager 
to  get  rid  of  the  officious  little  Kalmuck. 

**  As  easy  to  drag  hither  the  Neuskoi  effigy 
of  our  Father  Peter ! "  cried  the  dwarf.  "  Even 
as  your  Majesty  came,  your  Majesty  must  depart. 
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Tla  no  harder  matter  to  scramble  down  the  bink 
and  ford  the  brook,  than  to  dimb  the  bMtion 
of  a  fortresB  and  drop,  like  a  mellow  quince 
from  the  tree,  plump  into  the  galpb  of  Croo- 
stadt." 

"  Chedzhn  has  a  happy  memory,"  whi«pe««l 
Stanislas,  smiling,  while  he  preseed  the  hand  of 
Axinia  in  his  own.—"  I  accept  the  omeB;-«i 
shall  refer  myself  to  his  friendly  services  fcr » 
talisman  enabling  me  to  re-enter  the  precinett 
of  this  enchanted  castle/* 

And  whae  the  Princess  graocfiilly  tendertd 
her  parting  obeisaneea  without  vouchsafing  «» 
explicit  reply  to  his  demsaids,— <be  oantrtfioas 
little  T&tar  stood  stamping  his  foot  with  iinp^ 
lienoe ;  and  pointing  out  with  uneoath  gestoi^ 
the  garden  path  leading  towaids  the  q^t  ^^ 
the  steed  of  Stanislas  awaited  the  dilatory  le^ 
of  its  master. 


CHAPTER  III. 


LoTfl  does  not  shovr  hlnmlf  in  tliii  bright  tehooly 

As  in  the  olden  time,  a  petted  child : 

Bat  as  the  youth  that  wooed  fair  PSyche's  channs  j 

And  holds  In  the  high  conncil  of  the  gods 

A  seat  and  Toice. 

GoTBSf  trmta,  hf  C.  Dbs  Fosvx* 


Could  the  arrogant  Catherine  haye  dreamed, 
upon  the  gorgeous  couch  of  her  retreat  at  the 
Hermitage,  that  a  personal  interview  had  laid 
the  foundations  of  renewed  affection  between  her 
fiEuthless  lover  and  truant  subject,  bitter  would 
hare  been  the  sentence  of  the  emissary  by  whom 
she  had  been  deceived  with  intelligence  that  the 
widow  of  Baratinhoff,  having  sailed  from  the 
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Khersonefle  to  the  Greek  idands,  was  Ixnng  in 
retirement  in  the  eodesiastical  states. 

But  her  jealousy  would  have  been  soper* 
fiaoQS.  The  visit  of  Stanislas  Augostna  to  Bit- 
lewako  produced  an  impression  any  thing  hot  &• 
vourable  to  the  reviyal  of  his  fonner  tendemcfls. 

Seven  years  of  servile  adulation  had,  in  fiKt, 
so  well  supplied  the  right  divine  of  legitimate 
sovereignty,  that  the  ears  of  the  ELing  of  Poland, 
accustomed  only  to  the  harmonious  flatteries  of 
his  court,  were  painfhlly  wounded  by  the  harsh 
truths  put  forth  by  Azinia.  On  his  return 
to  the  plded  saloons  of  the  Saxcm  palace,  his 
nettled  vanity  began  to  tax  her  with  K^r^hn^fft 
and  ill-breeding ;  and  never  had  the  honeyed  gra> 
ciousnesB  of  the  lovely  Czartoryska  appeared  to 
captivating,  as  when  exercised  to  soothe  his  uncon- 
trollable irritation  on  the -evening  of  his  strai^  en* 
counter  with  the  dwarf  of  the  Duchess  of  Holatein ! 
— Instead  of  proposing  to  encroach  anew  upoo  the 
solitude  of  the  fjedr  philosopher,  the  king  r«Bolved 
to  leave  her  to  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the 
secondary  objects  to  which  she  b^  chosen  to 
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dedicate  her  existence;  and  although  admittixig, 

eren  in  his  utmost  indignation,  that  she  was 
brighter  and  lovelier  than  ever,  brighter  fiuid 
lovelier  than  the  bright^t  and  loveliest  of  the 
enchantresses  by  whom  he  was  surrounded,  the 
lofty  and  uncompromising  dignity  of  her  virtue 
was  sufficient  to  deteriorate  beau^  twice  as  ex- 
quisite, and  brilliancy  twice  as  radiant.  Oppressed 
fay  her  superiority  of  mind  and  feeling,  he  felt 
subdued  and  degraded  in  her  presence ;  and  for 
many  days,  continued  to  aggravate  his  disap- 
proval by  reverting  to  the  ebullitions  of  her  con- 
tempt. 

But  in  a  heart  so  impressible  as  that  of  Sta- 
nislas, these  very  contrarieties  created  the  surest 
basis  of  regard.  By  frequent  recuiTence  to  the 
romantic  incident  of  his  discoveries  at  Bielewsko, 
the  scene  was  perpetually  brought  before  his 
mind;  —  nor  could  beauty  so  dazzling  as  that 
of  Axinia  be  thus  contemplated  and  re-contem- 
plated without  emotion.  Again  he  seemed  to 
gaze  on  those  mild  grey  eyes  with  their  raven 
lashes ;— again  to  admire^ the  perfect  contour  of 


136  THS  MILL  OF 

her  face  ;—i^a]n  to  hold  in  his  that  8oft  and  fe- 
minine  hand  which  alone  retained  no  jmmn 
to  his  endearments.  Her  Toioe  thrilled  in  Ui 
ears, — the  majesty  of  her  sentimeiits  miwi 
his  enthusiasm. 

**  In  Axinia  the  sonl  of  a  hero  aniioata  the 
loreUestof  female  fonnsr  exclaimed  the  king  is 
his  musings  j  and,  as  might  readily  be  preditWf 
the  charms  of  the  charmer  thus  finecpiently  maad 
upon,  soon  attracted  him  to  the  modcat  porttl 
of  her  dwelling. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  PrinceB,  •^ 
though  lo%,  generous,  and  disinterested,— ^'■*'**' 
different  to  the  homage  of  her  sovereign.  Withbtf, 
no  Bubeequent  attachment  had  broken  the  esqfBti» 
BpeH  that  invests  the  illuaons  of  a  first  attacs- 
ment;  and  though  the  daily  increasing  discre^ 
of  the  king,  and  misery  of  the  kingdom  had  cw» 
her  to  dismiss  him  as  an  object  of  attaefament 
from  her  reveries,  yet  now  that  they  h"  »"» 
again^  that  his  voice  had  jdeaded  in  extenostw 

of  his  weakness,  that  her  hand  had  been  elaflp 

Ac 
in  his  in  the  ardour  of  his  self-excolpfttim  "^ 
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pasit  had  renewed  all  its  inflaence  over  her  soul ; 
—  her  strength  was  shaken, — her  disgosts  for- 
gotten,—she  could  think  of  nothing  but  Stanislas! 
— the  king  who  had  so  patiently  borne  with  her 
reprehensions,  — the  worshipper  who  had  so  faith- 
fiilly  treasured  her  concessions. — **He  must  not 
come  again  to  Bielewsko,**  thought  the  Princess, 
fixing  her  eyes  wistfully  upon  the  wood  described 

to  her  by  Chedzim  as  the  avenue  of  his  Majesty*s 
approach,  *'  for  I  feel  that  I  can  no  longer  de- 
spise him  as  I  ought  !*' — 

Yet  he  came  again, — again  and  again;  and 
if  the  intrusion  were  indeed  unwelcome,  few 
men  would  have  interpreted  the  glow  that 
streamed  on  the  cheek  of  the  recluse  on  his  arri- 
val, and  the  glance  that  shone  in  her  eyes  into 
a  less  flattering  language  than  they  breathed  to 
Stanislas  Augustus.  He,  too,  £Euicied  himself 
acting  in  opposition  to  his  own  inclinations  by 
seeking  the  society  of  the  Princess ;  yet  consider- 
hig  that  the  illustrious  visitant  went  against  his 
will,  and  that  the  noble  hostess  received  him 
ccmtraiy  to  her  inclinations,  the  hours  of  their 
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sttccessiT^  inteniews  at  Bielewsko  yaaialied  widi 
-fiingiilftr  and  most  unmarked  celerity. 

It  is  difficolt  to  imagm^  a  tie  frf  frieaddup 
more  endearilig  than  that  whicfa  was  wm 
-streng&ening  between  tibem.  A  senrimwit  d 
veneration  elevated  the  paasioii  bf  Stanislas  into 
fiomething  of  to  mieftrtUy  lore;  — while  As 
gentle  object  of  his  attachment^  so  kNDg  sedodsd 
•from  all  int^rconrse  with  those  of  her  own  degrse, 
' — BO  long  estranged  from  the  language  of  tMf- 
Usjj  or  any  bond  of*  human  love  iave  tJist 
which  unites  the  benefactor  and  the  obliged, 
—the  mistress  and  the  menial,-^-«xperienesd  sa- 

adoiowledged  delight  in  exchanging  the  miso- 
thropic  grumblings  of  her  faithful  dwart",  for  tk 
society  of  tke  most  gracious  and  aoconi[diilwd 
Prince  in  Europe. — ^The  summer,  too,  was  in  * 
meridian ;  and  Stanislas/  impatient  of  the  *' cere- 
mony that  to  great  ones  longs'*  scrupulously  tai* 
dered  by  his  hostess,  usually  contrived  that  tbefl* 
interviews  should  take  place  in  the  open  air;— 
in  her  favourite  grove  of  rustling  abele0^-'<^ 
seated  under  the  protecting  shade  of  an  aneteiit 
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'chesnut,  whose  droopitig  boughs  ovenhadowed 
the  little  lawn ;— or  beside  the  green  margin  of 
of  the  brook  ^ — ^where,  gazing  on  the  rich  coppice 
that  dotfaed  the  opposite  bank,  and  the  over- 
hanging thickets-  of  inaple  and  briar  -  rose  by 
which  they  were  snrronnded,  they  talked  of 
cities,  courts  and  kingdoms,  as  though  shut  out 
from  such.  Tain  solicitudes  by  the  immaculate 
tNurriers  of  nature. 

The  pure  rusticity  of  Biele^Tsko  possessed,  in 
facty  all  the  excitement  <^  novelty  in  the  eyes  of 
the  king.    Rarely  do  the  great  (however  devoted 
to  rural  predilections,)  become  familiar  with  the 
homelier  elements  of  pastoral  beauty.    They  sur- 
round their  lofty  palaces    with    parterres    and 
terraces, — trellices,  arcades  and  fountains, — nay^ 
.even   construct  chalets  and  cottages,  and  raise 
aroiind  them  an  artificial  wilderness.     But  the 
studied  simplicity  of  these  creations  is  a  jest. 
Every  blade  of  grass  betlrays  the  officious  scythe ; 
and  the  very  flowers  trained  by  the  hand  and 
tarnished  by  the  breath  6f  the  erudite  gardener, 
fUBBume  a  factitious  grace.    Not  a  rose-bush  start- 
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ing  forth  finom  the  hazel  hedge  of  the  grannds 

of  Bielewsko,  overchaiged  with  hLoeaoniB,  hmij 

with  dew,  and  sparkling  with  the  hutroos  iring^ 

of  the  green  May  beetle^  bat  aasamedmorepoetij 

in  the  eyes  of  Stanislas  than  all  the  refinement 

of  the  ftr-fiuned  gardens  of  Polawy,  or  the  lazQ- 

lions  bosqnets  of  Povonski.    The  affidonsaesB  of 

science  too  often  errs  in  circumventing  the  bouxh 

teoos  prodigalitj  of  mother  earth ; — in  thinning 

her  rich  entanglements,  —  sqiarating  her  intu^ 

mingling  brandies, — and  curtailing  the  rich  ex- 

nberance  which  amplifies  the  flowing  robes  of 

nature! — 

"  The  flowers  of  Bielewsko  are  sweeter  and 
brighter  than  those  of  the  conseryatories  of  hur 
ienka,"  said  Utte  king ;  pointing  out  one  monung 
to  Ajdnia  a  duster  of  white  lilies  rising  amid  t 
wilderness  of  crimson  roses,  over  which  the  hoBj 
tenants   of  Ghedzim's  hives  if  ere  tnnmg  their 
matin  song.     <*  They  blossom  here  at  their  oim 
good  pleasure,  pure  as  the  heaven  above  their  heads 
and  the  summer  atmosphere  around  them.    My 
villa  at  the  Bath  House  boasts  of  rustic  glens  and 
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secluded  gardens ; — ^but  its  disturbed  and  polluted 
streams  disdain  to  send  forth  bouquets  such  as 
these  I"  And  stooping  as  they  reached  the  brook; 
and  anatchmg  firom  among  the  water-flags  a  sprig 
of  the  blue  Foi^et-me-not  by  which  the  banks 
were  profusely  enamelled^ — "  Will,  you  not  take 
it  firom  me,  Azinia?*' — ^he  exclaimed,  holding  the 
flower  extended  towards  her. 

The  Princess  trembling  under  the  intensity  of 
his  glanoe,  accepted  the  ofiering ;  nor  was  her 
confusion  diminished  by  the  consciousness  that, 
ss  he  placed  it  in  her  hand,  his  own  lingered  there 
with  the  tenderness  of  a  prolonged  caress.  She 
b^an  to  oondenm  herself  for  haying  gradually 
relaxed  in  the  dignity  of  demeanour  assumed 
towards  him  in  their  first  interview ; — ^for  having 
so  soon  forgotten  the  king  in  her  own  Stanislas 
of  Ptdawy.^ — 

*'  The  day  is  sultry!"  she   faltered,  as  soon  as 
she  could  obtain  command  of  her  voice ; — *'  Let 

us  return  to  the  house." — 

**  Nay !"  replied  the  king,  laying  his  hand  on 
her  unresisting  arm,  and  impeUing  her  towards 
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a  &Tourite  ledge  of  sandstone,  fcahkuied  bj 
Chedzim  in  the  bank  oyerhanging  the  Btreui; 
*'  Let  us  defy  the  sunshine  with  the  ahdteriiig 
maple  bushes  overhead,  the  water  rippUsg  ^ 
our  feet,  and  the  verdure  of  yonder  ooppiee  af- 
ibtding  deKcious  refreshment  to  our  q^.— Wky 
does  Chedzim  withhold  his  secret  from  aieJ— 
Your  Papageno  of  the  Mongols  has  the  art  «■ 
decoying  all  the  song-birds  of  ike  proTinoe  to 

•  brood  and  colonize  at  Bielewsko !" — 

••  I  oonld  well  dispense  with  its  exerase,  w»- 
served  the  Princess.— «  The  listening  stiDnew  of 

.  the   country,  sweeter  than   ita  sweetest  vnac, 
affords  a  holy  balm  to  the  human  soul." 

"  Axinia !"  cried  Stanislas,  suddenly  tainn* 
upon  her  his  dark  and  scrutinizing  eyes.  '*  w  itt 
what  sorrows  have  you  to  contend  T— J— witt  » 
many  cares, — so  many  thwartings,— m^J  «>*« 
find  satisfiatction  in  the  Sabbath  peace  of  nature; 
and  little  can  you  conjecture  the  joy  of  eseapioS 

to  this  heavenly  spot  fipwn  the  vapours  of  tW 

• 

crowded,  busy,  heated,  tedious  levee -rooin>  ^ 
which  I  have  been  passii^  the  moniiog*    ^^ 
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you^  deare8(^-<ye8 ! — ^forgive  me  I-^henoeforward 
I  resume  the  privileges  of  happier  times) — ^what 
perplexiDg  thoughts  have  you  in  store,  to  enhance 
the  tranquillity  of  solitude  V — 

''ManyT  replied  the  Princess.  **Remem- 
braiice  of  the  persecutions  of  my  family,  —  of 
my  early  exile, — of  my  humiliating  servitude  in 
the  household  of  the  Duchess  of  Holstein  ;* — and 
above  all- of  the  scenes  of  carnage  and  desolation 
spread  before  me  when  following  the  fortunes  of 
an  official  delegate  of  Muscovy. — These  are  not 
cheering  reminiscences  !'* — 

**  Think  you  it  is  the  intent  of  Providence* 
observed  Stanislas,  **  that  all  our  allotted  years 
diould  receive  a  sombre  tinge  from  youth's  dis* 
astrous  dawning? — ^Think  you  we  are  not  per- 
mitted, nay,  required,  to  enjoy  the  good  assigned 
OS,  without  repining  for  the  past  or  trembling 
for  the  future  1 — ^Where  would  be  our  gratitude 
to  Ood  or  our  trust  in  his  mercy,  did  we  syste- 
matically reject  the  pleasures  of  the  passing  hour t 
For  you,"  exclaimed  the  king,  fixmg  his  impas- 

» 

sioned  glances  upon   her    beautiful  face, — ''the 
auctions  of  life  are  over!" — 
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"  How  t" — fihe  replied,  **wke&  I  have  •Kenatcd 
myself  firom  the  ooontrj  of  mj  fitthers ;  and  hi 
this  my  mihappy  nadve  land  am  oono^dled  to 
live  as  an  oatcastt — The  Tery  TisHa  of  mj  sore- 
reign  are  accepted  in  secresy  and  shame !" — 

^*  Say  bat  the  word,'*  cried  Stanislas,  seisng 
her  hand,  *'  and  I  will  place  you  fiir  above  die 
reach  of  these  eTils.— Say  bat  the  word,  Ajrinia, 
and  as  the  Queen  of  Poland  you  shall  defy  all 
claims  of  the  Empress  over  the  dai^hter  of  tike 
Dolgorucki. " — 

But  although  the  fair  and  slender  hand  he 
hdd  in  his,  trembled  under  the  pressure,  tbe 
tone  assumed  by  Princess  Baratinhoff  in  reply 
was  calculated  to  chiU  the  very  soul  of  Stanislas. 

**  Let  me  intreat  you.  Sire,"*  said  she,  ^  to 
exercise  this  noble  spirit  of  resistanee  in  a  better 
cause  than  the  adyaacement  of  one  who  has  no 
pretensions  to  the  honour.  If  I  am  to  apprdiead 
your  protestations  as  an  evidence  of  regard,  verify 
them,  I  beseech  you,  by  ampler  protection  of  the 
interests  of  the  republic,  and  an  honest  seal  in  tke 
fortunes  of  its  suffering  patriots." 
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•*  Patriots! — ^when  will  my  ean  be  delivered 
from  that  watchword  of  Polish  sophistry !"  cried 
the  King.  '*  Every  petty  fiu^on  that  lifts  up  its 
reptile-head  in  my  dominions, — every  polemic 
flectarian^  or  brawling  partizan  that  can  gather 
a  handful  of  malcontents  to  raise  a  Vivat  in  his 
honour, — all — all — ^are  patriots ! — Know  they  the 
meaning  of  the  term  ?— or  you,  Axinia, — ^you  who 
cast  it  so  scornfully  in  my  teeth,  are  you  infii- 

tnaled  enough  to  fancy  the  cause  of  the  father- 
land aided  by  the  endless  brawls  which,  under 
the  specious  pretension  of  patriotism,  distract  our 

inefficient  Diets  Y' — 

**  The  Confederation  of  Barr,  and  the  armies 
of  Pulawski  and  Radzivil,*'  said  Axinia,  **  rise 
above  the  condition  of  brawling  factions.    Their 

purposes  are  pure, — ^their  efforts ^* 

"Pure!"  interrupted  Stanislas,  suddenly  re- 
linquishing her  hand, — **  when  I  tell  you  I  have 
certain  information  that  a  conspiracy  against  my 
person  has  been  set  on  foot  by  Pulawski." 

**It  cannot  be!" — faltered  his  horror-struck 
companion. 

TOL.  ui.  H 
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''  It  isT— cried  the  King,  Mmieirliat  appeteed 
by  her  inTolimtaiy  testimonial  of  interest  in  ha 
behalf.     *'The  oonncil,  after  dae  inTest^atioB, 
have  declared  their  canyiction  that  I  never 
the  gates  of  Warsaw,  bat  at  the  peril  of 
nation  I7  the  Confederates  of  Bair  i " 

"  Yet  every  week, — nay,  eveiy  day,  yon  ride 
hither  unattended  by  a  single  aide-demean^-— « 
single  guards — a  single  domestic !" 

**And  wherefore  nott  —  What  H  indeed  m 
rifle-ball  or  poignard  free  the  Repoblic  from  Ike 
sway  of  a  King  whom  even  those  onoe  prninsn 
ii^  themselves  his  friends,  revile  as  a  gangfcaa 
in  the  feeble  frame  of  Poland?" — 

**  Assassination  ! " — ejaeolated  the  Prineeas, 
scarcely  lending  an  ear  to  his  reproaches.  ^  Lei 
me  entreat  you.  Sire,  under  sach  fearfal  preepecta» 
to  hazard  no  further  vimts  to  Bielewsko." 

**  That  it  were  bat  my  fitte  to  quit  its  root  no 
moreV' — exclaimed  His  Majesty  with  fervour  ;<^> 
^  for  here  alone  do  peace  and  happiness  await 
me.  Welcome  will  be  the  spectacle  to  my  sub- 
jects when  my  successor  ushers  the  remains  of 
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Stanifllas  to  hk  marble  conch  at  Krakow ; — and 
henceforward  I  will  take  no  heed  of  a  life,  hate- 
ful to  them^  BXid  indifferent  to  those  I  love !'' — 
''And  you  would  hazard,  in  the  mere  mi- 

flanthropy  of  wounded  pride,  the  very  existence 
you  have  not  energy  to  devote  to  the  interests  of 
iPoland !''  cried  the  Princess,  clawing  her  hands 

under  the  influence  of  a  sentiment  far  different 
from  that  anticipated  by  the  King.  "  You,  who 
Arink  not  from  the  encounter  of  hireling  assas- 
ttns — ^you,  who  can  look  without  horror  on  the 

darkness  of  the  grave, — are  yet  do  much  a  traitor 
to  your  fiime  as  to  stand  by  unmoved,  while  the 
monsters  of  the  Borysthenes*  mow  down  your 
subjects  with  their  scythes, — and  wring  forth  ttie 
scanty  substance  of  your  people ! — Can  this  be  V^ 
Are  you  indeed  embued  with  a  stoic-s  scorn  of 


*  It  it  related  by  Rulhi^re,  a  member  oC  tbe  French  Academy, 
Umg  xeaident  in  St.  Petersburg  and  author  of  a  luminous  hii- 
toiy  of  the  anarchy  of  Poland,  that '  many  hundred  Polish 
prisoners  were  buried  alive,  by  the  ZapororisASy  (a  horde-  of 
Kozacks  inhabiting  the  islands  of  the  Borysthenes,)  with  their 
heads  protruding  from  the  earth*  to  be^  mown  down  with 
scythes  like  grass. — ^And  this  is  by  no  means  the  most  atrocious 
of  the  enormities  recorded  in  his  pages! 

B  2 
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death,  yet  insensible  to  that  oonsdonsness  of 
virtue,  that  ennobling  lore  of  fame,  which  plaees 

the  brightest  existence  of  a  sovereign  in  the  well- 
being  of  his  people  and  the  yeneralion  of  pos- 
terity?— ^Reflect,  Sire, — ^reflect  ere  you  renounce 
the  glorious  destinies  vouchsafed  by  Providence, — 
reflect  that  as  you  live  and  act, — as  you  fling  oS 
or  rise  superior  to  the  yoke  of  the  oppressor, 
future  ages  will  revile  you  as  a  feeble  egotist, — 
the  consummating  curse  of  a  falling  kingdom; 
or  honour  you  among  our  heroes  of  Poland, — the 
cradle  and  the  grave  of  chivalry  !" 

'*  It  is  too  later'  faltered  Stanislas,  covering 
his  face  with  his  hands. 

^*  It  is  not  too  bite ! "  exclaimed  the  Princess. 
*' There  is  yet  lime  to  achieve  the  salvation  of 
your  native  country,  or  to  embalm  your  memory 
in  the  love  of  her  children.  Appeal  to  their 
hearts  in  your  own  cause ! — Disdain  these  paltry 
cabals  of  the  capital, — lay  bare  eveiy  degradix^ 
subterfuge  of  Russian  policy.  Be  yourself! 
Proclaim  yourself  Chief  of  this  Republic,  not  by 
the  protection  of  a  bloodstained  Empress,  bat 


MARIEMONT.  149 

by  the  force  of  your  own  heroism,  the  mflaence 
of  your  own  virtues." 

"  And  what  will  be  the  guerdon  of  my  de- 
votion 7 "  enquired  the  King. 

"  The  approval  of  your  own  heart, — ^the  eter- 
nal favour  of  Heaven." 

**  Both — both  are  insufficient/'  cried  Stanis- 
las,  "while  you  continue  thus  coldly  disdainful 
of  my  affection." 

**  Misjudge  me  not  so  idly ! " — ^replied  Axinia. 
'^  You  cannot,  you  do  not,  believe  me  indifferent 
to  the  friend  associated  with  every  fearful  crisis 
of  my  eventful  life. — No!  yoo  cannot  believe 
me  indifferent.  You  know  as  fully  as  though 
my  lips  had  long  confirmed  your  knowledge^ 
that  Stanislas  of  Pulawy  is  still, — still, — still  and 
ever  —  dearer  to  my  soul  than  aught  on  earth 
save  the  fortunes  of  my  persecuted  country." 

Not  a  word  broke  in  reply  from  the  lips  of 

the  King.    Stanislas,  usually  so  fluent,  was  too 

much  overcome  to  attempt  an  expression  of  ib» 

emotions  struggling  in  his  bosom.    At  length, 

« 
drawing  a  deep  breath,  as  though  to  relieve  his 


. I 
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heart  'from  an  OTerwhelming  opprestton  of  has^ 
pine88,  he  uttered  a  few  incoherent  words. 

**  Blessings  upon  you,"  he  fiiltered, ."  for  the 
hopes  you  have  created,  when  I  belieTed  eveiy 
source  of  happiness  dried  up  for  ever.  Bleeaings 
upon  you,  Axinia!  You  have  bound  me  again  to 
life, — and  taught  me  to  fix  new  value  on  the 
worthless  breath  of  which  my  ftctious  subjects 
would  deprive  me.     I  hasten  to  obey  yon.** 

'*  No— no !  **  cried  the  Princess,  reooilii^  from 
the  arms  extended  to  clasp  ho*  to  his  bosom. 
"  I  cannot  sympathise  with  your  exultation  while 
danger  lurks  in  your  path!  You  have  affixded 
me  new  and  teirible  sources  of  inquietude.*^ 

'*  While^ott,**  cried  Stanislas,  ^*have  rendered 
life  too  dear  to  me ! — How,  how  shall  I  requite 
the  concession  ?  " — 

"  By  a  promise  to  avoid  the  dangers  attendant 

on  your  vimts  here.** 

"  And  can  you,'*  exclaimed  the  King  with 
indignation,  '^  can  you  believe  me  so  base  as  to 
abandon  a  spot  associated  with  such  predous 
hopes,  —  such    blessed  recollections?*' 
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**  You  force  me  then  to  quit  my  only  haven, 
of  safety,"  replied  the  Princess.  "I  will  not 
remain  here  to  allure  you  into  the  power  of 
traitors.'* 

**  Say  but  the  word/'  pleaded  Stanislas,  hoping 
to  profit  by  her  perturbation,  '^  and  I  will  hence- 
forward seek  your  presence  surrounded  by  my 
brave  guards,  and  attended  by  my  faithful  house- 
hold?" 

**  Impossible !" — exclaimed  Axinia,  perceiving 
at  once  the  snare  laid  to  obtain  her  sanction  to 
his  suit. 

**  Then  by  Heavens!"  cried  Stanislas,  "  my  way 

to  come  and  go  shall  be  through  the  same  unfre- 
quented paths  that  first  led  me  to  Bielewsko!" 

And  he  was  already  taking  the  road  leading  from 

the  farm  to  the  secluded  oak  coppice,  when  the 

horror-atruck  A^a  rushing  forward,  threw  her 

detaining  arms  around  him. 

**  Come  as  you  can  and  will,"  she  cried ; 
'^  only  promise  me  to  keep  to  the  public  road  on 
your  return  to  Warsaw?" 

*^  To-morrow  then!"  ejaculated  Stanislas,  bend- 
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ing  upon  her  a  smile  of  inezpressiUe  tendeme9i» 
as  he  turned  towards  the  wicket  where  Qiedzim 
and  his  steed  were  in  attendance.  '*  To-morrow 
forms  the  brighest  epoch  in  the  destinies  of 
Stanislas." 


CHAPTER  IV. 


We  did  but  lay  these  bonoart  on  this  mm 
To  ease  ouraelyes  of  diyen  BlanderooB  loads ; 
And  he  shall  bear  them  as  the  ass  bean  gold. 
Or  led  or  driren  as  we  point  the  way. 
Bnt  baring  brought  our  treasure  where  we  will. 
Then  take  we  down  bis  load  and  turn  him  off 
Like  to  the  empty  ass,  to  shake  his  ears 
And  grase  on  commons. 

SHdK8PM4RK. 

Erb  four  and  twenty  hours  had  elapsed,  from 
the  concession  thus  extorted,  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Poland,  attended  by  General  Cocceii  in 
one  of  the  Court  equipages,  and  escorted  by  his 
cortege  of  Uhlan  guards,  alighted  in  open  state 
at  the  gate  of  Bielewsko;  and  ere  the  ezpira^ 
tkm  of  forty-eight,  no  fewer  than  three  couriers 

h6 
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hful  taken  the  road  from  Warsaw  to  St.  Peters- 
burg,  from  three  several  personages  of  the  Coort 
employed  by  the  Empress  in  espionage  upon  the 
proceedings  of  the  king ;  each  bearing  a  different 
version  of  the  new  romance  in  which  he  was  sap- 
posed  to  have  entangled  himself. 

It  was  not  indeed,  that  the  viats  of  Stamslas 
to  Bielewsko  had  hitherto  escaped  their  notice ; 
but  the  recluse  thus  unceremoniously  viated  by 
the  king  was  supposed  to  be  a  mistress  of  inferior 
degree;  and  classed  among  the  numerous  fidr 
ones  promoted  to  his  temporary  favour.  Now, 
however,  that  it  was  whispered  in  the  coteries 
of  Warsaw  that  the  mysterious  beauty  who  tar  so 
many  months  had  contrived  to  estrange  the  atten- 
tion of  Stanislas  from  his  ordinary  pursuits  and 
recreations,  was  a  woman  of  distinguished  Iwth^ 
and  above  all,  a  native  <^  the  country  desdned  to 
give  a  queen  to  Poland,  the  indignation  of  the 
ladies  of  the  court  knew  no  bounds !  —  CooBt 
Rzewuski  was  assailed  with  representations;- 
Bishop  of  Ploczko  and  Countess  Branicka  (brother 
and  sister  to  Stanislas)  were  summoned  into  eon* 
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-vocation ;  and  her  baffled  kindred  of  the  houses 
of  PoniatofskJ  and  Czartoryski  were  the  first  to 
diflcoTer  eyil  in  Azinia's  mysterious  seclusion  at 
Bielewsko. — ^To  unite  in  opposition  to  her  influence 
was  the  uniyersal  object. — But  their  projects  were 
superfluous.  The  intervention  of  a  higher  power 
was  already  secured ;  and  the  whole  transaction, 
carefully  sifted  out  by  the  local  investigations  of 
Baron  Stackelberg  the  Russian  resident,  already 
transmitted  to  the  Empress. 

"And  thus,  a  second  time,  have  they  deceived 
xner  exclaimed  Catiierine; — crushing  in  her 
hand  the  private  despatch  containing  the  intel- 
ligence, and  flinging  it  to  the  further  extremity  of 
her  luxurious  boudoir.  "  This  puppet  ot  a  King, 
the  creature  of  my  hands, — the  tool  of  my 
power, — ^who,  but  for  the  protection  of  my  sturdy 
soldiers  of  the  Yaik^  were  even  now  rotting  in 
the  dungeon  depths  of  Krakow,  has  again  made 
mockery  of  my  patience.  But  what  had  I  to 
expect?  —  Did  he  not,  even  at  Oranienbaum, 
trespass  on  my  partiality  to  sting  the  generous 
hand  which  had  raised  him  from  the  dust? — 
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Hae  lie  not  uneeam^ly  practased  upon  ihe  cre- 
dufity  of  the   Princess  whose  proteetion  pheed 
him  Qpod  Ybb  throne  T— And  he  would  many  her ! 
"^mtoTj  Axinia  Dolgomcki ;  —  the  wanton  of 
midnij^t' assignations— the  dowerless  widow  of 
the  ruffian  Baratinhoff!— Many  her! — make  her 
Queen  of  Poland  —  Empress  —  Goddess  —hew 
know  we  what?— Knave,  and  worse  than  knave, 
-^brainlesB  and  deluded  fool !— can  he  not  rest 
patiend  J,  without  accelerating  the  senieoee  pre* 
pared  for  him  <^  breaking  the  Tills  of  wrath 
upon  his  own  head?— Queen  said  they!— Ile- 
lieve  them !— queen  to  a  juggling  mountebank, 
and  houae«drudge  to  a  deposed  jMrince;  whom 
I  will  bring  a  b^gar  for  his  daily  bi«ad  tD  die 
very  gates  of  Petersburg,  if  there  be  a  ooin  or 
an  ingot  left  in  my  Treasury,  or  a  lanee  in  the 
hands  of  my  brave  Koxacksr* — 

*'Let  Stackelberg  be  instructed  to  stir  no 
further  in  this  matter  of  BaTatinho£r8  widow,"* 
she  continued,  subduing  her  Irritatioii,  to  address 
Count  Panin,  whom  she  had  summoned  to  attend 
her.—"  His  Migesty  of  Lanenka  cannot  do  better 
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during  the  anarchy  of  his  kingdom^  than  amaBe 
Uimaelf  by  ranging  to  the  utmost  length  of  his 
golden  tether.  Whether  the  fair  one  honoured  by 
the  sighe  and  tears  of  his  inane  sensibility  be  a 
goddess  of  the  French  opera,  or  sin4>ly  a  run- 
away subject  of  the  Russian  Empire,  concerns  pa 
iu>t  a  jot.  Be  there  what  mischief  there  may 
iiL  the  lady's  intentions,  they  fall  on  barren  ground 
in  the  soul  of  Stanislas  Augustus.  Plant  the 
aoom  of  a  giant  oak  in  such  a  soil,  and  it 
renders  back  an  osier !'' 

**AnA  yet  the  inferences  drawn  by  Baron 
Stackelberg,"—  said  Panin, — 

"Inferences?" — interrupted  Catherine.  "I 
hare  heard  of  none, — I  wish  to  hear  of  none. 
Bring  me  fiicts.  Count,— bring  me  facts  ;--rand 
leave  the  inferences  to  my  own  suggestion.  Stao* 
kelberg  must  be  of  other  metal  than  I  hold  him, 
if  he  have  displayed  so  little  tact  as  to  load  his 
couriers  with  superfluous  baggage,  such  as  the 
detail  of  his  injerences,** — 

<*May  I,  at  least,  presume  to  lay  before  your 
Imperial  Majesty,"  replied  the  favourite,  '*the 
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last  nine  letters  ^  despatched  to  ycmnelf  faytliA 
King  of  Poland, —which  have  hitherto  remamed 
unopened  T*' — 

**A  angle  one  will  suffice  as  a  certifieate 
of  his  hypocrisies!"  cried  Caflierine;  relaxiiig 
from  her  stem  displeasure  into  a  bitter  sneer. 
*^  Those  dunty  epistles,  which,  as  Saldem  in- 
forms  me,  are  boasted  by  Stanislas  to  his  Court 
as  chef  d'oeuvres  of  wit  and  eloquence  so  all- 
conyincing,  that  by  them  alone  our  policy  is 
regulated/* — 

"And  of  which,  if  I  recollect** —  replied  Panin, 
following  up  the  varying  vein  of  the  Empresa, 
^*  the  dfldnty  specimen  recited  aloud  by  your  Im* 
penal  Majesty,  at  supper  at  Szarszko  Szelo,  for 
the  diversion  of  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia,  h  the 
only  one  you  have  deigned  to  unfold  for  the  last 
three  years  !'* 

"  Nothing  more  nauseates  my  soul  than  these 
fustian  attempts  at  eloquence  T  ezdaimed  the  Em- 
press, searching  through  the  papers  before  her 
for  one  of  the  unopened  missives  of  Staniabs 
Augustus.    "  Unguarded  indeed  must  be  the 
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to  be  ddacled  by  the  sophistry  of  a  wdl-tarned 
period.  Truth  needs  no  flowing  robes.  Her  se- 
vere beauty  is  chaste  even  in  utmost  nakedness. 
Again,  I  say,  give  me  facts: — I  care  not  for 
slyle : — I  abhor  the  jingle  of  false  wit :  I  hate 
the  pitiful  affectation  of  graceful  phrases.  Elo- 
quence should  be  plain,  stem,  and  simple  as  the 
manliness  of  a  hero ! — But,  enough  !  I  would 
learn  tidings  of  the  insurgent  army  of  Volhjrnia. 
This  Lukawski  whom  you  have  employed  to  so 
much  purpose  among  the  Confederates  of  Barr, — 
what  news  of  him?" 

*'  None,  Madam,  since  the  last  communication 
I  had  the  honour  of  laying  before  your  Imperial 
Majesty/' 

"  That  Pulawski  and  the  Confederates  are 
intent  upon  possessing  themselves  of  the  person 
of  the  King,  without  further  intent  of  violence  ?  " — 
said  Catherine  in  a  lower  voice,  although  well 
aware  that  the  Peri-cell  in  which  she  sat  was 
trebly  environed  to  preclude  even  the  remote 
approach  of  spies  or  listeners. — 

**  I  am  apprised  that  an  oath  of  fearful  im« 
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port  is  tboBk  to  be  mlminmtered  hy  DoEOii  Am 
Papftl  Nuncioy  in  the  moPMtcryof  Cieoglocho— » 
to  eome  fifty  of  the  Confiddentes  of  Bavr:* — 
replied  Panin  with  earnest  grayitj,  ^  and  iilianM 
jsmr  Majesty  eatertain  an  opinioii  that.ne  wo 
faoimdeB  to  eoiiTey  inteIl%enoe  to  Warsaw  of  lie 
eirtBtence  of  such  a  coittpiraey, — thai  We] 
Count  SaUem,  or  Baron  Stai^elbei^g — * 

"  Not  for  worlds !  " —  intemipted 
in  a  whisper  of  passion  differing  widely  from 
usoal  imperatiye  tone  of  aathoritf.  ^  No!«— 
let  nothing  be  done  in  intenrentiim.  ^^>f"r^ 
fipom  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  lellaw  lah 
kawski  written  tokens  of  our  sanction ;  b«t  k^ 
a  confidential  courier  be.  forthwith  dcnpatchsd 
in  disguise  to  the  head  quarters  of  Polawaki* 
mQx  succours  and  enoouragement  of  die  de> 
Sign.  — 

Ciount  Panin,  careful  not  to  let  the  sligfatesC 
expression  of  astonishment  escape  him,  bowed 
assait. — 

**  Embarrassed  as  we  are  by  our  pledges 
to  the  King,  and  the  necessity  of  irwiriliating 
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die  good  will  of  thoee  provinceB  which,  as  I 
trnit,  wiU  shortly  beeome  our  own,"  resumed 
ihe  Empress,  *'  I  know  not  what  could  more 
s^adily  relieye  us  from  our  dilemma,  than  the 
sbstnietion  of  His  Majesty's  person  during  the 
Adiberotioiis  that  must  shortly  ensue. — Proyided 
«liiple  guarantee  be  afforded  of  his  security 
firom  Tiolence,  nothing  will  better  meet  our  in* 
IMtiotts  than  the  temporary  seclusion  of  Stanis- 
las. The  Confederation  of  Barr  (already  yir- 
tually  extinguished  by  the  loss  of  the  funds 
affEtfded  by  the  doting  Grand  General,)  is  on 
tbm  verge  of  dissolution.  Branicki  is  no  more : — 
and  the  fiEdr  plains  of  the  land  he  aspired  to  go- 
vern will  shortly  be  the  spcnl  of  the  sovereign  he 
so  fruitlessly  laboured  to  circumyent." — 

**  And  yet  might  I  venture  to  suggest  to  your 
Imperial  Majesty," — said  Panin 

**  Suggest  nothing.  Count,  —  my  resolutions 
are  taken ! "  cried  the  Empress  in  her  sternest 
voice.  — "  Let  my  instructions  be  instantly  ful- 
filled; and  unless  the  next  despatch  bring  in- 
telligence of  their  fruition,  be  the  salaries  of 
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Lukawaki  and  his  aseociates  instantly  smfeM. 
We  have  other  employment  for  the  lerenBtt 
levied  by  taxation  firom  our  bithfnl  sobjeds,  dia 
the  requital  of  men  who  dream  of  henricproj^tt 
without  power  or  akill  to  give  them  aclioii.* 

An  hmnble  obeisance  conveyed  the  sqm* 
cence  of  the  fayoorite  who  had  so  mainly  coo- 
tributed  to  seat  this  de^tic  mistrMB  on  ^ 
throne.    Too  familiar  with  the  machinery  appfl^ 
taining  to  the  Imperial  cabinet  to  recoafit»nhi 
allotted  task,  loo  well  accustomed  to  opciate  m 
foreign  diplomacy  by  secret  service  and  espxf^ 
raiher  than  by  honourable  international  n*^ 
ctations,  his  degrading  duty  was  achicred  wi*- 
ont  sorprise  or  reluctance.    It  affoniea, 
considerable  reUef  to  his  feelmgs  that  the  aa^ 
moeity  of  Catherine  was  c^itred  exdm^l^ 
the  inert  and  feeble  Stanislas;  instead  of  dii«cWg 
its  machinations  against  the  graciooBan 
Axinia,  who,  in  her  self-banishment  from  *J 
countiy  of  her  father  and  her  husband,  h** 
behind  her  at  the  Imperial  Court  a  sancti^ 
remembrance  of  her  virtues. 


CHAPTER  V. 


O  fatal  18  the  blast  of  haman  paiaion, 
When  it  hath  forced  its  way  into  a  soul 
Of  hardenM  craelty.    A»  when  a  storm 
Hath  buret  the  gates  of  a  thick  ribbed  hold. 
And  all  its  gloomy  dungeons,  in  one  moment. 
Are  roaring  like  a  hundred  cataracts. 

Wilson. 


Ths  autunm  was  drawing  to  a  close  when  th^ 
designs  of  the  Confederation  of  Barr,  whose 
forces  were  now  entrenched  in  the  fortress  of 
Czentochowa,  received  this  singular  support  from 
the  very  power  whose  aggressions  it  had  been 
eonyoked  to  avenge. — 

Lukawski,  the  secret  agent  of  the  cabinet 
of  St.  Petersburg,  had  long  contrived  to  insiniiate 
himself  into  the  confidence  of  Casimir  Pulawski, 
(Generalissimo  of  the  Confederates,  and  sole  re- 
maining representative  of  the  redoubtable  fiunily 
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which  had  formed  the  origin&l  nadeus  of  the 
faction ;)  and  his  bold  and  reckless  spirit  having 
attained  considerable  influence  among  his  com- 
radeSy  a  band  of  desperadoes  was  quickly  fonned 
under  his  auspices,  including  among  others  Ent- 
zma  or  Kosinski  and  Strawenski,  the  two  offioen 
whose  inyectives   against  the  king's   person  W 
attracted,  on  his  coronation  day,   the  notice  and 
refutation  of  the  dwarf  of  Oranienbaum. — ^Under 
the  sanction  of  his  new  instructions^  Lukawsb' 
now  hastened  to  unfold  his  plans  to  the  Chiefi  of 
the  Confederation. — ^The  sanctity  of  the  spot  wbs 
calculated  indeed,  to  impart  peculiar  importaoee 
to  the  enterprize ;  for  it  was  at  the  foot  of  ibst 
miraculous  image, — (the  imputed  creation  of  an 
Evangelist  which  from  century  to  century  attract- 
ed   the    pilgrimages  and  lavish    endowments  ^ 
the  devout  till  they  demanded  a  fortress  for  their 
protection,) — ^that  Pulawski  was  beguiled  by  th« 
specious  arguments  of  his  subordinates  into  882?^ 
tioning  an  iniquitous  measure,  contrary  at  once 
to  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  rights  of  iudi- 
viduals. 
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The  villanous  scheme  originally  ftinanating 
from  the  remote  recesees  of  St.  Petersburg^  and 
now  adopted  by  the  leader  of  a  National  Confede- 
ration recognized  by  more  than  one  of  the  great 
powers,  was  to  abduct  the  person  of  the  king  of 
Poland  from  his  palace  at  Warsaw,  and  deliver 
him  into  the  custody  of  the  Confederates.    The 
fortress  of  Czenstochowa  selected  for  his  recep- 
tion, was  a  place  that  in  itself  suggested  projects 
of  yiolence. — Situated  in  a  goi^e  of  the  moun- 
tains that  separate  Poland  from  Morayia  among 
hoary  forests  and   desolate  solitudes,  there  was 
little  probability  that  the  unfortuxuite  monarch 
should  escape  the  vindictiye  hands  of  those  so 
eagerly  intent  on  his  extermination.    Of  the  forty- 
seven  confederates  engaged  by  Lukawski    and 
admitted  by  Pulawski  into  the  plot,  several  were 
men  of  desperate  character,  —  all  of  desperate 

fortunes;   and  when,  after  the  tremendous  oath 
exacted  by  the  General  in  Chief,  the  troop  of 
conspirators  rode  forth  from  the  monastery  oti' 
their  way  to  Warsaw,  under  the  especial  bene*^ 
diction  of  the  Nuncio  Durini,  not  one  among  them 
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bat  waft  prepared  to  embrue  his  bands  in  the 
blood  of  his  sovereign. 

By  skilful  manc&ayres,  Pnlawski  bad  conlriyed 
for  some  preyions  weeks  to  draw  upon  himself  tbe 
attention  of  the  Rusdan  forces,  and  attrad  to- 
wards the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Confederation, 
the  troops  usually  appropriated  to  the  protectioa 
of  the  capital ;  and  on  the  second  of  November, 
I771y  (the  day  preceding  the  fatal  Sunday  pointed 

out  by  the  Nuncio  for  the  attempt),  the  oonapi* 
rators,  under  the  disguise  of  peasants,  bearing  a 
supply  of  arms  and  ammunition  concealed  in  war 
gons  of  hay,  effected  an  entrance  into  the  city ! — 
No  time  was  to  be  lost  The  long  premedi^ 
tated  Uow  must  be  struck  without  hesitatioo. 
Their  numbers  alone  exposed  them  to  '«"Tniidiatr 
detection ;  and  by  a  £Bital  chance  in  the  veij  act 
of  passing  the  barrier,  Kosinski  and  Strawenski 
had  fallen  in  with  the  Tatar  dwarf  attached  at  the 
epoch  of  the  coronation  to  the  train  of  the  Rnasian 
ambassadress!  —  Although  his  avowed  antqiathy 
to  Stanislas,  on  that  and  the  present  oocaaioo, 
seemed  to  justify  their  confidence  in  his  seereqr. 
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i  predicted  Berioos  results  from  the  inci- 


dent.' — 

At  present,  however,  every  thing  seemed  to  fisi- 
voor  their  movements.  On  the  very  morning  of 
the  Sunday  selected  for  the  perpetration  of  their 
crimei  Stanislas  Augustus,  whose  visits  to  Bielew- 
sko  were  continually  thwarted  by  the  machina- 
tions of  his  family  and  his  ministers,  had  sought 
the  presence  of  his  lovely  friend  to  press  upon 
her  acceptance  a  residence  at  his  palace  in 
the  suburbs. 

**  Incessantly  and  maliciously  detained  from 
your  presence/'  he  exclaimed,  my  only  chance  of 
benefiting  by  your  counsels,  dearest  Axinia,  is  by 
inducing  you  to  settle  for  the  winter  season  at 
the  Belvedere." 

**  First  let  me  read  the  name  of  the  King  of 
Poland  inscribed  in  the  lists  of  the  Patriotic  as- 
sodation  1"  replied  the  Princess,  with  a  mournful 
vmile.  "  In  obedience  to  your  desire,  I  have 
already  renounced  every  favourite  inclination : — 
my  love  of  seclusion,  of  obscurity,  of  peace.  Grant 
me  in  return  this  trifling,  but  precious,  &vour. — 
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"  All  IB  already  in  train  of  preparation,"  replied 
Stanislas.  **  It  would  have  been  madneas  to  ven- 
tore  upon  an  act  that  will  instantly  drmw  down 
upon  the  Republic, — (the  exhausted  and  enfeebled 
Republic) — ^the  overwhelming  armies  of  Ruaoa, 
ere  precautions  were  taken  against  the  result. 
Within  an  hour  after  the  completion  of  such  a 
measure,  Stackelberg  will  quit  the  capital, — 
within  a  week,  the  forces  of  the  Empress  wiD 
march  hither  from  the  frontier !" 

"  Do  you  repent,  —  would  yon  recal  your 
pledge  ?**  said  Princess  Baratinhoff  in  a  nuld 
but  determined  tone.    '*  It  is  not  yet  too  late  T 

^*No, — fto! — a  thousand — thonsand  times 
no !"-— cried  Stanislas,  with  the  most  impassioned 
tenderness.  ^^  Azinia — deal  not  so  sternly  widi 
me ! — ^Ajdnia,  be  just,  be  generous.  Accord  some 
little  faith  to  the  good  intent  of  one  who  has 
loved  you  well  and  long,  and  would  willingly  re- 
sign for  one  smile  of  your  affections  those  paltry 
distinctions  to  which  you  believe  him  attached  by 
such  vile  subjection." — 

**  Forgive  me,"  cried  the  Princess,  extending 
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her  hand  towards  him,  *'  if  I  am  jealous  of  your 
honour  as  of  my  own ! " 

^*  You  know  not,"  he  resumed,  in  a  sad  and 
eerious  tone,  **  none  can  know  but  those  to  whom 
the  question  affords  from  day  to  day,  from 
month  to  month,  from  year  to  year,  a  fearful 
and  perplexing  study,  by  what  contending  influ- 
ences and  intricate  claims  the  authority  of  Rus- 
sia supports  itself  in  this  divided  kingdom." 

*^I  know"  replied  Axinia,  *^that  without  its 
aid  we  may  become  the  prey  of  other  enemies, 
but  that  its  succours  are  doubly  fatal. — Stanislas ! 
talk  not  to  me  of  the  power  of  Catherine,  ^—who 
can  better  appreciate  her  limitless  potency  of 
evil ! " 

*'  But  since  my  incorporation  in  the  Patriotic 
Confederacy,  will  so  shortly  afford  me  a  claim 
to  your  presence  at  the  Belvedere,"  resumed 
Stanislas,  '^  surely  you  will  not  withhold  those 
farther  pledges  of  mutual  faith  which ^'* 

"  Pause  at  least  till  the  first  article  .of  our 
compact  be  completed!"  rejoined  the  Princess; 
deeply  affected  by  the  certainty  that  the  net  of 

VOL.  in*  I 


170  THE  MILL  OF 

difficulties  in  which  she  was  inYolved,  must  ac- 
celerate a  marriage  which  her  better  judgBaeQl 
assured  her  would  be  a  signal  of  ruin  to  both. 

*' Thank  Heaven,  these  torments  of  sqwra- 
tion  will  soon  be  at  an  end!''  cried  the  Kii^, 
rising  soon  afterwards  to  take  leave.  "  In  three 
days  all  will  be  decided.  I  have  resolved  to 
make  known  my  views  to  the  Ghrand  Chaneel- 
lor.  Prince  Michael  is  indisposed  and  keeps 
his  chamber;  and  this  very  night  (my  £unily 
being  accustomed  to  assemble  weekly  at  his 
Hotel)  I  shall  acquaint  them  with  the  hapiiy 
change  of  my  prospects.  Think  of  me»  dearest 
Axinia,  when  you  retire  to  rest;  for  at  that  hour 
will  your  friend  be  assailed  by  the  angry  re* 

monstrances  of  his  ambitious  kindred ;  who,  not 
ccmtent  with  making  me  a  king,  are  intent  upon 
maintaining  me  on  the  throne  by  an  interested 
marriage." 

'^And  why  refuse  your  ear  to  their  ai^giH 
mients?"  said  Axinia,  striving  to  witiuiraw  the 
hand  which  Stanislas  was  pressing  to  his  lips. 

**  Because  my  heart,  soul,  life,  happiness,  are 
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pledged  to  yoa  alone :  because,  from  my  youth 
till  now,  I  have  lived  in  joyless  and  heartless 
devotion  to  the  vanities  of  the  world :  because, 
Axinia,  because  the  smile  that  now  beams  upon 
me  from  your  lips,  the  auspicious  tears  that  now 
glisten  in  your  eyes,  promise  me  years  of  tender- 
ness and  joy.  Farewell, — sweetest,  dearest,  best ! 
Within  a  few  hours  the  scroll  of  our  destiny  will 
be  accomplished!  I  return  hither  but  to  claim 
my  wife,  and  the  future  queen  of  Poland  !*' 

Willingly  would  the  devoted  Stanislas  have 
clasped  her  in  his  arms  in  confirmation  of 
his  hopes,  and  commemoration  of  this  their 
last  parting  under  the  roof  of  Bieleswko! 
But  an  atmosphere  of  holiness  environed  the 
person  of  Axinia,  which  seemed  to  purify  even 
the  hopes  and  wishes  of  her  royal  worship- 
per. Never  had  he  loved  woman  as  he  loved 
her: — and  yet  to  her  alone  he  presumed  not  to 
address  those  freedoms  of  tender  homage  which 
their  mutual  position  seemed  to  justify.  He  no 
longer  entertained  a  doubt  that  she  regarded  him 
with  preference, — with  more  than  preference: 

I  2 
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^en  with  unqualified  and  partial  affection.  Yet 
auch  was  the  veneration  with  which  the  spodeBs- 
ness  of  her  life  and  eleyation  of  her  mind  in- 
spired him,  that  he  had  never  ventured  to  fbree 
from  her  lips  the  express  avowal  of  her  love. 
Often  had  he  been  on  the  point  of  exacting  the 
confession ;  but  Azinia^s  air  of  self^xmimand  im- 
posed  too  much  upon  his  courage.  A  glance 
from  her  reproving  eye  had  power  to  make  his 
heart  beat  and  his  colour  rise;  and  he-^the  idol  of 
an  Empress,  and  worshipped  by  the  adulation  of 
women  of  highest  birth  and  beauty, — had  often 
sat  by  the  side  of  the  young  widow  in  her  lowly 
dwelling-house  of  Bielewako,  without  presoming 
to  take  h^  hand  in  his,  or  to  hazard  the  simple 
question,  "  Is  my  faithful  love  returned  ?  ** — He 
proved  the    full   extent   of    his  attachment  by 

admitting  himself  unworthy  her  affection. — 

Twice,  as  the  King  was  about  to  enter  his 
carriage,  his  foot  hesitated  in  the  vestibule,  in 
the  desire  to  return  to  her  presence,  and  fortify 
his  courage  for  the  mighty  task  he  had  under* 
taken,  by  exacting  from  Axinia's  gentie 
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Still  more  express  promise,  a  still  more  ample 
acknowledgment  of  her  intention  to  become  his 
own.  But  the  dread  that  she  would  despise  his 
^reakness  or  recede  from  his  endearments,  sus- 
pended the  attempt*  He  had  said  enough  to 
attenerate  her  feelings, — ^he  had  said  enough  to 

shake  her  determination;  yet,  at  the  parting 
moment,  she  had  bent  upon  him  her  usual  saintly 
smile  of  chaste  affection, — pure,  bright,  and  cold 
as  the  moon-light  of  a  wintry  sky ! — 

And  yet,  with  all  her  impassive  reserve,  the 
heart  of  Axinia  already  experienced  a  painful 
perplexity  of  feeling.  Within  a  few  hours  all 
would  be  decided ;  and  she  was  already  pledged 
to  abandon  her  happy  valley!  A  shudder  crept 
throuzh  her  veins,  as  she  listened  to  the  de- 
parting  wheels  of  the  Royal  equipage.  The  King 
had  engaged  to  re-visit  Bielewsko  only  to  con- 
duct her  thence  for  ever.  Once  more,  she  was 
about  to  plunge  into  the  fatal  turmoil  of  the 
world;  once  more,  like  the  raven  of  the  Ark, 
to  adventure  on  the  waters  of  strife ;  once  more, 
to  turn  aside  from  the  gentle  paths  of  peace, 
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Touchsafed  by  Providence  to  her  consolation.  A 
thousand    yague    presentiments    oppressed    her 

mind.      Thrust   by   adverse    fortune    from    her       I 

I 

childhood  into  the  storms  of  life,  she,  a  creaton?        > 

I 

of  loye  and  gentleness,  had  been  enabled  by  the 

fortitude  of  virtue  to  confront  and  snrmoimt 
them  all.  But  the  perils  now  before  her  would 
be  of  her  own  seeking!  —  Forewarned  and  pre- 
advised,  she  was  about  to  rush  wantonly  upon 
perdition! — But  no, — not  wantonly! — Eyen  in 
the  darkest  of  her  perplexities,  the  dawning  sal- 
vation of  her  country  seemed  to  rise  under  h& 
influence,  like  a  star  of  hope,  —  the  anspidons 
planet  of  a  holier  sphere ! — 

It  was  well  for  the  Princess  that  the  neces- 
sity for  immediate  preparation  startled  her  from 
these  painful  reflections. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


Tk  not  the  bended  kneei,— > 
The  troope  of  butterflies  that  flatter  stUl 
In  greatheM*  summer, — ^who  confirm  a  prince ; 
No ! — he*8  a  King  that  daret  do  aught  but  wrong ; 
Fears  nothing  mortal,  but  to  be  unjust ; 
Who  can  enjoy  himself  mangre  the  throng 
That  strive  to  press  his  quiet  out  of  him  ; 
Whose  brow  is  wreathed  with  the  silrer  crown 
Of  dear  contentment ! — TkU  is  sovereignty ! 
And  of  this  empire  etrery  man's  possessed 
That's  worth  his  soul ! 

M4R8T0S  (Antonio  and  Msludj). 


It  was  at  the  close  of  this  fatal  evening, — ^an 
evening  passed  in  perplexing  and  solitary  self- 
commnnion, — ^that  the  recluse  recognized  the  ne- 

oesaity  of  communicating  to  her  humble  house- 
hold her  intended  removal  to   the  Belvedere. 
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With  resdeaB  steps  she  had  wandered  thiau^ 
the  chambers  of  the  lowly  dwelling,  so  kog 
her  city  of  defence;  had  gazed  with  yearning 
sympathy  on  the  fiuniliar  objects  to  which  ^e 
was  abont  to  bid  adieu  for  ever : — the  spots  where 
she  had  sat  conversing  with  the  King, — the  pil- 
low whereon  she  had  so  often  remained  sleep- 
less for  his  sake, — ^the  oratory  wherein  she  had 
so  often  c(»nmended  his  destinies  and  thoee  of 
her  native  country  to  the  interpodtion  of  Hea- 
ven. 

At  length,  wearied  in  body  and  sfinty  she 

determined  to  retire  to  rest; — and  returning  to 
her  sitting-room  for  the  purpose  of  an  interview 
with  the  faithful  Chedzim  who  had  so  long  and 
zealousy  devoted  himself  to  her  service,  she 
touched  the  silver  call  that  lay  upon  her  writing- 
table,  as  a  signal  for  his  attendance.  An  air  <tf 
stem  dissatisfaction  was  visible  in  the  old  man's 
face  as  he  obeyed  her  summons.  But  having 
prepared  herself  for  those  abrupt  asperities  of 
speech,  to  which  custom  and  his  age  and  excel- 
lence  rendered  her  indulgent,  the  Princess  has- 
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tily  acquainted  him  that  he  must  prepare  to  quit 
Bielewsko. 

^'  I  know  it/'  replied  the  Kalmuck* 
"  You  are  then  a  shrewd  guesser ! "  oliserved 
his  gentle  lady.     ^'  For  till  within  this  few  hours 
my  resolution  was  not  taken." 

"  My  own  is  of  a  week's  date !  "  rejoined  the 
dwarf.  **  Tis  now,  Madam,  some  score  of  years 
since  I  was  first  attached  to  your  service.  Dili- 
gently shaping  myself  therewhile  to  your  High- 
ness's  will,  I  have  been  a  creature  of  implicit 
obedience ; — ^like  your  spaniel,- your  slipper,  your 
mask,  your  mantua,  your  glove,  to  be  worn 
out  and  thrown  aside  at  last,  although  of  mo- 
mentary value  in  time  of  service." 

"  Is  there  need  to  remind  me  of  all  this?" 
cried  the  Princess,  somewhat  startled  by  his  vehe- 
mence, "  or  to  boast  the  fealty  I  remember  with 
BO  much  gratitude  ?" 

"  None,  Madam,  —  as  regards  to-day  or  to- 
morrow.— But  a  month  hence,  a  year  hence,  nay, 
many,  many,  years  hence,  I  could  wish  that 
should  chance  name  in  your  ears  the  name  of 

i6 
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Chedzim,— or  should  you  incline  to  pniae  the 
fidelity  of  some  new  and  devoted  servant, — joa 
might  be  tempted  to  exclaim, — ^The  Tktar  too,  wbs 
a  creature  of  trust  and  truth !" — ^And  inTolantarilT 
the  dwarf  passed  the  back  of  his  mi&-shapen  haad 
across  his  eyes. 

*'  And  of  a  surety  I  should  say  so,  did  occa- 
sion serve/'  said  his  mistress,  still  more  and  more 
surprised.      "But  since   you  will   live  and   die 

with  me,  Chedzim,  and  since  for  many  years  to 
come,  you " 

"  No  !  Madam,"  interrupted  the  dwarf,  **  my 
pack  is  ready  to  be  girded  on, — ^my  duties  are 
done ; — I  will  back  to  the  Steppes,  and  die  among 
the  roving  tribes  in  whose  tents  I  sprang  to  life," 

"  You  will  not,"  cried  Axiaia,  "  no !  you  will 
not  desert  me ! — ^You  will  not  disappoint  my  hopes 
of  rendering  your  old  age  happy."   . 

"It  is  time  to  have  a  care  of  my  own  happi- 
ness," said  the  dwarf  sternly,  "  for  already  has  your 
Highness  engrossing  cares  in  store !  Could  I  mi- 
nister to  yoursy  I  would  remain  and  die  at  your  feet. 
But  the  sentence  is  written,  the  loom  is  set ;  and 
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the  bitter  miseries  yon  hare  resolved  to  draw 
down  upon  yourself  are  of  loftier  origin  than  the 
humble  hand  of  Chedzim  may  avail  to  turn  aside. 
Nought  further  can  I  achieve  for  my  gentle  lady ; 
and  would  not  witness  the  wreck  of  the  frail  vessel 
I  have  beheld  triumphant  over  so  many  storms. 
The  ground  I  have  tilled  here  at  Bielewsko,  sum- 
mer after  summer,  must  be  given  up  to  the  thistle 
and  the  mole;  and  I  will  henceforth  lend  the 
labours  of  my  feeble  arm  to  the  country  of  my 
birth.** 

*'What  means  all  this?" — exclaimed  the 
Princess,  throwing  back  the  drapery  of  her  veil, 
and  looking  intently  on  the  furrowed  face  of  her 
aged  servitor,  now  ruffled  by  agitation.  — -  **  Has 
any  one  injured  you,  my  poor  Chedzim ; — ^have  / 
unwittingly,  —  Heaven  knows  most  unwillingly 
— wounded  your  feelings  or  your  pride  V* 

"  My  pride  was  in  yauy — ^in  you  were  centered 
my  feelings  of  human  kindness!"  said  the  old 
man,  almost  sobbing  with  emotion.  *<  You  have 
wounded  them — ^for  you  have  doomed  yourself  to 
destruction*    You  were  a  young  and  tender  child, 
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lady,  when  on  bis  Highness  jonr  fether's  na:B 
Russia,  the  Empress  gave  me  to  joa  as  a  bac.x 
— a  d(^, — ft  stock, — a  stone, — to  be  a  hnt  e 
your  tyranny  of  childhood.  Well  was  I  inami 
torment;  forwhatmoreglorioosscbitolof  soSens 
than  tlie  court  of  Elizabeth  ? — And  yet  mj  he-* 
rebelled  that  I,  by  the  will  of  God  a  cripliBg  ^ 
clipped  in  proportious,  but  still  a  loan,  —  an  (^ 
man, — a  strong-hearted  man, —  should  be  asBC^- 
ed  in  bondage  to  the  mockery  of  a  peevisb  giH! 
— I  can  yet  hear  the  coarse  insulting  lao^h  >^ 
Razumofski,  when,  throwing  a  golden  chain  over 
my  neck,  the  Empress  bod  you  rise  from  the  fxt- 
stool  at  her  feet  and  thank  ber  for  yonr  goblin 
page  !"— 

"  My  poor  Chedwm !"  exclfumed  the  Princes. 
insensibly  reverting  to  the  long  forgotten  scene-— 

"  Ay  lady, — such  was  even  then  your  gmtie 
adjuration ! — How  sweet  it  sounded  in  my  ean, — 
how  fair  you  seemed,  —  how  angel  like; — h<n 
soon  I  followed  your  playful  steps  in  love  rad 
gladness!  I  had  nought  else  to  love;  and  old, 
kinsmanless,  affectionless,    I  doated  on  the  hk 
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creature  that  grew  up  to  womanhood  before  my 
eyes ! " — 

"  My  good,  good  Chedzim  ! " 

"How  bitterly,  too,  did  we  weep  together  wheo, 
as  a  mark  of  imperial  favour,  we  were  attached  to 
the  household  at  Oranienbaum  !  Twas  no  place 
for  a  pure  of  soul  like  the  noble  A^cinia  Dolgo- 
rucki ; — no  place  for  a  true  of  heart  like  the  old 

Kalmuck  whose  bondage  her  gentle  mercy  ren- 
dered so  sweet.*' 

"Yet,  even  there,  Chedzim,"  faltered  the 
Princess,  "  often  did  your  devoted  zeal  avail  me !" 

"  Bethink  you,  lady,"  he  persisted,  ("  yet  al- 
ready you  remember,  or  the  tears  would  not  thus 
glisten  in  your  eyes,) — on  what  occasion  I  first 
presumed  to  disobey  your  Highness's  com- 
mands!"— 

"  Twas  when  I  despatched  you  on  an  errand 
of  kindness  to  Count  Poniatofski,"  said  the  Prin- 
cess, struggling  with  her  feelings. 

"  Harshly  did  you  rate  me, — ^and  it  was  your 
first  and  only  word  of  reprehension— when  I  bad 
you  beware  the  scholar  of  the  profligate  Briton, 
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the  gallant  of  the  wanton  Catherine ; — ^the  smooth- 
tongued, —  glozing^ — cringing, — faTOur-seekiii^, 
—  time-serving '' 

"  Peace — ^peace !"  cried  the  Princess,  *•  I  de- 
nied you  then  a  hearing — I  will  not  grant  it 
now. — ^You  outrage  a  friend  I  honour, — jou  vii- 
liiy  an  anointed  king  !" 

'*  I  amend  my  speech  f  cried  the  T&tar  bit 
terly,  "  and  will  offend  no  more. — Suffice  it  that 
I  told  you,  Madam,  with  tears,  prayers,  expostu- 
lations, that  nought  but  evil  would  chance  of 
your  inter-communing ; — and  even  as  I  spake  the 
thing  befel.  You  were  discovered, — ^insulted, — 
degraded ;  and  after  three  years  of  wrong  and 
sorrow,  forced  into  the  arms  of " 

"  Enough," — said  the  Princess  gravely. — ^**  I 
dispute  not  your  justification. — Let  it  be  forgot- 
ten."— 

"  Let  it  be  remembered^ — recalled, — shouted 
aloud  in  your  ears,  till  you  cannot  refuse  your 
credence !"  cried  the  dwarf,  hoarse  with  growing 
eamestnete.  **  For  again  I  renew  my  denuncia- 
tions ; — again  I  say  that  ruin  is  at  hand; — again** — 


MABIEMOl^Ti  183 

**  I  do  remember/'  mildly  interrupted  hb  in- 
dulgent mistress — '*  that  when  chance  conducted 
his  Majesty  the  king  to  Bielewsko,  you  once 
more  bazarded  my  displeasure  by  your  interdic- 
tions.— But  why  this  yirulence? — ^Your  faithful 
aerrice  inclines  me  to  a  patient  hearing.  Speak 
out ! — In  what  has  Stanislas  earned  this  vehe- 
mence of  ill-will  at  your  hands  t" — 

*•  If  seLSshnesSy — sensuality, — egotism/' — 
•'  Nay," — interrupted  the    Princess, — **  these 
accusations  have   I   heard  already.     Let   us  go 
deeper  into  the  matter.     In  what  has  he  dealt 
blameably  towards  yourself?" 

*'  In  all  things,"  replied  Chedzim,  careless  of 
the  accusing  inference  of  his  lady.  ^'  Proud  of 
his  fair  proportions,  the  prodigal  gift  of  his 
Creator,  he  glories  in  reviling  me  as  an  outcast 
from  the  common  bond  of  nature.  Others  as 
shapely  as  the  son  of  Charles  of  Sweden's  bi- 
sognon, — ^yourself.  Madam,  so  fair  and  gracious, 
— ^have  been  used  to  call  me  *  dwarf'  or  *  elfling,' 
in  mere  sport  of  kindness. — But  how* spake  the 
vapouring    Poniatofski,    when   evermore  in  the 


184  THj;   MILL   OP 

allies  of  Oranienhaum  I  croflsed  his  path  ? — Awsr, 
imp; — Ont,  abortion; — Hence,  dog  d  Tktsry, 
— pigmy,  —  myrmidon,  —  monster, — orchin,  — 
slave !  No  impulse  of  generous  homanitj  whis- 
pered that  the  d(^  he  spumed  had  a  heart  which 
throbbed  as  warmly  as  his  own^ — a  heart  suscep- 
tible to  kindness  and  capable  of  gratitude." 

"  This  is  mere  techiness,"  cried  the  Princess, 
attributing  to  mortified  yani^the  Philippics  of 
her  page. — 

''  Tis  the  sternness  of  truth !"  retorted  Ched- 
zim.  ^'  How  should  he  grace  a  council  chamber 
who  lacks  judgment  to  discern  that  onedidnal  vir^ 
tues  lie  in  the  humblest  herb,  and  hidden  poUotiiHi 
in  the  calycle  of  the  loveliest  flower  ?  —  Is  this 
pride-inflated  worm  to  learn  that  the  Omnipo- 
tent, who  in  his  compensating  justice  so  njcely 
balances  his.benefactions,  assigns  to  one  the  gift 
of  loveliness, — to  another,  of  fiiculties? — to  one 
the  ermine  and  the  purple,  —  to  another  the 
brighter  garment  of  immortal  fame  ? — to  Stanislas 
of  Oranienbaum  the  trinkets  of  the  Saztm  palace, 
— to  Chedzim  the  dwarf,  the  remembiance  of  a 
life  of  truth  and  innocence  !"•  • 
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••  For  my  sake,  Chedziin,  overlook  these  irri- 
tations/' said  the  Princess  soothingly. 

*•  For  your  sake  only  will  I  not!**  exclaimed 
the  Tsltar.    **  As  king  of  this  brawling  republic^ 
Stanislas  Augustus  is  to  me  as  Louis  of  France, 
or  George  of  England,  —  a    name  of  visionary. 
honour, — an  enthroned  shadow.     But  as  the  be* 
tray er  of  her  whose  girlhood  sported  like  a  fawn 
before  my  eyes,  —  whose  virtuous  maturity  has 
been  before  me  pure  and  lofty  as  the  snowy  sum- 
mit of  the  Kra})aks, — I  hate  him, — ^loathe  him, — 
despise  and  spit  at  him  for  ever  !"— 

"  Betrayer?*'  reiterated  the  lady  of  Bielewsko. 

**  Betrayer!"  persisted  Chedzim,  in  a  yet  loud-* 
er  tone.  *^  Like  the  Afrit  of  Indostan,  Stanislas 
demanded  the  poor  concession  of  three  steps  in 
the  kingdom  of  his  deity ; — ^but  lo  !  the  third 
will  reach  to  the  very  throne  of  Vishnoo ! — At 
his  enticement,  you  quit  your  seclusion,  you  aban- 
don the  pleasant  places  wherein  the  favour  of  Grod 
has  planted  you.  — ^You  are  about  to  become  the 
inmate,  and  Europe  will  revile  you  as  the  misr 
tress--of  Stanislas  Augustus." 
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*^  Europe  flhaU  hail  me  as  his  wiVB  P'-^-exeUim- 
ed  tibe  nkd^nant  Azmia,  risiiig  from  her  seat  widi 

the  dignity  of  a  swan,  roflUng  its  fiiir  fi^then 
apoD  the  ivaters. 

«*  Neverr  cried  Chedzim.  «« The  Empress— 
his  mislress  and  yours — the  mistress  of  Poland, — 
of  the  warU — of  Beelzebah,  for  aogfat  I  know, — 
win  rather  poor  down  her  legions  to  level  the 
palaces  of  Warsaw  with  the  plain  of  the  Vola, 
than  that  a  wedded  wife — a  wedded  Qaeen,  should 
share  the  sovereignty  of  her  puppet! — ^Nay,  more. 
Madam, — and  in  this  at  least  I  speak  cm  certain 
knowledge, — the  king  himself  is  on  the  rerge  of 
perdition. — In  my  errands  on  your  hehalf  into 
the  city,  I  have  oicountered  with  those  who 
are  sworn  his  enemies  to  the  yerj  death,  and 
are  even  now  lying  in  wait  to  destroy  him."* 

<«  Yon  have  consorted  with  traitors  and  regi- 

cides  V  cried  the  lady,  with  indignation. 

**ReviIe  them  not,  lady  T  answered  Chedxim : 
— "  for  honouring  in  yourself  a  descendant  of  die 
Djalinski,  and  in  9ne  the  servitor  of  your  hoose, 
they  bad  me  breathe  this  warning  in  your  ears.** 
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*'Thi8  does  not  suffice  me!" — cried  Axinia, 
starting  from  her  seat,  and  seizing  the  hand  of 
her  domestic. — ^'  Speak  out,  Chedzim ! — ^tell  me 
all ! — ^There  is  danger  in  his  path — Speak !" 

But  Chedzim  hent  his  brows  in  stubborn 
silence. 

"You  disobey  me?"  exclaimed  the  Princess. 

*•  For  the  first  time  during  twenty  years  of 
faithful  service !" — ^replied  the  dwarf,  in  a  tone  of 
determination  that  seemed  to  dignify  his  mise- 
rable proportions. 

"Ungrateful  and  perverse!"  cried  his  noble 
mistress. 

"  Ungrateful  r — ejaculated  Chedzim,  looking 
upon  her  with  an  intensity  of  humble  tenderness. 
— ^**  You  cannot — you  dare  not  persist  in  the 
accusation !" 

"You  are  right — I  dare  not!"  interrupted 
Azinia ; — **  but  this  I  dare  I" — and  throwing  her- 
self on  the  ground  at  his  feet,  —  she  humbled 
herself  in  entreaties  for  further  insight  into  the 
dangers  of  Stanislas.  And  lo!  the  features  of 
the  dwarf  became  convulsed  with  emotion,  as  he 
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leoogoized  in  thiB  fisUal  proof,  the  exteai  of  her 
derotedneee  to  the  King. 

**Woe!  woe!"  cried  he,  stamping  with  hi? 
feeUe  foot,  aad  without  power  to  raise  her  from 

the  earth.  — "  Nature  is  outraged  by  all  that 
touches  upon  this  matter.  She  kneels  to  me, — 
the  spotless, — the  illustrious, — the  generous ;  and 
he,  a  crowned  King,  will  soon  be  a  bound  and 
abject  prisoner  in  the  dungeons  of  the  Confede* 
ration  of  Barr !" — 

** Great  God!"  —  shrieked  Axinia,  clasping 
ho*  hands. 

'*  Rise ! — ^riseT— cried  the  dwarf. 

**  Never, — till  you  have  instructed  me  in  the 
means  of  aiding  and  preserving  him !" 

*'  Hear  me,  then.  Madam,"  said  Chedzim ; 
and  with  an  averted  face,  he  revealed  to  the 
shuddering  Axinia  the  circumstance  of  his  casual 
introduction  to  Kutsma  and  his  comrades,  and  his 
grounds  of  imputing  to  them  a  design  against  the 
life  or  liberty  of  the  King  of  Poland ! 


CHAPTER  VII. 


If  you  would  bear,  and  change  your  savage  minds, 

Ltave  to  be  mad ; — ^forsake  your  purposes 

Of  treason,  rapioe,  murder,  war  and  horror. 

The  commonwealth  hath  eyes,  that  watch  as  sharply, 

Orer  her  life,  as  you  do  for  her  ruin. 

Consider  your  attempts,  and  while  there's  time 

Repent  them. 

Bss  Jossos  {Catiune). 


Meanwhile  the  interview  between  his  Majes^ 
and  the  united  members  of  his  family  was,  as^he 
had  anticipated,  a  stonny  one.  Prince  Czarto- 
ryski,  now  infirm  and  verging  towards  the  grave, 
beholding  in  the  two-fold  project  of  the  king  a 
signal  for  the  extinction  of  the  Republic,  was 
unsparing  in  the  expression  of  his  disgust* 
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*'  In  descending  from  your  throne,"  said  tbe 
shrewd  old  man  in  conclusion  of  his  remon- 
strances, *^  to  unite  yourself  with  a  mere  faction, 
such  as  this  self-styled  Patriotic  Assodation,  you 
virtually  uncrown  yourself;  and  the  potentates 
of  Europe  have  thenceforward  a  right  to  treai 
with  you  as  with  any  other  simple  citizen  of  the 
Republic." 

"  Let  them  treat  with  me  as  they  will,**  cried 
Stanislas ; — ''  It  shall  be  my  task  to  prove  myself 
a  sovereign." 

"  A  sovereign  disavowed  by  his  subjects ; — 
hunted  by  rebellion, — without  treasure, — sol- 
diers  '* 

"  Nay !''  interrupted  Stanislas,  "  a  Iting  of 
Poland  with  a  handful  of  the  heroes  whose  ance^ 
tors  for  centuries  brandished  their  sabres  over  the 

fallen  hordes  of  Muscovy  and  T&tary ** 

"  Tis   against  those  very  warriors  you   are 

required  to  stand," — ^interrupted  the  Prince.  "  The 

forces  of  Pulawski " 

"  Enough — enough!'*  —  cried    His  Majesty, 

hastily  rising,  and  giving  to  his  aid-de-camp  in 
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waitiiig  the  Bignal  for  depaitare. — *'  I  came  not 

hither  now  for  bounsel.  I  have  often  sought  it, 
my  dear  uncle,  at  your  hands ; — ^yes !  sought,  ac- 
cepted, and  profited  by  your  instructions  in  many 
a  juncture  of  grave  import.  In  this^  I  am  pledged 
by  the  ties  of  honour  and  affection  to  the  will  of 
one  who  is  about  to  become  my  wife :  and, — 
under  sanction  of  the  Diet, — queen  of  Poland." 

A  general  murmur  burst  from  the  astonished 
circle. 

^*  From  the  kingdom  and  its  malcontents," 
resumed  His  Majesty,  "  I  anticipate  opposition 
to  my  design ;  from  the  members  of  my  own 
family,  I  expect  the  affectioilate  support  and 
indulgence  to  which  my  own  uniform  considera- 
tion for  their  interests  so  well  entitles  me/' 

And  having  saluted  the  assembled  circle  witli 
graceful  but  dignified  courtesy,  the  king  pro* 
ceeded  towards  the  anti-chamber. 

"  Your  Majesty's  retinue  is  not  yet  arrived  1" 
observed  Count  Poniatofrki,  bis  kinsman  and 
aid-^e-camp. 

*'  No  matter ;—  my  carriaga  wait4 1''  replied 
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the  king,  eager  to  escape  the  remonstraneee  of 
his  intUgnant  relatives. 

**The  night  is  dark,  Sire^"  —  persisted  the 

aid-de-camp. 

*^  Suffer  my  people  to  accompany  you  with 
torches/'  interposed  Prince  Csartoryski. 

'^  No  !'*  cried  Stanislas,  traversing  the  apart- 
ment—  "We  will  proceed  slowly; — my  horses 
are    sure.  —  I   have   buiuness   to   transact   with 

4 

Rzewuski  on  my  return  to   the  palace!  —  fare- 
well." 

And  having  been  respectfully  attended  to  the 
vestibule  by  his  cousin  Prince  Adam,  and  the 
Bishop  of  Ploczko,  he.  entered  the  royal  car* 
riage ;  which,  with  due  allowance  for  the  periloos 
darkness  of  the  night  in  a  dty  still  destitute  of 
lamps  or  pavement,  proceeded  towards  the  palace, 
situated  at  scarcely  half  a  mile  from  that  of  Prince 
Czartoryski  in  the  Miodova  Ulica. 

Little  did  the  murmuring  circle  he  left  behind, 
whose  indignation  burst  forth  on  his  departure  in 
the  most  unreserved  invectives  against  his  selfish 
rashness,  conjecture  the  perils  and  sufferings  that 
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their  royal  relative! — In  the  obscure 
iubarb  he  was  obliged  to  traverse,  the  lurking 
conspirators,  headed  by  Lukawski  and  Kosin- 
aki,  had  for  some  hours  awaited  his  coming! 
Scarcely  had  the  royal  equipage  proceeded  five 
hundred  paces  from  the  palace  gates,  when  it 
was  suddenly  stopped  and  surrounded;  a^d  the 
king — startled  from  his  reverie  upon  the  em- 
barrassing Scene  from  which  he  had  just  es* 
caped, — discovered  from  the  report  of  fire-arms 
and  the  bullets  that  rattled  against  the  pan- 
tiels  of  the  carriage,  that  he  was  in  the  hands 
of  assassins! — 

''My  guai*ds ! — h  moi,  k  moi,  mes  gardes!" 
was  his  involuntary  exclamation.  But  alas!  no 
guards  were  at  hand.  The  Hayducks  in  attend- 
ance were  already  desperately  wounded;  —  and 
the  aide-de-camp,  overwhelmed  with  affright, 
contrived  to  escape  from  the  portal  only  to  secure 
his  own  safety  in  flight. — No  sooner,  however, 

did  Stanislas  himself  attempt  to  follow,  than 
he  was  roughly  seized  by  the  hair,  and  almost 
stunned  with  blows. 

VOL.  in.  K 
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"We  have  thee  now, — thy  hour  is  eoiaer 
shouted  the  rude  voice  of  Lukawski  in  hjj 
ears. 

"  Traitor !"  retorted  StamsUs  with  energy ; 

"  would  you  lift  a  sacrilegious  hand  agaiml  your 
kingr 

'^  We  have  no  king !"  vociferated  aereral  of 
the  Conspirators.  "  The  Confederajdons  of  Radom 
and  Ban*  have  long  proclaimed  the  vacancy 
of  the  throne  of  Poland^" 

Nor  was  another  moment  afforded  for  alter- 
cation.— ^Two  of  the  conspirators  having  already 
i*e-moanted  their  horses,  seized  His  Majesty  bj 
the  arms,  and  dragged  him  between  them,  at  fail 
speed,  through  the  mire  of  the  dark  and  deserted 
streets,  towards  the  lines  surrounding  the  city; 
and  the  momentary  hope  conceived  by  Stanislas, 
that  the  interposition  of  the  Russian  guards  would 
there  secure  his  rescue  from  the  hands  of  his 
assassins,  was  now  as  speedily  destroyed.  Although 
challenged  by  the  sentinel,  a  preconcerted  aignal 

appeared  to  secure  the  ruffians  from  interruption 
or  molestation ;  and,  when  the  breathlees  stale  of 
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the  King  (who  had  lost  his  shoes  m  ftie  mad, 
and  was  bleeding  copiously  from  a  severe  sabre- 
cat  on  the  crown  of  his  head)  compelled  them 
to  place  him  on  horse-back, — ^he  was  pinioned 
yet  more  closely  than  before. — Escape  was  hope- 
less!— 

^'Leap  the  ditch!" — cried  Lukawski,  when 

they  attained  a  point  of  the  lines  remote  from  any 
sentry  or  guard-hoose,  over  which  several  of  the 
conspirators  had  already  passed. —  * 

"Impossible!"  ejaculated  the  King«  "My 
liorse  is  incapable  of  the  effort." — 

"Leap,  I  say!"—K;ried  the  Confederate, 
fnricking  the  flank  of  the  jaded  brute  with  his 
flftbre. — 

But  the  utmost  skill  of  the  King  could 
eearoely  keep  the  charger  from  floundering  into 
the  muddy  channel. 

"  *Tl8  useless  to  attempt  a  route  by  the  bar- 
rier," said  Kosinski  to  his  oompanion.  "Let 
him  breathe  a  minute." 

But  a  minute's  breathing  served  only  to  de- 
monstrate the  utter  impossibility  of  the  achieve- 

K  2 
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ment.  Again  the  unhappy  beast  was  Tainly 
ui^ged  to  leap  the  ditch:  and,  on  a  third  at- 
tempt, horse  and  rider  came  down  tc^ther  ia 
the  mud. — 

"Tysi^  Diabl6w!"  shouted  twenty  voices  at 
once.  ''The  fellow  is  as  loose  in  his  saddle  as  a 
colliers  sack!" — 

"This  accident  will  be  our  ruin!"  —  cried 
Kosinski.  "The  leg  of  the  clumsy  brute  is 
fractured.  Karel ! — ^give  up  your  horse, — pro- 
ceed back  on  foot  to  the  suburbs  for  another, 
and  make  good  speed  to  rejoin  us." — 

Having  thus  cleared  the  intrenchment  and 
entered  the  open  country,  a  halt  was  com- 
manded by  Kosinski.  But  a  dispute  now 
arose  among  the  Chiefs  of  the  Conspiracy  con- 
cerning the  route  to  be  taken ;  in  the  heat  of 
which,  Lukawski  (resolved  to  be  the  first  to 
reach  the  camp  with  tidings  of  the  capture  of 
the  King)  —  profited  by  the  enfeebled  condition 
of  Stanislas,  to  tear  from  his  neck  the  diamond 
Cross  and  insignia  of  the  Black  Eagle,  as  a 
token  of  his    captivity,  to   be  delivered  to   the 
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hands  of  Palawski.  Kosinski,  at  the  same  time, 
possessed  himself  of  the  badge  of  the  White 
Eagle;  and  the  signal  for  plmider  thus  given» 
the  person  of  the  humiliated  King  was  soon 
completely  rifled.  Nothing  was  left  him  but  a 
handkerchief,  for  the  use  of  which  he  earnestly 
petitioned ;  and  some  ivory  tablets,  the  gift  of 
Axinia,  which  he  was  accustomed  to  wear  ia 
the  pocket  of  his  inner  vest. 

But  though  the  darkness  of  the  night  pre- 
vented His  Majesty  from  discerning  the  num- 
ber and  nature  of  the  horsemen  by  whom  he 
was  surrounded,  it  was  easy  to  discover  that, 
immediately  after  the  plunder  of  his  effects,  the 
greater    number   had    galloped    off;    and  that 

among  those  who  remained,  there  existed  con- 
siderable diversity  of  opinion  respecting  the 
further  course  to  be  adopted.  They  were  now 
in  the  fields, — ignorant  of  the  localities  of  the 
country,  —  and  unable  to  keep  their  horses ; 
and  the  King,  being  dismounted  among  the 
rest,  was  forced  onwards  barefooted  through 
the  mud* 


198  THB  HILL  OP 

"Let  us  make  an  end  of  Lkn,  at  onee, 
and  rid  ourselves  of  further  trouble!'*-— cried  one 
or  two  of  the  mferior  Confederates. 

"Pulawski  will  admit  the  impossilnlity  of 
delivering  him  alive  into  the  hands  of  the 
Confederation!*^  cried  another: — and  the  King 
could  detect  the  click  of  a  pistol  in  the  hands 
of  the  rufiEian  fay  whom  his  arms  were  con- 
fined. 

'* Curse  upon  the  night!*'  exclaimed  a  &mL 
*'The  black  mire  under  our  feet,  and  the  Uaek 
veil  over  the  sky,  will  be  fatal  to  the  enterpriMw 
— We  shall  be  overtaken. — The  fellow  will  be 
rescued. — ^Let  us  leave  his  carcase  behind,  and 
make  our  best  way  to  Czenstochowa;*  and 
several  sabres  were  drawn  fi\>m  thdr  scalv 
bards,  and  flourished  over  tfie  head  of  the 
King. 

"Who  has  hold  upon  himt — where  Haoda 
he  now  ?"— enquired  Kosinski. 

"  Enough  of  all  this, — let  us  sky  him,  and 
be  off,**  replied  one  of  his  asBociates. 

<'  Peace !  **— retorted  the  harsh  vmee  of  &»• 
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i,  who  appeared  to  act  as  leader.  *'No 
service — no  recompenBe! — ^The  promised  reward 
will  be  conceded  only  in  the  event  of  your 
delivering  the  King  of  Poland  alive  into  the 
power  of  the  Confederation.    Yonder  lights  are 

from  the  village  of  Burakow.  Let  ns  proceed 
thither,  and  thence  attain  the  high-road !" 

'^A  detachment  of  Russian  soldiers  is  slap 
tioned  at  Barakow/*  interposed  the  King,  with 
admirable  presence  of  mind ;  dreading  a  scnffle, 
in  which  he  must  inevitably  become  the  first 
victim.  "  You  will  be  recognized  and  ar- 
rested!" 

*^  The    fool    speaks   fairly!"    cried    one  of 

the  bravos,  unable  to  appreciate  the  motives 
of  Stanislas,  in  affording  this  timely  warn- 
ing. —  **  Loose  your  hand  upon  the  prisoner, 
Karel.  GKve  him  space  to  sit  upright;  and 
take  the  road  to  the  left,  towards  the  wood  of 
Bielany.'* 

Alas !  —  every  step  of  the  well-known  spot, 
towards  which  his  steps  wei*e  now  impelled,  was 

painfully  familiar  to  die  -  unfortunate  monarch! 
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^^-Eyefj  day,  throughput  the  gnwmny 
had  he  traveraed  it  oa  his  way  finom  Ac 
Bath  -  Houfle  to  Bielewsko  ;  —  and  hitter  was 
the  pang  that  shot  across  the  hreast  of  the 
King,  as  he  followed  the  precious  track, 
leading  towards  the  dwelling  of  one  whom 
he  must  hehold  no  more.  —  Why  had  he 
not  taken  a  more  especial  leave  of  hert  — 
Why  had  he  not  insisted  on  enfolding  bar 
in  his  arms? — His  affianced  wife — ^hia  own! 
—  Yet  he  had  neyer  pressed  the  kisa 
of  plighted  affection  upon  her  lips  —  mtfBt 
amid  all  the  wild  ahandonment  of  pasMi 
reaped  the  reward  of  all  his  tendemeas  and 
dcTotion ! 

"Kto  idzie!— Who  goes  there  ?*'-^eried  the 
coarse  roioe  of  a  Russian  patrol,  as  th^  akirtad 
the  confines  of  the  wood. — 

*'  Friends ! "  replied  Kosinski,  boldly. 

**  Stand,  and  prove  your  words !  "*  replied  the 
voice  by  which  they  were  challenged.  For  a 
moment,  Kosinski  hesitated ; — bat  a  puiey  now 
ensuing  between  the  patrol  and  several  persona 
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'whom  the  dariuiess  rendered  indistinguishable, 
the  Confederates^  believing  themselves  discovered, 
discharged  their  pistols  in  the  direction  of  the 
Interlocutors,  and  made  their  best  speed  on- 
^ai^s;  dragging  their  prisoner  rudely  along,  and 
uttering  a  thousand  execrations. 

^*No  one  is  in  pursuit!"  cried  Kosinski,  at 
lengthy  drawing  up.     "  We  have  done  for  the 

officious  blockheads." 

** There    were    several!"    ejaculated    Stanis* 

ktft.  in    a    tone    of    despair.      *^Yet    no    one 

folkmsr'— 

**  My  own  blackguards,  too,  have  deserted 
iHa  i" — exclaimed  KosinkI,  perceiving  that  he  was 
no  longer  accompanied  by  more  than  two  of  the 
Confederates.  **But  'tis  immaterial.  Three 
stout  soldiers  against  an  effeminate  and  wounded 
King,  afford  safe  odds  on  our  side.'* 

**  Since  you  are  so  self-secure,"  observed  Sta- 
mslas,  faint  from  loss  of  blood  and  stiff  from 
contusions, — '*  grant  me,  I  beseech  you,  a  few 
minutes'  rest,  before  we  quit  the  shelter  of  the 
wood." 

K  6 
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"  Not  yet  f*  replied  the  soldier. — "  A  carriage 
awaits  us  at  the  southern  extremity  of  Bielany. 
Ride  on  and  be  silent." 

But  while  he  yet  spoke,  his  horse  reeled  and 
fell :  and  his  two  comrades  having  again  ibrced 
the  King  to  dismount,  Stanislas  was  compelled  to 
push  his  fsdnting  footsteps  onwards. 

The  night  was  now  fiair  spent,  and  spent  to 
little  purpose.  The  darkness  which  facilitated 
the  escape  of  the  Conspirators  from  Warsaw  had 
thrown  difficulties  still  more  fatal  in  their  way; 
and  Kosinski  soon  discovered  that  fhcy  were 
approaching  the  convent  of  Bielany.  A  con- 
viction, still  more  satisfactory,  presented  itself 
to  the  eyes  of  the  King! — ^He  was  now  alam 
with  Kosinski.  The  Confederates,  dreading  the 
approach  of  morning,  had  effected  their  es- 
cape ! — 

^*  Behold ! " — said  hiB  Majesty,  gathering  new 
energy,  on  observing  that  his  companion,  startled 
by  this  unexpected  desertion,  was  now  absorbed 
in  moody  reflections.  "We  are  approaching  a 
habitation.     Be  wise  in  time.     Suffer  me  to  take 
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refoge  in  4he  convent,  while   yon   provide  for 
your  own  safety  in  flight." 

"  Flight ! "  exclaimed  the  indignant  Kosin** 
akL  *^When  I  have  you  disannedi  and  in  my 
power  I — Never ! " 

And  again  waving  his  sabre  over  the  head 
of  his  unfortunate  prisoner,  he  compelled  him 
to  proceed* 

"  My  strength  fails  me ! "  exclaimed  Stanis- 
las, after  plodding  a  quarter  of  a  league  further 
in  hopeless  silence.  **  I  must  rest  or  die !  " — 
And  he  threw  himself  despondingly  on  the  wet 
ground,  within  sight  of  the  chateau  of  Marie* 
BKmt ;  —  the  summer  palace  of  the  Elector  of 
Snxony, — the  scene  of  many  a  gay  festival  of  hia 

early  years. 

Kosinski,  oppressed  by  fetigue,  seated  him- 
self upon  the  decaying  leaves  beside  his  pri- 
soner. 

"Time  passes!"  cried  Stanislas,  notmg  the 
harassed  expression  of  his  countenance.  "  Day 
is  approaching.  For  the  last  three  hours,  we 
have  been  wandering  in  a  circle.    No  carriage 
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is  at  hand.  Oaf  horses  are  knoeked  vp;  aad 
ifhether  you  destroy  or  impd  me  fbrther 
on  the  road,  detection  is  eqoaDy  ineTxtaUe* 
Wherefore  not  presenre  your  own  life  hy  my 
liberation?** — 

"I  have  sworn !**  exclaimed  Koeinski,  mo- 
rosely. 

*''An  ill^al  oath  —  (thrice  heinoos  as  in- 
volving the  crimes  of  treason  and  regicide)  is 
of  no  account  in  the  sight  of  God  or  of  the 
Church ! "  replied  Stanidas,  mildly.  «'  It  is  io 
your  power  to  take  away  my  life,  with  the  oer* 
tain  penalty  of  dyii^  a  traitor^s  death.  But 
were  you  inclined  to  mercy,  your  pardon  is  para* 
assured ;  and  the  gratitude  of  the  Republic  w31 
yield  you  a  permanent  recompense  far  beyond 
any  reward  in  the  power  of  Pulawski  to  be- 
stow." 

«'  The  gratitude  of  the  Republic  !**— reiterated 
Kosinski,  in  a  tone  of  contempt.  **  Of  the  Re- 
public to  which  you  are  an  object  of  loathing 
and  contempt :  the  Republic,  upon  whose  inno> 
cent    and    unresisting  bosom    you    have  drawn 
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down  the  odious  persecutions  of  Russia ;  a  re- 
public  harassed  by  your  exactions,  and  disgusted 
by  your  licentiousness^ — your  prodigality,  your 
parasites, — ^your  mistresses9--«your  crimes." 

"  You  exaggerate  my  errors  ! "  —  replied 
Stanislas  with  patient  forbearance.  —  *^  The 
taxation  of  which  you  complain  is  already  in 
process  of  abatement,  —  the  Diet  is  even  now 
occupied  with  projects  of  retrenchment;  and  as 
regards  the  moral  regeneration  of  the  court, 
know  that  I  am  on  the  eve  of  marriage  with  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  most  patriotic  among 
the  noble  houses  of  Poland ! — This  very  morning, 
too,  I  had  a  stormy  conference  of  expostulation 
widi  the  Russian  Ambassador,  touching  the  ex- 
cesses committed  within  my  states  by  the  troops 
of  her  Imperial  Majesty." 

^*  I  admit  the  fact ! "  said  Kosinski  in  a 
gentle  tone.  *'  I  was  myself  at  Court  this 
morning,  and  beheld  you  engaged  with  Stacke)- 
berg  in  earnest  discourse." 

"  But  should  you  even  succeed  in  the  rash 
design  of  my  imprisonment/f  resumed  the 
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gatheiizjg  new  hopes  finom  this  admiarioa,  **  in- 
stead of  tbe  ample  animosity  of  Russia,  die 
Confederation  of  Ban*  will  hare  to  contend  widi 
the  vengeance  of  all  the  powers  of  Enrope. — 
ETen  those  most  adverse  to  my  government,  will 
be  earefbl  to  mark  Ihdr  detestation  of  any  at- 
tenqit  against  the  life  or  liberty  of  an  enAroDed 
sovereign.  — 

^* TViie,->-most  true!"  again  ezdatmed  Ko> 
sinski  in  a  tone  of  se]f<x>nviotion.  **  Tn  their 
vocation  to  maintain  the  inviolability  of  the  njght 
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**  Within  an  hoar,**  porsned  the  King, ''  the 
guard  of  the  Rosnan  patrol  (assaarinatod  or 
wonnded  by  yoor  companions)  will  be  idieved ; 
the  outrage  discovered, — the  marderers  fidlowed 
and  arrested.  Can  yon  desire  to  share  their 
fete?"— 

<'  Fall  into  the  hands  of  die  Maseovilesr 
ejaculated  the  dismayed  conspirator,  shuddering 
at  the  supposition. 

'<  Save  yourself,  then,**  exclaimed  the  King, 
save  yourself,  and  command  my  eternal  grati- 
tude!"— 
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Kofiinski  h^itatdd. 

*'  Yon  have  to  choose  betw'eciii  an  ignominioad 
death,  and  honourable  preferment/'  persisted 
the  King. 

**  Should  I  conduct  you  hack  to  Warsaw/* 
said  Kosinski  still  vacillating,  ^*  I  shall  fall  a 
irictim  to  the  rage  of  the  populace,  or  the  sabres 
of  your  household  guards." — 

**  Efiect  your  escape  then  at  once,"  cried  the 
King,  **  and  claim  your  recompense  hereafter. 
Take  what  route  you  will,  and,  on  the  faith 
of  a  King  and  a  Polander,  I  will  suggest  a 
contrary  direction  to  the  officers  of  justice." — 

^'  This  is  too  much ! "  exclaimed  the  soldier 
throwing  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  generous 
Stanislas.  **  I  hare  done  you  injustice ! — I  be- 
lieved  you  incapable  of  all  this  patience, — this 
magnanimity." — 

"  Confirm  the  sincerity  of  your  repentance," 
replied  Stanislas,  careful  not  to  betray  premature 
exultation,  "  by  favouring  my  escape." — 

«*  Whither  could  we  go  ?  "— 

"  To  Mariemont ! " 
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«<  Yoa  have  not  strength  to  dng  toot  stepe 
towards  the  palace." —  { 

''  To  the  mill  then,— which  is  scarcely  half 
a  mile  distant." — 

**  Come  then ! "  said  Kosinski,  aiding  the 
King  to  rise.  '*  Others  of  the  Confederates  maj 
return  and  defeat  my  purpose. — My  mind  mis- 
gives  me. — ^Hasten — or  we  may  be  too  late." — 

And,  hurrying  the  feeUe  steps  of  the  ex- 
hausted Stanislas,  he  took  with  haste  and  eager* 
ness  the  road  towards  the  Mill  of  Mariemont ! — 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


How  dost  ? — Art  cold  ? 
I  am  cold  myself.    W  here  is  this  straw,  my  fellow  ? 
Hie  art  of  oar  necessities  is  strange 
That  can  make  vile  things  precious.    Come  I— your  hovel  !— 

Lear. 


"  Opbn— open — in  the  name  of  Heaven  T  cried 
the  agitated  Stanislas,  after  repeated  knocks  upon 
the  nvindow-cell  of  the  miserable  hovel  adjoining 
the  Mill,  to  which  he  had  with  difficulty  dragged 
his  weary  steps ; — ^while  Kosinski, — now  implor- 
ing and  now  reproaching  him, — appeared  on  the 
eve  of  retracting  his  concessions. — 

*'  We  are  travellers.    Grant  us  shelter  and 
we  will  liberally  requite  your  trouble." 
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*'  Away !"  cried  a  rough  voioe  fiom  widim. 
«« Though  ye  eaamat  rest  yoondret,  break  Ml 
the  deep  of  othen.*' — 

*'  Tis  almost,  moniing !  **  cried  the  Kmg. 
*^  Ye  have  been  sleepmg  for  many  hoon,  while 
we  have  been  benighted  in  the  wood. — ^I  pray  jam 
adbnit  ns  to  shelter,  and  yon  will  not  repent  the 
coortesy.  — 

<«  Be  off!"  shoated  the  sameyoioe.  ^Onee 
for  all,  the  doois  of  honest  men  do  not  unclose 
to  trampers  and  vagrants/' 

*'  Neither  trampers  are  we,  nor  vagrants," 
eidaimed  Koeinflki,  with  indignation.  ^*  Oar 
horses  lie  foondered  in  the  wood,  and  we  have 
been  beset  by  ruffians.** 

<*  To  the  devil  with  yon!**  cried  the  morose 
host.  ^  For  die  seeond  time  to  *  night,  this 
very  tale  assails  oar  ears.  Once  woe  we  scared 
by  the  discharge  of  fire-arms,  shrieks,  and  oat* 

cries:  and  onee,  hj  some  miserable  knave  seeking 
refuge  from  violence ; — and  how  know  we  that 
ye  were  not  the  aggressors  }  ** — 

''They  are  robbers,   fiither,  —  robbers  and 
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roffians !  **  cried  a  younger  voice.  *^  Let  me 
have  at  them  with  your  carabine." — 

"  We  are^  no  robbers !  "—said  Stanidas  over- 
come by  exhaustion.  "  Of  which,  be  convinced  by 
the  &et  that  we  have  broken  a  single  pane  of 
your  window  to  obtain  a  hearing :  whereas  were 
we  bent  on  violence,  the  whole  frame  would 
have  yielded  and  given  us  free  entrance  into 
your  dwelling." — 

"  TTiat  is  a  shrewd  truth ! "  cried  the  younger 
voice. — 

*•  And  what  want  ye  then  ?  " — ^rejoined  the 
first  speaker.  ''  What  do  ye  look  for  under 
my  roof?  "— 

^^  Shelter  from  the  piercing  morning  air  ::-^ 
a  floor  to  lie  on,  instead  of  the  damp  ground : — 
and  at  the  least,  a  cup  of  water  for  refi*eslb- 
ment." — 

**  And  so  &r,'*  quoth  the  miller  of  Mariemont, 
<«  I  may  undertake  to  grant.  But  look  you 
give  no  further  trouble  and  attempt  no  further 
exactions."    And  grumbling  between  his  teeth, 
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ba  roee  to  admit  the  damorons  stnixigen  into 
his  dwelling. 

But  at  the  aspect  of  Stanislas,  he  started  heck 
with  consternation ! — The  blood  from  hb  sabre-cat 
was  now  profusely  clotted  in  tiie  dark  hair  of  the 
Jung  and  smeared  upon  his  cheeks;  while  his 
habilimoits  were  defiled  by  mud  of  every  colour 

« 

and  consistency.  On  one  fix>t  was  a  shoe,  whence 
(he  diamond  buckle  had  been  wrenched;  on 
the  other  a  trooipefa  unshapdy  boot.  He  had 
neither  hat  nor  pelisse ;  and  his  coat  was  rent  in 

tatters  by  the  Conspirators  in.  the  attempt  to  tear 
away  his  orders  and  embroidery. 

^*  Troly  a  pretty  figure!"-— cried  the  miller  s  son, 
peering  otit  to  examine  his  fisUher's  new  goests. 
*'  I  wish  ye  may  prove  other  than  ye  seem;  fi>r  a 
pair  of  more  unlucky  looking  dogs  I  never  yet 
clapt  eyes  on." — 

"  Silence,  Jan !"  cried  his  &ther.  **  Bar  up 
the  door,  lest  we  be  molested  by  other  impostors ; 
and  give  these  knaves  their  Ucker  of  water,  that 
they  may  lie  down,  and  disturb  us  no  more  T 
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"  Have  you  a  horse  at  your  disposal,  my  good 
firiend  !*'— -enquired  Stanislas  of  the  miller,  after 
a  deep  draught  of  water,  which  for  a  moment 
seemed  to  re-invigorate  his  sinking  frame. 

"  Heard  ye  ever  of  a  miller  without  his  pack* 
borse?" — retorted  the  churl  with  indignation.  ^^  A 
horse  have  I  at  my  disposal,  and  a  stout  one  ;^ — 
but  truly  none  at  yours/' 

"  The  worse  your  luck,  my  man,"  said  Kosin^ 
ski;  '^for  its  service  were  well  worth  a  dozen 
ducats  to  you  and  us." 

"Cicho — cicho--cicho  !'*  cried  the  miller, — 
**  lie  down  and  sleep  man,  but  lie  no  more  lies  for 
our  disturbance.  —  Had  ye  said  a  ducat ^  I  had 
perhaps  been  fool  enough  to  lend  my  nag  on  your 
errand ; — ^but  ten ! — Even  so  does  the  housewife 
bush  the  children  at  night  with  'Stint  crying, 
and  sleep  my  pretty  ones,  and  ye  shall  have  a 
slice  of  the  bright  moon  to  your  breakfasts !'  Ten 
ducats ! — ^ext  time  you  seek  to  make  a  knave's 
market,  do  it  imder  scope  of  possibility !" 

«'  I  will  /"  interrupted  Stanislas,  not  daring  to 
trust  the  secret  of  his  incognito  with  one  who 
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ttught  be  ill-^ispoBed  towBids  his  person.  **  Grant 
me  the  use  of  your  horse  and  mill-knaTe,  to  oon- 
yey  a  letter  to  a  person  of  illustrioiis  raid^  at 
Warsaw,  and  fifty  dncats  shall  be  yonr  guerdon." 

"  Ho,  ho !"  cried  the  miller's  son. — *^  Tliese 
braggarts  have  been  reading  of  Number  Nip  and 
his  sorceries !" 

"  Again  I  bid  ye  lie  down  and  rest,"  cried  the 
miller,  taming  towards  his  pallet.  ^*  Disturb  not 
an  honest  family  with  your  brawling." 

'*  I  beseech  you,"  cried  the  king,  staggering  to* 
wards  him  and  laying  his  hand  on  the  miller  s 
sleeye.    *^  Turn  not  your  back  upon  fortune.'* 

*^  Away  l" — cried  the  churl,  shaking  him  rough- 
ly off,  and  adverting  to  his  former  suspicion  that 
the  intruders  were  bent  upon  plunder.  ^'God  send 
I  may  not  repent  having  admitted  you  into  my 
homestead." 

"  I  am  destitute  of  all  immediate  means  of  re- 
compense," said  Stanislas,  meekly.  **  But  though 
soiled  in  my  habiliments  by  the  violence  done  upon 
me  by  banditti,  ye  may  surely  perceive  that  they 
are  not  such  as  avouch  the  ruffian  or  the  hire- 
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ling^?*' — ^And  he  extended  towards  the  miller's 
wife  who  was  now  awake  and  nibbing  her  eyes, 
a  tattered  fragment  of  his  poini-raffles. 

"Those yerjr  garments  may  have  been  rifled 
by  ruffians  or  hirelings  from  a  gentle  of  high  de- 
gree," cried  the  miller,  not  deigning  to  listen  to 
the  admiring  ejaculations  of  his  partner. 

«<  Deign  to  accept  back  this  bauble/'  said  Ko- 
sinski,  taking  his  Majesty  apart,  and  tendering 
him  a  snuff-box  set  with  brilliants  which,  in  the 
Hioment  of  general  plunder,  he  had  rifled  firom 
the  pockets  of  Stanislas, — **  it  may  induce  the 
knayes  to  compliance.  Every  minute  is  critical ; 
— my  comrades,  refreshed  and  gathering  courage 
from  the  dawn  of  daylight, -— may  return  and 
claim  their  prey." 

The  king  hesitated.  "  No  T  said  he,  recoiling 
from  an  offer  of  favour  from  one  who  thus  avowed 
himself  a  common  thief.  "  Give  me  only  the  rib- 
bon  of  the  White  Eagle,  which  I  see  among  your 
property; — which  will  serve  as  a  token  to  Cocoeii." 
But  Kosinski,  stung  by  the  disdain  which  spon- 
taneously depicted  itself  in  the  countenance  of 


216  THE  MILL  OF 

Stanislas  and  eager  to  merit  his  better  opinien, 
hastened  to  place  in  the  hands  ci  ihe  miller,  who 

had  alreadj  betaken  himself  to  his  rug,  the 
gorgeous  snuff  box  thus  peremptorily  refbsed  bjr 

Q^ ?-l  — • 

oiamsns* 

**  TkiSf  in  pledge  of  our  sincerity  T  cried  he, 
whSe  the  man,  amased  by  its  brilliancy,  roee  in 

startled  conviction  from  his  bed  and  prepared  fi>r 
ooiiipBance.  '*  Despatch  the  young  man,  your 
son,  on  our  errand  to  Warsaw,  while  we  remain 
hete  a^  your  inmates ; — and  fifty  ducats  shall  be 
counted  out  to  you  before  noon-day." 

"  If  they  be  bandits  indeed,'*  cried  the  nuUer's 
80ii»  while,  hayiii^  bidden  his  wife  keep  watch 
orer  the  strangers,  the  old  man  proceeded  to  the 
stable,  **  they  are  bandits  of  sure  solvency.  Whe- 
ther honestly  come  by  or  not,  the  noble-stooes 
glance  in  his  tobacco  binn,  fellow  for  feUow  like 
those  that  sparkled  in  the  king's  trinknms  on 
his  crowning  day." 

And  while  he  proceeded  to  saddle  the  h<»8e, 
his  Majesty  traced  upon  the  little  ivory  tablet, 
so  opportundy  preserved  from  the  conspirators,  a 
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few  lines  addressed  to  General  Cocceii,  acquainting 
him  with  his  escape  and  the  place  of  his  retreat, — 

'*fvt  UB  espece  de  miracle  je  snis  ^chapp^  des  mains  det 
ftBsaflsinB.  Je  suis  id,  au  petit  moulin  de  Mariemont}  ■  fwn 
Ml  plntot  m'  en  Urer.    Je  suis  bleas^,  maia  paa  fort."* 

*'And  whither  must  my  son  convey  your 
message?*'  quoth  the  miller;  somewhat  human- 
ized in  his  demeanour  on  his  return  firom  his 
task. 

**  To  General  Cocceii,  Colonel  of  his  Majesty's 
guards.'* 

" To  the  Serjeant,  or  his  serving-man?" — 

**  To  himself  r*  said  the  King,  gladly  accept- 
ing the  offer  of  some  straw  spread  for  him  upon 
the  ground  by  the  miller's  wife, 

"  To  himself! — Jezus  Marya,  JGsef  Swigty  ! — 
Shall  a  miller's  lad " 

**  Do  your  errand !"  cried  Stanislas :  "  and  as 
you  said  to  me  even  now,  beseech  you  give  us 

leave  to  rest !" — 

**  Sleep !" — said  Kosinski  to  the  King,  •*  sleep 
if  you  can,  and  I  will  myself  mount  guard  over 

*  A  transcript  of  the  original  letter. 
TOL.    III.  L 
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your  person,  tQl  the  return  of  the  messei^er  firom 
Warfiaw/' 

But  the  unfortunate  StanisUs  was  no  longer 
capaUe  of  reply.  Even  while  his  ooorier  de- 
parted, he  sank  into  a  species  of  l^hai^  that 
ooold  scarcely  be  termed  slumber^-^^he  reaolt  of 
fisOigne,  oo]4>  exhaustion,  an4  loss  of'hU>od!— <- 
The  daily  labours  of  the  househdd  proceeded  un^ 
maiited  around  him;  and  Kosinski's  eager  en* 
treaties  to  the  mill-wife  that  she  would  interpose 
to  moderate  the  noise  of  her  wrangling  children, 
were  altogether  superflupus.  Stanislas  lay  like 
a  stone  upon  the  floor ; — unconscious  of  their  tu* 
mult, — ^unconscious  of  his  own  sufferings, — un- 
conscious of  the  perils  from  which  the  interposi- 
tion of  Providence  had  so  miraculoosly  relieved 

him. 

•*  Your  message  prospers  not ! "  —  cried  the 
miller  to  Kosinski,  as  he  paced  up  and  down, 
salm  in  hand,  before  the  door  of  the  mill ;  when, 
at  the  expiration  of  an  hour,  no  tokens  of  his 
son's  return  were  visible.     "Pray  heaven  you 
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lufre  not  sent  riPf  son  oh  a  fool's,  or  H  may  be  a 
rogue's,  errand." 

**  Be  at  BO  farther  care  !**  repKed  the  Con- 
federate,— engrossed  in  mournful  contemplation 
upon  the  issue  o(  hie  own  proceedings.  '*  Whh 
yoti,  aU  will  go  well : — I  would  at  this  moment 
rather  stand  in  your  shoes  than  in  my  own,  or 
in  those  of  any  man  m  Poland.  Look  out  friend ! 
— ^you  know  the  road — ^hear  you  aught  of  foot* 
slspsr— 

**  The  trampling  of  horses !"  cried  the  m^Uler, 
peering  out  through  the  mist.  **  But  of  a  surety 
not  my  nagT 

And  espy  you  nothing  among  the  trees?" 
The  glancing  of  ormisd  soldiery, — ^but  of  a 
surety  not  my  son !" 

«  VivAT  !"-^ried  Koiinski,— "  We  are  safe !" 
A  detachment  of  the  royal  guard  was  now 
advancing  at  a  brisk  trot  towards  the  mill.^ — But 
the  peril  of  his  own  position  weighed  heavily 
upon  his  mind,  in  repression  of  his  exultation ; 
and  for  a  moment  he  again  repented  his  changa 
of  purpose ! 

l2 


Ci 
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"  Is  this  the  mill  of  MarienKmtr — cried  Ge- 
neral Coeceii,  pushing  forward  to  the  hoTel. 

"  Ay !"  cried  the  miller, — somewhat  <<«iiwf^ 
by  this  military  investment  of  his  property. 
'*  What  want  ye  of  mill  or  millerr 

''Tour  name?" — ^inquired    Kosinski  of   Ae 
stranger,   having   unsheathed   his  sabre,  as  he 
addressed  himself  to  the  intruder. 
«*  Cocoeii !— Where  is  the  King  r 
**  Pass  on ! "  cried  Kosinski,  throwii^  c^wn 
the  door  of  the  ealan.     ^  He  lies  wilhinT 

**Lies7^  rriterated  the  faithful  adherent  of 
Stanislas,  —  apprehending  the  eontraTeotion  of 
some  fisital  catastrophe.  And  pushing  his  way 
into  the  hovel,  the  first  object  that  met  his  eyes 
was  the  gore-stained  visage  of  his  sovereign ;  over 
whom  the  miller's  wife  had  stretched  the  sheep- 
skin cloak  of  her  churlish  husband ! — 

*'  Great  God!— what  do  I  behold!"  cried  the 
General,  throwii^  himself  on  his  knees  beside 
what  at  first  sight  presented  itself  as  the  breadi- 
less  body  of  his  royal  master, — **  I  am  OMne  loo 
late  /-— 


k. 
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*^  Cocceiiy  my  dear  fnend,"  faltered  Stanislas, 
roused  by  his  voice  and  the  tumult  of  the  soldiers, 
who  were  now  crowding  with  acclamations  round 
the  door  of  the  mill. 

**  Your  Majesty  is  severely  wounded !"— cried 
the  General,  shocked  even  to  tears  by  the  altera- 
tion visible  in  his  countenance.  ^*  Have  these 
traitors  then  presumed  to  lift  a  sacrilegious  hand 
against  their  king  ?" 

^'  King  r  ejaculated  the  terrified  miller : — 

**King?, — Then  am  I  a  man  undone! — Fifty 
ducats,  quotha? — Better  make  my  way  at  once 
to  my  mill-dam,  and  spare  these  courtiers  the 
pains  of  hanging  me !" 

*^  Have  you  provided  means  to  convey  me 
hence?" — ^uiquired  the  King,  while  the  General 
impiinted  a  respectful  kiss  upon  his  hand.  *^  My 
person  is  not  in  safety  till  I  reach  the  capital/* 

**A  carriage  waits  within  the  wood,"  cried 
the  General,  "escorted  by  a  detachment  of 
guards; — I  would  not  hazard  a  moment's  loss 
in  preparing  a  mor^  considerable  squadron." 

"  Away  then  at  once,"  said  Stanislas,  accept- 
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iBg  bifi  arm  to  rise  fitm  die  0oor,  and 
from  pain  tnA  weaka^flB* 

«' Wliat  noM  bate  we  faereT  added  his  Ma* 
jesty,  stumbling  over  several  {^rostrate  Imd  moail* 
ing  bodilSB  that  lay  between  him  and  the  door 
of  the  hovel.  *^  My  hostess  and  her  ogrdngsl 
—  Rise,  rise,  good  mother !" 

'^  Pardon— fiardon !"  ejaculated  fbe  tMttted 
family  of  the  inhospitable  miller  in  ▼aHeos  m* 
dences  of  penitenee. 

''  Tis  little  enough  t6  crave  fir^om  one  jon 
have  laid  under  such  heavy  oUigations,"  eried 
Stanislas,  kindly  extenditig  towards  them  a 
hand  whichy  kneeling  at  his  feet,  the^  covets 
with  kisses.  *^  Come  sll  of  ye  to-morrow  to  the 
palace,  and  I  wHl  take  eare  ye  have  no  need 
to  break  a  pane  of  my  window  to  Ibree  an 
entrance." 

But  the  grateful  cgaeulatiens  of  the  miller  of 
Mariemont  and  Ms  family  were  speedily  drowned 
in  the  enthusiastic  shouts  whkh  greeted  the  w^ 
pearance  of  the  King  on  the  thredield  <jt  the 
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Isovdi.    Although  the  General  had  been  careful 
to  conceal  the  tattered  state  of  his  habiliments 
and  the  traces  of  blood,  by  throwing  his  own 
military  doak   over   the    shoulders   of   Stanis- 
las,   the  evidence   of  the  violence    done  upon 
bis  royal  person  was  sufficiently  plain  to  excite 
the  most  enthusiastic  indignation  of  his  faithful 
guards, — ^who  attributed  to  their  own  absence  the 
preceding   night    all    the   mischances    of   their 
sovereign.      And   while,   with    acclamations   of 
loyalty  and   menaces   of  vengeance    upon  the 
assassins,  they  escorted  him  to  the  carriage  in 
waiting  at  a  short  distance  from  the  hovel,  the 
heart  of  Kosinski  sunk  within  him. 

*^  What  is  your  Majesty's  pleasure  concerning 
this  person?*' — inquired  Cocceii,  pointing  towards 
him :  for  in  spite  of  the  gratitude  expressed  to- 
wards  him  by  the  King,  the  brave  General  per- 
sisted in  regarding  him  as  a  bravo  and  a  trai- 
tor. *^  His  life  will  be  hardly  safe  among  the 
soldiery :  and  the  populace  of  Warsaw  are  in  a 
state  of  fearful  excitement.  He  will  be  sacri- 
ficed ere  we  can  reach  the  palace.** 
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*^  Then  let  him  enter  the  carriage  with 
said   Stanislas,  with  generous  indulgence.     "I 
have  pledged  my  honour  to  his  safe^." 


CHAPTER  IX. 


None  Migr  lu8  trickling  tears ;  perchance  if  seen 
That  nieless  flood  of  grief  liad  never  been. 
Nor  long  they  flow'd ; — he  turned  him  to  depart 
In  hopeleaa,  helpless  brokenness  of  heart. 

Br  EON, 


The  entrance  of  Stanislas  Augustus  into  hie 
capital  might  be  compared  to  a  triumphal  ova- 
tion ;   but  of  the    most   singular  and  grotesque 

description. 

The  alarm  of  His  Majesty's  mysterious  dis- 
appearance having  been  circulated  throughout 
the   city   before  midnight  the  preceding  night, 

L  5 
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'  «eareely  an  individaal  m  Waraaw  had  retired  to 
rest.  The  troops  were  under  anoB, — the  nmaril 
assembled,  —  the  fieonfly  of  Slaaidas  oiiiffc— i 
widi  eonstematicHi.  Not  a  doubt  was  entertained 
that  the  king  had  fallen  a  yictim  to  CGns|m«y  ; 
and  the  intelligence  circulated  hj  the  messenger 
frteB'Mariemont  of  his  safely  and  place  of  relrent, 
at  a  moment  wh^  all  hope  was  lost,  having 
be^  ctrcnlated  from  lip  to  lip^ — ^firom  daas  to 
.class, — produced  a.  universal  outcry  of  deUght 
and  exultation! — ^The  day  was  scarcely  breaking 
when  the  royal  retinue  re-passed  the  barrier ;  hot 
jcq^ons  and  welcoming  crowds  were  already  as- 
sembkd  to  greet  the  return  of  their  rescued 
florereign. 

The  chilly  twilight  of  a  November  morning 
was  jEetr  from  propitious  to  the  brillian^  of  the 
scene.  And  yet  the  early  mists  wreathing  away 
over  the  Vistula, — the  presence  of  the-  militaiy,— ^ 
the  shouting  of  the  multitude, — and  above  all, 
the  strange  aspect  of  a  consideraUo  number  of 
persons  of  the  highest  rank  and  condition,  still 
arrayed  in  the  evening  costume  they  had  not  yet 
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laid  aside, — ^imparted  a  peculiar  charactei*  to  the 
assemblage. — As  the  equipage  approached  the 
palace,  the  impeding  throng  rendered  it  necessary 
to  proceed  at  a  foot's  pace.  Every  head  was  un- 
coyered^-every  eye  turned  towards  the  prince  so 
injuriotisly  outraged,  so  miraculously  preserved. — < 
The  bells  of  the  different  churches  rang  out  their 
joyous  chimes ;  and  when,  on  reaching  the  Saxon 
palace,  the  king   in  a  half  fahiting  state   was 

lifted  by  his  eager  attendants  from  the  carriage, 
a  cry  of  vengeance  was  raised  by  the  populace, 
which  sounded  like  a  sentence  of  death  in  the 
ears  of  Kosinski ! — 

From  the  king,  however,  no  further  informa- 
tion  or  expression  of  his  feelings  could  at  present 
be  obtained.  Pain,  fatigue,  and  the  weakness  con- 
sequent upon  excitement,  had  reduced  him  almost 
to  a  state  of  stupor :  and  neither  the  presence  of 
his  family,  nor  the  precautions  of  his  household 
surgeons  who  were  now  occupied  in  examining 
and  dressing  his  wounds,  availed  to  extort  a  syl« 

lable  from  his  lips.  It  was  judged  necessary 
to  disperse  the  tumultuous  crowd  from  the  courts 
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and  parlieiB  of  the  pslace : — strict  aieocm  wod 
perfect  tranquillity  being  enjoined  by  the  royal 
phyadans,  as  indispensable  to  his  majesty's  res- 
tpration.  But  natore  was  operating  upon  his 
flume  with  opiates  of  her  own.  Exhausted  fae> 
yoiid  all  power  id  self-command,  the  weaiy  head 
of  Stanislas  smik  senseless  npon  his  pillow  ;  and 
for  many  hours  he  remained  in  a  state  of 
lethaigy. 

The  Bishop  of  Plociko  and  a  &vottrite  valet 
de  chambre  who  kept  watch  beside  his  bed,  began 
eren  to  contemplate  with  alarm  the  inunobiHty 
of  his  deatb-like  countenance.  But  saddenly 
awaking  firom  his  heayy  slumbers,  towards  the 
afternoon,  the  king  gazed  wildly  around  him, 
and  called  long  and  loudly  upon  the  name  of 
Axboua. 

"  There  is  no  one  presoit  here  but  Coooeii 
and  myself,**  replied  his  brother,  belieTing  His 
Majesty  to  be  under  the  influence  of  delirium. 
"  Hare  you  benefited  by  your  long  sleep  ?  "* — 

«« Azinia  !**  again  fidtered  the  Ring,  "  Axinia, 
— ^Ajdnia!** — 
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**  No  person  is  here,  Sire,*^  said  Cocceii,  ftd* 
vttncing  from  the  anii-chamber,  on  hearing  the 

exclami^tions  of  the  King. 

"Then  they  have  n^urdered  her!" — cried 
Stanislas.  "Who  could  have  been  her  enemy? 
What  crime  had  she  committed  against  Pulawdki. 
and  his  hosts?" 

'^  His    mind   is   wandering,"   whispered   the 

Bishop  of  Ploczko  to  the  General.     "  That  fear^ 
fill  sabre  wound  begins  to  inflame." 

^'Have  no  inquiries  from  Princess  Baratinp*. 
h<^  reached  the  palace  ?  " — inquired  Stanislas,  a 
few  minutes  afterwards,  in  a  tone  of  greater 
self-possession,  and  attempting  to  rise  from  his 

couch. 

"  None,  my  dear  brother ! "  replied  the 
Bishop.  "  Yet  the  whole  nobility  has  hastened 
hither  with  dutiful  congratulations." 

"  No  message — ^no — ^"  . 

"  None,  Sire,"  interposed  the  General. 

"Yet  the  news  of  my  mischance  must  l^ 
this  time  have  reached  Bielewsko  ?  " 
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*    **Amandlj.    All  Warsaw  is  ia  a  stale  of 
unpafalld^  ex^kement.    The  troops— ^"^ 

**  Cooeeii  T  cried  die  King,  iuternipting  die 
offidous  hanmgae  of  hitf  reverend  Innodier.  '*  Get 
upon  yoar  Iiorse  witfaoat  delaj,  and  ofilige  me 
hf  riding  off  to  the  fimn.  Acquaint  the  Princess 
with  all  that  has  befallen  me;  and  entreat  her 
to  lay  aside  for  once  the  scmples  of  mere 
etiqaette,  and  deign  to  honour  me  with  her  pre- 
sence. Were  it  not  imposaUe  for  me  to  quit 
my  chamber,  I  should  be  already  at  her  feet.** 

"The  Senate  waits  your  Majesfy's  pleaaare 
in  the  state  apartm^its,"  persisted  the  Bishop 
of  Plocako.  **  Surely  you  will  not  dispense  with 
Coooeii's  attendance  tQl  you  have  given  them 
an  audience  t  **-— 

"Go,  my  dear  friend,  and  lose  not  a   mo* 

molt !  **  replied  the  King,  addressing  himsdf  to 
the  General.  And  without  further  reference  to 
the  subject,  he  proceeded  with  great  diflBculty 
through  the  ceremonies  <^  his  toilet,  the  con-* 
sultation  of  his  medical  attendants,  and  the  aftc- 
donate  importunities  of  his  family.     Sandioiied 
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tijr  the  permissum  of  the  surgeons,  he  even  ex- 
pressed an  intention  to  give  audience  to  ^ 
hiMungue  of  the  Senate  and  the  foreign  ministers 
and  leading  nobles  of  the  court. 

^*  You  will  exhaust  yourself,"  said  his  lovely 
sister,  the  Countess  Branicka.  "  Remit  these 
ceremonies  till  to-morrow ! " 

^*No!"  —  cried  Stanislas,  proceeding  wiUi 
the  asristanee  of  his  attendants  into  a  saloon 
adjoining  his  cabinet,  where  preparations  were 
made  fbr  the  reception  of  the  Senate.  ^  The 
cordial  and  most  unlooked  for  interest  this 
day  testified  towai*ds  me  by  my  subjects,  puts 
new  vigour  into  my  frame*  Even  should  tbd 
efibrts  I  am  about  to  make  prove  too  much 
fbr  me,  a  healing  balm  is  in  store  fbr  me^ 
dear  meMr,  that  will  quickly  restore  me  to  my- 
self!"— 

But   in    this   anticipation   his  Miyesty  was 

&ted  to  be  disappointed* — Cocceii  returned  ahne ! 
Ho  Axinia^ — ^no  letter, — ^requited  the  anxiety  of 
the  King.  The  Princess  was  indisposed; — ex- 
pressed her  satisfaction   in   the   escape  of  his 
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Mftje8ty'*-4Nit  declined  vimftng  the  palace;  and 
StaniskuBy  after  graciouslj  admitting  to  his  pre- 
sence, as  he  lay^  upon  his  conch,  the  Cadets 
of  the  Royal  Mflitary  Academy  who  had  eviofied 
unAsam|ded  sympathy  in  the  event  of  the  pr»- 

tediag  night,*  was  onee  more  compiled  to 
retire  to  rest. — ^A  homing  fever  already  thiilled . 
in  his  veins! 

It  was  not  till  the  third  day  after  his 
mentons  adventure,  that  His  Majesty  was 
fidently  restored  to  strength  to  express  to 
Coccen  his  surprise  and  mortification  at  tfaa 
Ungenerous  coldness  of  his  affianced  bride.  Hie 
inhabitants  of  Warsaw,  of  all  ranks  and  oondi* 
tions,  had  ax>wded  to  bis  palace  gates, — and 
the  alone,  was  absent,  llie  nobili^  ot  the 
kingdom,  of  all  parties,  bad  filled  his  antkbam* 
bets  with  congratulations, — ^but  Azinia*s  voice  was 
Mill  wanting.  .  He  could  not  but  resent  each 
ill-timed,  such  heartless  prudery ;  —  and  hft- 
ving   hastily  traced  a  few  lines   expiesive   of 

•  AmoDf  whom  was  the  fencnble  Niemcewia. 
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hiB  diqdeaBiire,  he  once  more  dispatched  an 
Aide -de -Camp  to  Bielewsko,  with  inqoiriee 
into  the  motives  of  her  estrangement, — 

''Some  mystery  must  be  in  all  this,**  cried 
;  when  at  length  the  messenger   made 
appearance    with    a    verbal    reply    to    his 
epistle. — 

"  There  is,  indeed,  a  mystery,  —  a  painful 
inystery!" — obseiTed  his  brother,  in  a  solemn 
voice.  **  But  suffer  me  to  doubt  whether  your 
Majesty's  strength  is  yet  sufficiently  restored  to 
admit  of " 

''  For  the  love  of  God,  «peak  on  !*'-— cried 
the  King,  in  breathless  agitation.  "You  torture 
me  by  this  circumlocution." 

''Let  me    implore    you.  Sire,    to  moderate 
this    perturbation,"     observed    the    surgeon    in 
attendance.  "Every  thing  depends  on  your  being  . 
kept  quiet." 

"Yet  you  venture  to  stimulate  my  frame 
by  this  agonizing  suspense,"  faltered  Stanislas, 
—  "  Speak,  Cocceii !  —  Speak,  and  relieve 
me!"— 
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*<  There  is  one  waiting  wi&oaV  interposed 
General  Cocceii,  eager  to  escape  the  dreadinl 
task  of  explanation^  **who  will  serre  as  the 
best  interpreter  of  every  dreomstanoe  your 
Majesty  may  wish  to  learn.** — 

And  withdrawing  to  the  anti-room»  he 
retamed  in  a  minute's  space,  impelliiig  fi>rwaid 
the  resisting  figure  of  the  dwarf  of  Orameo- 
baum;  dishevelled, — feeble, — fiunting, — heart- 
broken!— 

**  Chedzim  !  *'  exclaimed  the  King,  starting 
from  his  reclining  position,  as  he  noted  the 
sinister  expression  pourtrayed  on  the  ocwnte- 
nance  of  the  old  T&tar. — ^*'What  tidings  firom 
Bielewsko?'*— 

But  instead  of  vouchsafing  a  reply,  the 
whole  person  of  the  dwarf  seemed  convulsed 
with  unspeakable  emotion.  A  moment's  pause 
imparted  a  stony  rigidity  of  aspect  scarcely  lees 
ominous  of  evil. — 

^'How  is  the  Princess!'*— fidteredStanisks, 
scarcely  capable  of  utterance. 

"WeU!" 


> 
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«*Aiid  where  V— 

"Attest!"— 

***Chedrim,  —  youf  voice  and  aspect  thrill 
me  with  horrd' !  —  SpelJc  but !  — What  has  in- 
duced my  Aidnia  to  iHthhold  from  me  the 
oonsblation  6f  her  presence  ? — ^When  com^s  she 
to  the  Belv^ere, — and  where  are  we  to  meet 
againi  — 

^^In  the  presence  of  the  King  of  kings!" 
—  replied  the    old  Kalmuck,  in    a  stem   and 

steady  voice. — 

**  Has  any  evil  befallen  your  lady  t  —  what, 
-*-what  have  you  done  " — 

"  Laid  her  in  her  bed  of  everlasting  rest ;— ^ 
and  lo !  the  stone  is  rolled  back  to  the  door  of 
the  sepulchre !" — ^replied  the  dwarf. 

"  Explain  at  once  the  origin  of  the  fatal 
catastrophe,"  interposed  General  Cocceii,  per- 
ceiving that  his  royal  muster  was  nour  incapable 
of  utterance.—^ 

"  Speak,  you  ;  for  you  know  all !"  retorted  tht 
old  man,  <<and  the  words  are  angoisfa  in  my 
mouth." — 
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"The  Wmpitpul  eTcnft  to  whidi  he  aDnies,* 
obeenred  the  Bish^^  of  Ploeiko,  who  now  offi* 
cioasly  sustained  the  person  rftheking,  **appeuB 
to  be  one  among  the  many  fir^tfid  resnlts  of  the 
late  impious  attack  upon  the  life  of  your  Majesty. 
Prinoeaa  Baratinhoff,  baling  by  some  inexplic^ 
Ue  means  obtained  warning  of  the  sacrilegiotts 
outrage  about  to  be  perpetrated,  despatched  an 
express  to  the  city ;  which,  it  appears,  must  hare 
been  waylaid  by  the  conspiratorB." 

**  Not  content  with  the  zeal  of  her  household," 
continued  the  General,  in  a  more  soothing  tone, 
**  it  appears  that  her  Highness  insisted  upon  ac- 
.companying  her  servants  on  foot,  unescorted,  m  the 
dead  of  night,  for  the  purpose  of  pving  farther 
alarm,  to  the  head  quarters  of  the  Russian  tnM^" 

**  In  our  parley  with  the  first  Russian  pa«^ 
trol,**  foltered  Chedzim,  the  tears  streaming 
down  his  withered  foce.as  he  spoke,  ''a  gang 
of  n^flians  made  towards  us,  —  challenged  the 
sentinel, — fired-  upon  us**-« 

«  Enough,'*  interrupted  Stanislas.—"  Enough 
— enough! — The  rest  I  know.— She  perished 


MARIBMONT.  23T 

My  Axinia  exhaled  her  last  sigh  in  my  presence, 
even  while  my  thoughts  were  engrossed  by  mis^ 
dianees  all  my  own.** 

*•  No  !" — interrupted  the  harsh  voice  of  Ched-- 
nm,  **  she  survived ;  —  survived  to  be  conveyed 
baek  to  the  blessed  roof  to  which'  your  presence 
has  proved  a  consuming  pestilence; — to  endure; 
torments  with  the  fortitude  of  a  saint ; — ^to  ex- 
pire in  anguish  with  the  resignation  of  a  martyr. 
With  her  dying  lips  she  blessed  your  name, — 
she  blessed  the  name  of  Poland, — she — **  But 
the  words  expired  upon  his  lips ;  and  turning 
aride  his  head,  the  old  man  wept  aloud. — 

"  My  destiny  b  achieved  !'* — said  the  king,  in 
the  low  concentrated  tone  of  utter  despair :  when 
at  length,  by  the  officious  aid  of  Cocceii,  restored 
to  consciousness.  -^  '*  I  have  nothing  left  to  hope 
or  to  desire." — 

.  "  The  sacred  interests  of  the  Republic,**  said 
the  General,  about  to  remonstrate  with  the  self- 
abandonment  of  his  royal  master — 

''  Win  soon  be  in  better  hands,**  faltered  the  . 
unfortunate  Stanislas. — '^  For  me,  I  have  only  to. 
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die  where  Axinia  died, — and  lie  where  she  Hin. 
Chedzim,  old  man!— drew  neaver. — Chtdzink^ 
your  hand ! — ^henceforward  I  daim  your  fiiMifiil 
service,  and  attach  you  to  my  houadiold.'* 

^*  No !"  cried  the  old  man  sturdily. — **  I  hare 
BOW  no  tie  to  Poland  but  the  grave  cf  my  mii- 
trees.  Ther^  with  her  faithful  dog,  will  I  whiae 
out  the  remnant  of  my  days ;  in  the  hoipe  to  look 
upon  her  glorious  ftu^e  again,  where  bondage  is 
not,  nor  distinction  of  station  or  stature  !** 

**We  will  weep  together,"  —  said  Stasklaa, 
*^  together  talk  of  her, — deplore  her  destinies, 
and—" 

<«  ff  0 — ^no — ^no !" — ^persisted  the  Kahnudc,  hav- 
ing concealed  his  ftM»  for  a  moment  in  the  folds 
of  his  tonic. — **  You^  who  from  tlie  time  when  I 
wrought  your  meeting  atf  Oranieabaam  to  that 
when  I  lowered  her  head  into  the  dust  of  the  grave- 
yard of  Burakow,  were  the  ascendant  curse  that 
withered  her  sweet  youth; — yoti,  on  whom  her 
gentle  nature  blindly  doated, — -yoa,  so  unworthy 
the  lavish  gift  of  her  affection, — you,  a  king,  a 

trifler,  will  find  other  ties  and  other  consolatioiis. 
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Tis  to  tm  her  memory  belongs ! — ^Tis  to  me  her 
loflg  is  as  the  bereav^oient  of  utter  despair ! — 
Raise  marble  trophies  to  her  memory,^  breathe 
requiems  to  her  soul, — call  in  the  lamentations 
of  your  bards, — the  masses  of  the  Holy  Chureh  ! 
But  the  old  T£ttar  who  served  her, — ^followed 
her  varying  fortunes, — slaved  for  her, — ^watched 
for  her, — prayed  for  her, — ay,  and  would  have 
died  for  her  had  the  Almighty  avouched  his  wish,-^ 
he  will  be  the  true  mourner  for  the  dead  ! — Old, 
crippled,  helpless,  honourless,  a  speck  of  dust 
upon  the  earth,  nature  raised  me  from  my  nothing- 
ness by  the  gracious  favour  of  her  eyes, — ^by  the 
gentle  humanity  of  her  protection. — Oh,  God — 
oh !  mighty  God, — ^what  am  I  now  V* — 

*'  Sire !"  interrupted  Count  Moszynski,  burst- 
ing unceremoniously  into  the  chamber  under 
sanction  of  the  valuable  intelligence  of  which 
he  believed  himself  the  bearer.  "The  con- 
spirators are  taken,  and  already  captive  in 
Warsaw ; —  an  escort  of  Hussars  with  difficulty 
preserves  their  lives  from  the  fury  of  the  po- 
pulace !*' 
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At  that  moment,  the  measared  diseharge  of 
ordnance  boomed  solemnly  through  the  city; 
and  the  great  bell  of  the  Cathedral  tolled  out 
its  announcement  of  a  Te  Deum  voted  by  thfe 
senate  in  token  of  the  deliverance  of  the 
King.  The  acclamations  of  the  populace  in 
the  quadrangles  of  the  palace  could  no  longer 
be  restrained,  even  by  the  presence  of  the 
military;   and   a  thousand   "Vivats,**  rent  the 

skies. 

*'The  whole  court  is  assembled  in  the  audi- 
ence chamber,  in  hopes  that  your  Majesty  will 

deign  to  accept  their  humble  congratulations  T 
persisted  Moszynski, — while  the  cannon  con- 
tinued to  pour  forth  their  solemn  signals. 

^^The  peasants  instrumental  in  your  Majes- 
ty s  deliverance  have  been  brought  in  triumph 
to  the  palace !"  added  the  Bishop. 

*^ Enough  —  enough!*' — ^faltered  the  unfortu* 
nate  king,  covering  his  face  with  his  hands, 
and  writhing  under  the  universal  demonstrations 
of  delight.    **  Grant,  at  least,  one  hour  for  my 
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sorrow ! — ^What  sentiment  of  triumpli,  of  joy,  or 
thanksgiving  can  ever  blend  itself  in  my  mind 
with  the  adventure   of  the   Mill  of   Maris- 

MONT !" — 
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THE    PASIEKA; 


OB 


BEE    FARM. 


0  little  brethren  of  the  feirid  loul. 
Kissers  of  flowers, — lords  of  the  golden  bowl, 

1  follow  to  your  fields  and  tufted  brooks. 

Leiqh  Humt. 


THE    PASIEKA; 


OR 


BEE  FARM. 


CHAPTER   I. 

Stndloiu  of  hone3r,  each  in  his  degree, 
The  yonthfiil  and  the  grave  experienced  Bee  ;— 
Plaina,  meads,  and  orchards,  all  the  day  he  plies. 
The  gleans  of  yellow  thyme  distend  his  thighs, 
He  spoils  the  saffron  flowers,  and  sips  the  blues 
Of  Tiolets,  wilding-brooms,  and  willow-dews. 

DRTDBV*S    VtROIL, 

"  Shb  is  dying,  —  I  am  sure  she  is  dying! "  — 
munnured  little  Benisia  to  her  sister  Dzidzilia,  at 
they  stood  hand  in  hand  heside  an  anxious  group 
composed  of  their  mother,  aunt,  and  one  or  two 
peasant-women  belonging  to  the  Pasieka,  or  Be<i 
Farm  of  Zwieta,  in  the  heart  of  Samogitia. 
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*'  Hush !  Benbia ;  look  at  Aunt  Anuika's 
grave  fiace  ! — ^There  is  no  hope !" 

^  What  are  they  doing  Dzidziliat — ^Yoa  are 
taller,  and  can  see  fdl  that  kgoing  on.^ 

'*  My  mother  is  carefully  admimsterxng  a  tern 
drops  of  m6id.  But  she  shakes  her  head.  The 
cordial  is  too  late !" 

"  Jezus  Maiya !  —  and  so  gay  only  yesteiday 
morning ;  — ^who  would  hare  thought  it !  — What 
wfll  become  of  the  young  ones!  the  moat  m* 
dustrious  mother  of  die  whole  Pasieka  !"— 

**  See,  see,  sister, — ^Aunt  Anulka  has  tears  in 
her  eyes!  —  The  poor  soul  has  breathed  her  last."* 

And  so  nlioumfhl  a  murmur  of  lamentation 
burst  from  the  little  group,  that  none  but  a  true- 
born  Zmujdzin  would  have  been  led  to  suspect 
that  this  excess  of  sympathy  was  lavished  on  the 
queen-bee,  oi*  as  they  are  termed  in  Poland  Matka 
or  mother4iee  6f  a  hive ;  which,  having  come  to 
mischance,  was  expiring  under  the  aid  of  die  most 
experienced  doctresses  of  the  PiMcka.  Bat  with 
the  pristine,  pious,  and  honest-hearted  peofrfeof 
Zmujdz,  the  bees,  the  chief  source  of  their  wealth 
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and  pro^rifyy  have  obtained  a  sanctity  exceeding 
even  that  of  the  redbreast  in  our  own  country.; 
To  put  a  bee  wantonly  to  death  is  regarded  as  a 
sin ; — to  neglect  their  health  and  comfort,  as  a 
twah; — and  the  result  of  the  superstitious  vene- 
ration with  which  the  bee  farmers  watch  over 
their  hives  is  rewarded  by  an  excess  of  tamenees. 
and  a  degree  of  mutual  understanding,  such  as 
these  winged  usjorers  rarely  exhibit  in  other  coun*. 
tries.  Instances  of  familiarity  and  anecdotes  of 
instinct  are  cited  round  the  hearth  by  the  Samogi- 
tians,  inconlestably  authenticated,  but  bordering 
on  the  marvellous. 

The  province  of  Zmujdz,  or  Samogitia,  is  per- 
haps the  only  one  in  Poland  or  even  in  Europe, 
where  ignorance  and  superstition  in  their  grossest 
forai  have  wrought  no  evil  on  the  moral  character 
of  the  people ;  aud  whether  attributable  to  the 
bounty  of  nature  which  has  blessed  them  with 
ample  competence,  without  the  enervating  means 
of  luxury,— or  to  the  protecting  influence  of  the 
Pantheon  of  household  divinities,  so  vaunted  by 
the  Sampgitians  of  old,  certain  it  is  that  they 
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Tet^n.thg  porily  and  sioaplidtjr  of  the 
time,  and  live  for  the  worship  and  senrioe  ef  .God, 
-—contented, — laborious, — ^virtuouft,— cheerftd ; — 
ignorant  alike  of  the  corraptions  generated  bj 
populous  cities,  and  the  vices  and  stnp^les  of 
surrounding  nations;  nay,  almost  beyond  the 
influence  of  the  political  misfortunes  of  their 
own. 

Clothed  with  luxuriant  woods,  fed  by  a  thoo* 
sand  fertilizing  streams,  and  presenting  a  rich  and 
diversified  surface,  Samogitia  is  parcelled  into  com* 
modioiis  farms  rather  than  divided  among  a  few 
insatiate  magnats,  as  in  the  adjoining  proyinoe  of 
Lithuania.  The  few  nobles  who  possess  territo- 
ries in  the  province  are  men  unconnected  with 
the  Court,  and  resident  on  their  estates ;  and  the 
traveller  arriving  in  this  favoured  nook  of  Sar- 
matia,  and  admiring  at  once  the  culture  of  the 
country,  and  the  jovial  and  open  countenances  of 
the  inhabitants,  involuntarily  reverts  to  the  age  of 
gold ;  and,  with  the  exception  that  the  expansive 
figures  of  the  fat  good-humoured  Samogitians 
resemble  as  little  as  possible   the   nymphs   and 
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swains   of  Thessaly,  might  be  tempted  to   ex- 


Qnote  son  le  contrade 
Si  chiare  un  tempo,  e  queste  ion  le  idve 
Ore  1  prtBco  valor  Hsse,  e  mono, 
t  In  qnett*  angolo  sol  del  ferreo  moQdo 

Cred  'io  che  ricorrasse  il  secol  d'oro» 
Qnando  foggia  le  stelerate  genti. 
Qui  non  Teduta  altrove 
Liberti  moderata,  e  senza  inridia 
Fiorir  si  Tide  in  dolce  sicarezza. 
Non  custodita ;  e  in  disarmata  pace, 
Cingea  popolo  inerme, 
Un  mnro  d'  innooenza  e  di  nrtute.* 

On  the  banks  of  a  rapid  brook  skirting  exten- 
sive woodlands  in  one  of  the  most  favoured 
districts  of  the  province,  stood  the  Pasieka  of 
Zwieta ;  a  farm  which  had  descended  to  the  good 
Jakob  Bremglicz,  its  present  proprietor,  from  a 
race  of  ancestors  tracing  the  legendary  yeoman- 
ship  of  the  family  to  the  illustrious  reign  of  Sigis- 
mund  Augustus. — He  was  a  worthy,  warm-hearted 
man ;— KX>mely,  healthy,  wealthy,  and  even  wise 
according  to  the  highest  acceptation  of  the  term ; 
for  he  knew  the  path  of  duty,  and  walked  in  it 
humbly  and  stedfastly.     But  this  was  the  limit 

*  Guarini. 


of  hiB  kii<9wledge.  The  wshools  now  miHwhrd 
io  Samogida  had  not  oome  mto  operatkm  in  lamt 
to  include  the  good  Jak6h  mnoi^  their  neo- 
phytes ;  and  notwithstanding  his  priril^e  of 
crying  ^'Veto,**  in  the  senate  as  londly  as  a 
Radxivil  or  a  Sapieha,  notwithstanding  his 
goodly  pastures,  nobly-timbered  woods,  and  high 
account   in    the   neighbourhood,  his  smatterii^ 

of  scholarship  endowed  him  with  little  reading, 
and  less  penmanship.      Yet  smaU  as  was  this 

advance  in  civilization,  it  sufficed  to  render  him 
the  intellectual  president  of  the  simple  rural 
population  among  which  he  lived  and  prospered ; 
whose  veneration  was  lavished  upon  Jak6b  and 
his  wife  J6ze&,  (or  as  she  was  termed  by  the 
custom  of  the  province,  Jakubowa,  or  Madam 
Jak6b) — as  upon  the  iraest,virtuonsest,diBereetest, 
best,  and  even  happiest  couple  in  the  district  !^* 

Of  their  three  children,  DzidziKa,  the  eldest 
daughter,  was  already  in  her  seventeenth  year ; 
while  Benisia  and  her  brother  Janek  were  dul- 
^ren  of  nine  and  ten,  and  still  under  the  vigilant 
tutorage  of  their  aunt  Anulka,  the  sister  of 
Jak6b ;  a  spinster  whose  early  education  in  the 
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Umline  convent  at  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Rosienie, — caused  her  to  be  venerated  amcMig  the 
Bee  Farmers  as  a  semi  saint,  and  full  and  perfect 
philosopher.    Even  Jakubowa,  the  most  expert 
hou^e  wife  of  the  neighbourhood, — ^whose  bees 
produced  the   finest  honey,  whose  spinning  the 
finest  yarn,  whose  bleaching  the  whitest  linen , 
— and  whose  Dereniak,  Lipiec»  Wisniak,  Mali- 
niak,  and   every   other  variety    of    Samogitian 
mead*  had  been  pronounced  by  the  illustrious 
Count  Plater  to  be  the  purest  in  the  province, — 
looked  up   to  her  sister  Anulka,  the  reader  of 
pious  books,  the  inditer  of  the  family  con^sppn- 
dence,  and  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  the 
Pasieka, — as   to   the  great  Kopemic,  disgui«ed 
under  the  Koszula  and  veil  of  a  Smujdziukal 

Under  these  distinctions,  sister  Anulka  was 
by  no  means  proud.  Her  disposition  was 
as  sweet  as  the  miod  or  honey  turned  to 
such  good  account  under  her  presidency;  and 
had  any  healing  or  peace^making  been  required 
in  a  family  where,  by  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  all 
was  gentleness,  happiness,  and  love,  the  mild 


.  Afid  in  a  few  momentB  the  little 
relieyed  from  the  oppressiye  heat  of  die 
and  breathing  of  her  attendantft,  atoeteiiBd  ker 
coBtraetedlegB^ — rolled  heaviljoii  her  ade^ — aad 
uttered  fte  fidot  munnimng  so  long  liBtcHcdSsr 
in  n^Hd — 

**  Look  at  the  raggedness  of  her  wingal-^ 
The  pBzczoleezka*  has  been  injared  by  »  faird^"— 
said  Ludwyk,  in  reply  to  the  admiring  gratnla- 
tion^  of  hig  companions. 

''Boh!"  cried  Manichna  morosely.  ^Tbm 
strife  of  the  hive  nearest  the  roof  of  ywider 
shed,  tells  another  story.  A  strange  nialka^as 
intraded  into  the  R6y  Vsacto ; — ^tfaere  has  been 
a  iighty  and  the  poor  soul  was  o^ermatdMd. 
Tis  well  that  the  Jegomosd  Jak6b  returns 
to-night  frcm^  Wilna,  —  (or  since  he  has  been 
away,  methinks,  every  thing  has  geme  wrong 
at  the  Pasieka." 

This  last  ejaculation,  directed  by  a  glance  of 
her  deep-set  eye  towards  the  skiliul  young  bee- 
doctor,  bore  an  especial  reference  to  Ludwyk's 

^  DmuDutiTe  of  endeinienl  for  ptiCToh^  or  bee. 
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iatpodiictioii  into  the  £iiiiily  at  Zwieta.  It  was 
not  indeed  till  the  departare  of  Jak6b  into 
lidiuama  for  the  iulfilnient  of  his  csontract  of 
flax  from  the  preceding  lint  hanrest,  thai  the 
stranger  had  made  his  appearance,  in  Samogitia. 
The  object  of  his  sojonm  tiiere  was  even  yet  a 
nystery;  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  mistrustful 
Maruehna,  a  mystery  of  sinister  import.  The 
4iind  of  the  old  woman  was,  in  fiact,  saper^^ 
abundantly  imbued  with  the  superstitions  of  her 
native  proTiaee.  In  addition  to  the  ^eal  with 
which  she  paid  her  devotions  to  every  saintly 
image  or  christian  shrine  suspended  among  the 
eak-trees  of  the  neighbouring  woodlands  (a  rem- 
nant probably  of  the  ancient  Herulian  rites  which 
apportioned  a  presiding  divinity  to  every  tree, 
plant,  and  flower»)  she  persisted  in  her  yearly 
sacrifice  to  Waisgantho,  the  God  of  the  flax" 
fields,  and  other  deities  of  equally  minute  ca- 
pacity. It  was  Maruehna  who  still  insisted  on 
the  necessity  of  propitiating  Peroun,  the  God  of 
thimder,  whenever  the  forked  lightping  menaced 
the  bark  roofs  of  Zwieta ;  it  was  Maruehna  who 
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persisted  in  spreading  annually,  in  the  adjoiini^ 
forest,  the  banquet  of  dainties  intended  to  ap- 
pease the  manes  of  the  dead ! — 

Now    among  other  superstitions    expunged 
when  the  victories  of  the  Teutonic  Knights  OTer* 
threw,  in  the  sixteenth  centurjr,  the  heathen  altars 
of  Sam<^itia,  was  the  worship  of   the  GiToHe, 
or   sacred  seq[>ents,   which  infest  its  spreading 
forests ;  and  towards  which,  the  lapse  of  ihree 
ages  has  scarcely  availed  to  obliterate  the  bigoted 
reverence  of  the  peasants.     It  is  esteemed  superla- 
tively unlucky  to  destroy  the  large  wood-snakes 

which   feed  upon  the  wild  honey.     And  as  it 

« 

chanced  that  the  incident  which  introduoed 
young  Ludwyk  to  the  esteem  of  Jakubowa,  was 
the  hardihood  with  which  he  had  rescued  her 
little  Janek  from  the  coil  of  one  of  these  legen- 
dary divinities,  the  stranger  had  been  marked, 
from  the  moment  of  crossing  the  threshold  of 
Zwieta,    with    the    reprobation   of   its    ancient 

sybil ! — 

"  He  is  no  Samogitian  bom,  who  would  ven- 
ture  to   bruise    the   head   of   one  of  the  wily 
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WBtcliers  of  the  wood !"  had  been  her  priyate 
inunuation  to  Aunt  Anulka;  who,  discerning 
no  eyil  in  any  created  thing,  could  neither  be 
moTed  to  chime  in  with  her  invectives,  nor  to 
applaud  the  extermination  of  the  serpent. 

*'  The  time  will  come  when  you  will  see  the 
thing  as  I  do/'  persisted  the  nurse ;  "for  although 
this  busy  doer  of  nothings  may  affect  to  come 
probing  the  earth  here,  and  smashing  a  peb- 
ble stone  there,  as  if  he  would  not  let  the 
all-wise  Creator  keep  a  single  mystery  to  Him- 
self, I  misdoubt  me  thsin  other  causes  may  be 
found  for  his  wanderings  than  the  love  of 
stocks  and  stones,  or  the  prying  into  chalk- 
pits/'— 

"  What  mischief  should  there  be  in  the 
youth?** — replied  Anulka,  turning  her  spindle 
with  a  degree  of  rapidity  forming  a  miraculous 
contrast  to  the  slow  progress  o^  her  conclu- 
sions. ''  He  saved  the  little  Janek  from  a  strait 
which,  if  in  truth  no  peril,  was  still  a  parlous 
fright  r 

"  Thereby  misleading  the  lad  into  irrever- 
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ence  towards  the  castoma  of  his  fore&tlien," 
ioanoated  Maruchna. 

''  And  lie  has  iBStracted  my  sister  and  mj* 
self  in  the  mystery  of  nature  which  so  oftea 
canses  us  to  find  our  bees  dead  or  dying  at  the 
bottom  of  the  tulip-cups ;" 

**  Thereby  inducing  you  to  root  up  the  dioieest 

bed  of  tulips  between  this  and  Memel !  **  —con- 
tinued the  Sybil. 

**  He  has  kindly  instigated  to  Grzc^rz,  the 
Pasiecznik,  the  advantage  of  making  merchandize 
of  the  medicinable  flies  that  gather  upcm  our 
ash-trees;" — 

*'  Thereby  withdrawing  his  time  and  notice 
from  the  lint-crops/*  grumbled  the  old  lady.' — 

'^And  he  has  bestowed  upon  my  niece 
Dzidzilia/'  continued  the  spinster,  directing  a 
smile  of  implication  towards  the  nurse,  ^*  a  duplet 
of  Uthuanian'  amber,  such  as  might  fit  the  de- 
▼otions  of  Queen  Hedwig  of  blessed  memory!** 

**  Thereby,'*  cried  Maruchna,  roused  by  Am 
insinuation  to  her  utmost  pitch  of  displeasure, 
*^  putting  nonsense  into  the  young  girl's  head. 
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daring  the  absence  of  the  Jegomosc.  The  Samts 
be  praised,  my  good  master  will  be  amongst  us 
anon ;  —  and  all  this  new-fangleness  sent  flying 
forth  at  the  chimney  vent. — Swift  to  come, — swift 
to  go !  —  Master  Ladwyk's  footing  at  Zwieta 
may  be  a  trifle  less  sore  than  he  dreams  of!'' 


CHAPTER  11. 


A  popolons  flolitode  of  bees  and  birdB 

And  faiiy-fomi'd  and  many  coloured 
Who  wonhip  love  with  notes  more  sveet  than 

And  innocently  open  their  glad  wings 
FeariesB  and  fiill  of  life ;  the  gush  of  springs 

And  fall  of  lofty  fountains,  and  the  bead 
Of  stirring  branches,  and  the  bod  which  brings 

Thit  swiftest  thonght  of  beanty,  here  ezteadp 
and  made  by  lore,  unto  one  mighty 


It  was  not  likely  that  the  worthy  Jaknbowa 
flhoold  allow  the  Boerhaave  of  the  Ul  Id 
depart  dry-lipped  from  her  premiaes.^ — Ladwyk 
was  now  invited  in;  and  pledged  in  a  cop 
of  lapiec  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the 
fiir-fiEoned  mead-yats  of  Kowno ;  —  thrice  sacred 
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to  the  Lithuanians    as  producing   the  favourite 
beverage  of  Kosciuszko. — 

"  I  was  about  to  inquire,"  said  the  young 
man  in  a  hesitating  tone,  "  whether  any  of  you 
would  accompany  me  over  the  hill  towards 
Rosienie?  —  Grzegorz  the  Pasiecznik  has  been 
telling  me  of  a  stratum  of  clay  above  the  brook* 
lands,  where  fossil  shells  are  found." 

"  Any  of  us? — All  of  us,  did  time  allow," 
cried  Jakubowa,  heartily ;  "for  it  lies  hard  by 
the  ford  which  Jak6b  will  cross,  if  Ood  pleases, 

this  very  afternoon  on  his  way  homeward  to 
Zwieta.  As .  it  is,  Janek  will  gladly  away  with 
you — (eh!  lad?) — and  Benisia, — ^if  you  care  to 
be  troubled  with  a  baggage  who  taxes  your 
time  to  carry  her  over  the  brooks  and  dykes. — 
But  for  me,  you  must  fain  excuse  me.  I  have 
still  the  buckwheat  to  sift  and  the  manna  to 
seethe  for  the  supper  furmenty.  For  you  are  to 
know,  friend  Ludwyk,  'tis  a  custom  of  old  esteem 
at  Zwieta  that  Jak6b,  —  on  returning  home 
ftx>m  his  lint -sale  and  bringing  me  from  Wilna 
a  luck*  penny  or  new  tunic  -  stuflF,  —  shall  find 
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a  bowl  of  choice  formenty  ummering  for 
supper." — 

"  And  Dzidaalia  ?  "—hesitated  Ladwyk,  who, 

notwithstanding  his  short  intimacy  with  the  &^ 

mily  at  Zwieta,  was  already  familiar  with  the 

episode   of  the  manna -gruel    and  tunic -stuff. 

'*  Has  your  daughter  work  in  hand ; 


".  How  say  you,  lass  ?  " — cried  the  kind,  cor- 
dial mother.  "  Is  the  manna  turned  dry  for 
me  upon  the. sieve; — rand  will  you  away  with 
Ludwyk  aver  the  fields  to  meet  your  fiaither  ?  " — 

"  If  you  desire  'it,  "mother,**  said, the  fiur  giri 
with  a  blush  emulating  the  crimson  ensign  of 
of  her  native  country. 

"  If  II  —  nay  —  'tis  as  you  wish!"  cried 
Jakubowa,  making  her  way  towards  the  kitchen 
in  pursuance  of  her  dutiful  preparations  for  the 
arrival  of  the  Jegomosc. 

And  Dzidzilia,  I'eadily  accepting  the  sanction 

of  her  mother,  was  about  to  array  herself  in 
the  flowing  veil  forming  part  of  the  singular 
costume  of  a  Samogitian  peasant,  when  Aunt 
Anulka  (at  the  instigation  of  the  severe  Ma> 
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mchna)  came  forward  with  an  intimation  that 
the  assistance  of  her  pretty  niece  was  indispens- 
able to  herself,  to  set  the  bleaching-^green  in 
order  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  Dzierzawca.* 
Howbeit  heavily  disappointed  by  this  arrange- 
ment, young  Ludwyk  was  obliged  to  put  a 
gracious  face  upon  the  matter;  and  to  accept 
the  company  of  the  children  as  cheer&Uy  as 
though  it  formed  the  real  motive  of  his  in- 
▼itation. —  He  had  been  earnestly  bent  indeed 
upon  obtaining  a  private  interview  with  the 
bright-eyed  Dzidzilia,  previous  to  the  return  of 
her  father; — but  was  too  young  a  lover,  and 
too  true  a  lover,  to  venture  on  opposii^  the  fiat 
of  the  virgin-president  of  the  Pasieka ;  more 
especially  when  it  was  backed  by  the  menacing 
aspect  of  the  old  nurse,  peeping  over  the  shoulder 
of  Anulka.  Jakubowa  had  already  engaged  him 
to  return  at  supper-time  and  take  a  share  in 
the  family-festival;  and  he  trusted  to  the  star 
which  prospers  the  plottings  of  lovers  to  obtain 
for  him,  in  some  interval  of  the  feast,  it  few 

*  A  farmer  or  Dzierzawca,  U  called  Jegomosc  by  the  peanants. 
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miimteB'  explanatory  oonyersation  with  the  hieaiity 
of  the  Pasieka.    Meanwhile,  the  sweet  &rewell 
glance  and  still  sweeter  fitreWell  smile  directed 
ttmards   him   hj  Dzidzilia,  as  he   crossed   the 
threshold    with  Janek    and   Benisia  and  dior 
fiivottrite    d(^  sporting  aronnd    thent,  aflforded 
almost  a  sufficient  balm  for  his  mortification. 
'     And  yet,   on  emerging   from  the  porch  if 
Zwieta,  the  Inxuriant  fragrance  of  the  Ume-treei 
(to  whose  blossoms  the  Lipiec  of  the  Pasieki 
was  indebted  for  the  superior  whiteness  of  ill 
honey)  appeared  so  soothing, — and  the  freshnesi 
of  the  evening  air  so  inspiritii^,  that   he  w« 
half  inclined  to  return  to  the  farm,  and  strire 
to  move  the  acquiescence  of  Aunt  Anulka. — 

'**  No,  no! — Let  us  hasten  across  the  hills!" 
cried  little  Benisia  leaping  on  before,  with  so 
energy  that  defied  all  hope  of  a  retrograde 
movement. 

"  On  —  on  —  on  ! "  —  shouted  her  brother 
Janek ;  and  both  were  soon  out  of  hearing  *ott 
the  pathway  traversing  the  vast  fields  of  buck- 
wheat perfuming  the  mellifluous  lands  of  Zwieta; 
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— ^making  to  themselTes  pupipa  of  the 
lock-stemfi,  or  erowning  each   other  vith    gar- 

"^         lands  of  wild  poppy. — 

""  It  was  a  delicioas  ereiimg. — ^A  yrinkling  of 

rain  had  fidlen  in  the  morning,  the  last  drops 

'^\  ft  which  a  gentle  hreeze  was  diying  upon  the 
lime-leaves ;  a  breeze  that  erer  and  anon  swept 
iqiward  along  the  slopes,  as  thoagh  to  reap 
the   exhalinc:    sweetness    of  the  earth    and  its 


blossoms.  Even  whQe  watching  the  career  of 
the  sportive  boy  and  girl,  as  ihey  chased  each 
qther  along  the  hand-bridge  of  the  streamlet 
i'^'  threading  the  valley; — even  while  listening  to 
iM'  the  creaking  wain,  (which  with  its  harness  of 
plaited  bark  and  linchpins  and  joists  of  moun- 
i^p-'^  tain  ash,  presented  so  primeval  an  object  while 
^1^^^  jolting  along  the  rade  harvest  road;)  —  e\en 
;i}rf>  ^  when  soothed,  after  its  discordant  rumble,  by 
}  i^^    the  mellow  even-song  of  the  blackbirds  perched 

on  some  stunted  oak  amid  the  streaming  efful- 

w< 
W       genee  of  the  evening  sun, — Ludwyk  could  not 

• .' 

^b^'    but  admit  that  the  weather  was  heavenly, — the 

jiii^  TOL.   III.  X 
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ylvan  scenery  enchanting, — although  the  oooaipaay 
of  his  lovely  Dzidzilia,  enhanced  not  its  manifold 
delights.  He  seemed  to  tread  on  air.  Nature 
was  happy  around  him, — his  heart  was  happy 

within  him ;  —  happy  with  the  conscionaaess  of 
worth, — happy  with  the  inward-beaming  soaBhine 
of  content! — 

At  the  auspicious  age  of  three  and  twenty, 
Ludwyk  was  still  somewhat  of  an  enthusiast. 
In  Warsaw,  his  spirit  might  haye  been  tamed 
down  into  soberness  by  the  conyentioiia  of 
society  or  the  practicality  of  business.  Bat 
unversed  in  the  usances  of  cities, — like  an  insu- 
lated tree  watered  by  the  rain  fanned  by  the 
winds  and  warmed  by  the  beams  of  Heaven, 
— ^the  generic  characteristics  of  his  nature  were 
still  distinctly  prominent.  —  Impetuous,  sanguine, 
impatient  of  injustice, — his  pride  lay  in  defianee 
to  the  oppressor; — his  happiness  in  the  good* 
will  of  his  fellow-creatures; — ^his  trust — in  die 
strength  of  the  Omnipotent ! 

'But  notvnthstanding  its  engrossing  devatioa 
lo  the  cause  of  the  injured,  the  heart  of  the 


OB   BSE   FABM.  267 

young    Bee-healer  wa»   ix>w    enthralled    by    a 
pevson  by  bo  meaBB  to  be  included  m  the  class 
of  victims.     Bsidzilia   BremgKcz  was  not   only 
fair  and   young,   and  wealthy  ^after  her  degree, 
bst  blest  in  the  especial  regard  of  the  district, 
the.  fioiid    affectioa  of    her<   parents,    and    the 
doating  and  triumphant  partiality  of  the  aunt 
and   Burse  undfir  whose,  eyes  she    had   grown 
up  as  a  wonder  of  perfection.    The  Samogiiian 
maiden  had  never  heard  a  harsh  word,  —  neyev 
seen  an  angry  countenance, — ^never  experienced  a 
BCMTOw, — ^never  shed  a  tear,  unless  in  compassion 
to  the  wants  or  woes  of  some  poorer  neighbour. 
And  then  her  features  were  so  delicate,  her  smile 
80  radiant,    her  voice  so  joy-bespeaking! — No 
wonder  that  Ludwyk   pondered  over  her  perfec- 
tions during  his  ramble  with  a  beating  heart ; — 
and  resolved  to  ask  her  in  marriage  of  her  &ther 
as  early  as  decency  would  permit  after  the  Drier- 
zawca's  return.     Nay, — he  was  even  engaged  in 
composing  his  demand  ai\er  the  most  approved 
courtesies  of  Samogitia,  when  a  loud  outcry  from 

litde  Benisia  disturbed  him  from  his  reverie ;  and 

»2 
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he  beheld  his  charge,  Janek,  the  pride  of  Jaku- 
bowa  and  of  the  Pasieka,  mountiiig  the  trunk  of  a 
hoaiy  mountain-ash  in  search  of  the  pendent  nest 
of  the  Remisz  or  Lithuanian  titmouse ! 

Poor  Ludwyk  might  be  pardoned  for  eadaim- 
ing  somewhat  vociferously  against  the  omithok>- 

gical  pursuits  of  the  young  adventurer  in  a  tone 
of  authority  and  reprehension,  savouring  of  the 
future  brother-in-law.  But  his  anger  was  of  brief 
endurance ;  and  the  happy  thoughts  of  the  young 
lover  soon  shaped  themselves  to  one  of  the 
popular  carols  of  his  native  province. 

LITHUANIAN  CHANT. 

TiM  morning,— ho! — 0*er  wilds  and  woodt 
Shine  out  tboa  gUdness-biinging  Son ! — 

Lcftp,  leap  for  joy,  ye  sparkling  floods  I — 
Breathe  warbling  grores,  your  orison. 

Tis  mom  !— 


Tis  noonday, — ho  I — Sweet  incense 
Rose  !^from  thy  censer's  treasuries ;-» 

Skim  o*er  the  pool,  ye  light  of  wing. 
Ope,  daisied  meads,  your  thousand 

Tis  noon ! — 

Tis  evening, — ho !— Turn,  meek-eyed  herds 
.  l\im  gathering  flocks  anto  yonr  fold ; 


BEE   FARM.  269 


Home,  to  your  nests,  ye  wandering  birds, 
Tb€  West  poors  down  its  molten  gold — 

Tiserel— 

Tis  nightfall — ho ! — Keep,  starry  sky, 
Stem  watch  upon  the  stealthy  earth  1 

Sing  diirping  crickets,  merrily ; 

Crackle  bright  brands  upon  the  hearth,— 

TU  night  !— 

^Tis  midnight, — ^ho !— On  flaO-wom  floor. 
Ye  mice,  your  thriftless  orgies  keep ; 

BUnk  watchful  owl ! Our  tasks  are  o'er, 

The  weary  household  sinks  to  sleep.— 

God  guard  our  rest  \ 


CHAPTER  III. 


I  hear  the  Bumnuriiig  df  a  thonnnd  beci^ 
In  that  bright  odorous  honey-suckle  vaU, 
Endos'iog  once  the  happiest  family 
That  ever  dwelt  beneath  the  blessed  sides. 
Where  is  that  family  now  ? — Oh  !  gentle  obci» 
1  feel  my  soul  descending  to  the  graTe» 
And  sH  these  loTeUest  rural  images 
Fade,  likc^  waves  breaking  on  a  dreary  shore. 


Could  the  high-spirited  Ludwyk  have  conjee- 
tured,  as  he  stood  musing  lover-like  bjr  many  a 
spreading  tree,  or  smiling  in  vagne  but  happy 
self-abstraction  as  he  glanced  downward  from  the 
hill  to  the  valley, — ^wherein  the  solitary  vulture  sat 
perched  upon  its  insulated  banier-sCone  like  a 
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warning  effigy  of  rapine, — could  he  have  dreamed, 
daring  that  cheering  summer  walk,  what  mischief 
was  plotting  against  his  peace  under  the  mossy 
roof  of  the  Pasieka,  he  would  most  assuredly 
have  preferred  remaining  at  Zwieta  to  assist  in  the 
fleething  of  the  manna,  and  to  keep  watch  against 

his  enemies. 

Scarcely  had  Dzidzilia  quitted  the  house  after 
his  departure,  on  her  errand  to  the  bleaching 
ground,  when  she  observed  the  venerable  figure 
of  Maruchna  stumping  stick  in  hand  toward  her ; 
— and  as  the  decrepitude  of  the  old  nurse,  upon 
whose  knees  Jakob  albeit  a  man  in  years  had 
himself  been  reared  and  nurtured,  prevented  her 
in  general  from  extendii^  her  perambulations  fiir- 
ther  than  the  musky  paths  of  the  Pszczolamia,— 
the  gentle  girl  retraced  her  steps  to  lend  the  sup- 
port of  her  arm  to  the  old  woman  in  reverence 
qI  whom  dhe  had  been  reared. 

"  Rest  we  here ! "  cried  Maruchna,  staying  the 
steps  of  her  fair  conductress,  as  they  reached  a 
spreading  lime  tree,-  the  pride  of  the  Pasieka,— 
whose  shapely  cone  of  purest  green   adorned  the 
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entrance  to  the  bleaching -ground.    '*  Rest 

* 

here,  nqrsling!  —  There  are  no  eaves'  dropjpors 
under  the  linden   but  our  trusty  bees,  who  are 

*  ■ 

neither  tatlers  nor  tale-bearers ;  —  or  at  worst,  a 
brood  of  green-finches  nestling  in  their  callo^ 
down.  Rest  we  here,  Dzidadlia !"  And  seating 
herself  on  a  rude  log-bench,  constructed  by  Jakob 
^in^lf  in  his  days  of  his  courtship  to  Joiefa, — 
she    motioned  to  their  daughter  to  take  place 

'  *  ■ 

beside  her. 

"Aunt  Anulka,''  remonstrated  Dzidzilia,  in- 
tiraidated  by  the  austere  countenance  bent  upon 
her  by  the  Sybil,  *^  bad  me  use  my  utmost  haste 

ii^  gathering  in  the  webs,  lest ^ 

.  "  And  /,**  interrupted  Maruchna,  ''  bid  thee 
eschew  haste,  and  listen  leisurely  to  my  words!" 

,  Nor  did  the  damsel  hesitate  in  her  obedience. 
There  was  something  in  the  white  hair  and  fiir- 
rowed  face  of  the  ancient  of  days,  which  mingled 
a  d^ree  of  awe  with  the  affection  testified  lo- 
wards  her  by  her  master  s  chOdren.  To  Dzid- 
xilia  Bremglics's  eye,  accustomed  only  to  sights 
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of  joy  and  looks  of  love,  the  terrific  sublimity 
of  eternity  was  typified  by  the  venerable  age  of 
her  father's  nurse.  She  was  the  only  thing  con- 
nected with  a  past  century  in  the  household  of 
Zwieta; — all  else  was  in  its  prime,— all  else 
brigkt  and  flourishing! 

A  silence  of  several  minutes  followed  her 
choice  of  a  resting-place ;  and  never  before  had 
Jakiibowa's  daughter  noted  with  impatience  the 
whirring  murmur  indicative  of  the  banque- 
ting hour  of  the  pensioners  of  Aunt  AnuUta's 
hives.  It  seemed  as  though  the  bloom-charged 
branches  over-head  were  alive  with  bees! — Yet 
when  she  raised  her  eyes  towards  the  roofing  of 
pale  emerald,  it  was  rather  to  avoid  the  scruti- 
nizing glances  of  Maruchna  which  she  fancied 
were  fixed  upon  her  face,  than  in  reverence  to  the 
little  votive  altar,  appended  there  in  sanctificatlon 
by  the  hands  of  Grzegorz,  the  pious  Pszczelnik 
or  bee-tender  of  the  Pasieka. 

"  You  are  sorrowful,  good  mother,"  cried  the 
young  giri,  at  length,  perceiving  that  tears  were 

b6 
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gathering  in  the  ejnet  of  the  mme,  as  sh0  sat 
oonteiBpktii^  die  eld^-toni  tf  her  maitaKf 
hoiQtse. 

**  Nor— 

«« Sick  diear— «tiU  intem)gated  DddsliA. 

"StiUlessr— 

**  What  ails  yea  then,  dear,  good  Marysia?* — 
cried  tfie  daught«*  of  Jak6bs  still  more  and  mow 
alarmed. 

"  NothhE^,  drild !— "Hi  ytm  wlw  are  ^BSa^^ 
'tis  y^m  who  will  8<n«  he  awrowfal  S — ^A  cap  al 
Utieniess  is  in  store  Ibr  ym,  Daidiikailta ; 
die  old  wmnaA  woidd  fcm  pat  awaj  tka 
or  poar  it  forth  itt  fibation  to  tha  evil  o&eiJ* 
'  *  *  Leave  we  the  worid  of  spirits  and  lihatiwai  f 
cried  Dsidbdlia,  fidlyaa  her  guard  against  titat 
akondant  chapter  «f  Maradma's  eloqpMMa  ;r^ 
«*  and  XsSX  me  ezpliddy  your  feai^  and  gendy 
your  instructions.** 

^*  Can  I  speak  gendy  of'  thsA  whieh  eeacama 
the  rain  of  my  master's  house f— cried  Maiailiiis 
«*  I  behold  yon  on  die  brink  of  perditioii ;  aod 
most  hold  yon  badL  from  the  abyss^  area  Aoagk 


OR   BEE   FARM.  275 

m^  grasp  be  rude  as  the  iron  gauntlet  of  Lesko 
the  warrior.  I  have  a  grievous  tale  to  tell. — 
Listen  and  be  admonished! 

"  Of  all  the  hirelings  of   Zwieta,   my   Dzi- 
dzilia,  —  (as   the    reverence   of   my   masters   is 
a  token,)   I   alone   am  no  bondswoman  of  the 
land. — Yet  the  whole  generation  now  flourishing 
around  me  at  the  Pasieka, — your  father,  with 
Ilia  noon-day  manhood, — Anulka,  the  kind  atint, 
^-yourself — the  younglings, — all  were  swathed 
by  my  hands,-  and  tended  in  innocent  helplessness 
upon  my  knees. — I  love  you  all, — for  dearly  did 
I  dote  upon  your  father  s  infancy; — I  doated  upon 
your  father  s  infancy,  for  I  had  nothing  else  to 
love  1-— I  had  been  a  wife, — a  ha^py  wife ; — I  had 
been  a  mother, — ^a  joyous,  triumphant  mother : — 
but  that  was  past.    All  were  gone — ^all  withered ; 
I  waa  alone, — oh  I  how  bitterly,  bitterly  alone  ! — 

**My  &ther,  like  our  own  good  Jak&b,  n^as 
a  flonridhing  farmer  on  the  Polesian  frontier  of 
laihuaiiia;  of  good  credit^  and  such  fame  for 
bimesty  and  worth  as  caused  the  hand  of  his 
daogkter  to  be  sought  of  many  suitors;  —  his 
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^Slighter  MaryuMt — for  no  peerahneK  o(i|a- 
moor  bad  Ihen  obtained  for  the  firte-Iiearted  girl 
ef  the  Niemen  the  aeeosoig  name  of  Maradma. 
But  Id  me,  their  Yarioos  suits  were  a  matter  i)t 
mete  importonitj;  for  from  my  earliest  years 
my  heart  was  pledged  to  one  whose  qmdities 
were  so  great  and  noUe,  that  nothing, — no !  not 
even  my  parent's  malediction^-— could  move  me  to 
deplore  that  Pawel  was  of  ^jnoUe  births  and  asn 
to  a  serf  of  Derenc^.  His  fiilher,  it  is  trae, 
bad  prospered ;  and  rented  eztenffive  lands  of  the 
hoose  of  Sapieha,  to  which  his  own  and  Ivs 
children's  service  was  dne  in  perp^nat  viUaB- 
age.  For  howerer  well  endowed  with  worldly 
bdongings^  Pawel  was  in  truth  a  slave — a  deni- 
sen ; — and  his  children  most  perforce  be  bom  in 
bondage! — 

*<  'But  'tis  not  this  alone  that  moves  my  inter- 
diction;' cried  my  father,  when  I  Yentared  to 
firustrate  a  more  prosperous  marriage,  urged  upon 
me  by  his  will,  by  a  confessicm  of  my  attachment. 
*  Thoe  is  that  in  the  young  man's  Uood  which 
would  make  a  wretch  of  my  Maiysia. — Mvk 
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jott  not  the  aign  of  the  Plica-stricken  upon  hisn 
and  all  his  race  V — I  shuddered,  Dzidzilia  I — tor 
that  word  was  indeed  a  word  of  warning!  ^  Yes!' 
continued  my  father,  *  Pawel  is  come  of  parents 
whose  industry  and  integrity  may  hare  effaced  all 
Uonish  of  their  birth :  and  it  were  as  well  to 
deny  the  honour  of  the  Burgher  of  Krakow,  as 
of  Pietrus,  the  father  of  your  lover.  But  'tis  now 
thirty  years,  Marysia,  since  my  eyes  have  kept 
watch  oyer  the  doings  of  his  house.  Three  of  his 
goodly  sons  has  that  fearful  malady  laid  in  the 
grave ;  the  fourth  is  a  raving  lunatic  in  the  hos- 
pital of  the  Camaldolite  convent  at  Minsk.  Shall 
I  give  my  daughter  to  the  fifth  Y — 

^*4t  may  indeed  be  thus,  father!'  I  replied. 
*  Bat  my  Pawel  is  free  of  foot  as  free  of  heart. 
The  blood  dances  lightly  in  his  veins,  and  he,  at 
least,  is  exempt  from  the  frightful  contamination 
that  besets  his  race.  Who  so  active  in  the  round 
of  the  Kruciaszczy,  when  at  eve  we  dance  under 
the  linden-trees? — For  three  successive  winters 
has  he  won  the  premium  as  largest  owner  of  wolf- 
skins deposited  in  the  mayoralty  of  Minsk.    And 
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did  he  iwl  prdsenre  your  01^  life,  fiMfchef  ,  by  mere 
▼igour  of  ann,  when  bat  a  season  ago  jou  joined 

the  bear-hunterB  of  the  NiemenT — 

*<*  To  what  avail/  cried  my  fikther/ aedc  joii 
to  gainsay  my  words ;  which  nought  b«t  parental 
kire  arrayB  in  judgment  against  your  dmeet 
Pftwd  &  all  that  is  good,  brave,  generous,  hand- 
some! But  I  would  not  wittingly  tell  over  » 
daughter's  dowry  to  the  son  of  a  slave ;  and  neve^,- 
were  he  thrice  ennobled,  and  willing  to  aecept 
her  dowerless,  would  I  bestow  the  hand  of  wj 
Marysia  on  one  within  whose  poUnted  veina 
rankles  the  filthy  pcnson  of  the  Plica  !*** 

''  And  upon  this  declaration  yon  were  obedicBt, 
and  gave  up  your  lover  ?^  inquired  the  pivtty 

Dzidzilia  bending  her  eager  eyes  upon  those  of 
the  vtterable  sybil. 

'*  No  r  replied  Maruchna  in  a  few  hoarse 
voice.  **  I  was  overbold  in  defying  Ae  vengeance 
of  God.  For  the  following  year,  having  lost  my 
kind  father,  instead  of  maridi^  donble  revereaoa 
to  die  words  of  his  lips  when  those  lips  were  coMf 
in  die  grave,  I  turned  aside  fimn  the  desakle 
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htate  where  I  vas  now  on  orphan,  and  liecBme 
the  wife  of  Pawel  f— 

"But  you  were  happy,  dearest  MamehnaT" 
erkd  Dzidzilia,  her  feelings  deeply  interest^  by 
B  tel«  of  loire  and  wilful  wedlock. — 

**  Happy  ?"— reiterated  the  old  woman  ^itk 
fervour.  *•  Why  is  there  no  hrighter  woi-d  in  the 
nkmth^  of  men,  lo  designate  the  joy  of  those 
wIms  loving  long  and  kog  estranged,  are  a( 
l«Bgth  united  for  eternity  in  the  blessed  marriage 
hoBd  ?-^Every  thing  was  rapture  around  us  !r— The 
ddesy  the  earth,  the  very  household  duties  which 
daewhere  had  seemed  irksome,  were  a  delight 
when  ministered  to  the  service  of- my  husband. 
Happy? — What  could  surpass  the  happiness  of 
beii^  his;  of  finding  him  ever  near  me, — with 
love  upon  his  lips  and  transport  in  his  eyes  7 
--'-Yet  something  did  surpass  it ; — for  soon  I  was 
ftited  to  hold  a  babe  of  PaweFs  within  my  arms, 
my  hnsband's  very  self  in  smile  and  features ; — 
and  while  listening  to  his  sportive  declaration 
that  it  resembled  only  me,  to  bend  my  ear  to  the 
giwatle  murmurings  of  the  fondled  one; — laint, 
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fcwr,  plaintiye,  loye-sdrring ! — Happy? — All- 
righteoos  God,— what  earthly  happiness  eould 
ottt-measure  mine?" 

Dzidzilia  now  dnx>ped  her  gentle  head  <«  the 
boeom  of  the  nurse.  She  wished  that  Mamchna 
might  not  see  her  weeping  at  the  touching  ImU- 
nesB  of  such  a  picture. 

**  The  aged  father  of  my  husband  died,  ere 
I  again  became  a  mother^"  said  Maruchna,  labour* 
ing  to  assume  a  cakner  demeanour.    *'  And  noiw, 
we  were  rich  indeed.    The  old  man  had  a  lease 
of  especial  favour  from  Prince  Sapieha,  of  the 
forest  of  Szczothy  with  its  beaver-dams  and  rights 
of  manorage;    even   where  the    weepiog    pine 
abounds,  and  the  largest  and  clearest  masses  of 
Lithuanian  amber  are  dug  up  from  the  sand* 
Our  commerce  prospered,  we  had  a  dwelling  in 
the  wild  &st  by  the  river  side,  with  a  hamlet  as 
of  our  own  around  us.    Every  thing  was  within 
those  walls  that  could  make  glad  the  heart  of 
man.     Pawel  was    cheerful,  laborious,  forbeai^ 
ing  ;  our  hirelings  duteous,— our  trade  diriving, — 

ft 

our  babes— {there  were  three,  now  rolling  oo  the 
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moss  beside  our  foregt  door),  our  babes  beauteous 
as  the  imaged  cherubim  of  Heaven  ! — ^All  three 
were  alike  fair,  alike  gracious ; — but  it  was  the 
qport  of  Pawel  to  excite  my  mother's  wrath  by 
accusing  me  of  partial  favour  towards  the  second, 
— my  little  J6zia; — ^with  her  plaintive  voice  as 
of  the  calling  quail, — her  curls  of  golden  brown 
floating  over  her  graceiul  shoulders, — and  her 
mild  blue  eyes  that  beamed  as  with  the  emanat- 
ii^  spirit  of  God  ! — A  moment !  " — ^faltered  the 
^ged  woman,  pressing  her  hands  upon  her  breast. 
**  I  must  gather  breath  to  speak  of  all  this.** 

**  Let  me  forestal  the  relation,  dearest  Maruch- 
ua !"  cried  her  nursling,  willing  to  spare  her  the 
pang  of  further  explanation.  **The  Almighty 
who  dealt  forth  of  old  his  judgments  upon  the 
patriarch  whose  flocks  were  fairest  and  whose 
offspring  loveliest,  smote  you  also  with  the  chas* 
tening  of  his  hand ! — I  see  it  all." 

*'No! — none  can  see  it  as  I  saw  itT  faltered' 
the  nurse.    **  None  can  see,  with  the  agony  of  my 
own  watching,  the  change  that  came  over  the  fair 
fiioe  of  my  cherished  one !  The  burning  forehead. 


dhe  pdGd  d»As,  the  blackened  CpB.— *Tb  tiie 
recef  cried  nj  imiiMtiiiiete  Pettd  vlien  lie 
keeid  tike  wiecl  Taioe  of  hie  diQd  erymg  aloud 
«e  §ar  aid  aad  enothiiig.  And  I  wonld 
bdieve  h — and  in  my  hwror,  I  earsed  lum 
lar  At  wofA  I — And  erea  when  those  biighl  hfown 
carls  grear  dim  and  dammy,  and  hm^  together 
and  dang  together,  I  woaUnotownitwrnsdiseaie 
dial  matted  them  in  Inghlful  oitangleaient ;  bat 
imoothed  them,  and  smoothed  them,  as  was  my 
wont ;  and  kissed  the  pale  chedss  of  the  sufferer, 
aad  said  die  woold  he  better  anon. — ^At  kngdi, 
maddened  with  the  agony  of  watching  the  dishe- 
Telmcnt  of  those  lovely  locks,  I  shore  them  ckeely 
«ff^  and  ftm^ them  upon  the  blazing  logs! — Dsid- 
alia^  Acre  was  blood  upon  the  steel  as  I  laid  it 
aside. — ^Dndiilia ! — ^within  a  week  from  diat  act 
of  rashness,  my  gradons babe  was  in  her  grave! — 
And  for  one  bitter  momoit  I  was  glad  whoi  the 
earth  dosed  over  the  loathsomeness  of  my  fondling! 
Bat  soon,  very  soon,  I  wooM  have  aprooted  the 
sod  to  gaze  apon  her  dis%ared  foee,  and  presi 
to  mr  lips,— to  mv  heart  of  hearts,— «11  that  re> 
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inained  of  her  I  loved  with   each   overweening 
tendemesB!-* 

"Then  remembered  I  my  fitther's  curse! — For  I 
knew  th&t  the  fatal  infection  must  be  in  the  veins 
t>f  my  surviving  children, — of  my  Pawel  himself, 
w-ttod  that  a  destiny  was  upon  our  little  household. 
I  dared  no  longer  lift  my  eyes  upon  them,  lest  I 
should  descry  the  fatal  sign  upon  their  brows.— t 
dared  not  wander  forth  with  them  into  the  sun- 
shine, lest  peradventure  its  fervours  might  stimu- 
late the  latent  poison.  If  the  rain  rained,  I 
dreaded  its  humid  exhalations; — if  the  wind 
blew,  I  closed  up  with  moss  every  cranny  of  our 
dwelling.  I  could  not  sleep  by  night  for  creeping 
to  the  cradle  of  my  boys  and  feeling  that  their 
little  hands  lay  calm  and  feverless  on  the  cover- 
lid. I  could  not  rest  by  day,  for  stealing  oat  to 
the  cottages  of  the  peasants,  and  questioning  them 
of  their  own  experience,  and  of  the  signs  and 
qrmptoms  of  the  malady :  till  the  thought  of  the 
new  formed  nail, — and  new  springing  hair, — ^and 
scarified  flesh,  became  as  tokens  of  horror  to  my 
mind! — I  saw  them  before  me  when  I  waked; 
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file  paltid  chedLS,  the  blackened  Fips.-^ 
Plica!'  cried  my  unfortunate  Pa^i  ^'^ 
he&rd  the  sweet  voice  of  his  child  erf 
tiipoa  us  for  aid  and  soothing.  Aii4 
mot  believe  it — and  in  my  horror,  I  C  ^  > 
lot  tibe  word! — ^And  even  when  those  ht  ^  :^ 
eurls  grew  dim  and  clammy,  and  hoi 
and  clung  together,  I  would  not  own  it  ^  r 
that  matted  them  in  frightful  entaugl^  '^  :  : 
smoothed  them,  and  smoothed  them,'  ~  i.-:;:^ 
wont ;  and  kissed  the  pale  cheeks  rf  ^  ^-r 
and  said  she  would  he  better  anon.»-  '.e  .^ 
maddened  with  the  agony  of  watchit  "~  j-  ^^^ 
velment  of  those  lovely  locks,  I  shore  '^  ♦  ^  ^ 
off,  and  flung  them  upon  the  blazing  '^  -  «^^. 
zilia,  there  was  blood  upon  the  siee  ^  j^  ^  ^ 
aside.— Diddzilia !— within  a  week  "-^^  , 
of  rashness,  my  gracious  babe  was  is  <-  /^^  ^ 
And  for  one  bitter  moment  I  was  g  <ii: .  ^^^^ 
earth  closed  over  the  loathsomeness  0  ^  cr  ^ 
But  soon,  very  soon,  I  would  hav4  "^  '*uf  j^  ^  ' 
sod  to  gaze  upon  her  disfigured  #  **  'f^Jifri,  .  ^ 
to  my  lips,— to  my  heart  of  hearts  ii^  ^  ^  *^>,- 


tefcgie  me  when 


I  MHBfii  of  tlieaft  m  anr  dreuns  bj  night  T 

d,  and  gaaed  UMjiiinngly  into 

«f  Mtradina;  wbo,  withoat  notiee  of 

specdOr  ifWMwd       ''My  tefron^ 

MX  pranstnre.    Both  sirkiairf — 

!    Pmvd  ,tbe  gsy-heorted  one  who  so 

rtfed  his  fiuher) — perishod  fint, — in 

ai«:vi^ — Fnndsidc,  ihe  litde 

bom,  of  daw  and  gradnal  wmt- 

if  f^r->g  Ibr  die  plai  mates  who 

Wm«.     rxrte  Ubes!     Dndzilia    Bi 

ins^  h>TdT,  kmng  babes» — all 
a  heut   overflowing  with  modicr^ 
k««^  «»  he   thmsi  into  darkness  henrath   onr 
^uf! — I  was  kfKleas! — I  daied  not  apeak 
)»  anr  hn^Mmd,  kst  he  shonld  hold 
or  imhcbe  injarioos  alann  on  hit 
^wJiLZ — 1  dared  not  *™*fl*^^  I  dared 


p.    I  coK^  only  pny,— pray,— pr^;— 


Aat  the 
dhr  wiloerwBs  wenU  leMli  the  pitying  car  of  the 
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'*  Bat  that  merciless  ear  was  closed  against  my 
entreating;  and  the  hand  of  the  avenger  was 
against  me.  The  worst  was  yet  to  come ! — Pawel, 
conscious  of  the  fate  that  waited  him  and  dread- 
ing the  contagion  his  touch  might  convey,  now 
tarried  hour  after  hour,  day  after  day,  from  the 
desolate  dwelling  of  his  wife ; — he  would  no  longer 
hold  my  hand  in  his; — ^he  would  not  even  press  his 
arm  around  me  when  we  wept  together  upon  the 
grave  of  our  children ! — He  shuddered  whenever  I 
approached  him ;  and  oh  !  what  glaring  looks  of 
tenderness  and  horror  contended  in  his  eyes,  when 
he  fixed  them  upon  me  as  the  first  pains  of  the 
pestilence  assailed  him;. —  the  heavy  brow,  the 
burning  hand,  the  bewildered  brain !  — Yes !  — 
dearest,  yes  ! — ^with  him  the  Plica  took  its  dead- 
liest shape ;  and  the  bowlings  of  a  lunatic  were 
soon  heard  in  our  happy  dwelling.  Two  years 
did  I  watch  by  him ; — even  when  the  gyves  were 

upon  him,  -^  and but  why  should  I  thus 

agonize  your  gentle  nature? — He,  too,  died; — 
and  dying  heirless,  the  laws  of  the  land  awaitled 
to  the  lord  of  the  soil  all  that  the  industry  of  his 
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bondsmen  had  amaaeed.  A  desolate  widow,  I 
was  turned  forth  into  the  world.  A  distant 
kinsman  at  Rosienie  affi>rded  me  a  refuge; — 
and  it  was  there,,  sweet,  I  became  the  hireling 
of  your  grandsire,  and  took  the  new-bom  Jak6b 
tenderly  into  my  arms,  as  a  remembrancer  of  the 
precious  ones  that  had  been  wrested  firom  them.** 

**  One  word,  Maruchna !"  fSeiindy  ^aculated 
Dzidzilia  Bremglicz,  without  venturing  to  raise 
her  face  from  the  bosom  of  the  nurse.  **  On  Lud- 
wyk^s  hands  the  nails  are  springing  newly  ;^-oii 
Ludwyk's  head  the  locks  are  of  recent  growth ; 
—on  Ludwyk's  cheek  there  is  a  wide  and  fearful 
scar *' 

"  My  poor  child ! "  replied  her  monitcess, 
"  your  fears  forestal  my  warning. — Tis  even  as 
you  dread.  —  The  young  stranger  has  been,  and 
will  be  again,  a  victim  to  the  loathsome  Plica.  A 
fearful  infection  already  riots  in  the  veins  of 
him  you  love!*' 


CHAPTER    IV. 


At  length  his  lonelj  <knn  appears  in  TieWy 

Beneath  the  shelter  of  an  aged  tree; 

The  expecUnt  wee  things  toddling,  stalking  thro' 

To  meet  their  dad,  wV  flichterin'  noise  an'  glee; 

His  wee  bit  ingle,  blinkin'  bonnily. 

His  clean  hearth-stane,  his  tbriftie  wifie's  smile, 

Make  him  foiget  his  travel  and  his  toil. 

BvRifi. 


Mbanwhile  a  scene  of  yery  different  import  was 
paAsing  in  the  farm.  Instead  of  fording  the  brook 
where  his  girl  and  boy  were  watching  for  him„ 
while  the  light-hearted  Ludwyk  busied  himself  in 
snaring  cray-fish  as  a  tribute  to  the  well-knowi^ 
predilections  of  Aunt  Anulka,  Jak6b  had  takei^ 
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the  path  to  Zwieta  which  led  him  longest  throagh 
its  thriving  pastures.  Even  whOe  his  daugbfter 
wept  beneath  the  lime  tree  of  the  Ueaehing- 
gronnd,  he  dismounted  from  his  horse  at  the 
gate ; — and,  surprising  his  good  housewife  in  the 
busiest  of  her  labours,  clasped  her  heartflj  in  his 
arms  and  saluted  her  on  either  cheek. 

'*!  need  not  ask  if  all  be  well/*  cried  he, 
daspiog  his  worthy  Jaknbowa  by  the  hand. 
*^  Those  happy  looks  are  as  good  as  a  gaiette  of 
the  doings  of  Zwieta.  I  read  them  at  a  glance. 
My  boy  and  girls  are  well, — ^my  sister  is  well :— * 
the  knaves  are  diligent, —  the  crops  thriving,-^ 
the  bees  prospering, — and  my  furmenty  brewing 
on  the  stove." 

**  All,  all,  and  more  !*'  cried  the  comely  Jakn* 
bowa,  flinging  aside  her  apron  of  service,  and 
smoothing  back  her  flaxen  tresses,  while  sha 
smiled  archly  into  her  husband  s  fece.  *^  We  have 
a  stranger  among  us,  Jak6b;  -a  likely  youth,  who 

at  our  first  meeting  won  to  my  very  heart  to  wel* 
come  him  to  the  farm,  by  slaying  the  largest  wood- 
snake  ever  seen  at  Zwieta,  (its  skin  hangs  in  the 
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!)    upon   wbich  the    disobedient  urchin 
Janek  had  incautiously  set  his  foot." 

**  That  was  a  thing  of  no  good  omen  !'*  said 
the  fi&rmer,  gravely.  ^^  But  how  call  you  the 
youth, — and  whence  comes  he, — and  what  does 
he^in  Samogitia?" 

"  He  is  named  Ludwyk,"  replied  Jakubowa^ 
smiling  still  more  archly  than  before;  "  and  unless 
I  am  much  mistaken  we  shall  one  day  have  to 
caii  him — son-in-law  !" — 

'  "  Aha!"  — cried  Jak6b,  still  more  gravely.  "  I 
hope  that  notion  has  not  gained  ground  in  the 
family? — Dridzilia  is  a  mere  child;  and  unfit 
to  go  forth  from  her  mother  seye." 

"  And  what  was  her  mother,  think  you,  when 
she  went  forth  from  the  roof  of  her  parents,  to 
become  wife  to  Jak6b  Bremglicz? — A  year  and 
four  months  younger, — if  there  be  truth  in  the 

world !" 

^     "  Nevertheless,    my   Joozfa  displayed   such 

early  sageness  and  discretion." 

"  Not  more  so  than  our  own  good  girl !" 

VOL.  III.  ^ 
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^*  /  then,  at  least,  erinced  such  steady  pru- 
dence, and  skill  of  culture-craft,  and ** 

"  Not  more  so,  I  warrant  him,  than  our  gal- 
lant Ludwyk!" 

"Well, — ^well, — give  not  too  rapid  credence 
to  the  merits  of  a  stranger.  Every  new  Solo- 
ducha  kettle  has  a  gloss  of  its  own  that  wears 
off  after  nearer  service.  We  must  know  more 
of  a  lad  than  that  he  can  bruise  the  head  of 
a  wood-snake,  ere  we  give  him  our  daughter. 
And  now,  my  woman,  a  cup  of  Anulka's  balmy 
Wisniak,  for  I  thirst  after  my  sultry  ride;  and 

must  take  a  passing  peep  at  the  Pszczolamia, — 
stable  and  granary, — pen,  sty,  and  cote, — ere  we 
settle  down  for  our  evening  love-meal,  to  hear 
and  say  all  that  has  been  said  and  done  since 
last  we  parted." 

And  having  summoned  the  kind  sister  to 
bear  her  share  in  the  joy  of  his  return,  and 
taking  from  her  hands  a  sparkling  goblet  of 
Wisniak,  or  wild-cherry  mead,  perfuming  the 
chamber  like  the  blossoms  of  the  heliotrope, 
Jak6b  made  his  way  to  the  oj£ces  to  confer  with 


i 
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Grzegorz,  touching  heifers  added  to  his  herds, 
and  lamhs  sold  from  his  flocks,  and  yeanling 
calves,    and    tenders    from    the    Jewish    wool- 
staplers  of  Rosienie  for  the  fleeces  of  his  last 
shearing.    But  although  a  man  of  humane  and 
patient  nature,  it  moved  him  almost  to  irritation 
that  every  reply  elicited  by  his  interrogations,  was 
connected  remotely  or  immediately  with  the  name 
of  the   young   stranger.      Master  Ludwyk  had 
counselled  this, — Master  Ludwyk  had  counselled 
that;  and,  above  all    Master  Ludwyk  had  deli- 
vered certain  criticisms  upon  the  ill-economy  of 
the  Pasieka, — poor  Jak6b's  pet  department  in  his 
&rm  of  Zwieta. 

^*  I  was  about  to  ask  the  good  master's  per- 
mission," insinuated  Grzegorz,  with  whom  Lud- 
wyk was  a  first  favourite  and  unimpugnable 
authority, — "  to  root  away  the  unprofitable  hedge 
of  roses  with  which  the  Bee  Garden  is  fenced ; 
and  substitute  in  its  stead  an  espalier  of  goose- 
berry bushes.  There  is  stock  of  gooseberry  plants 
to  be  begged  or  bought  at  the  physic  garden  of 
Rosienie;   and  Master  Ludwyk  protests   that  a 

o  2 
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daniadk  rose,  however  sweet  of  perfume*  holds 
it8  honey  too  deeply  guarded  from  the  seeking  of 
the  bees ; — ^whereas — 'tis  plain  as  the  hand  of  my 
body, — that  the  flower  of  the  gooseberry, — ^the 
earliest  of  the  spring,  yields '* 

**  Boh !  —  Away  with  these  fancies  of  book- 
makers!" cried  the  fanner.  **  Have  I  coined 
money,  as  it  were,  for  twenty  years  past  from 
my  Pszczolarnia,  to  be  lessoned  in  my  old  age 
by  a  meddlings  ignorant  boy  ? — This  Ludwyk  may 
be  a  clever  lad;  but  let  him  exercise  his  wits 
elsewhere  than  in  the  homestead  of  Zwieta !" — 

A  cloud  upon  the  brow  of  Jakob  was  a  thing 
as  ti'ansitory  as  the  snow-flake  which  for  a  moment 
chills  the  bright  and  leaping  waters  of  some  glad- 
some stream.  The  round  of  the  farm,  where  all 
was  in  neatest  trim  and  happiest  progress,  restored 
him  to  his  usual  complacency.  And  when  he 
had  been  seated  for  ten  minutes  on  his  favourite 
bench  beside  the  bee-house,  and  made  his  usual 
signals,  and  found  his  winged  favourites,  slowly 
recognizing  their  master,  desert  the  beds  of  cen- 
taury,  savoury,  and  lemon^thyme,  to  settle  upon 
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the  sleeve  of  his  zupan,  there  was  not  in  the 
whole  province  of  Samogitia  a  more  contented 
man  than  Bremglicz,  the  bee-farmer.  Even  when, 
on  his  return  to  the  farm,  Janek  and  Benisia, 
clinging  to  his  knees,  reproached  him  amid  all 
their  kisses  for  having  abandoned  the  ford-road, 
and  he  beheld  the  tall,  easy,  smiling  stranger  who 
had  borne  them  company  standing  familiarly  by 
bis  hearthstone,  his  anger  was  so  far  from  re- 
gaining  ascendancy  in  his  mind,  that  he  extended 
both  hands  towards  the  invader  of  the  Pasieka, 
with  the  habitual  hospitality  of  a  Zmujdzin.  They 
looked  steadily  each  in  the  other's  face,  for  a 
minute's  space,  and  the  recognizance  was  mutu- 
ally satisfactory.  The  fine,  open,  guileless,  manly 
face  of  the  farmer  bespoke  the  confidence  of  his 
guest;  the  noble  brow,  and  finely  expressive 
mouth  of  the  stranger  overthrew  all  the  growing 
prejudices  of  Jak6b  Bremglicz. 

"Where  is  my  girl,  — and  where  my  good 
Marysia,"  cried  he,  relinquishing  the  young 
man's  hand,  as  his  family  circle  gathered  busily 
ro  und  them.      But  though  Ludwyk  would  fain 
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have  reiterated  the  inquiry  of—"  Where  is  my 
Dzidzilia?"— he  was  discreet  enough  to  draw 
aside,  that  he  might  not  overhear  Ae  reply  of  the 
partial  mother,  whose  frank-heartedness  on  the 
matter  of  his  unacknowledged  affecti<m  for  her 
daughter,  had  already  brought  him,  more  thaa 
once,  to  shame. 

"  The  girl  hangs  back  !  *'  whispered  Jabi- 
bowa  laying  her  soft  round  hand  on  her  hat- 
band's shoulder ;  '*  fearing,  perhaps,  that  the 
heightened  bloom  upon  her  cheek  and  the 
brightened  glance  within  her  eyes  would  reteal 
her  secret  to  her  father.'* 

But  at  that  moment  the  door  of  the  rsmtr 
chamber  opened ;  and  Dzidzilia,  affecting  to  up- 
hold the  tottering  steps  of  the  nurse,  but  in  ntXitj 
leaning  heavily  on  the  old  woman  for  support, 
advanced  towards  her  fether. — 

"  How  is  this?-  whispered  Jak6b  drawing 
his  wife  aade.  "  Talk  you  of  colour  heightaied 
or  of  glances  brightened?  —  I  see  nothing  but 
a  forced  and  ghastly  smile  upon  her  sweet  bee; 
—  and  her  braided  hair,  howbeit  as  lint-white 
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as  your  own,  shows  dark  beside  the  whiteness 
of  her  cheeks ! " — 

^*  Mere  maiden  fear ! "  replied  Jakubowa, 
loo  happy  and  too  innocent  for  idle  apprehensions 
of  eyil.  ^'  The  girl  is  fearful  that  the  father 
she  loves  may  think  lightly  of  the  lover  she  loves. 
— ^Tut,  Jakob,  man!  —  is  it  so  long  since  you 
were  yourself  a  suitor,  that  you  forget  the  flitting 
of  these  gossamer  clouds  ? — ^Tut,  Jak6b !  Pledge 
the  poor  lad  in  a  draught  of  hydromel ;  —  and 
you  will  bring  a  blush  to  the  cheek  of  your 
child  as  bright  and  deep  as  ever  you  brought 
to  the  cheeks  of  her  mother." 

And  tapping  him  fondly  on  the  shoulder,  the 
good  wife  went  forth  to  preside  over  the  final 
seasoning  of  the  furmenty,  and  aid  sister  Anul- 
ka  in  the  serving  and  disposing  of  the  festal 
supper-table. 


CHAPTER  V. 


La  foU,  0  lonno,  e  I'oaiioae  prane 
Hanno  del  mondo  ogni  rixth  sbaiidite(?) 


The  toils  of  the  day  were  over.  Every  Kmiec 
of  Zwieta,  rejoicing  in  the  return  of  hifl  master, 
had  appeared  on  the  threshold  of  the  door  to 
speak  a  heartfelt  salutation,  and  win  a  word 
oi^  kindness  in  return.  The  huge  watch-dogs 
of  the  Pasieka  were  dozing  hy  the  kitchen  fire 
till  tfie  hour  of  human  rest  should  render  their 
vigilance  availing.  The  murmur  of  the  Bee- 
'  garden  was  at  rest ;  and  a  heavy  dew,  steeping 
the   downy  leaves   of  the    lavender,    roeemaiy 
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and  spikenard  bashes,  refreshed  the  beds  of 
thyme  and  basil  for  their  mellifluous  incense 
of  the  morrow.  The  casements  of  the  chamber 
wherein  sat  the  family  of  Jak6b  Bremglicz  at 
their  innocent  reveU,  were  thrown  open  that 
the  mioon  might  smile  in  upon  their  sports,  and 
the  fragrance  of  the  limes,  honeysuckles,  and 
herbs  of  the  Bee-Garden  perfume  their  humble 
feast. — ' 

*«  And  you  have  simply  and  surely  brought 
us  nought  from  Wilna  ?"  — cried  little  Janek, 
nestling  closer  to  his  father's  chair;  when,  the 
bowl  of  furmenty  and  other  substantial  dishes  being 
removed,  a  huge  platter  of  wood-strawberries,  yel- 
low-tinged and  musky,  was  set  upon  the  cloth 
of  Zwieta-spun  damask. — 

"  Wait,  boy, — wait  patiently  till  the  moAthly 

wa^on  reaches  Rosienie,"  cried  his  father  t  **  and 
you  shall  see  horn-books,  primers,  grammars 
and  what  not;  and  a  mighty  rod  withal,  for 
Aunt  Anulka  to  uphold  their  instructions.'* — 

**  We  know  better,  father, — ^we  know  better !" 
cried  both  children  at  once.     *'  So  do  you  ever 

o  o 
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mock  us! — You  have  at  this  mom^it  a  tniTeV 
token  for  each  of  us  in  your  pocket  T — 

And  after  a  moment's  dallying  with  their 
curiosity,  Jak&b  was  persuaded  to  draw  fbrA 
from  his  vest  an  etui  of  implements  of  hobse- 
wifery,  bearing  on  its  silver  lid  the  initiala  of 
his  wife ;  —  a  newly  published  compeDdium  of 
domestic  economy,  a  tribute  for  Analka;  —  a 
chaplet  of  Swedish  coral,  from  the  blessed  shrine 
of  Czenstochowa,  for  old  Marysia ; — and  for  his 
pretty  Dzidzilia,  a  rich  forehead«plating  with 
its  chain  of  pearls  and  gold. 

'^It  might  fit  a  bride !"  whispered  Jakubowa, 
smiling  as  she  appended  the  costly  gift  to  the 
fair  brow  of  her  child, — "  courage,  sweetest !  and 
it  will  grace  one  yet  !'* — 

'*  And  what  for  tfs,  fother, — and  what  for  au  T 
cried  the  disappointed  children. 

*'  You  promised  me  a  box  of  dominoSy"  cried 
Janek. 

"  And  me  an  ebony  spindle,  and — '• — " 

"Peace,  —  peace,  —  peace!'*   cried  Jak6b  in 
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pretended  anger.  "  Think  you  I  ride  backward 
and  forward  between  Zwieta  and  the  lint-market 
of  Wilna,  for  no  better  purpose  than  to  make 
myself  pedlar  and  packman  to  a  tribe  of  craving 
brats? — Go  to!  I  have  brought  you  that  which 
is  lighter  of  porterage." 

"  What — what?"  exclaimed  the  eager  boy. 

"  A  tale,  by  word  of  mouth. " 

"A  tale?" — reiterated  the  disappointed   Be- 

nisia.  "  Aunt  Anulka  will  spin  us  tales  from 
now  to  Hallowmas,  without  travelling  to  Wilna 
in  search  of  them." 

'^  Since  we  can  have  nought  else,"  interrupted 
Janek,  "  let  us  rest  content  with  that.  My 
iather  is  not  apt  to  be  a  teller  of  tales :  his  story 
should  needs  be  something  uncommon." 

''Tis  some  whim- wham  of  new  forms  of 
husbandry,"  said  Aunt  Anulka,  contemptuously. 

"No!" 

"  Tis  some  harangue  upon  the  fashions  in- 
tlroduced  at  Wilna  by  the  new  governor  and  his 
lady,"  cried  Jakubowa. 

*•  Wrong,  again !" 


**  Tb  &  tale  <^  knighte  and  gumfiir  Mii  di€ 


fcoy. 

*'  Tis  a  tale  0f  saiiitg  and  angdif*  added  the 

little  girl. 

"  T»  a  legmi  of  die  faonaehoU  gods !"  mmtr 
lured  Mamctma. 

'"^  If  a  1  "  replied  Jak&b,  dmeklii^  aa  he 
jnarked  the  eagerneaa  his  mysterj  had  created. 
''To  all  and  each,— no/— Tb  a  tale  thai  iUaa- 
tfates  the  borfaariiy  of  oar  enemies  of  the  Wolga ; 
— and  doeshononr  td  Polanders  and  Poland  T — 

"  Let  UB  hear  it ; — speak — ^qyeafc-^apedL ! " — 
eiitd  the  iroicea  of  all  present. 

'*  First  let  me  put  about  tlie  flMk  toamids 
my  fiiend  and  guest!"  eried  Jak61i»  giaaeiaif  to- 
wards Ludwykt  yifhoBe  ejm  w^e  fixed  in  sym* 
palhy  and  alarm  upon  the  pale  and  bewildeied 
fate  of  his  Dzidzilia;  —  who  sat  betwean  M** 
nichna  and  her  aunt,  shrinking  firom  endnranee 
,oi  her  trial  in  presence  of  one  whom  she  loved 
SQ  well,  and  had  so  stoutly,  promiflod  te  foigytl-^ 

''Drink,  Ludwyk!"  cried  the  Dnemweft. 
y  Health  and  happiness  to  your  lady-loTO !  ** 
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And  the  yoong  oiaa  meehftnic^iilljr  mUmi  iiu» 
glaM  to  his  lip0 ;  hu  whole  soul  engnmmtd  \py  llii^ 
sudden  change  of  Dzidzilia't  anpect  fttul  dif- 
meanoar.  She  might  be  ill ; — but  why  eren  ifi 
iUness  duu  cold  and  eareleM  toward*  him  J 

'*And  now  then,  fether!'*  exclaimed  thr 
^iUren,  drawing  towards  fai«  kneei;  in  thit 
hope  diat  his  tale  would  contain  at  least  a  bloody 
battle  if  not  a  mnrder  cr  a  ghost. 

^*  All  ready  ?  ** — ^inquired  the  former,  looking 
roond,  and  perceiving  the  Pasiecznik  and  one  or 
two  of  his  domestic  serfs  loitering  ai^iout  the  door* 
*'In!   Grzegorz, — in  all   of  yoa,  and   listen; 

'  <-^or  there  is  profit,  if  not  pleasure,  in  the  story 
I  vm  about  to  narrate.-^ 

**  You  may  remember,  Jakubowa  I ''  oontimied 
he,  turning  with  affectionate  deference  towards  his 
wife  as  he  spoke,  <'  that  on  my  last  visit  to  Wilnt, 
there  had  been  a  rising  among  the  people  against 

-  dieir  Russian  masters, — a  struggle  of  some  dozen 
weeka  betwixt  the  peasants  and  the  soldiery; 
ceding,  as  such  struggles  mostly  do,  in  double 
injury  to  the  injured,  and  double  ascendancy  to 
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tli^  ateendtt&t.  A  single  f^imeni  took  pwt  widi 
the  insai^ents: — a  brave  one,  and  a  winner  of 
high  renown  in  the  fatal  field  of  Raasfn ;  hnt  so 
hr  ragh  and  wrong  in  the  presort  quarrel,  Aat 
it  broke  an  oath  of  feal^,  and  idly  dared  the 
▼engeanee  of  an  oppressor.  At  that  period  I 
qintted  Wilna  as  hastily  as  my  merchantiy  would 
permit;  for  I  was  loath  to  witness  the  chastiB^ 
ment  of  those  in  whose  canse  my  heart  was 
warm ;  and  even  accelerated  my  journey  lest  I 
shonld  be  dweller  in  a  city  where  Christian  blood 

was  outpouring,  and  the  retribution  of  a  jealous 
Ood  wantonly  evoked.*' 

"I  do  remember  father T  interrupted  the 
young  heir  of  Zwieta,  "  that  you  chid  me  for 
questioning  you  of  the  executions,  and  the  knout- 
is^,  and  the  banishments  into  Siberia ;  and  bade 
me  consider  with  other  eyes  than  those  of  a  gap- 
ing wonderer,  the  sufierings  of  men  who  sufilsred 
in  the  cause. of  their  country.** 

'^  A  good  lad, — a  good  lad, — to  keep  a  year's 
mindfulness  of  his  father's  lesson  !**  ejaculated  the 
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bod  mother  heaping  a  pile  of  hautbbifl  on  I^ 
plate. 

'^But  although  the  insurrection  was  after  a 
sort  suppressed,  and  though  the  students,  and 
burghers,  and  others  implicated  in  the  ouVr 
break,  were  in  the  safe  keeping  of  the  dungeon* 
of  their  Muscovite  masters,  this  one  regiment 
still  held  out ;  and,  better  skilled  than  the  hmtr 
hnpig  Kozacks  in  the  mires  mosses  and  morasses 
of  the  country,  still  kept  at  bay  the  Russian 
troops: — dodged  them  from  forest  to  marsh, — : 
from  marsh  to  dyke-drain; — and  reduced  them  at 
length  to  insulting  disadyantage.  The  peasants 
of  the  country,  favouring  their  dispositions,  pro- 
vided forage  and  provisionment.  No  need  of 
commissariat,  no  need  of  farrier ; — ^horses,  rations, 
and  even  clothing  were  thrust  upon  their  accept- 
ance.   The  women  stitched  for  them, — the  men 

> 

slaved  for  them ; — the  hands  and  hearts  of  the 
people  were  with  their  banner  !*' 

"Brave  hearts! — true  hands!" — cried  the 
boy,  clapping  his  hands  with  enthusiasm.  And 
Jak6b  pushing  the  flask  again  towards  Ludwyk 
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{hedged  Iiim  a  health  to  the  heroun  of  the  he^ 
of  the  fiEunily. 

*'  This  uniyersal  zeal  aiid  sympathy  did  bet, 

as  you  may  think,  stir  up  fhe  bkdL  and  biilsr 

blood  of  the  vindietiTe  Russians. — ^Wherever  tiif 
came,  there  were  curses,  and  pleas  of  drought 
dearth  and  fiamune  against  all  largesse  of  ooiitn- 
botion.  And  when  at  length  the  snows  of  winter 
set  in,  and  the  soldiers  were  kept  out  in  canton- 
ments, in  chase  of  the  rebels,  they  swore  a  deadly 
vow  that  they  wonld  celebrate  with  libations  of 
blood  the  day  of  their  eventual  triumph ! — StiU 
the  patriots  defied  their  menaces,  and  still  the 
peasantry  supported  the  resistance  of  the  patriots.** 

Jak6b  Bremglicz  was  now  waxing  angry  that, 
in  the  midst  of  all  the  enthusiastic  ejaculations  of 
his  ^unily  and  household,  Ludwyk  the  stranger 
rstnained  so  cddly  silent.  *'  The  lad  is  pondering 
npon  his  love."  thought  the  Drierzawca — *^  Never- 
theless it  were  better  that  his  country  kq»t  the 
uppermost  place.'* 

"  And  these  brave  men,— do  they  stiH  resist  V 
inquired  Aunt  Anulka;  wondermg  whether  ite 
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coold  by  any  meana  oontriye  to  detpntch  uniril^illft 
and  Yolneraries  to  the  wounded. 

•^  No,  sister, — ^the  Almighty  for  hia  own  h^hhI 
purpose  willed  their  defeat!"  rt^pliiM)  Hit^n)|tHc«« 
**  Cnt  off  from  their  supplies, — exhnuHtM)  hy  prU 
ration, — ^wearied  by  watchfulness,--  fht^rti  cmnt*  nt 
lei^th  a  desperate  skirmish,  when  tha  cry  R>r 
qaarter  was  raised  in  vain ;  and  a  scuttort'd  rnu* 
nant  of  the  gallant  squadron  i*eniaium(  rnptivt^  In 
the  hands  of  the  Philistines.*' 

"  Alas,  alas !"— moaned  the  littlo  cirolo  round 
the  table  of  Jak6b  Bremglicz ;  and  ftwu  a  diw- 
tanee  the  peasants  echoed  that  melancholy  cry, 

"  Among  these,  was  the  Colonel  of  tho  rep- 
ment,**  continued  Jak6b.  "  A  gray-hnirod  nmn 
who  had  fought  with  Dombrowski ;  on  whose  breast 
was  the  badge  of  honour, — on  whose  brow  a  still 
more  honourable  sabre-scar.  And  they  doomed 
him  to  die  like  a  dog ! — In  the  after  calm  of  vic- 
tory, wiien  the  strife  was  done  and  its  bloody 
record  wiped  from  their  savage  hands,  the  Mus* 
eovites  brought  him  forth,  (handbound  and  foot- 
bound,  lest  single-handed  the  valour  of  a  Polander 
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should  prove  too  much  for  their  craven  eouls), 
to  be  piked  and  mangled  by  their  mnrderooi 

bayonets  !**• 

A  deep  groan  burst  forth  on  all  sides  round 
the  narrator. 

"  Now  the  scene  of  this  vile  exploit,**  resomed 
Bremglicz,  with  kindling  eyes,  ^^was  most  aaspi* 
ciously  selected.  The  skirmish  which  gave  eon* 
quest  to  their  hands,  had  chanced  within  a  verst 
or  so  of  a  country-seat  belonging  the  Syndic  of 
Wilna ;  and  beneath  the  very  walls  of  his  garden 
was  the  brave  man  dragged  forth  to  die! — ^Bat 
there  was  an  eye  upon  the  wicked  movements 
of  the  Rusaans  !'* — 

"  The  eye  of  Jehovah !"— ejaculated  his  wife. 

*'The  eye  of  Auxteia- visa -gist!"  mattered 
Maruchna  reverting  to  her  Runic  superstitioDs. 

"  The  eye  of  a  mere  mortal, — ^but  by  divine 
sanction,  quite  as  much  to  the  purpose !" — ^rejoined 
Jakob.    *^  The  house  was  tenanted  by  a  younger 

*  A  similar  scene,  oocurring  under  the  same  cimunstanecs 
was  described  to  me  by  a  Polish  gendeman  of  high  ijepotalioB^ 
an  ejre-witoess  of  the  fact. 
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son  of  the  Syndic ;  a  student  of  high  repute  in 
the  university  of  Wihia ;  who,  having  been  con- 
victed in  the  recent  insurgency,  had  been  smug* 
gled  per  favour  of  his  father's  office  out  of  the 
city,  and  concealed  in  this  secluded  spot.  The 
youth,  like  other  lads  of  spirit,  expert  and  ei^er 
in  the  chase,  was  impatiently  watching  the  depar- 
ture of  the  soldiery  to  go  forth  birding  after  the 
jsnow-hens  ;*  when,  having  mounted  guard  behind 
the  wall  of  the  garden,  he  beheld  the  gallant  old 
soldier  led  forth  to  slaughter  ! — ^Twas  but  a  mo- 
ment of  horror, — the  next  was  for  action.  Gun  in 
hand,  he  climbed  the  wall ;  rushed  through  the 

circle  of  military,  and  threw  his  arm  round  the 
veteran.  '  My  gun  is  double  loaded,'  cried  the 
•young  hero ;  *  and  the  first  man  who  dares  ap- 
proach, I  shoot  and  level  him  to  the  earth.  '  Do  ye 
flinch,  knaves  r  cried  the  Russian  commandant. 
^  Seize  them  both ; — tear  them  limb  from  limb !' 
*Say  but  that  word  again,'  shouted  the  young 
Student,  raising  his  piece  to  his  shoulder,  *  and 

*  Tbe  Sniegnla  or  snow  hen,  a  sort  of  ptarmigliaD. 
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'fia  the  last  you  ever  utter  in  this  world !  *  — 
*  Hourra !  — Upon  him !  —  Strike  him  down  !*  — 
cried  the  Muscovite.  *  What  '.—fifty  of  ye,  and 
fibrink  firom  a  boy  without  a  twelvemonth's  growth 
of  beard  upon  his  chbi  ?-— The  gauntlet  and  the 
knout  may  bring  my  corps  to  better  discipline !' — 
And  on  this  menace,  some  ten  among  the  slaves 
advanced  with  bayonets  and  swords  to  hack  the 
old  soldier  to  pieces !  But  the  word  of  com- 
mand was  dearly  atoned ;  even  before  the  brave 
old  Polander  lay  gashed  and  bleeding  under  their 
feet, — ^the  Russian  CSommandant  was  smitten  into 
dust  by  the  steady  aim  of  the  valiant  son  of  Syn- 
dic of  Wilna  !•' 

**  And  they  murdered  him  T*  cried  eveiy  voice 
present.    **  The  gallant  youth ! — the  brave  youth ! 

A  Trepka, — a  Sobieski, — a  Kosciuszkor — 

*'  Lithe  of  limb,  and  versed  in  the  shaping  of 
every  bush  and  hedge -row,"  continued  Jakob,  he 
burst  from  them,  though  stabbed  by  many  bayonets ; 
and  took  refuge  in  a  hut  or  lodge  of  the  grounds, 
to  which  the  miscreants  having  surrounded  it  with 
brushwood,  instantly  set  fire.     But  their  Com- 
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mandant  lay  dead ; — ^they  lacked  further  instnio- 
tions : — ^many  had  no  good  will  for  the  murderous 
task  assigned  them  ;  apd  in  fine,  the  peasants  of 
the  Syndic  having  warning  of  what  was  passing, 
and  loyal  to  their  brave  young  master,  drove  them 
from  the  field." 

"And  the  youth, — ^the  good  youth?"— Hsried 
his  impatient  auditors. — 

"  Wounded,  stunned,  senseless,  and  scorched 
to  the  very  marrow  of  his  young  bones,  — he  was 
extricated  from  the  smoking  pile !" — 

"  To  die  ?** — murmured  the  gentle  Dzidzilia, 
clasping  her  hands.  ''  An  evil  fate  is  over  the 
destinies  of  the  heroes  of  Poland  t" 

"  No, — not  to  die,"  interrupted  Jak6b ; — "  but 
to  suffer  agonies  in  a  cause  which  even  his  prowess 
could  not  render  triumphant.  Slowly  recovering, 
his  father's  interest  would  not  have  availed  to  save 
his  forfeit  life,  but  that  he  had.been  surreptitiously 
conveyed  from  the  country." 

**  Heaven  is  gracious !  — Praise  be  to  the  vir- 
gin of  virgins!" — cried  the  eager  listeners. 
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^*  In  Wllna,  as  you  may  guess,  the  name  of 
this  boy-patriot  is  worshipped  as  that  of  the  first  of 
heroes ; — and  for  my  own  part/*  continued  Jak6b, 
brushing  his  hand  hastily  over  his  eyes,  **  I  would 
give  half  my  substance — not  to  be  syndic  of  Wilna* 
but  to  call  the  noble  one  my  son  ! " — 

*'  Delay  not  then  the  concession  !**  cried  Lud- 
wyk^  having  risen  from  his  seat,  and  throwmg 
himself  upon  the  neck  of  Bremglicz.  **  Give  me 
your  daughter  and  your  blessing ;  —  and  my 
wounds,  my  sufferings,  my  banishment,  are  a 
thousand  fold  overpaid !" — 

**  And  you  reviled  those  honouraUe  scars  are 
tokens  of  the  Plica-stricken!"  whispered  Did- 

zilia  reproachfully  to  M aruchna. 

**  Why  did  he  slay  the  wood-serpent  !** — grum- 
bled the  old  woman.  "  That  one  misdeed  misled 
me  !"— 

But  Dzidzilia  had  no  further  leisure  for  re- 
proaches ;  she  was  required  by  her  father  to  kneel 
dovm  and  receive  his  benediction  of  betroth* 
ment,  hand  in  hand  with  Ludwyk : — and  by  her 
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mother  to  be  kissed  and  wept  over  and  congratu- 
lated, as  the  plighted  love  of  the  champion  of 
little  Janek,  —  the  bride  of  the  patriotic  defen- 
der of  the  liberties  of  Poland  J  At  that  moment 
not  one  among  them  had  a  thought  for  the  tem- 
poral dignities  of  the  son  of  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Syndic  of  the  city  of  Wilna ! 

*'  Heir  to  a  Kasztellan  and  chief  magistrate  !'' 
cried  old  Jakob, — having  with  Anulka's  aid  and 
at  Ludwyk's  suggestion,  decyphered  the  letter  of 
paternal  sanction  which  Ludwyk's  visit  to  the 
post  office  of  Rosienie,  had  that  very  evening 
secured. 

''  A  distinguished  student  of  the  learned  Uni- 
versity !"  exclaimed  Aunt  Anulka,  bestowing  upon 
her  niece  the  kiss  of  peace. 

"  And  the  best  snarer  of  cray-fish  and  netter 
of  quails  in  the  country !" — vociferated  Janek  and 
Benisia,  flinging  themselves  into  the  arms  of 
their  new  brother. 

"  And  so  let  me  even  accomplish  my  own  pro- 
phesy!" cried   Jakubowa,   encircling  the  lovely 
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brows  of  her  daughter  with  her  head -gear  of 
pearls.  "  Said  I  not  that  the  Dzierzawca^s  citj- 
token  would  well  become  a  bride  ?" 

**  God  18  good!"  murmured  Mamchna,  de- 
voutly crossing  herself  in  joyful  recognizance  of 
the  prosperous  fortunes  of  her  nursling.  **  Tlie 
duteous  daughter  will  make  a  happy  wife.** 

"  Push  aside  the  tables!  **  cried  Jak6b clapping 
his  hands. — '*  Broach  me  a  hogshead  of  Lipiec, 
and  call  in  the  knaves  and  wenches. — Gnegorz, 
man !  —  fetch  thy  dulcimer,  and  *  give  us  our 
Mazurek.  Sister  Anulka,  —  wife,  —  Marzanna, 
'Malgorzata, — Janowa, — ^your  voices — ^your  voices 
to  the  burden ! " — 

And  while  Ludwyk  and  his  pretty  bride 
stood  whispering  at  the  window— (discussing  per- 
haps the  culture  of  the  Bee-Garden  on  which 
they  were  gazing)  the  happy  household  of  the 
Pasieka  raised  the  chorus  of  the  National  Ma- 
zurka ;  while  the  floors  of  Zwieta  echoed  under 
the  ringing  heels  <^  the  dancers  to  the  following 
popular  strain. — 
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MAZUREK* 

Form  the  gay  Mazarka'8  round, — 

Damsel,  comet— thy  hand — Ah !  no— 
Both  hands, — thns, — and  with  a  hoond 
O'er  ^ht  corded  lists  we  go  1 

Hop !— hop ! — ^and  spring  for  ever, — 

All  is  mirth  and  gratnlation ; — 
Hiose  who  lore  or  dance  should  never 
.Pause  for  idle  cogitation. 

Still  thy  lightsome  footsteps  prancing 

Mock  the  flow  of  tender  tears  :— 
Better  far  a  week  of  dancing 
Than  an  hour  of  hopes  and  fears. 
Hop  I — ^hop ! — and  spring  for  erer,— 

All  is  mirth  and  gratulation ; — 
Those  who  love  or  dance,  should  never 
Pause  for  idle  cogitation. 


*A  literal  translation  from  the  favourite   Mazurka  of  th 
peasants ;  who  usually  add  an  improvisated  verse  or  two.      The 
following  may  serve  as  a  specimen : 

MAZUREK. 

HeJ^  dale]  do  Mazura 
Polajciel  mi  re c^  utora 
Polacie£  mi  ohie  Tfct 
Niech  i6f  wami  raa  wykr^le 

Hop,  hop  I— na  okoro 

I  obr6nra  i6^  wesolo 

Kielycwa  i6f  ros  hnlall 

lancwa  dalcj  tanara  1 
&c.  &c« 

VOL.  III.  P 
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Whea  tiie  ifito  «c  Wm\  m§  brigtaly 

iTOii  Hiy  iroii  BfldB  ooBprast  z** 
When  my  lofre  fliei  TOOBd  ae  ligkllf 

Hop ! — kopl^ttiid  Mfna^  for  cfcr,^ 

An  ii  miitk  sad  gntalatkm  ;— 
now  vbo  love  or  duioe^  ahoold  aefc 
for  idle  contiliDB. 


And  whok  imiii'd  hmwitli  bcr 

Bi?^p***  her  fomi  my  fimd  aniiB  dug  ^ 
Then  oh!  tben*i  the  deaoe  of  daMe%— 
A  Mmmkk  §or  a  kmg!^ 
Hop !— hop !— end  wpnng  for  etcr,^ 

AH  it  mhth  and  giehileHoa  ; — 
IViee  who  lore  or  deace  ahoiild 
I^aee  for  idle  eogititaoa. 
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Note  fa  J. 

"There  are  two  sorts  of  Ck)nfederation8/'  says 
Archdeacon  Coxe,  m  his  Sketch  of  the  Constitation 
of  Poland. — "  The  first  are  those  formed  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  king,  senate,  or  equestrian  order,  assembled 
in  the  Diet:  by  which  the  whole  nation  confederates 
for  the  good  of  the  country.  The  second  are  the  Con- 
federacies of  the  several  palatinates,  which  meet  for 
the  purpose  of  redressing  grievances,  or  remonstrating 
against  the  encroachments  of  sovereign  power.  These 
may  be  particular  or  general,  and  are  usually  the  fore- 
runners of  a  civil  war.  The  general  Confederacy, 
which  is  always  in  opposition  to  the  King,  is  called 
Rokosz,  and  formed  by  the  union  of  the  particular 
confederacies.  As  every  Polish  gentleman  has  a  right 
to  maintain  as  many  troops  as  he  chooses,  each  pala- 
tinate is  the  scene  of  occasional  disputes  and  petty  con- 
tentions between  the  principal  nobles. — Poland,  before 
the  partition,  contained  14,000,000  inhabitants." 

p  2 
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Note  fbj. 

'*The  slayeiy  of  the  Polish  pe&aants,**  says  Uie 
same  authority,  "  was  always  eztrenaely  rigoroas.  Untfl 
the  time  of  Casimir  the  Great,  the  lord  could  put  his  pea- 
sant to  death  with  impimity,  and  when  the  latter  had 
no  children,  inherited  his  property.  In  1347.  Caaimir 
prescribed  a  fine  for  the  murder  of  a  peasant ;  and  in 
1768,  this  fine  was  abolished  by  a  statute  instigated 
by  the  benevolent  Chancellor  Zamoyski,  rendering  the 
murder  of  a  peasant  a  capital  crime,  prorided  the 
murderer  be  taken  in  the  fact,  in  pesenoe  of  two  gen- 
tlemen or  four  peasants.  The  value  of  an  estate  is  not 
estimated  from  its  extent,  but  from  the  number  of  the 
peasants,  who  are  serfs  or  slaves,  and  transferred  from 
one  master  to  another,  like  cattle.'^ 

"  Hie  tenure  of  the  six  villages  enfranchised  in  1760 
by  the  Chantellor  Zamoyski,  was  found  so  embarrassing 
to  his  family,  that  the  estate  has  been  sold  by  his  son. 
Unprepared  by  education  for  the  sudden  control  of 
their  own  actions,  drunkenness  became  perpetual,  riot 
and  disorder  prevailed,  the  necessary  labour  was  sus- 
pended, and  the  lands  were  worse  cultivated  than 
before.  The  present  Count,  nowise  disheartened  by  his 
father's  miscarriage,  designs  to  emancipate  the  whole  of 
his  vassals  gradually,  to  give  them  slight  privileges  at 
first,  and  encourage  them  to  good  conduct  by  the  hope 
of  more."  (BennetVs  View  of  the  State  of  PoUtad  1S07.) 

"  The  miserable  boors  of  Poland,"  says  the  same  au- 
thority, "  if  met  in  the  winter's  snow,  appear  like  herds 
of  savage  beasts  rather  than  companies  of  men ;  but 
with  the  melancholy  diflfereoce  of  being  totally  destitute 
of  that  wild  activity  which  characterizes  savage  nature. 
Their  coarse  mantles,  their  shrunk  and  squalid  fonn^. 
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leir  dirty,  matted  hair,  their  dull,  moping  looks,  and 
feless  movements,  combine  to  form  an  image  which 
tokens  humanity." 

"  La  Polagne,  **  says  Salvandy  in  his  somewhat 
prejudiced  Introduction  to  the  History  of  John  So- 
kieski,  "  a  donnd  le  spectacle  tTune  naiUm  sans  peuple, 
Ipdsque  des  eeclaves  ne  sauraient  porter  ce  nam ;  d'arm^s 
sans  discipline,  comme  sans  infanterie,  de  fronttkres  sans 
places  fortes,  de  cites  sans  bourgeoisie,  sans  commerce, 
sans  Industrie, — le  spectacle  enfin  d'ttne  r^mblique  od  les 
contrepoids  itoient  partout,  et  le  pouvoir  nullepart  .... 
De  liL  vient  que  la  Pologne  n'est  pbu  /" 

Note  fcj. 

"  Je  n'appuierrai  pas  sur  le  divouement,  le  courage  et 
le  sacrifice  des  Conf6d4r4s  de  Radom  et  de  Bar;  car  on 
pourrait  objecter  que  la  haine  qu'ils  porth^ent  au  roi  et  it 
la  Russie  qui  Vavait  plac6  sur  le  tr6ne,  avait  tout  autant 
de  part  d  leurs  entreprises  tim^raires  que  V amour  de  la 
liberti  et  de  Tind^pendance  de  leur  pays" — Observations 
pour  servir  d' introduction  aus  Mimoires  de  Michel 
Oginski, 

Note  CdJ* 

*'  Les  Polonais  furent  une  nation  fikre  et  brave, — 
logale  et  gdn&euse, — capable  de  d^ouement,  et  susceptible 
des  plus  grands  sacrifices,  Leur  histoire  est  pleine  de 
nobles  traits  de  courage;  nulle  part  on  ne  vit  de  plus 
beaux  exemples  de  vertu  chevaleresque" — Thiessi.  Rdsume 
de  r Histoire  de  Pologne. 

Note  CeJ. 
The  strictures  applied  to  certain  members  of  the 
House  of  Czartoryski  in  this  and  the  following  tale 
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being'  mlmlatpd  to  coavey  «n  unpreMion  of  disresfpect 
towards  a  funily  wluch  has  given  at  kast  one  ^■miw^wt 
patriot  to  Poland,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state,  that  to 
few  among  her  nobility  is  that  country  more  largely 
indebted  than  to  tlus  ambitioos  race.  Boards  of  poblic 
instraction  and  eoonomy  were  instituted,  in  the  first 
instance,  at  the  expense  of  the  Princes  Czartorvski. 
Under  their  influence,  native  artists  were  despatched 
for  education  to  other  countries,  and  foreign  artists 
domesticated  in  Poland;  and  literature  and  Utefary 
men  were  hivishly  patronized  by  their  munifioence.  The 
present  Prince,  a  man  commanding  the  universal  re- 
spect of  his  countrymen,  has  sacrificed  immense  pos- 
sessions to  the  liberality  of  his  political  opinions ; — and 
with  the  exception  of  Niemcewicz,  (the  venerable  Nes- 
tor of  living  poets,  the  companion  and  fellow-prisoner 
of  Koscittszko,)  the  list  of  liring  Polish  patriots  con- 
tains no  name  more  eminent  than  that  of  Czartorvski. 


*  ' 


NOTE  TO  THE 


MILL    OF    MARIEMONT. 


As  the  history  of  Stanislas  AugustUB  has  been  so 
dosely  followed  in  this  romance,  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  point  out  that,  among  the  few  instances  in 
which  the  story  deviates  into  fiction,  is  the  episode  of 
the  King's  attachment  to  the  Polish  heroine.  It  is 
well  known  that  on  the  invitation  of  Sir  Charles  Han- 
bury  Williams,  Count  Poniatofski  visited  England ;  and 
his  Majesty's  autograph  letters  to  the  witty  but  profli- 
gate Ambassador,  are  still  in  possession  of  the  family 
of  Hanbury  Leigh,  of  Pontypool  park,  in  Monmouth- 
shire. In  Londpn,  the  excesses  of  the  young  adven- 
turer are  said  to  have  consigned  him  to  a  spunging 
house : — ^in  Paris,  where  from  the  highest  introductions 
he  contrived  to  degrade  himself  into  inferior  society, 
he  was  for  some  months  imprisoned  for  debt,  and 
eventually  released  by  the  interposition  of  a  jeweller's 
wife. 
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On  one  occasion  of  Count  Poniatofsld's  fordve 
wits  to  the  Grand  Duchess  of  Holstein  at  Oranien- 
baiun,  (a  palace  huilt  by  Prince  Menzikoff,  and  con- 
verted, by  the  Emperor  Paul,  into  a  Royal  Naval 
Academy,)  he  was  arrested  by  the  guard,  and  brought 
disguised  into  the  presence  of  the  Grand  Duke,  by 
whom  he  was  treated  with  contempt.  On  his  recal  to 
Warsaw,  he  is  said  to  have  excited  the  jealousy  of 
Catherine  by  his  devotion  to  the  daughter  of  his  unde 
Prince  Czartoryski,  in  whom  he  afiected  to  discover  a 
resemblance  to  the  Grand  Duchess;  but  on  learning 
the  unexpected  accession  of  Catherine  to  the  throne, 
he  leapt  from  his  bed  to  prostrate  himself  before 
a  portrait  of  the  new  Elmpress  in  the  character  of 
Bellona,  which  graced  his  chamber,  and  once  more 
tendered  his  homage  to  her  charms.  A  letter  addressed 
by  Catherine,  while  Duchess  of  Holstein,  to  the  £Bither 
of  Stanifiks,  contained  the  following  expressions: — 
"Cheurles  of  Sweden  discovered  and  rewarded  vour 
merit;  but  I  will  elevate  the  fortunes  of  your  son  to  a 
far  hi^er  dignity.'*  During  Poniatofski's  residence 
in  Petersburg  she  was  frequently  heard  to  address  him 
with  the  promise — "  l\i  seras  Roi  /" 

The  adventure  of  the  MiU  of  Mariemont  was  cir- 
cumstantiaUy  related  by  Stanislas  to  Sir  Thomas 
Wroughton  (then  Ambassador  from  Great  Britain  to  the 
Republic,)  on  the  day  following  his  return  to  Warsaw  ; 
and  by  Wroughton  to  Sir  Nathaniel  Wraxall,  who 
visited  that  capital  a  few  years  afterwards.  It  is  de- 
tailed by  Archdeacon  Coxe,  (who  was  also  honoured 
by  the  personal  notice  of  Stanislas,)  in  his  '*  Tnvels 
in  Russia  and  Poland ;"  and  forms  an  episode  in  Miss 
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Porter's  novel  of  Thaddeiu  of  Warsaw.  Lelewel,  the 
great  modem  historian  of  Poland,  dismisses  the  ineident 
in  the  following  cursory  manner : — "  Am  8**^  JVotmn- 
^  1771,  on  eitiem  finstem  Abende,  bemdcktigen  sick  die 
Qmfoderirten  mitten  tn  Warschau  auf  der  Methgaese,  vcr 
der  Kapuziner  -  Kirche,  der  Person  dee  Kanigs,  und 
echleppten  ihn  aue  der  Stadt,  und  deren  Ringgrdben  ndt 
nchfort,  Strawinski  eilte,  der  Aue/uhrung  dee  Unter- 
nehmens  gewiee,  seinen  Gefahrten  voran,  welcke  durch 
verecMedene  kleine  Vorfdlle,  vnd  bald  darmtf  durch  die 
Unkunde  dee  fVegs  aufgehalten  wurden.  Indem  eie  so  durch 
die  Finstemiss  irrten,  nakm  die  Zahl  der  Wdchter,  desKo' 
nigs  allmdlig  ab,  und  Zuletzt  die  Furcht  die  Uebrigen,  bis 
mar  ein  einziger,  Kuzma  oder  Kosinski,  bei  ihm  zuruckbUeb. 
Kuzma  liess  sich  von  Stanislaus  uberreden,  erkannie  ihn 
als  seiner  Gebieier  an,  fuhrte  ihn  in  die  Muhle  bei  BurO'^ 
how,  und  als  der  Monarch  nach  Absendung  einiger  Zeilen, 
wodurch  er  dem  General  Coccei,  seine  umnderbare  ErreU 
tung  meldeie,  ruhig  einschlummerte,  hielt  Kuzma  mit 
gezogenem  Sdbel  bei  ihm  Wache** 

Rulhi^re,  so  long  resident  in  Warsaw,  and  an  eye 
witness  of  the  principal  events  of  the  reign  of  Stanislas 
Augustus,  observes  that'  the  enterprize  was  treated  by 
many  as  a  plot  got  up  to  excite  the  loyalty  of  the 
nation,  with  whom  the  king  had  reached  the  highest 
point  of  unpopularity.  The  execution  of  Strawenski 
and  Lukawski,  and  their  animosity  against  Kosinski  as 
the  betrayer  of  the  conspiracy,  wholly  disprove  the 
charge.  Kosinski  being  in  danger  of  his  life  in  Poland, 
was  sent  out  of  the  kingdom ;  and  maintained  on  a 
pension  *bf  300  ducats  at  Senegallia;  and  the  rest  of  the 
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eotispirators  were  sentenoed  to  wock  ftv  life  otk  the 
foitifications  of  Kitminiec. 

Staniidas  Augustus  having  abdicated  the  throne  in  the 
year  1795»  died  at  St.  Petersburg  on  the  12&  of  Feb. 
1798.  Although  treated  for  tiie  fiiBt  year  with  respect  * 
and  liberality,  he  was  soon  condemned  to  the  most  mor- 
tifying degradations.  He  was  often  heard  to  weep  bitterly 
through  the  night.  During  the  ceremonial  of  the  corona- 
tion of  the  Emperor  Paul,  when  he  was  compelled  to 
listen  to  the  recital  of  the  act  whidi  inocurporated  part 
of  his  kingdom  with  the  Russian  Empire,  his  feelings 
were  so  overcome  that  be  was  compeUed  to  lean  against 
the  side  of  the  tribune;  when  the  Emperor,  suspend- 
ing the  ceremony,  sent  an  aide-de-<amp  commanding 
the  ex-monarch  to  stand  up !  The  Czartoryski  palace 
in  the  Miodova  Ulica  has  been  purchased  and  rebuilt 
in  the  Italian  style  by  Count  Pac,  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  patriots  and  suffisrers  by  the  recent  rero- 
lution.  This  illustrious  family  (pronounced  Patz,)  is 
said  to  be  descended  from  the  celebrated  Pazzi  of 
Florence,  banished  from  that  Republic  in  the  sequel  of 
the  celebrated  conspiracy  which  bears  their  name. 

The  occasional  introduction  of  Polish  names  and 
words  into  the  foregoing  tales,  must  not  be  imputed 
to  pedantry.  A  very  sftperficial  acquaintance  with  the 
Polish  language  convinced  me  that  many  of  the  terms 
indispensable  to  the  story  of  "  the  Confederates*'  have 
no  exact  synonym  in  English.  **Grodski,*'  for  in- 
stance, can  only  be  translated  "  Mayor,"  a  name  replete 
with  ludicrous  or  familiar  associations ;  while  "  Pas- 
zcza*  (pronounced  Pwskta,)  is  very  inadequately  ex- 
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pressed  by  "Forest/*  which  co&yeys  to  an 
mind  the  impression  of  the  glades  of  Windsor  or  the 
New  Forest,  instead  of  the  wUdernegs  or  imaiUwated 
Umds  implied  by  the  P^1i<)h  word  Pnszcza. 

A  few  local  terms  and  phrases  have  also  been 
adopted,  (like  the  Turkish  names  naturalized  by  Byron, ) 
in  the  view  of  imparting  a  character  of  nationality  to 
the  pictm^. 


NOTES 


TO 


THE    PASIEKA. 


"Bbbs  Bwarm  in  the  forests  of  Samogitia,"  says 
Malte  Bran»  "  and  the  honey  and  wax  are  not  inferior 
to  any  in  Europe."  It  is  related  by  Herodotus  and 
(Elian,  with  reference,  as  it  is  supposed,  to  the  same 
provinces,  that  "  in  certain  countries  northward  of  the 
Danube/'  the  bees  abound  in  the  fissures  of  the  earth  in 
such  quantities  as  to  act  as  a  defence  against  invasion ! — 

The  dwellings  of  the  Samogitians  are  constructed 
of  trunks  of  trees,  covered  with  moss  or  bark.  Their 
shoes,  also,  are  made  of  bark ;  and  their  carts  and 
ploughs  of  wood  exclusively  without  the  smallest  in- 
tervention of  iron.  The  harness  is  formed  of  plaited 
withys. 

Of  the  six  or  seven  different  kinds  of  Midd  Pitny, 
or  hydromel,  made  in  Lithuania  and  Samogitia,  Lipiec 
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is  brewed  from  honey  gathered  from  lime-blossoms ; — 
Wisniak  is  flavoured  with  the  juice  of  the  wild-cherry ; 
and  Maliniak  with  the  juice  of  raspberries.  The  great 
Kosciuszko,  a  Lithuanian  bom,  was  so  partial  to  the 
mead  called  Lipiec,  that  during  his  exile  in  Switzer- 
land he  wrote  to  General  Wawrzecki  to  procure  him  a 
supply  from  the  manufactory  at  Kowno.  Hie  liqueurs 
of  Dantzig,  and  particularly  the  celebrated  Gold  Was- 
ser,  are  sweetened  with  Lithuanian  honey. 

Of  that  frightful  scourge  of  the  Polish  provinces,  the 
Plica  Polonica,  it  is  unnecessary  and  unpleasant  to 
speak  in  detail.  It  is  now  generally  admitted  that  the 
disorder  is  hereditary ;  and,  when  in  a  virulent  stage, 
contagious.  The  symptomatic  matting  of  the  hair, 
which  is  the  mere  eruption  of  the  disorder,  generally 
ensures  the  recovery  of  the  patient;  and  if  the  coagu- 
lated locks  are  shaven  off  in  disgust,  the  result  is 
usually  death  or  insanity.  The  malady  is  attributed  to 
the  insalubrious  atmosphere  caused  by  the  extensive 
forests  and  morasses  of  Poland.  It  is  less  comoioQ, 
however,  in  Lithuania  than  in  other  provinces;  affect- 
ing only  as  one  to  ten  of  the  population.  The  Rusaiaiit 
are  supposed  to  secure  themselves  from  the  infection  by 
their  copious  use  of  vapour  baths. 
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